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1.0 REPORT OVERVIEW 
 
This report provides the documentation associated with the Public Involvement Program that was 
developed and implemented for the Cobb Road (CR 485) & US 98 Project Development and 
Environment (PD&E) Study. The purpose of this program was to establish and maintain 
communication with the public at-large, as well as with individuals, elected officials, and 
agencies who may have an interest in the project.  This program afforded all citizens the 
opportunity to understand the planned project and express concerns about the project.  It has been 
carried out in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Title VII of the Civil 
Rights Act, as amended.  Federal, state, regional, and local agencies and governments with a 
concern in the planned project because of jurisdictional review or expressed interest, as well as 
potentially affected and interested individuals, were identified over the course of the PD&E study 
through meetings, announcements, and mailings, as described in this report.  In an effort to 
resolve all issues identified, the Department has conducted an interagency coordination and 
consultation effort and public participation process.  This document details the Department’s 
efforts to fully identify, address, and resolve all project-related issues identified through the 
Public Involvement Program.   

The methods for disseminating information about this study were an Advance Notification 
package, which was distributed to appropriate federal, state, regional, and local agencies, a 
kickoff meeting for elected and appointed officials, a Public Workshop, and a Public Hearing.  
Each of these events is summarized in this report. Also included are comments from the public 
and review agencies, along with Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) responses to those 
comments, as well as copies of handout materials provided at the public meetings and the Public 
Hearing transcript. 

 

2.0 PROJECT SUMMARY 
 
The FDOT conducted a PD&E Study to find the most appropriate alignment and design concept 
for the proposed widening of Cobb Road (CR 485) from SR 50 to US 98 and a portion of US 98, 
from Cobb Road to the Suncoast Parkway, in Hernando County, Florida (Exhibit 1).  The 
objectives of the PD&E Study were to evaluate and document engineering and environmental 
issues associated with the proposed improvements and to determine the potential effects 
associated with the alternatives developed during the study, including the “No-Build” alternative.  
This would help the FDOT and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) to reach a decision 
on the type, design, and location of the necessary improvements. The PD&E study also satisfies 
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and FHWA requirements in order to receive 
federal funding for the design, right-of-way acquisition, and construction of the recommended 
improvements. 

The existing Cobb Road from SR 50 to Shadyside Drive is a 4-lane divided facility, with a 24-
foot (ft.) raised median, 12-ft. inside lanes, 14-ft. outside lanes, and 5-ft. sidewalks.  From 
Shadyside Drive to US 98, the existing Cobb Road is a 2-lane rural facility with 12-ft lanes and 
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10-ft. shoulders, 4 feet of which are paved.  The existing US 98 from Cobb Road to the Suncoast 
Parkway is a 2-lane rural facility with 12-ft lanes and 8-ft. shoulders, 4 feet of which are paved.  
Both Cobb Road and US 98 have open drainage ditches. 

The Study evaluated a series of improvement alternatives intended to increase safety and meet 
future traffic demand along the project corridor.  These improvements are an important element 
of the regional roadway network and are included in the Hernando County Metropolitan Planning 
Organization’s 2025 Long Range Transportation Plan.  The recommended alternative identified 
in the Study is described below. 

For this PD&E Study, the project was divided into segments for analysis.  The segments of Cobb 
Road were chosen based on surrounding characteristics such as land use and environmental 
constraints, as well as the potential need for realignments.  The segments of US 98 were chosen 
to match FDOT resurfacing project limits for consistency.  The project segmentation is shown on 
the Project Location Map in Exhibit 1.  The segments of the project are identified as follows: 

 

• Segment 1a: Cobb Road from north of SR 50 to north of the Brooksville Water Reclamation 
Facility (WRF) driveway 

• Segment 1b: Cobb Road from north of the Brooksville WRF driveway to north of Yontz 
Road 

• Segment 2a: Cobb Road from north of Yontz Road to south of US 98 

• Segment 2b: Cobb Road/US 98 Intersection 

• Segment 3: US 98 from north of Cobb Road to CR 491 

• Segment 4: US 98 from CR 491 to Suncoast Parkway 

 

The recommended typical section for Segment 1a is an urban typical section consisting of two 
12-ft. travel lanes in each direction, a 6-ft. sidewalk on the left (west) side and a 12-ft. shared use 
path on the right (east) side.  This typical section utilizes a 17.5-ft. median and fits within the 
existing right-of-way width (minimum 100 ft.).  The proposed design speed is 45 mph.  The 
preferred typical section for Segment 1b and for the portion of Segment 2a south of Youth Drive 
is a suburban typical section consisting of two 12-ft. travel lanes in each direction with 8-ft. 
outside shoulders (5 ft. paved) and a 12-ft. shared use path on the right (east) side.  This typical 
section utilizes a 30-ft. median (22-ft. curb to curb and 4-ft. offsets to edge of inside travel lanes).  
The proposed design speed is 55 mph.  The preferred typical section for Segment 2a north of 
Youth Drive and Segments 2b, 3 and 4 is a rural typical section consisting of two 12-ft. travel 
lanes, 8-ft. outside shoulders (5-ft. paved) and 6-ft. inside shoulders (4-ft. paved) in each 
direction, and a 12-ft. shared use path on the right (east) side.  The proposed design speed is 70 
mph.   
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3.0 ADVANCE NOTIFICATION  
 
As required by State and Federal law, the FDOT initiated an Advance Notification (AN) process 
to inform a number of Federal, State, and local agencies of this project and its scope of 
anticipated activities.  The AN package, which consisted of a transmittal letter, a project fact 
sheet, and a project location map, was distributed to the appropriate Federal, State, regional, and 
local agencies on August 6, 2001.  The following agencies received AN Packages.  An asterisk 
(*) indicates those agencies that responded to the package.  (A copy of the AN Package, along 
with all responses received, is contained in Appendix A.) 

Federal Agencies 
• Federal Highway Administration 
• Federal Emergency Management Agency 
• Federal Railroad Administration 
• National Marine Fisheries – Habitat Conservation Division 
• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers – Regulatory Branch 
• U.S. Department of Health and Human Services – Centers for Environmental Health and 

Injury Control 
• U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development 
• U.S. Department of the Interior – Bureau of Land Management, Eastern States Office 
• U.S. Department of the Interior – U.S. Geological Survey 
• U.S. Department of the Interior – Fish and Wildlife Service 
• U.S. Department of the Interior – National Park Service, Southeast Regional Office 
• U.S. Department of the Interior – Bureau of Indian Affairs, Environmental Services Staff 
• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – Region IV 

State Agencies 
• Florida Department of Environmental Protection – Southwest District* 
• Florida Department of State – Division of Historical Resources* 
• Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission – Office of Environmental Services 
• Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission – Regional Director 
• Florida Department of Transportation – Environmental Management Office  
• Florida Department of Transportation – Federal-Aid Program Coordinator 

Regional 
• Withlacoochee Regional Planning Council* 
• Southwest Florida Water Management District* 

 
American Indian Nations 

• Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida* 
• Muskogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma 
• Poarch Band of Creek Indians of Alabama  
• Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
• Seminole Tribe of Florida 
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Presented below are the pertinent comments from the agencies that responded to the AN package.  
The letters from these agencies are contained in Appendix A.   

 

Southwest Florida Water Management District 
(Appendix A, Exhibit 1) 

 
Comment: No Comment/Consistent. 
 
Response: No response required. 
 
 

Withlacoochee Regional Planning Council 
(Appendix A, Exhibit 2) 

 
Comment: The planned project has been found to be regionally significant and consistent 

with adopted goals, objectives, and policies of the Strategic Regional Policy Plan.  
 
Response: No response required. 

 
 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
(Appendix A, Exhibit 3) 

 
Comment: The study is consistent with the Department’s authorities in the Florida Coastal 

Management Program.  However, as detailed project information is not yet 
available, the Department cannot determine the consistency of the road 
improvement at this time 

 
Response: No response required. 
 
Comment: As noted on the Advance Notification Fact Sheet, roadway construction activities 

will require issuance of an Environmental Resource Permit (ERP) by the 
Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD), pursuant to Part N 
of Chapter 373, Florida Statutes (F.S.), and Rules 62-113, 40D-4, and 40D-40, 
Florida Administrative Code (F.A.C.). Early coordination of project plans with 
the SWFWMD is recommended. 

 
Response: The FDOT will coordinate and meet with the SWFWMD during the design phase 

of the project.  All construction activities will comply with applicable Florida 
statutes and administrative codes, and an ERP application will be developed and 
submitted in preparation for these activities. 

 
Comment: The ERP applicant will be required to eliminate or reduce any proposed wetland 

resource impacts to the greatest extent practicable. 
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Response: No response required. 
 
Comment: The planned project lies within the Brooksville Ridge physiographic region and 

part of a large hammock belt known historically as the “Big Hammock.” The 
roadways traverse the Annutteliga Hammock, an area of karst topography with 
high environmental value.  In addition to the CARL-acquired sites, numerous 
proposed acquisition sites may be impacted by roadway construction and/or 
expansion. Much of the region has been targeted for preservation through the 
Water Management Lands Trust Fund, Save Our Rivers Program, as it is an area 
of high groundwater recharge to the Upper Floridan aquifer, contains unique and 
valuable natural systems, and is of significant historical and archaeological 
importance. 

 
Response: No impacts are anticipated to any lands or properties that belong to CARL, Water 

Management Lands Trust Fund, Save Our Rivers Program, or any other Federal, 
State, or local agencies.  A geotechnical survey was conducted during the PD&E 
phase, detecting no areas of karst geology within the FDOT right-of-way.  The 
ERP process includes stormwater and dredge and fill activity review for all 
construction.  Construction activities will adhere to and comply with Federal and 
State permitting requirements for avoidance, minimization and compensation of 
wetland impacts, the management of water quantity and quality, and the 
preservation of all cultural and natural resources.  No impacts to the Annutteliga 
Hammock are expected. 

 
Comment: Surface land uses and activities in this area can have direct impacts to 

groundwater.  Per section 62-40.310(1)(h), F.A.C., the Department’s review of 
all programs, rules, and plans seeks to “protect aquifers from depletion through 
water conservation and preservation of the functions of high recharge areas.” 
Because the roadway improvements project is located in this critical area, we 
recommend that the ERP applicant consider a full range of planning strategies to 
utilize Best Management Practices (BMPs), buffer wetland areas, and treat 
stormwater to protect groundwater and adjacent surface water resources.  

 
Response: The FDOT will apply for an ERP during the design phase of the project.  The 

permitting process requires that water quality and quantity, wetland impacts, 
groundwater and surface water protection, aquifer recharge, and habitats and 
protected species be addressed.  The FDOT will plan and implement the required 
and necessary BMPs and other acceptable methodologies to minimize and 
mitigate all impacts to natural resources. 

 
Comment: The project area is in the vicinity of numerous recorded and unrecorded 

archaeological sites. The Department recommends that the proposed cultural 
resource assessment survey be conducted by a professional archaeologist and 
coordinated throughout with the Division of Historical Resources. 
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Response: A Cultural Resource Assessment, conducted in accordance with the procedures 
contained in 36 CFR Part 800 and including background research and a field 
survey coordinated with the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), was 
performed for the project.  No archaeological or historical sites or properties are 
expected to be encountered during subsequent project development.  The FHWA, 
after consultation with the SHPO, has determined that no resources listed or 
eligible for listing on the NRHP would be impacted.  The SHPO coordination 
letter is shown in Appendix A, Exhibit 3-A.   

 
 

Florida Department of Community Affairs 
(Appendix A, Exhibit 4) 

 
Comment: The State has determined that, at this stage, the proposed action is consistent with 

the Florida Coastal Management Program. However, detailed project information 
is not yet available and therefore, DEP cannot determine the consistency of the 
project at this time. 

 
Response: The planned project has been reviewed by the Florida Department of Community 

Affairs and has been deemed consistent with the Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection’s Coastal Management Program, as confirmed by a 
letter dated December 7, 2001. 

 
 

City of Brooksville Department of Public Works 
(Appendix A, Exhibit 5) 

 
Comment: The locations of several existing City of Brooksville utilities within the project 

area are described. 
 
Response: No response required. 
 
 

Florida Department of State – Division of Historical Resources 
(Appendix A, Exhibit 6) 

 
Comment: No Comment/Consistent. 
 
Response: No response required. 
 
 

Executive Office of the Governor – Office of Tourism, Trade, and Economic Development  
(Appendix A, Exhibit 7) 

 
Comment: No Comment/Consistent. 
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Response: No response required. 
 
 

Division of Forestry – Forest Resource Planning and Support Services Bureau 
(Appendix A, Exhibit 8) 

 
Comment: No Comment/Consistent. 
 
Response: No response required. 
 
 

Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 
(Appendix A, Exhibit 9) 

 
Comment: Stated no knowledge of cultural resources in the project area; requested that the 

Miccosukee Tribe be kept informed of the any cultural resources that may be 
found during the study. 

 
Response: No response required. 
 

 

4.0 PUBLIC OFFICIALS/AGENCY KICKOFF MEETING  
 
A project “kickoff” notification letter was submitted to local and regional elected and appointed 
officials for an August 29, 2001 meeting which was held at the Lykes Memorial Library in 
Brooksville from 10:00 a.m. to noon.  No responses were received as a result of this notification. 

The purpose of the meeting was to conduct an informal meeting for elected officials and public 
agency representatives in the Brooksville/Hernando County area to apprise them of the project’s 
purpose and schedule, and to receive input from them on issues and concerns related to the 
proposed improvements to Cobb Road (CR 485) from SR 50 to US 98 and US 98 from Cobb 
Road to the Suncoast Parkway. 

Information displayed and distributed at the meeting included a project location aerial map and a 
project fact sheet with a comment form.  One-on-one discussions to answer questions and obtain 
information were conducted.  Copies of the meeting sign-in sheets and handout materials are 
attached as Appendix B. 

 

5.0 AGENCY COORDINATION 
 
In addition to Advance Notification, coordination took place with jurisdictional and other local 
agencies over the course of the study process, as described below.  Copies of pertinent 
correspondence are contained in Appendix C. 
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) was consulted regarding potential impacts to the 
Cooley’s water willow (Justicia cooleyi), a federally-protected plant species.  This species was 
found to be present in a disturbed area on the east side of Cobb Road, just north of the CSX 
railroad crossing.  Coordination with the USFWS on this issue resulted in a determination that the 
planned project is not likely to adversely affect this species. (See letter dated January 7, 2003, in 
Appendix C.) 

 
CSX Transportation 
CSX Transportation was consulted to coordinate two CSX railroad crossings along the project.  
One is a spur crossing on US 98 near Lake Lindsey Road which appears to be abandoned.  CSX 
indicated that this crossing must continue to be shown on maps and that FDOT must agree to 
replace the crossing, pending the approval of a permit for a new concrete plant to be served by 
this line.  The second is on Cobb Road just north of Yontz Road, where a siding switch is located 
within the proposed right-of-way of the project.  The switch cannot be left in the crossing and 
would need to be relocated.  CSX proposed a double track crossing and relocation of the switch to 
the west side of Cobb Road.  FDOT representatives agreed that this appeared to be the best 
solution because it would allow the proposed alignment of the widening improvements to stand.  
CSX will continue to coordinate the relocation of the switch and track redesign with FDOT 
during the final design of proposed improvements to Cobb Road. 

 

6.0 PUBLIC INFORMATION WORKSHOP 
 
A Public Workshop was held for the study on Thursday, June 13, 2002, from 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. at Dolores S. Parrott Middle School, 9220 Youth Drive, in Brooksville.  A newsletter 
announcing the meeting and describing the study process was prepared and distributed 21 days 
prior to the Workshop to elected officials, agencies, and property owners within 300 feet of the 
centerline of the recommended alternative through the length of the project. 

The format of the Workshop was informal, with displays available for review and a comment box 
for submittal of written comments.  A project audio-visual presentation ran continuously over the 
course of the Workshop.  FDOT representatives were available to answer questions and receive 
verbal comments.  The study’s Draft Preliminary Engineering Report was available for review at 
the Workshop. 

To help organize the study alternatives, the project was divided into four segments, corresponding 
to the different roadway corridor characteristics in the study area.  Segment 1 extended from SR 
50 to just north of Yontz Road; Segment 2 continued from this point to just beyond the Cobb 
Road-US 98 intersection.  Segment 3 extended along US 98 to County Road 491, with Segment 4 
continuing from this point to the end of the project at the Suncoast Parkway.  Three basic design 
concepts were presented for consideration: an urban design, a suburban design, and a rural 
design.  Study alternatives incorporating these concepts were presented for each segment.  The 
“No Build” alternative limited work in the project area to routine maintenance and does not have 
any impacts associated with it. 
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The urban design concept included two 12-ft. lanes in each direction, full curbs and gutters on 
both the inside and outside of the roadway, and a 46-ft. wide raised median.  A 5-ft. wide 
sidewalk would be built on the west side of the roadway, and a 12-ft. wide shared use path for 
pedestrians, bicyclists and other users would be built on the east side.  The suburban design 
concept was similar except that it included 8-ft. wide shoulders and ditches on the outside, instead 
of curbs and gutters, and a narrower, 22-ft. wide raised median.  The inside lanes would be 
separated from the median by a 4-ft. wide paved shoulder.  The rural design concept included 
ditches instead of curbs and gutters and a shared use path instead of a sidewalk.  With a minimum 
width of 240 feet, this design would require the greatest right-of-way width of the three concepts. 

Three project alternatives were presented for Segment 1: an urban design concept and a suburban 
design concept both with new right-of-way on the west side of the existing road, and a suburban 
design concept that would be built to save the pavement of the existing roadway.  Project 
alternatives presented for the other three road segments were all based on the rural design 
concept.  Three variations were presented for Segment 2: one built on a western alignment; one 
built for “best fit”, meandering along the existing road where necessary; and one built to save the 
existing pavement.  One project alternative was presented for Segments 3 and 4: an alignment 
along the southwest side of the existing roadway.  

Approximately 43 individuals signed the attendance record.  Fourteen comment forms were 
received at the Workshop or in the mail following the Workshop.  Copies of the Workshop 
notification materials, sign-in sheets, handout materials, and evaluation matrix are attached as 
Appendix D. 

 

7.0 PUBLIC HEARING  
 
The Public Hearing for the planned project was held on November 21, 2002, at Dolores S. Parrott 
Middle School, 9220 Youth Drive, in Brooksville.  An informal open house period took place 
from 4:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m., with a formal presentation given at 6:00 p.m.  A newsletter 
announcing the meeting and describing the project was prepared and distributed 21 days prior to 
the Hearing to elected officials, agencies, and property owners within 300 feet of the centerline of 
the recommended alternative through the length of the project. 

The purpose of the Hearing was to provide the public with specific information regarding the 
study’s recommended alternative.  The hearing also provided an opportunity for area property 
owners and other residents to express their views on the project, its potential for impact, and other 
related matters.  The public record for the Hearing remained open until December 2, 2002.  A 
transcript was prepared to officially document all proceedings and citizen comments. 

As a result of input received at the Public Workshop and throughout the public involvement 
process, the following project alternative was selected as the Recommended Alternative.  
Segment 1 from SR 50 to the driveway leading to the City of Brooksville Cobb Road Water 
Reclamation Facility would use the urban typical section, designed to generally fit within the 
existing right-of-way (minimum 100 feet).  North of the Reclamation Facility driveway, Segment 
1 would use a suburban typical section following a left alignment, with approximately 38 feet of 
additional right-of-way acquired from the west side of Cobb Road.  Segment 2 would begin with 
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the same suburban typical, transitioning just north of Youth Drive to a rural typical section on a 
left alignment; this would require approximately 120 feet of additional right-of-way along the 
west side.  Segments 3 and 4 would continue the rural typical section on a left alignment and 
would require 40 feet of additional right-of-way on the southwest side of US 98.   

The Recommended Alternative also involves designating existing Cobb Road as US 98 to 
provide a route bypassing downtown Brooksville.  The existing Cobb Road intersection with US 
98 would be realigned to allow southbound and northbound through movements between existing 
Cobb Road and US 98 to the north. 

Excluding FDOT personnel, 42 individuals signed the attendance register. Copies of the Hearing 
notification materials, sign-in sheets, handout materials, evaluation matrix, and transcript are 
attached as Appendix E.  Specific questions and comments raised at the Hearing were answered 
during informal discussions, by letter, or are answered in this report.  Five written comment forms 
or letters were received and six official statements were made for the record.  Informal comments 
were also made over the course of the Hearing.  While some of the comments made at the 
Hearing and in the letters and comment forms received following it were of a general nature, the 
following summarizes the substantive comments made. 

 
Comment: The proposed design of driveway connections at the Cobb Road-US 98 

intersection is inadequate and will negatively affect the values and potential uses 
of affected properties.   

 
Response: The Department of Transportation must re-establish any driveway connections 

that were disrupted or altered as a result of a roadway project.  No access is being 
eliminated at the Cobb Road-US 98 intersection that will not be replaced.  The 
final disposition of rights-of-way and frontage would be determined during the 
right-of-way acquisition stage of the project. 

 
Comment: The project will exacerbate existing drainage problems at the Cobb Road-US 98 

intersection.  Standard retention ponds may not control runoff from the highway. 
 
Response: A detailed drainage analysis was conducted as part of the PD&E study, 

indicating the measures to be taken to ensure the project does not contribute to 
any existing drainage problems. 

 
Comment: It is of concern that Brittle Road is to be paved one-half mile in each direction 

from its intersection with US 98 when the road simply leads to an abandoned 
mine. 

 
Response: The proposed paving of a portion of Brittle Road is not due to mining operations 

but, rather, because Brittle Road is a public right-of-way. 
 
Comment: The proposed raised median at the intersection of Fort Dade Avenue and Cobb 

Road will cause difficulties for area residents traveling on Fort Dade and will 
negatively impact the retail gas station at the northeast corner of the intersection. 
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Response: The partial median opening proposed at this intersection is in keeping with 
adopted access management standards.  With Cobb Road being converted into a 
US route (which is one of the main reasons for the project), more stringent access 
controls are necessary.   

 
Comment: The acceleration lane on southbound Cobb Road at the Yontz Road intersection 

is inadequate. 
 
Response: The design of this intersection would be further examined in during the Design 

Phase of the project. 
 
Comment: Why will certain intersections be realigned and not others? 
 
Response: The proposed realignment of the Brittle Road intersection is to eliminate a severe 

skew in the angle at which this road crosses US 98.  The severity of the existing 
skew makes development of a safe intersection difficult without a realignment. 

 
Comment: A sound barrier wall should be installed along Cobb Road to buffer the noise 

generated by increased truck traffic. 
 
Response: A detailed noise analysis was conducted as part of this Project Development and 

Environment Study.  The analysis revealed there are 56 potential noise sensitive 
receptor locations identified along the project corridor where noise may increase 
due to the planned project.  Twenty-one of the 56 potential receptor sites were 
found to experience an increase in noise levels as a result of the planned project.  
Noise barrier modeling conducted on the impacted receptors found that there are 
no apparent solutions available to mitigate the noise impacts at these receptors. 
Therefore, based on the results of the evaluation, noise abatement barriers are not 
feasible.   

 
 Construction of the planned project will have a temporary affect on the noise 

sensitive sites adjacent to the project corridor.  Trucks, earth moving and pile 
driving equipment, pumps and generators are construction noise sources.  The 
contractor will adhere to the 2000 FDOT Specifications for Road and Bridge 
Construction and any special provisions in the construction contract related to the 
control of noise.   

 
Comment: US 98 should use the suburban typical cross-section, which is 150 feet wide, 

rather than the rural typical cross-section, which is 240 feet wide.  The 240-foot 
road would exceed the needs of the area.  In addition, to improve safety, a traffic 
signal should be installed at the intersection of 491 and US 98. 

 
Response: Roadway and land use conditions along US 98 warrant a facility that allows for 

safe accommodation of high speed traffic.  The rural typical cross section is the 
preferred choice in this area.  At the present time the traffic volumes using this 
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intersection do not meet the criteria for installation of a traffic light.  This issue 
may be further examined during the design phase of the project. 

 
Comment: Shared use path will be rendered unsafe where driveways cross the path to access 

Cobb Road.  This is a particular problem because trucks carrying heavy 
equipment and machinery must access businesses along Cobb Road via these 
driveways. 

 
Response: The rules governing the proposed shared use path would be no different than 

those governing normal sidewalks.  Given the high volume of rock hauling trucks 
on Cobb Road itself, a separate path that provides the required accommodation of 
bicyclists and pedestrians will be safer than the option of forcing bicyclists onto 
the roadway itself. 

 
 

8.0 SUMMARY 
 
This report describes the Public and Agency Involvement Program undertaken for the Cobb Road 
(CR 485) and US 98 PD&E Study.  The program’s primary elements included: 1) distribution of 
an Advance Notification package, 2) a Public Information Workshop, and 3) a Public Hearing.   

The level of agency interest in this study was low, while public concerns primarily focused on the 
economic effects on small business, and the need for timely development of the project. 
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APPENDIX A 
Advance Notification Package and Comments 
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Advance Notification Package 
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Advance Notification Responses 
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For more information, or to share your comments, please contact…

Mr. Gabor Farkasfalvy, Project Manager
Florida Department of Transportation
Environmental Management Office
11201 N. McKinley Drive – MS 7-500
Tampa, FL  33612-6456
(813) 975-6922  —  (800) 226-7220    gabor.farkasfalvy@dot.state.fl.us
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COMMENT FORM
We encourage your comments regarding this project.

Name 

Address 

NOTE: Please complete and place in the “Comments” box or mail to Kenneth A. Hartmann, P.E., at the address on the back
of this Comment Form, by September 7, 2001, so that project development may continue.  All comments are considered part
of the public record and are available for viewing by the public and the news media.
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Attach additional sheets, if needed.
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Mr. Kenneth A. Hartman, P.E.
District Secretary
Florida Department of Transportation
11201 N. McKinley Drive
Tampa, FL 33612-6456   

Place
Stamp
Here
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Number 1 May 2002This newsletter is the first in a series of three newsletters prepared by the Florida Department of   
Transportation to keep the public informed about the Cobb Road (CR 485) / US 98 PD&E Study.

!"##$%"&'$($)*$+,
WPI Segment Nos: 257299 1 & 405017 1;  FAP Nos: 2891 007 P & 2891 008 P

-.#/01$234"56&70"3
8"59:;"<$*1;='./='
Dear Interested Citizen and Property Owner:

You are invited to attend and participate in the Cobb
Road / US 98 Public Workshop on June 13, 2002, from
4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Dolores S. Parrott Middle School,
19220 Youth Drive, in Brooksville.

This letter also serves as notice to property owners that
the whole or a portion of their property is within 300 feet of
the centerline of one of the project alternatives pursuant to
Florida Statutes 339.155 (6).  However, the property may
not be directly affected.

Exhibits showing project alternatives and related infor-
mation will be available for viewing.  FDOT representa-
tives will be in attendance to answer any questions and
solicit your comments.  You may provide written comments
by completing a Comment Form at the Public Workshop
that can be dropped in one of the comment boxes.  You
may also mail us your comments to the address on the
back of this newsletter.

Any person requiring special assistance under the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 is requested to
contact Mr. Gabor Farkasfalvy, FDOT Project Manager, at
(800) 226-7220.

Sincerely,

Robert M. Clifford, AICP
District Planning Manager

>;=$!"##$%"&'?)*$+,
-@(A$*7.'B

A Project Development and Environment (PD&E)
Study is being conducted by the Florida Department of
Transportation for the proposed widening of Cobb Road
(County Road 485) and a portion of US 98.  The project
would include four-laning the entire length of Cobb Road
and four-laning a portion of US 98 (see Project Location
Map).  

The PD&E Study is being conducted to find the most
appropriate alignment and design concept for the widen-
ing, determine the potential effects associated with the
alternatives developed during the study,  including the
“No-Build” alternative.  

Ongoing transportation planning, at both regional and
local levels, has identified the need for this project.
Specifically, the project is needed to improve safety,
increase traffic capacity, and provide other heavy trucks a
better alternative to the present US 98 route through
downtown Brooksville.

To create this alternative truck route, Cobb Road
would be upgraded to state highway standards and would
then receive the designation of US 98.  The existing seg-
ment of US 98 north of Brooksville would then be down-
graded to the status of a County road.  The redesignation
of Cobb Road, along with recent improvements to Cortez
Boulevard (State Road 50), around the southern end of
Brooksville, would provide a more attractive choice for
truck drivers, allowing them to bypass downtown
Brooksville.  

The four-laning of Cobb Road would also improve
safety, especially with respect to those times of day when
school buses and heavy trucks are both using the facility.

The proposed project is included in the Hernando
County Metropolitan Planning Organization's Long Range
Transportation Plan.  In addition, it is consistent with the
County's Adopted Comprehensive Plan and
Transportation Improvement Program, and has been
endorsed by the City of Brooksville.

-5"C=17$@=D=/"<6=37$($A3D05"36=37$E-@(AF$*7.'B
E!"##$%'GH$45"6$*%$IJ$7"$)*$+,$&3'$)*$+,$45"6$!"##$%'G$7"$7;=$*.31"&:7$-&59K&BF

End Project

Parrott
Middle School

Begin Project

Segment
1

Segment
3

Segment
2

Segment
4 *7.'B$*=L6=37:

To better analyze the study alternatives, the project
has been divided into segments, as shown on the map.  

• Segment 1 extends from SR 50 to just north 
of Yontz Road and the railroad crossing.  

• Segment 2 extends from just north of the rail-
road crossing to just west of the Cobb–US 98
intersection.

• Segment 3 extends to County Road 491.

• Segment 4 extends from CR 491 to the end of 
the project, at the Suncoast Parkway.
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We encourage you to take an active part in the Cobb Road / US 98
PD&E Study.  If you wish to discuss the project with a Study team
member, schedule a small group meeting, or be added to the mail-
ing list, please contact Gabor Farkasfalvy, Project Manager, at:

Telephone: 1-800-226-7220

Fax: 1-813-975-9451

Email gabor.farkasfalvy@dot.state.fl.us

Address: Florida Department of Transportation
Modal Planning & Development Department
11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-500
Tampa, Florida  33612-6456
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After feasible alternatives are evaluated, a recommended alternative is selected based on project needs and
related environmental, engineering, and socioeconomic factors.  If acceptable, the Federal Highway Administration
(FHWA) then approves the recommended alternative by granting Location and Design Acceptance (LDA).

This Public Workshop is being held in accordance with  23 CFR 771 and Titles VI and VIII of the Civil Rights Act.
Anyone needing special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 should contact the Project
Manager, Gabor Farkasfalvy, at (800) 226-7220  by June 6, 2002. 
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Segment Right-of-Way ConstructionDesign 
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Cobb Road (CR 485) – SR 50 to US 98 (Segments 1 and 2) 2002/03

US 98 – Cobb Road to Citrus Way (Segment 3)

US 98 – Citrus Way to Suncoast Parkway (Segment 4) Not Currently Funded

2003/04 – 2004/05

Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded

2003/04 – 2004/05
(Reserve)

Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded
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Additional Right-of-Way Needed (acres), Including pond sites 15.7 42.3 45.5 29.0 132.6

Design Costs (millions of dollars) at 15% of Construction Costs $1.5 $1.8 $2.3 $2.0 $7.5

Right-of-Way Costs (millions of dollars), Including pond sites $2.8 $3.7 $6.6 $3.1 $16.2

Construction Costs (millions of dollars)* $10.0 $12.0 $15.1 $13.1 $50.2

Construction Engineering & Inspection Costs (millions of dollars) at 10% of Construction Costs $1.0 $1.2 $1.5 $1.3 $5.0

Wetland Mitigation Costs (millions of dollars) $0.0 $0.2 $0.0 $0.1 $0.3

Total Project Cost (millions of dollars) $15.3 $19.0 $25.5 $19.5 $79.3

Residential Relocations 0 0 0 0 0

Business Relocations 0 0 2 0 2

Wetland Area (acres) 0.1 2.8 0.1 0.6 3.6

Floodplains (acres) 0.07 0 0 0.16 0.23

Threatened & Endangered Species Involvement NO YES NO YES YES

Potential Contamination Sites within or adjacent to proposed Right-of-Way 2 0 2 0 4

Noise Sensitive Sites Effected 16 0 3 2 21

* Costs based on concrete pavement

Physical Environment Effects

RECOMMENDED "BUILD" ALTERNATIVE SUMMARY
Cobb Road / US 98 PD&E Study

SEGMENTS
FAP Nos: 2891 007 P & 2891 008 P

WPI Nos: 257299 1 & 405017 1

Engineering Factors

Social & Cultural Effects

Natural Environment Effects

TOTAL
41 2 3

11/20/2002



Florida Department of Transportation, District Seven
Modal Planning & Development Department
11201 N. Malcolm McKinley Drive, MS 7-500
Tampa, Florida 33612-6456 

Florida Department of Transportation
Project Development and Environment Study

Cobb Road and US 98 
WPI Nos: 257299 1 & 405017 1

FAP Nos: 2891 007 P & 2891 008 P

Public Hearing

Thursday, November 21, 2002
Open House 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Formal Hearing 6:00 p.m.

Dolores S. Parrott Middle School
19220 Youth Drive, Brooksville

For more information, contact:

Gabor Farkasfalvy, Project Manager
Florida Department of Transportation

Modal Planning & Development Department
11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-500

Tampa, Florida  33612-6456
800-226-7220 (Phone)

813-975-9451 (Fax)
gabor.farkasfalvy@dot.state.fl.us

Public Hearing Announcement

Number 2 October 2002This newsletter is the second in a series of three newsletters prepared by the Florida Department of   
Transportation to keep the public informed about the Cobb Road (CR 485) / US 98 PD&E Study.

Cobb Road & US 98
WPI Nos: 257299 1 & 405017 1;  FAP Nos: 2891 007 P & 2891 008 P

Project Development & Environment (PD&E) Study

(Cobb Rd., from SR 50 to US 98, and US 98, from Cobb Rd. to the Suncoast Parkway)

You are invited to attend and participate in a Public
Hearing regarding proposed improvements to Cobb Road
and US 98 in Hernando County.  This Hearing is being con-
ducted by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) in
partnership with Hernando County.  The Hearing will be held:

Date: November 21, 2002
Time: Open House 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Formal Hearing 6:00 p.m.
Place: Dolores S. Parrott Middle School

19220 Youth Drive
Brooksville, Florida

The Hearing is being conducted to afford persons the
opportunity to express their views concerning the location,
conceptual design, social, economic, and environmental
effects of the proposed widening of Cobb Road (County Road
485) and a portion of US 98.  The project would include four-
laning the entire length of Cobb Road and four-laning a por-
tion of US 98.

This newsletter serves as notice to property owners (pur-
suant to Florida Statutes 339.155) that all or a portion of
their property is within 300 feet of the centerline of the pro-
posed project.  This does not mean, however, that all proper-
ties would be directly affected.

Maps, drawings, and other pertinent information depict-
ing the project’s alignment and proposed improvements will
be available for public review from October 30, 2002 through
December 2, 2002 at the Lykes Memorial Library, located at
238 Howell Avenue, in Brooksville.  

Department representatives will be available at Parrott
Middle School beginning at 4:30 p.m. on the day of the
Hearing to answer questions and discuss the project infor-
mally.  Aerial photographs will be displayed showing the pro-

posed improvements and an audio-visual presentation about
the project will run continuously.  A court reporter will be
available to receive comments in a one-on-one setting.  In
addition, project related materials and brochures regarding
right-of-way acquisition will be available.

At 6:00 p.m. Department representatives will begin the
formal portion of the Hearing, which will include a presenta-
tion and an opportunity to make formal public comments.
Following the formal portion of the Hearing, the informal
Open House will resume and continue until 7:30 p.m.

In addition, verbal statements, written statements or
exhibits submitted at the Hearing will become part of the offi-
cial Public Hearing record.  Written statements may be
mailed to: Kenneth A. Hartmann, P.E., District Seven
Secretary, ATTN: Robert M. Clifford, AICP, District Planning
Manager, Florida Department of Transportation, M.S. 7-500,
11201 N. McKinley Drive, Tampa, Florida, 33612-6456.  All
comments must be postmarked by December 2, 2002 to
become part of the official Public Hearing record.

This Public Hearing is being held in accordance with  23
CFR 771 and Titles VI and VIII of the Civil Rights Act.  Anyone
needing special accommodations under the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990 should contact the Project Manager,
Gabor Farkasfalvy, at (800) 226-7220 by November 14,
2002. 

Sincerely,

Robert M. Clifford, AICP
District Planning Manager

Dear Property Owner or Interested Citizen:

Title VI and Title VIII Compliance
This Hearing is being held to afford all citizens the opportunity to understand the
proposed project and express concerns about the project to the Department.
This Hearing complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Title VIII of
the Civil Rights Act of 1968, as amended.

Public participation at this Hearing is encouraged and solicited without regard to
race, color, creed, religion, sex, age, national origin, disability, or family status.

Persons wishing to express their concerns relative to FDOT compliance with Title
VI and/or Title VIII, may do so by contacting the District Seven Tltle VI and VIII
Program Officer, Attn: Robert Clifford, AICP, Florida Department of
Transportation, MS 7-500, 11201 N. McKinley Drive, Tampa, Florida, 33612-
6456, or the Florida Department of Transportation Equal Opportunity Office, 605
Suwannee Street, MS 65, Tallahassee, Florida, 32399. All inquires or complaints
will be handled according to FDOT procedure and in an expeditious manner.

During this Hearing and for 10 days afterward, you will have the opportunity to
present your views concerning the project.  Your comments will be entered into
the official Public Hearing record for the project if postmarked by December 2,
2002.

Location Design Acceptance (LDA) for this project is anticipated to be received
from the Federal Highway Administration in Winter of 2003.  Individuals on the
project mailing list will be notified of the approved alternative.

What Happens Next?



A Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study is
being conducted by the Florida Department of Transportation
for the proposed widening of Cobb Road (County Road 485)
and a portion of US 98.  The Study proposes to four-lane the
entire length of Cobb Road and a portion of US 98 (see map
at right).  The Study is being conducted to find the most appro-
priate alignment and design concept for the widening and to
determine the potential effects associated with the alterna-
tives developed during the study,  including the “No-Build”
alternative.  

Ongoing transportation planning has identified the need to
improve safety, increase traffic capacity, and provide heavy
trucks a better alternative to the present US 98 route through
downtown Brooksville.  To create this alternative truck route,
Cobb Road would be upgraded to state highway standards
and would then receive the designation of US 98.  The exist-
ing segment of US 98 north of Brooksville would then become
a County road.  The redesignation of Cobb Road, along with
recent improvements to Cortez Boulevard (State Road 50),
around the southern end of Brooksville, would provide a more
attractive choice for truck drivers, allowing them to bypass
downtown Brooksville.  The proposed improvements to Cobb
Road would also improve safety, especially with respect to
those times of day when school buses and heavy trucks are
both using the facility.

The proposed project is included in the Hernando County
Metropolitan Planning Organization's Long Range
Transportation Plan.  In addition, it is consistent with the
County's Adopted Comprehensive Plan and Transportation
Improvement Program, and has been endorsed by the City of
Brooksville.

Study Segments

Segment 1: from SR 50 to north of Yontz Road.

Segment 2: from north Yontz Road to west of the Cobb
Road/US 98 intersection.

Segment 3: from west of the Cobb Road/US 98 intersection
to County Road 491.

Segment 4: from west of County Road 491 to the Suncoast
Parkway.

Segment Right-of-Way ConstructionDesign 

FDOT Five-Year Adopted Work Program (Fiscal Years 2002/2003 to 2006/2007)

Cobb Road (CR 485) – SR 50 to US 98 (Segments 1 and 2) 2002/03

US 98 – Cobb Road to Citrus Way (Segment 3)

US 98 – Citrus Way to Suncoast Parkway (Segment 4) Not Currently Funded

2003/04 – 2004/05

Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded

2003/04
(Reserve)

Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded

Segment 1 —  From SR 50 to Wheeling Street, an urban typi-
cal section would be used.  It would have four 12-foot travel
lanes, a 17.5-foot curbed median, a 6-foot sidewalk on the
west side, and a 12-foot shared use path (for pedestrians and
bicyclists) on the east side of Cobb Road. This typical section
is designed to generally fit within the existing right-of-way
(minimum 100 feet).  North of Wheeling Street in Segment 1,
the recommended alternative transitions to a suburban typi-
cal section following a left alignment.  Additional right-of-way
needed for the four-lane improvement would be acquired from
the west side of Cobb Road.  The suburban typical cross sec-
tion would also include four 12-foot travel lanes, a 12-foot
shared use path, and a 30-foot wide median.  The suburban
typical cross section would require a minimum of 158 feet of
right-of-way, or approximately 38 feet of additional right-of-
way.

The Cobb Road/US 98 PD&E Study

End Project

Parrott
Middle School

Begin Project

Segment
1

Segment
3

Segment
2

Segment
4

Recommended Project Alternative

Project Location Map

Segment 2 — the recommended alternative would continue
with the suburban typical on a left alignment to a point just
north of Youth Drive, where it would transition to a rural typi-
cal section on a left alignment.  The rural typical cross section
includes four 12-foot travel lanes, a 46-foot median, and the
shared use path on the east side would be continued. The
rural typical cross section would require a minimum 240 feet
of right-of-way, or approximately 120 feet of additional right-of-
way along the west side.  

Segments 3 and 4 — The recommended alternative is the
rural typical section on a left alignment.  The additional 40
feet of right-of-way would be acquired on the southwest side
of US 98.

A separate shared use path (trail for pedestrians and bicy-
clists) is included in each of the recommended typical sec-
tions.  The separate shared use trail is recommended
because it provides a buffer between the non-motorized trav-
elers and the high volume of heavy trucks using the main trav-
el lanes.  The recommended improvement also involves des-
ignating existing Cobb Road as US 98 to provide a route
bypassing downtown Brooksville.  The existing Cobb Road
intersection with US 98 would be realigned to allow south-
bound and northbound through movements between existing
Cobb Road and US 98 to the north.
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