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This report details the results of a cultural resource assessment survey (CRAS) of four preferred 
pond locations in Hillsborough County, Florida. The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) 
District 7 is proposing to construct three stormwater management facilities (SMFs 2B, 3C, and 
7B) and one floodplain compensation (FPC) site (FPC 1A) associated with improvements along 
Branch Forbes Road (Figure 1). The current project is within the area of potential effects (APE) of 
a 2024 SEARCH survey titled Branch Forbes Road South of US 92 to North of I-4 Project 
Development & Environment Study, Cultural Resource Assessment Survey (Florida Master Site File 
[FMSF] Survey Number [No.] TBD). The current study is limited to archaeological and 
architectural history survey of the pond locations. The total area tested for the current survey is 
4.03 acres (ac; 1.63 hectares [ha]). The architectural survey for the project utilized standard 
procedures for locating, investigating, and recording historic properties. In addition to a search 
of the FMSF for previously recorded historic resources within the project area, USGS quadrangle 
maps were reviewed for structures built prior to 1979. The discussions of regional precontact and 
postcontact history, historic map and aerial review, research design, and laboratory and field 
methods provided in the previous report apply to the current CRAS and are not repeated in this 
report. 
 
The APE defines the area within which the proposed work and subsequent maintenance may 
cause physical, visual, audible, and atmospheric effects to historic properties. The archaeological 
APE defined for this project includes the proposed pond footprints. The architectural history APE 
includes the archaeological APE and was expanded to include a buffer of 30.5 meters (m; 100.0 
feet [ft]; Figure 2). In this document, “APE” refers to the combined archaeological APE and 
architectural history APE.  
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 Figure 1. Location of the project in Hillsborough County, Florida. 
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Figure 2. Topographic map of the APE. 
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Figure 3. Soil drainage within the APE. 
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 Figure 4. Previous cultural resource surveys within 1.6 km (1.0 mi) of the APE. 
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The FMSF review further indicates that 12 archaeological sites, 104 historic buildings (as well as 
five buildings recorded as “destroyed” in the FMSF), one historic bridge, two historic cemeteries, 
and nine resource groups have been identified within 1.6 km (1.0 mi) of the APE (Figure 5). Of 
these, one archaeological site (8HI05064) has been identified within the APE at Pond SMF 7B in 
the northern part of the project.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCE POTENTIAL 
 
The potential to identify Native American sites within the archaeological APE was based on an 
examination of environmental variables (soil drainage, access to streams and other freshwater 
resources, and relative elevation), the results of previously conducted surveys, and the 
examination of historic maps and aerial photographs. As noted above, archaeological sites have 
been previously recorded within or near Ponds SMF 2B and SMF 7B. These are the areas with 
highest potential for containing archaeological deposits (Figure 6). The highest potential for 
archaeological sites was judged to be those areas with moderately to well-drained soils within 
100 m (328 ft) of a natural freshwater source, such as Spartman Branch. Areas with moderately 
well-drained soils or those that are 100 to 300 m (328 to 984 ft) from water were considered to 
have moderate potential for archaeological sites. Areas with poorly drained soils or those that 
are more than 300 m (984 ft) from water were considered to have low potential for 
archaeological sites. Areas that have clearly been disturbed by previous development (e.g., paved 
areas) were also considered to have low potential for archaeological sites. 
 
The areas with the highest probability of containing historic archaeological or architectural 
resources were judged to be those where the APE extends onto parcels with previously recorded 
historic resources or unrecorded historic buildings. These areas were identified through review 
of the property appraiser database and historic maps and aerial photographs. 
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Figure 6. Archaeological probability model. 
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PROCEDURES TO DEAL WITH UNEXPECTED DISCOVERIES  
 
SEARCH has made a reasonable and good-faith effort during this investigation to identify and 
evaluate possible locations of precontact and historic archaeological sites; however, the 
possibility exists that evidence of cultural resources may yet be encountered within the project 
limits. Should evidence of unrecorded cultural resources be discovered during construction 
activities, work in that portion of the project area must stop. Evidence of cultural resources 
includes precontact Native American or historic pottery, precontact stone tools, bone or shell 
tools, historic trash pits, and historic building foundations. Should such materials be uncovered 
during the excavation of the APE, representatives of FDOT District 7 will assist in the identification 
and preliminary assessment of the materials. If such evidence is found, the FDHR will be notified 
within two working days. 
 
In the unlikely event that human skeletal remains or associated burial artifacts are uncovered 
within the project area, all work in that area must stop. The FDOT District 7 cultural resources 
coordinator must be contacted. The discovery must be reported to local law enforcement, who 
will in turn contact the medical examiner. The medical examiner will determine whether the state 
archaeologist should be contacted per the requirements of Chapter 872.05, Florida Statutes.  
 
 
CLG CONSULTATION AND INFORMANT INTERVIEWS 
 
The project is in unincorporated Hillsborough County, which is a certified local government (CLG). 
SEARCH archaeologist Kristina Altes, PhD, RPA, initiated consultation with Ms. Colleen Marshall, 
executive planner and the CLG representative for the county, to discuss the project and inquire 
whether the county might have concerns related to cultural resources associated with the 
project. In the email, Dr. Altes provided the project map to Ms. Marshall for review. As of the 
submittal of this report, the county has not responded with concerns about the project. 
 
 
SURVEY RESULTS 
 
Archaeology Results 
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Figure 8. Existing conditions within Pond SMF 2B. Left: typical soil profile within the pond area. Right: 
environmental overview within Pond SMF 7B, view west. 

Figure 9. Existing conditions within Pond SMF 3C. Left: environmental overview of the pond area, view 
southwest. Right: environmental overview of the pond area, view northwest. 
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Figure 12. Architectural history results. 
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NRHP EVALUATIONS 

Pond SMF 2B 
 

No historic architectural resources were identified within the APE surrounding Pond SMF 2B. 
 

Pond SMF 3C 

Resource 8HI15783, 5109 Glen Harwell Road 
 

Resource 8HI15783, at 5109 Glen Harwell Road, is a newly recorded residence in Section 27 of 
Township 28 South, Range 21 East, as depicted on the 2024 Plant City West, Fla. USGS quadrangle 
map. The circa (ca.) 1959 building is on a rectangular parcel on the south side of Glen Harwell 
Road, with Branch Forbes Road to the east, Keene Drive to the south, and Rogers Road to the 
west (see Figure 12). Resource 8HI15783 is a one-story, irregular-plan, Ranch-style residence set 
on a concrete slab foundation (Figure 13). The exterior fabric of the building consists of concrete 
block. The residence is heavily obscured by mature vegetation and a metal privacy fence. The 
visible windows include metal-sash six-over-six and metal-sash eight-over-eight windows, 
individual and paired. The remaining windows are obscured from the right-of-way. The main 
entrance is on the north façade and consists of a wood-frame door with a half-light. A shed 
extension overhang porch, which is supported by wooden beams, shelters the main entrance. A 
screened-in porch projects from the west façade of the residence, and details are obscured by a 
wooden privacy fence. The hipped roof is clad in asphalt shingles. A chain-link metal fence 
surrounds the perimeter of the property.  
 
Assessment 

Based on the historic context, Resource 
8HI15783 is not significant under NRHP 
Criterion A because it is not indicative of a 
particular era and is not associated with any 
significant period, event, or theme. The 
resource is not eligible under Criterion B 
because it lacks association with any person(s) 
significant in history. The resource is not 
eligible under Criterion C due to its lack of 
architectural distinction. Ranch-style 
residential buildings are common across 
Florida and throughout the US. Finally, 
Resource 8HI15783 is not significant under 
Criterion D because it lacks the potential to 
yield further information of historical importance. Therefore, Resource 8HI15783 is not eligible 
for listing in the NRHP, either individually or as a contributor to a historic district. 
 

Figure 13. Resource 8HI15783, view facing southeast. 
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Pond SMF 7B 

No historic architectural resources were identified within the APE surrounding Pond SMF 7B.  
 
Pond FPC 1A 

No historic architectural resources were identified within the APE surrounding Pond FPC 1A.  
 
 
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
This report details the results of a CRAS of four preferred pond locations in Hillsborough County, 
Florida. FDOT District 7 is proposing to construct three SMFs (SMFs 2B, 3C, and 7B) and one FPC 
(FBC 1A) site associated with improvements along Branch Forbes Road. The current project is 
within the APE of a 2024 SEARCH survey titled Branch Forbes Road South of US 92 to North of I-4 
Project Development & Environment Study, Cultural Resource Assessment Survey (FMSF Survey 
No. TBD). The current study is limited to archaeological and architectural history survey of the 
pond locations. The total area tested for the current survey is 4.03 ac (1.63 ha). 
 
The current archaeological survey included the excavation of 20 shovel tests within the proposed 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Archaeological survey of Pond SMF 3C was 
not possible due to lack of parcel access. If Pond SMF 3C is selected for construction, 
archaeological survey, including shovel testing, is recommended. 
 
The architectural survey resulted in the identification and evaluation of one newly recorded 
historic structure (8HI15783) within the APE. The resource identified lacks the architectural 
distinction and significant historical associations necessary to be considered for listing in the 
NRHP and is recommended ineligible. No existing or potential historic districts were identified. 
No further architectural history survey is recommended. 
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