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August 24, 2012 

Ms. Linda Anderson 
Federal Highway Administration 
Florida Division Office 
545 John Knox Road, Suite 200 
Tallahassee, Florida 32303 

RE: Beckett Bridge PD&E Study 
Cultural Resource Assessment Survey 
Determination of Eligibility for Beckett Bridge (Bridge No. 154000) 
County Project ID: P/02161 

FDOT Financial Project ID: 424385-1-28-01 

Florida DHR Project File No: 2012-2526 
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Pinellas County, in cooperation with the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FOOT) District Seven, is conducting a Project Development and 
Environment (PD&E) Study to evaluate removal, rehabilitation or replacement of 
the Beckett Bridge over Whitcomb Bayou in Tarpon Springs, Pinellas County, 
Florida. The limits of the study extend from Chesapeake Drive to Forest Avenue, 
a distance of about 0.31 miles. A Cultural Resources Assessment Survey 
(GRAS) is being prepared as part of the study to comply with federal and state 
regulations. In March 2012, FOOT, on behalf of Pinellas County, coordinated the 
proposed project's area of potential effect (APE) and GRAS methodology with 
your office and the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO). 

The GRAS fieldwork has been started but since the Beckett Bridge (Bridge 
No. 154000) has not previously been recorded in the Florida Master Site File 
(FMSF) or evaluated for listing on the National Register of Historic Places 
(NRHP), FOOT is requesting input from your office and SHPO early on 
concerning its eligibility for listing on the NRHP. For this reason, two copies of 
the NRHP Determination of Eligibility (DOE) forms are enclosed for preliminary 
review. After FHWA and SHPO make their eligibility determinations for the 
bridge, the GRAS will be completed and submitted for review. The GRAS will 
include a FMSF form (8Pl12017) that is currently being prepared for Beckett 
Bridge, as well as the final DOE with all photos for the FMSF office. 
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NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 1024-0018
(Rev. 10-90

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
REGISTRATION FORM 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in How to Complete the National 
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A).  Complete each item by marking "x" in the appropriate box or by entering 
the information requested.  If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural 
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions.  Place additional entries and narrative 
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a).  Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of Property

historic name Beckett Bridge

other names/site number Beckett Bridge, 8PI12017, Bridge No. 154000

2. Location

street & number Riverside Drive/North Spring Boulevard not for publication

city or town Tarpon Springs vicinity

state FLORIDA code FL county Pinellas code PI zip code 34689

3.  State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this nomination
request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of

Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
meets does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant
nationally statewide locally. ( See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

_______________________________________________________________________
Signature of certifying official/Title                                Date

Florida State Historic Preservation Officer, Division of Historical Resources
State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property � meets � does not meet the National Register criteria. (�See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

_____________________________________________________________________
Signature of certifying official/Title                                       Date

___________________________________________________________________________________________
State or Federal agency and bureau

4.  National Park Service Certification
I hereby certify that the property is:                                                      Signature of the Keeper                                                         Date of Action

� entered in the National Register
             � See continuation sheet
� determined eligible for the 
         National Register
             � See continuation sheet.
� determined not eligible for the
         National Register
            � See continuation sheet.
� removed from the National
         Register.
� other, (explain)
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Beckett Bridge Pinellas County, Florida
Name of Property County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include any previously listed resources in the count)

private buildings Contributing Noncontributing
public-local district
public-State site
public-Federal structure

object

Name of related multiple property listings Number of contributing resources previously
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple  property listing.) listed in the National Register

N/A 0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

TRANSPORTATION/road-related (vehicular) TRANSPORTATION/road-related (vehicular)

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

OTHER: Bascule Bridge foundation N/A
walls N/A

roof N/A
other METAL: Steel; Concrete

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

0 1 buildings

0 0 sites

1 0 structures

0 0 objects

1 1 total
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Beckett Bridge Pinellas County, Florida
Name of Property County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics  
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses   
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield       
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Community Planning and Development
Transporatation
Engineering

Period of Significance

1924-1962

Significant Dates
1924; 1956

Significant Person
N/A

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
C.E. Burleson, Pinellas County Engineer
W.L. Cobb Construction Company

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9.  Major Bibliographical References
Bibliography
Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)
Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

preliminary determination of individual listing (36 State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 36) has been requested Other State Agency
previously listed in the National Register Federal agency
previously determined eligible by the National Local government

Register University
designated a National Historic Landmark Other
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of Repository

# City of Tarpon Springs
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recorded by Historic American Engineering Record #

Beckett Bridge Pinellas County, Florida
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one

UTM References
(Place additional references on a continuation sheet.)

1 1 7 3 2 6 6 5 9 3 1 1 5 0 8 5
     Zone Easting Northing

2

3
     Zone Easting Northing

4
    See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11.  Form Prepared By

name/title Amy Streelman

organization Janus Research date April 23, 2012

street & number 1107 N. Ward Street telephone (813) 636-8200

city or town Tampa state FL zip code 33607

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Pinellas County

street & number 315 Court Street telephone (727) 464-3000

city or town Clearwater state Florida zip code 33756
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to 
list properties, and amend listings.  Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).
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Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and 
completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, 
Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Section number 7 Page 1 Beckett Bridge
Pinellas County, Florida

SECTION 7: DESCRIPTION

SUMMARY

The Beckett Bridge (Bridge No. 154000) was originally constructed in 1924 and carries Riverside 
Drive/North Spring Boulevard over Whitcomb Bayou in Tarpon Springs, Florida. The Beckett Bridge 
provides the shortest route connecting the eastern and western sides of Tarpon Springs. The bascule 
span is a steel single-leaf bottom counterweight Scherzer rolling lift bascule from 1924. Due to 
extensive usage and deterioration, the Beckett Bridge underwent major repairs in 1956 and 1996.
The fixed timber approach spans were replaced with concrete approach spans in 1956. Major repairs, 
which included construction of crutch bents, repair of machinery, replacement of the electrical system 
and construction of a new control house, were performed in 1996. Additional repairs to the bridge 
machinery were needed in 1997 and 2011. Despite multiple rehabilitations and the replacement of 
building materials, the bridge, including the historic metal lift portion, retains its historic integrity. It is a
rare example of a historic Scherzer rolling lift, single-leaf bascule bridge remaining in the State.

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION

Completed in 1924, the Beckett Bridge (Bridge No. 154000) is located in Township 27 South, Range 
15 East, Sections 11-12 (USGS Tarpon Springs Quadrangle 1987), carrying Riverside Drive/North 
Spring Boulevard over Whitcomb Bayou in Tarpon Springs, Florida. Appendix A shows the 1923 
construction plans for the Beckett Bridge. The existing roadway, Riverside Drive/North Spring 
Boulevard, is two lanes running in a roughly east/west direction (Figure 1). The Minetta and 
Whitcomb Bayous are directly to the south of Beckett Bridge; the Tarpon Bayou is to the north.

The Beckett Bridge has an overall bridge length of approximately 360 feet. The bridge width is 
approximately 28 feet, including the road and sidewalks (Figures 2-3). The bridge carries two lanes of 
traffic, one eastbound and one westbound. The existing typical section of the bridge consists of two
vehicular lanes measuring 20.21 feet and a sidewalk measuring approximately 3 feet, with concrete 
railing on both sides. There are nine approach spans and one main span. The main span of the 
bridge is a steel structure with a cast concrete deck. The bridge railings, which flank the bridge 
approaches and the bascule span, are simple concrete guardrail with concrete posts, which 
according to a historic photograph appear to be part of the 1956 rehabilitation project (Figures 4-5). 
The date “1956” is inscribed in the concrete posts at each end of the bridge (Figure 6). The bridge is 
a steel, single-leaf, bottom counterweight, Scherzer rolling lift bascule. The length of the bascule span
is approximately 40 feet (Figures 7-8).The substructure of the bridge includes the supporting 
elements under the superstructure. Concrete piers support the prestressed concrete girder spans of 
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this bridge, which replaced the original timber approach spans in 1956 (Figure 9). A galvanized pipe 
staircase with handrails leads to the bridge substructure from the base of the bridge tender’s station.
The bridge tender’s station is situated on the north side of the bridge. This one-story station is a 
simple rectangular building without architectural ornamentation (Figure 10). The tender station was 
constructed with a galvanized steel frame and Plexiglas windows. It features a shed roof sheathed in 
22-gage, wide rib galvanized steel. Adjacent to the tender’s station is a metal plaque signifying the 
original date of construction and engineer for the bridge (Figure 11). The station dates from the 1996 
repairs to the bridge, and is utilitarian in construction and form. It is considered a non-contributing 
structure. A bridge tender is only present when required to open the drawbridge for a vessel, there 
are no full-time bridge tenders.  US Coast Guard drawbridge opening regulations (33CFR117.341) 
states that “the draw of the Beckett Bridge, mile 0.5, at Tarpon Springs, Florida shall open on signal if 
at least two hours notice is given.”

HISTORIC ALTERATIONS

The Beckett Bridge was almost completely reconstructed in 1956 after Pinellas County decided 
repairs to the original wooden structure would be wasteful (Twitty 1955). County Engineer Leighton 
Heston recommended that steel and concrete slabs replace the wooden substructure and that the top 
roadway be cemented (n.a. 1955). The new structure utilized the original steel bascule, draw, and 
machinery for operation, though the remainder of the bridge employed concrete, spanning 350 feet
(n.a. 1956). The 1956 plans have not been located.

NON-HISTORIC ALTERATIONS

Since the major alterations to the bridge in 1956, the Beckett Bridge underwent repairs again in 1996.
The rehabilitation repairs included the addition of steel crutch bents to stabilize settlement, repair of 
the steel draw span as well as the concrete approach spans, refurbishment of the machinery, 
replacement of the electrical system, and construction of the tender station. The tender station is a 
non-historic alteration because it was built after the historic period in 1996; it is considered a non-
contributing resource (Figure 10). The traffic and barrier gates were also added during the 1996 
repairs. Plans for the 1996 repairs can be found in Appendix B of this document. 

In 1997, the main machinery drive shafts failed during testing of the draw span subsequent to the 
1996 repairs. Repairs were completed in December 1997. Recent repairs in 2011 were performed to 
correct issues with the operating machinery and the movable bridge span.
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SECTION 8: SIGNIFICANCE

SUMMARY STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Beckett Bridge is considered potentially eligible for listing in the National Register under Criterion 
A in the areas of Community Planning and Development and Transportation. The bridge is also 
eligible under Criterion C in the area of Engineering. In the area of Community Planning and 
Development, the bridge is linked to the evolution of the City of Tarpon Springs, as its initial 
construction was necessitated by the City’s expansion westward toward the Gulf of Mexico from the 
Florida Land Boom period onward. Its significance in the area of Transportation is supported by its 
initial construction in 1924 to serve as a route from east to west Tarpon Springs. Its rehabilitation is 
evidence of the growth in population and the increasing number of tourists traveling in the area, which 
required an automobile bridge to accommodate a greater number of vehicles. In the area of 
Engineering, the Beckett Bridge is a Scherzer rolling lift bridge and, according to available research,
remains as one of seven pre-1965 single-leaf bascule bridges remaining in Florida.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Criteria A and C)

Community Planning and Development/Transportation

As World War I ended, prosperity began to spread throughout the United States. Florida, in particular, 
experienced this upswing as construction, production, and population in the state quickly increased. 
People were drawn to the year-round warm weather; automobiles, and improved roads made the 
state more accessible. Florida also did not have the state income or inheritance taxes of other states
(Curl 1987, 77).

Southeastern Florida, including cities such as Miami and Palm Beach, experienced the most activity, 
although the Florida Land Boom affected most communities in central and South Florida (Weaver 
1996, 3). Tarpon Springs also experienced the effects of the Florida Land Boom, although its growth 
did not accelerate at the intense rates experienced by some other Florida communities. However, 
Tarpon Springs offered an attractive setting, nearby railroads, and access to modern amenities, such 
as gift shops, restaurants, and new streetlights and sidewalks. In the 1920s, dozens of new 
subdivisions were platted tripling the original area of the town, and many important buildings were 
constructed including the Tarpon Arcade Hotel, a new high school, and the city’s first hospital (Adams 
1988). A local real estate exchange called Tarpon Springs Enterprises was created to help stimulate 
development. The most important development was the Sunset Hills Country Club, located on the 
rolling hills along the Anclote River and the Gulf of Mexico northwest of the bridge (Figure 16).
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The Beckett Bridge was first constructed in 1924 and originally called the Chilito Street Bridge (n.a.
1948). Original site plans for the bridge exist from 1923 and are included in Appendix A. It was 
designed by C.E. Burleson, a Pinellas County Engineer, as a wooden bridge with a concrete pier and 
a steel drawbridge span. The function of the bridge was to connect east and west Tarpon Springs, 
carrying travelers over the Whitcomb Bayou. Before construction of the bridge, travelers could only 
reach the eastern side of Tarpon Springs from the west by taking either Meres Boulevard or 
Whitcomb Boulevard, located south of Whitcomb Bayou (Figure 12). The Beckett Bridge created a 
significantly shorter travel route to both the eastern residential areas and the Sunset Hills Country 
Club.

The Sunset Hills Country Club was the single most prestigious development in Tarpon Springs at the 
time (Rajtar 1999). The Alex Lonnquist Company of Chicago is credited with construction of the 
fireproof Mission style building. The Country Club building was completed in 1926 and opened on 
December 15, 1926. A 1926 brochure called it “a private club with a selected personnel” (Doris 1985).
However, the club was forced to close before the Great Depression (Stoughton 1975). On December 
15, 1928, the Sunset Hills Country Club would become the Sunset Hills Hotel, operated under 
Colonel C.G. Holden and C.L. Holden as a “winter resort hotel of distinguished character at popular 
rates” (n.a 1928). After the closing of the hotel, the building would become a year-round baseball 
school for a time. In 1933, the Pinella Colony Club would open in the building. During the late 1940s, 
the building then became the Upham House Hotel, but soon after in 1953, the building was known as
the Anclote Manor Hospital, a psychiatric facility. In 1985, American Medical International purchased 
the building and owned it for a short while. In 1990, American Health Properties purchased the 
building and the name was changed to The Manors. The building continued as mental care facility for 
the Northpointe Behavioral Health System until May 1997 when the doors closed due to filing of 
bankruptcy (Shepherd 1997). Today, the building is no longer extant.

Despite development of the 1920s, mature tree growth is notable on the land surrounding the bridge 
to the east and west, as evident from a postcard dating prior to the construction of the 1924 bridge, 
and continued to be observed in a 1941 aerial, especially to the western side of the bridge (Figures 
12-13).

In 1948, the bridge was renamed “Beckett Bridge” after Edward H. Beckett, commending his 34 years 
of service as a County Commissioner at the time of his retirement (Freedman 1948). A native 
Floridian born in Clearwater in 1882, Beckett knew the district in which he was elected, having moved 
to Tarpon Springs in 1901 (Goldman 1996). After opening his own clothing store, Beckett expanded 
his business to various branches in the state. Then in 1929, in addition to managing his 53-acre 
orange grove and his 8-acre truck farm, he opened a real estate and insurance business in Tarpon 
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Springs. Beckett served as city councilman in Tarpon Springs and as chief of police in Clearwater 
before being elected to the Pinellas County Board of County Commissioners in 1916. He was also
active in supporting secession from Hillsborough County. For 32 years on the County Commission,
16 of those as chairman, he led the push for public parks and efficient water systems. Beckett often 
voted for new roads and for paving of those already constructed (Goldman 1996). Beckett died in 
1962.

After World War II, residential construction resumed in the neighborhoods in and surrounding the 
Tarpon Springs area, building out previously undeveloped lots. Figures 13-17 are historic aerials 
showing the development of the area surrounding the Beckett Bridge. Streets were repaved, the 
seawall was replaced around Spring Bayou, City Hall was expanded and other City services were 
improved. The sheer number of residential dwellings extant today from this period attests to the 
growth of the land surrounding Beckett Bridge, including a large trailer court off of Riverside Drive 
developed after 1957. While tourism had never ceased to play a big role in the City’s commerce, in 
the late 1940s and early 1950s, tourism edged out sponges to become the City’s biggest source of 
income. The increased development and tourism, combined with the Beckett Bridge being the 
shortest travel route between Tarpon Springs and the Gulf Coast, led to a high amount of traffic 
crossing the bridge on a daily basis. 

Figure 14, a 1942 historical aerial photograph of the Tarpon Springs area, shows that the Beckett 
Bridge was the shortest route from downtown Tarpon Springs to the Gulf of Mexico. A more direct 
road south of the Whitcomb Bayou was not developed until many years after the construction of the 
bridge. 1950s historic aerial photographs of Tarpon Springs further show the route as the quickest 
means of travel to the Gulf (Figure 15).

Figure 15, a historic aerial from 1957, shows an increase in the building of boat docks along the east 
and west banks of the bridge. By 1957, much of the banks of Whitcomb Bayou by the Beckett Bridge 
were lined with boat docks, especially alongside the 1954 built Tarpon Springs Yacht Club building, 
located on present day North Springs Boulevard. The Yacht Club was initially founded in 1949 by 
business and civil leaders of the community. Meetings were held in the Upham House Hotel until 
funding was obtained to build the clubhouse, which is visible in Figure 14. The Tarpon Springs Yacht 
Club, in conjunction with 13 other yacht clubs, formed the Florida Council of Yacht Clubs (FCYC) to 
facilitate a program of boating interests between individual yacht clubs wishing to cruise the Florida 
coast. The Yacht Club building still stands today (8PI12048), but it has been greatly modified and no 
longer retains its historic fabric.

In 1955, Pinellas County deemed the Beckett Bridge unsafe and decided repairs to the original 
wooden structure would be wasteful (Twitty 1955). On February 21, 1955, the County Commission 
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approved an $81,292 contract to W.L. Cobb Construction Company of Tampa, Florida to reconstruct 
the bridge (n.a. 1956). The new structure retained the original steel draw and machinery for 
operation, with the remainder being built from steel-reinforced concrete. In 1996, additional repairs 
were needed. Steel crutch bents were added, the draw span and approach spans were repaired, the 
machinery was refurbished, the electrical system was replaced, and the tender station was 
constructed (Appendix B).

New residential housing construction has taken place since the initial wave of construction during the 
post World War II period, causing the area to increase in density. New construction consists of mainly 
residential housing. During the 1990s and 2000s the parking lot of the Tarpon Springs Yacht Club has 
been continuously expanded and now directly fronts the water by the Beckett Bridge.

ENGINEERING

With Florida’s profusion of navigable waterways and its historical reliance on these routes for 
transportation, the ability to move bridges to let water traffic pass and the ability of automobile traffic 
to cross bodies of water was an imperative feature of each bridge. The movable bridge was most 
popular in Florida and consisted of three types: the swing, the vertical lift, and the bascule (FDOT 
2004:72).

The Beckett Bridge is an example of the Scherzer rolling lift bascule bridge type. Credited to William 
Scherzer, the Scherzer rolling lift bascule rolls along a curved track as it opens and closes, pulling 
itself out of the way of water traffic as it does so (Koglin 2003:46). The Scherzer rolling lift bridge 
rotates and moves away from the channel like a simple rocking chair on a track as the bridge deck is 
raised. Scherzer claimed that his rolling-lift type operated with less friction and therefore, reduced 
power (FDOT 2004:90).

The Beckett Bridge is also an example of the single-leaf bascule bridge type. The bascule, or 
drawbridge, provides an open channel with unlimited clear headway, swift and dependable operation, 
and simple mechanisms with few moving parts. The defining characteristic of the bascule is the 
upward rotating leafs, which can be single or double. The Beckett Bridge consists of a single-leaf 
with rotates from a horizontal to a near vertical position. In a single-leaf, the entire span lifts above 
one end (FDOT 2004:90).

Bascule bridges are the most common type of moveable bridge, due to their ability to open quickly 
and requirement of little energy to operate. Single-leaf bascule bridges are less common than the 
double-leaf design, as they span smaller waterways. Though a common design that is still utilized 
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today, historic rolling lift bascule bridges are rare resources in the state of Florida. Additionally, the 
Beckett Bridge is the only bascule bridge in Pinellas County that is not on the Intracoastal Waterway
(Hornik 2012). Table 1 lists the known single-leaf bascule roadway bridges remaining in Florida; this 
table includes historic as well as non-historic single-leaf bascule bridges. This data was provided by 
Richard I. Kerr, Bridge Management Inspection Engineer at the FDOT. The information provided by 
FDOT did not specify if the bridges are rolling lift type bridges.

Table 1: Known Single-Leaf Bascule Roadway Bridges Remaining in Florida

Bridge # County Facility Carried Feature Intersected Date of 
Construction

154000 Pinellas N. Spring Blvd Minetta Branch 1924
105503 Hillsborough Laurel Street Hillsborough River 1926
910054 Okeechobee US441/US98 (SR700) Taylor Creek 1948
460053 Bay Beach Drive Massalina Bayou 1951
860008 Broward SR-84 So. Fork New River 1956
130057 Manatee SR 789 Longboat Key Pass 1957
930060 Palm Beach A1A Boca Inlet 1963
120028 Lee CR 865 Big Carlos Pass 1965
860011 Broward SR-A1A Hillsboro Inlet 1966
120050 Lee CR 78 Pine Island Rd Matlacha Pass 1968
930318 Palm Beach EB SR 802 Lake Ave Intracoastal  Waterway 1973
870085 Dade SR-934 WB East Biscayne Bay 1973
870551 Dade SR-934 EB East Biscayne Bay 1973
110077 Lake SR-40 St. Johns River 1980
860319 Broward South Andrews Ave New River & New River Dr 1981
900077 Monroe SR-5 (US-1) Snake Creek Canal 1981
170158 Sarasota SR-789 New Pass 1986
790172 Volusia SR-44 IWW Indian River 1997
930453 Palm Beach EB SR706 Intracoastal Waterway 1999
930454 Palm Beach WB SR 706 Intracoastal Waterway 1999
934160 Palm Beach Donald Ross Road WB Intracoastal Waterway 1999

934161 Palm Beach Donald Ross Road RD 
EB Intracoastal Waterway 1999

In addition, Archaeological Consultants, Inc. (ACI) provided a summary of information on bascule 
bridges that they obtained during research conducted on highway bridges in Florida for the Central 
Environmental Management Office of the FDOT. This research conducted by ACI shows that out of 
87 bascule bridges included in their field survey, only 10 are rolling lifts, and one has been 
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demolished since 2000. Of the extant rolling lift bascules documented by ACI, the nine are double-
leaf types. Two are located in Duval County, three are located in Palm Beach County, three are 
located in Broward County, and one is located in Hillsborough County. Of these nine rolling lifts, one
dates to the 1910s, two date to the 1920s, two date to the 1930s, one dates to the 1940s, and three 
date to the 1960s. The three 1960s rolling lifts are all located in Broward County. Single-leaf bascule 
bridges are extremely rare as the survey by ACI only included two trunnion type bascules (ACI did not 
document the Beckett Bridge according to provided information)(ACI 2012). Trunnion type bridges 
eventually became a dominant bascule bridge type over the rolling lift; with this bridge type, the 
bascule span rotates around a trunnion or axle and uses a heavy counterweight (FDOT 2004:90). 

The Beckett Bridge is an example of a Scherzer rolling lift single-leaf bascule bridge. This rare bridge 
is one of seven pre-1965 single-leaf bridges remaining in Florida. However, the results of the 
research were not intended to be exhaustive and it is possible that there are additional movable 
bridges which have not yet been identified. Despite rehabilitations and the replacement of building 
materials in both 1956 and 1996, the Beckett Bridge retains its integrity as a Scherzer rolling lift 
single-leaf bascule bridge. The changes that took place and the materials used during the 1956 
rehabilitation are now historic. Consequently, this bridge is considered eligible for inclusion in the
National Register.
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SECTION 10: GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The proposed boundary includes the physical structure (substructure, main span, approach spans, 
railings, and deck) of the Beckett Bridge along with the associated bridge tender’s station.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundary includes the aforementioned bridge systems, and bridge tender’s station associated 
with the Beckett Bridge.
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Beckett Bridge

Figure 1
Map of Project Boundaries
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Beckett Bridge

Figure 2
Bridge Roadway, Facing East
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Beckett Bridge

Figure 3
Sidewalk, Facing East
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Beckett Bridge

Figure 4
Beckett Bridge in 1965, facing Southwest
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Figure 5
Beckett Bridge in 2012, facing Southwest
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Beckett Bridge

Figure 6
Concrete Inscription at West End, Facing East
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Beckett Bridge

Figure 7
Bascule Span, Facing South
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Beckett Bridge

Figure 8
Bascule Span Detail, Facing Southwest
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Beckett Bridge

Figure 9
Bridge Substructure, Facing Northeast
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Beckett Bridge

Figure 10
Bridge Tender Station, Built in 1996, Facing Northeast

27



Beckett Bridge

Figure 11
Plaque on Railing, Facing North
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Beckett Bridge

Figure 12
Historic Postcard Looking West, Showing Future 

Location of Beckett Bridge
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Beckett Bridge

Figure 13
Historic Aerial of Beckett Bridge and Surrounding Tarpon 

Springs in 1941
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Beckett Bridge

Figure 14
Historic Aerial of Beckett Bridge and Surrounding Tarpon 

Springs in 1942
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Beckett Bridge

Figure 15
Historic Aerial of Beckett Bridge and Surrounding Tarpon 

Springs in 1957
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Beckett Bridge

Figure 16
Historic Aerial showing Beckett Bridge to the southeast, 

the Country Club to the northwest, and surrounding 
Tarpon Springs in 1957
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Beckett Bridge

Figure 17
1974 Aerial of Beckett Bridge and Surrounding Tarpon 

Springs
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1. Beckett Bridge
2. Pinellas County, Florida
3. Holly Schwarzmann
4. February 2012
5. Janus Research
6. Beckett Bridge, Facing Southwest
7. Photograph 1 of 17

(Items 1-5 are the same for the remaining photographs)

6. Bridge Roadway, Facing East
7. Photograph 2 of 17

6. Sidewalk, Facing East
7. Photograph 3 of 17

6. Beckett Bridge in 1965, facing Southwest
7. Photograph 4 of 17

6. Beckett Bridge in 2012, facing Southwest
7. Photograph 5 of 17

6. Concrete Inscription at West End, Facing East
7. Photograph 6 of 17

6. Bascule Span, Facing South
7. Photograph 7 of 17

6. Bascule Span Detail, Facing Southwest
7. Photograph 8 of 17

6. Bridge Substructure, Facing Northeast
7. Photograph 9 of 17

6. Bridge Tender Station, Facing Northeast
7. Photograph 10 of 17
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6. Plaque on Railing, Facing North
7. Photograph 11 of 17

6. Historic Postcard Showing Future Location of Beckett Bridge
7. Photograph 12 of 17

6. Historic Aerial of Beckett Bridge and Surrounding Tarpon Springs in 1941
7. Photograph 13 of 17

6. Historic Aerial of Beckett Bridge and Surrounding Tarpon Springs in 1942
7. Photograph 14 of 17

6. Historic Aerial of Beckett Bridge and Surrounding Tarpon Springs in 1957
7. Photograph 15 of 17

6. Historic Aerial showing Beckett Bridge to the southeast, the Country Club to the northwest, and 
surrounding Tarpon Springs in 1957
7. Photograph 16 of 17

6. 1974 Aerial of Beckett Bridge and Surrounding Tarpon Springs
7. Photograph 17 of 17
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