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Atin: Ms. Laura Kammerer

Dear Dr. Matthews:

Subject: CR 485/U.S. 98 Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study
From SR 50 to the Suncoast Parkway
Financial Management # 257286-1 & 405017-1
Federal-aid Project # P-2821 (007} & (008)
Hernando County

The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), in cooperation with the Fiorida Depariment

of Transportation (FDOT), is conducting a PD&E study for the subject project

The proposed projecL invclves improving CR 485 and U.S. 28, from a primari.ly two-lane roadway to
a four-lane faciiity, from the vicinity of SR 50 to the Suncoast Parkwav

. Cultural Resource Assessment Survey (CRAS) was prepared in February 2003. The purpese of
the CRAS was to locate and identify any cultural rescurces within the area of potential effect (APE),
and to assess their significance in terms of eligibility for listing in the Narlona/ xegister of Historic

Places (NRHP).
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The following documents are enclosed for your review:

A copy of the CRAS dated February 2003;

One completed Survey Log Shest;

» One set of original Florida Master Site File (FMSF) forms with original photographs
(8HE28, 8HEB7-71 and 8HE73-74), (BHE461-482 and 8HE477-478), (8HE439-443 and
8HE445-440), and (8HE477); and

e One NRHP Registration Form.

The archaeolcgical field survey identified and evaiuated sight praviousiy recorded archaeolegical
AT

sites (8HE¢8 8HES7-71, and 8HE7T3-74) and four newly recorded sites (8H:46 -462 and 8HE477-
archaeclogical sites are considerad potentially 2ligible for

78) within the APE. Nocne of these 12 ies

Hat!ng in the NRHP. in addition, two archaeoi ICal ical occurrences were found.
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The historic structures field survey identified and svaiuated 10 newly discoversd historic resource
(BHE438-443 and 8HE445-448) within the APE. Cne of these nisteric resources, the Hammock
Consoiidated Scnool (HCS) ( 8%—.‘:44/ is considered petentially eligibie for listing in the NRHP under
Criterion A in the areas of education and community pianning and development. The HCS was
constructed in 1841 as a two-ieacher schoclhouse, constructed of locally quarried stone. Although
minimal modifications have been made, the buiiding conveys its historic function as a rural
schoolhcuse. A NRHF Registration Form has been prepared and included in the CRAS. The
potential NRHP boundaries for the histeric structure are located adjacent to, but outside of the
existing right-of-way. Located at the corner of U.S. 98 and CR 481, the HCS frents CR 481, facing
east, and the proposed improvements recommend widening to the other (south) side of U.S. 88.
Therefore, the proposed roadway improvements appear to have no physical invoivement with this
potentiaily NRHP-ligible structure. None of the remaining nine historical resources are considered
potentially eligible for listing in the NRHP.

Based on the informaticn presented in the CRAS, the FHWA has etam'\ired that none of the

historic properties and archaegciocgicai sites, cxc:af for thc HCS (8HE477), is considered eiigibie for
listing in the NRHP. Based on the informaticn presented in the CRAS unc the applicaticn of adverse
effects criteriz included in 36 CFR Part 800.5, the F} 'W’\ has determined that the HCS is eligibie for
listing in the NRHP, and that this proposed underiaking would have no effect on the Hammock
Consolidated Schocl. Pursuant to 36 CFR Part 8C0.8; we request your review and concurrence with
the above stated determination of eligibility and sffect.

if you have any guestions, piease contact Mr. Marvin L. Williams at (850) 942-96350 extension 302¢S.
Sincerely,

Manrsll Ny

For: Ja'ﬁes E. St. John

Division Administrator
Enclosure(s)

(/cc: Mr. Waddzah Farah, FDOT, District Seven EMOC, (MS-50)

The Fiorida Division of Historical Resources concurs with this determination, and finds the raport
complete and sufficient.

. - P cud
. L0 0R CLl Nt sutn 3/ fo3
\U,.J*net Snyder Matthews, Ph.D. Y/ Date
N Flerica State Histeric Preser ration Officer
- | =20
DHR File No. _ RCDP S - /1227

v/ xer C.oLeroy Truoivo , FDOT, CEMO
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CULTURAL RESOURCE ASSESSMENT SURVEY REPORT
COBB ROAD (CR 485)/US 98 PD&E STUDY

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is conducting a Project Development
and Environment (PD&E) Study for improvement alternatives to CR 485 (Cobb Road)
from SR 50 to US 98 and US 98 from CR 485 (Cobb Road) to the North Suncoast
Parkway in Hernando County, Florida. The Study also is evaluating proposed stormwater
retention and floodplain compensation areas. The total length of the proposed project is
approximately 11.5 miles. A cultural resource assessment survey (CRAS) was undertaken
to comply with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public
Law 89-655), as amended, and the implementing regulations 36 CFR 800 (revised May
1999), as well as the provisions contained in the revised Chapter 267, Florida Statutes.
All work was carried out in conformity with Part 2, Chapter 12 ("Archaeological and
Historical Resources") of the FDOT’s Project Development and Environment Manual
(revised January 1999), and the standards contained in "The Historic Preservation
Compliance Review Program of the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical
Resources" manual (revised November 1990).

The purpose of the cultural resource assessment survey was to locate, identify, and
bound any cultural resources within the project area of potential effects (APE) and to
assess their significance in terms of eligibility for listing in the National Register of
Historic Places (NRHP). The historical/architectural and archaeological field surveys
were conducted between November 2001 and August 2002. This report documents the
results of the CRAS component of the PD&E Study, and includes the roadway alignment
alternatives as well as proposed alternate pond sites.

Archaeological background research, including a review of the Florida Master Site File
(FMSF) and the NRHP, indicated that 11 previously recorded archaeological sites are
located along the Cobb Road/US 98 project corridor. A review of relevant site locational
information for environmentally similar areas within Hernando County and the
surrounding region indicated a high probability for the occurrence of prehistoric sites
within portions of the project corridor. The background research also indicated that sites,
if present, would most likely be small lithic or artifact scatters. The results of historical
research suggested a moderate potential for historic period archaeological sites associated
with late nineteenth and early twentieth century settlements and roads. As a result of the
field survey, four archaeological sites (SHE461, -462, -477, and -478) were newly
identified and eight previously recorded sites (SHE28, -67, -68, -69, -70, -71, -73, and -
74) were found. Of these total 12 archaeological sites, none is considered potentially
eligible for listing in the NRHP. Two archaeological occurrences (AOs) also were
discovered.

February, 2003 i
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Historical background research, including a review of the FMSF and the NRHP,
indicated that no historic resources (50 years of age or older) are recorded in the project
area. Field survey resulted in the identification and evaluation of ten historic resources
(8HE439 through -443 and 8HE445 through -449). Of these, the Hammock Consolidated
School (8HE447) is considered potentially eligible for listing in the NRHP. This historic
property is located adjacent to the existing right-of-way. No new right-of-way or pond
areas have been proposed in this site area.

February, 2003 i
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose

This Cultural Resource Assessment Survey (CRAS) Report is one in a series of reports
prepared as part of the Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study undertaken
by the Florida Department of Transportation for the proposed Cobb Road (CR 485) and
US 98 improvement project in Hernando County, Florida. The purpose of the CRAS is to
locate, identify and bound any prehistoric and historic period archaeological sites and
historic structures located within and adjacent to the project area of potential effects
(APE), including proposed alternate pond sites, and to assess site significance in terms of

eligibility for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The

historical/architectural and archaeological field surveys were conducted between
November 2001 and August 2002. Field surveys were preceded by background research.
Such work served to provide both an informed set of expectations concerning the kinds of
cultural resources which might be anticipated to occur within the project’s APE, as well

as a basis for evaluating any new sites discovered.

For the purpose of the archaeological survey, the APE was defined as land within and
immediately adjacent to the existing and proposed rights-of-way, as well as proposed
alternate stormwater retention and floodplain compensation areas (hereinafter, referred to
as proposed pond sites). The APE for the historical/architectural survey extended
approximately 400 ft. in each direction from the centerline of the existing right-of-way.

The historical/architectural survey also included all proposed pond sites.

This survey was initiated in order to comply with Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), as amended, and the implementing
regulations 36 CFR 800 (revised May 1999), as well as the provisions contained within
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the revised Chapter 267, Florida Statutes. All work was carried out in conformity with
Part 2, Chapter 12 ("Archaeological and Historical Resources") of the Florida

Department of Transportation’s Project Development and Environment Manual (revised

January 1999), and the standards contained in "The Historic Preservation Compliance
Review Program of the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources"

manual (revised November 1990).

English units of measure are utilized throughout most of the report. However, in
accordance with standard archaeological convention, metric equivalents are provided in

Sections 5 and 6.

1.2 Project Description

The proposed project will improve the capacity and safety of the existing two-lane Cobb
Road (CR 485) and a portion of US 98 in Hernando County, Florida. The project study
area begins on Cobb Road at SR 50 in the City of Brooksville and extends northward 4.5
miles to US 98. The study area then proceeds seven miles westward along US 98 to the
North Suncoast Parkway. These segments of Cobb Road and US 98 are currently two-
lane undivided rural arterials. The total length of the proposed project is approximately

11.5 miles. Figure 1.1 presents the location of the project.

The existing Cobb Road/US 98 corridor provides traffic flow around the west side of the
city of Brooksville, ultimately connecting SR 50 with the Suncoast Parkway (SR 589).
Traftic growth in Hernando County and in the vicinity of the City of Brooksville will
cause Cobb Road and US 98 to become congested if traffic capacity is not added to the
system. The need to provide a safer designated bypass route around the City of
Brooksville is vital, particularly for the large volume of truck traffic associated with three

major rock mines and other industrial facilities situated along the project corridor.

February, 2003 1-2
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Capacity and safety improvements to Cobb Road and US 98, along with the designation
of Cobb Road as US 98, represents a long-standing goal of the City of Brooksville and
Hernando County. This goal has been incorporated into the Hernando County
Metropolitan Planning Organization’s (MPO) Long Range Transportation Plan, which
calls for widening the existing roadways to a continuous four-lane divided, controlled

access facility.

1.3 Study Alternatives

1.3.1 Project Segmentation

The project has been divided into six segments for purposes of impacts analysis. The
project segmentation is shown on the Project Location and Segmentation Map in Figure

1.1. The segments of the project are identified as follows:

® Segment la: Cobb Road from north of SR 50 to north of Wheeling Street

® Segment Ib: Cobb Road from north of Wheeling Street to north of Yontz Road
e Segment2a:  Cobb Road from north of Yontz Road to south of US 98

e Segment 2b: Cobb Road/US 98 Intersection

e Segment3: US98 from north of Cobb Road to CR 491

® Segment4: US98 from CR 491 to Suncoast Parkway

1.3.2 Preferred Build Alternative

1.3.2.1 Segment 1a - Urban, Fit within Existing Right-of-Way

The proposed typical section for Segment 1a is an urban typical section consisting of two
12-ft. travel lanes in each direction, a 6-ft. sidewalk in the left (west) side and a 12-ft.

February, 2003 1-3
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shared use path on the right (east) aide. This typical section utilizes a 17.5-ft. median and
fits within the existing right-of-way width (minimum 100 ft.). The proposed design speed
is 45 mph.

1.3.2.2 Segment 1b - Suburban Left

The proposed typical section for Segment 1b is a suburban typical section consisting of
two 12-ft. travel lanes in each direction with 8-ft. outside shoulders (5 ft. paved) and a
12-ft. shared use path on the right (east) side. This typical section utilizes a 30-ft. median
(22-ft. curb to curb and 4-ft. offsets to edge of inside travel lanes). The proposed
minimum right-of-way width required is 158 ft. The proposed design speed is 55 mph. A
left alignment is proposed for this segment.

1.3.2.3 Segment 2a - Suburban Left Transitioning to Rural Left

Two typical sections are proposed for Segment 2a. The proposed typical section for the
portion of Segment 2a south of Youth Drive is a suburban typical section as described
above in Section 1.3.2.2. North of Youth Drive, a transition would take place to a rural
typical section consisting of two 12-ft. travel lanes, 8-ft. outside shoulders (5-ft. paved)
and 6-ft. inside shoulders (4-ft. paved) in each direction and a 12-ft. shared use path on
the right (east) side. The proposed minimum right-of-way width required is 240 ft. The
proposed design speed is 70 mph. A left alignment is proposed for this segment.

1.3.2.4 Segment 2b - Rural Realign
The proposed typical section for Segment 2b is a rural typical section as described above

in Section 1.3.2.3. This proposed rural typical section would be utilized on a new

alignment to create a through movement between Cobb Road and US 98 to the north. The
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existing US 98 to the south would be realigned to a “T” intersection with the new

alignment.

1.3.2.5 Segment 3 - Rural Left

The proposed typical section for Segment 3 is a rural typical section as described above

in Section 1.3.2.3. A left alignment is proposed for this segment.

1.3.2.6 Segment 4 - Rural Left

The proposed typical section for Segment 4 is a rural typical section as described above

in Section 1.3.2.3. A left alignment is proposed for this segment.

1.3.3 No Build Alternative

Under the No Build Alternative, no action would be taken with respect to improving
Cobb Road and US 98 within the limits of the project study area. Though the No Build
Alternative has major deficiencies, it will remain under consideration until after the

Public Hearing when the final recommendation will be made.
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2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

Environmental factors such as geology, topography, relative elevation, soils, vegetation,
and water resources are important in determining where prehistoric and historic period
archacological sites are likely to be located. These variables influenced what types of
resources were available for utilization in a given area. This, in turn, influenced decisions
regarding settlement location and land-use patterns. Because of the influence of the local
environmental factors upon the aboriginal inhabitants, a discussion of the effective

environment is included.

2.1 Project Location

The Cobb Road/US 98 corridor is located in Sections 4,8, 9, 17, and 20 of Township 22
South, Range 19 East; Sections 13, 18, 19, 20, 28, 29, and 33 of Township 21 South,
Range 19 East; and Sections 3, 10, 11, 13, and 14 of Township 21 South, Range 18 East
(USGS Brooksville, Fla. 1954, PR 1988; Brooksville NW, Fla. 1954, 1988) in Hernando
County, Florida (Figure 2.1a-€). The project corridor begins at the intersection of Cobb
Road and SR 50 in the City of Brooksville, extends northward 4.5 miles to the
intersection of Cobb Road and US 98, and follows US 98 northwest seven miles to its

intersection with the North Suncoast Parkway, a distance of approximately 11.5 miles.

2.2  Existing Land Use

The predominant existing land uses in the study area are agricultural and mining.
Agricultural designations are representative of large hay fields and active cattle pastures.
Mining designations are representative of three major mining facilities located along the
project corridor, including Florida Mining & Materials Corporation, Florida Crushed

Stone Company and Florida Rock Industries, Inc. Industrial land uses also exist along the

February, 2003 2-1
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project corridor, representing several notable facilities, including Flagstone Pavers, Ewell
Industries and Florida Concrete and Stone. Some scattered single-family residential and
commercial uses are situated along the corridor, particularly in the southern portion.
Vacant lands are also found along the project corridor. Recreational land uses include the
Ernie Wever Youth Park adjacent to the D.S. Parrot Middle School and the private World
Woods Golf course at the northern end of the project. Lands associated with the
Annutteliga Hammock Conservation and Recreation Lands (CARL) on the north side of
US 98 are designated as conservation lands in the County’s land use mapping. Simple

views within Segments 3 and 4 are presented in Photographs 2.1 and 2.2, respectively.

23 Physiography and Geology

The Annuteliga Hammock region is a part of the Brooksville Ridge, which in turn is part
of Florida’s Central Highlands physiographic province (Figure 2.2; White 1970). The
Brooksville Ridge is divided into eastern and western sections. The eastern section, with
elevations from 50 to 100 feet, is characterized by deep, sandy soils with numerous
depressions and sinks. The western section, with elevations from 75 to 100 feet, is

characterized by rolling, deep sandy ridges (USDA 1977).

The basement geology of the study area is composed of Paleozoic granites, diorites, and
thyolites (continental crust assemblage). This underlays a Pre-Cretaceous unconformity
that is thought to reflect a Jurassic transform plate boundary. These strata are capped by
the broad, ca. 2 km thick (Klitgord, Popenoe and Schouten 1984), carbonate platform that
forms the study area’s topography. Post-rifting readjustments of Jurassic tectonics are
thought to have continued into the Tertiary, thereby affecting the limestone cap. The
post-depositional rupturing of the upper carbonates created vents for freshwater spring
flow and promoted karstification of the surface. The karst topography strongly controls

west-central Florida’s geomorphology (Hine et al. 1985). The carbonate cap of the study
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Photograph 2.1. Looking south-southwest along US 98 Segment 3 in general vicinity of
newly recorded archaeological site SHE461.

Photograph 2.2. Looking west at Proposed Alternate Pond 31a area in Segment 4. Site
8HE28/71 was identified here.
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area consists of two formations, the lower Ocala Limestone (a fossiliferous, shallow-
water limestone), and the upper Suwannee Limestone (a granular, shallow water,
bioclastic limestone). Unconsolidated post-Suwannee sands and clays form a thin and

discontinuous covering soil.

2.4 Lithic Resources

Stone played an important role in the lifeways of the prehistoric people that lived in this
part of Florida. Due to the highly acidic nature of the Florida soils, preservation of
organic cultural material is quite poor. Thus, stone tools and the debris from their
manufacture are by far the most prevalent archaeological material present at inland
prehistoric sites. Besides providing the medium from which implements utilized in
hunting, butchering, and hide processing were produced, stone was also used in the

production of tools for working bone, wood, shell, and vegetal fiber (Purdy and Beach
1980).

Two kinds of lithic raw material were utilized by prehistoric populations in west-central
Florida, namely silicified limestone, known by geologists and archaeologists as chert, and
silicified coral. Chert and silicified coral are the result of silicification of two host

materials, i.e., Miocene limestones and coral, respectively (Upchurch et al. 1982).

A dominant structural feature, the Ocala Uplift, controls the outcrop patterns in this part
of Florida (Deuerling and MacGill 1981). Chert is restricted to the flanks of areas of
tectonic upheaval, in this case, the margins of the Ocala Uplift. Over the past several
decades, researchers have attempted to isolate and identify the origins of specific types of
chert based on physical properties, e.g., trace elements, chemical, mineralogical, and
petrological properties (Purdy and Blanchard 1973; Purdy 1976; Upchurch et al. 1982).

The most successful efforts have been produced by Upchurch and his students, whose
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work focused on the identification of quarry clusters. Quarry clusters are defined as
geographical areas containing outcrops of chert which are uniform in fabric, composition,
and fossil content and which were visited and utilized by early humans (Upchurch et al.
1982). Nineteen quarry clusters have been identified in Florida, as well as several sub-
areas within quarry clusters (Upchurch et al. 1982). This identification has allowed
archaeologists to recognize variation in regional cherts and place them into a spatial

framework with respect to location of archaeological sites.

The project area largely lies within the Brooksville Quarry Cluster (Figure 2.3). The chert
of the Brooksville Quarry Cluster is derived from the Oligocene Suwannee Formation
Limestone. The chert occurs “as residual boulders in the soil or as isolated, large nodules
in the unweathered limestone (Upchurch et al. 1982:129). Brooksville Quarry Cluster
cherts are variable in color, including white, very light gray, medium gray, pale orange
pink, pale grayish orange, and/or grayish orange pink. This chert was formed from
grainstone or packstone. Miliolid foraminifera and the presence of quartz sand within the
fabric distinguish this chert type (Upchurch et al. 1982:130). Numerous lithic
procurement sites are associated with this cluster (Upchurch et al. 1982:100, 128). Chert
quarry sites and/or exposures are often associated with collapsed sinks or other karst-
related features. A known quarry site in the general vicinity of the Cobb Road/US 98
project corridor has been identified in Section 5, Township 21 South, Range 19 East
(about two miles north of US 98). Another outcrop of chert was identified in a road cut
along CR 491 in Section 6, also about two miles to the north (Upchurch et al. 1982:128,
130). Numerous sinks and “stony” and “very stony” spots are located in the general

project area (USDA 1977).

Silicified coral is the product of the replacement of the original coral aragonite skeletal
material with silicates. Such replacement often preserved the fabric of the coral resulting

in the distinctive "star" pattern in the stone if it is broken perpendicular to the plant's axis.
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The fossil genus most common is Siderastrea, a fossil found in Miocene and Oligocene
formations of Florida and southern Georgia (Upchurch et al. 1982). Silicified coral
cannot as yet be identified as to source location though outcrops occur in the Green
Swamp and along the Hillsborough River (Upchurch et al. 1982). Silicified coral was
frequently thermally altered by prehistoric humans in order to improve its workability.
Silicified coral that has been thermally altered often appears deep pink/red in color,
possesses a waxy luster, and occasionally exhibits spalling in the form of potlid fractures,

as well as small fissures known as crazing.

2.5  Vegetation and Soils

The Cobb Road/US 98 project corridor is located within the Annuteliga Hammock area
of central Hernando County. This belt of upland hardwood forest, which is situated to the
northwest of Brooksville, covers approximately 32 square miles. It is rimmed by a series
of high hills which enclose an elongated central valley. Annuteliga Hammock possesses
diversity in vegetation. The mesic hammock is characterized by a preponderance of tall
hardwoods including southern magnolia, live oak, water oak, sweetgum, pignut hickory
and pine. This native vegetation remains in many areas where agriculture and industrial

development have not encroached.

The project corridor is located entirely within the Nobleton-Blichton-Flemington soil
association, which underlies Annuteliga Hammock. This association is characterized by
nearly level to strongly sloping, poorly to somewhat poorly drained, gray to brown, fine
sandy loams to sands less than 40 inches thick over loamy and clayey material (USDA
1977). Specific soil types within the association include: Arrendondo, Kendrick,
Nobleton, and Wauchula fine sands and Blichton, Flemington, and Micanopy loamy fine
sand. These soils correlate with the upland hardwood forest community. The natural

vegetation typically associated with these soils includes loblolly, slash, and longleaf
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pines; live, laurel, and water oaks; magnolia, hickory, dogwood, red cedar, and
sweetgum, and an understory of bluestem, dwarf huckleberry, smilax, yellow jasmine,
paspalum, pineland threeawn, hornbeam, hop hornbeam, American holly, American
beauty berry, deertongue, indiangrass, hairy panicum, annual forbs, saw palmetto,

inkberry, wax myrtle, and runner oak.

2.6 Local Hydrology

Hernando County is situated within the Middle Gulf Hydrologic System (Cherry et al.
1970). The major permanent streams are the Withlacoochee, Little Withlacoochee and
Weeki Wachee Rivers. Numerous small streams and creeks are located in the coastal
areas. Springs are also common along the coast. Approximately 130 lakes are scattered
throughout the county (USDA 1977). During the Late Pleistocene/Early Holocene, many

of these water features were non-existent.

The surface drainage of the project area is very poorly developed, and this part of
Hernando County is mostly drained through numerous sinks, closed depressions, lakes
and grassy prairies. The few streams that do occur in the interior portions of the county
terminate in sinkhole drains. Local water sources within the project area include Willow
Lake, Hobb Prairie, Turkey Prairie, Tank Lake, Johnson Pond, Skinner Lake, Horse Lake
and Harris Pond. The moderate to small size permanent lakes appear to be surface
expressions of perched water tables (HDR 1987:17). The prairie (basin) lakes, also called
sink outlet lakes, are usually dry during dry periods; flooding may occur during wet

periods
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2.7 Paleoenvironmental Considerations

At the approximate time of human entry into the New World, the Laurentide and
Cordilleran glaciers (together the Wisconsin glaciation) were at their full extent and
covered the northern half of North America (Martin 1985). Glaciation affected every
facet of the North American environment. Temperatures were lower, vegetation zones
shifted southward, now-extinct game roamed freely, lowered sea levels exposed currently
submerged coastlines, and the weight of the ice sheets depressed the underlying
continental crust. As deglaciation began approximately 18,000 years ago, North America,
slowly began assuming its present environmental configuration. Regional data, including
sea level curves, limnological analyses and pollen samples from Florida’s Lakes Sheelar
and Mud, and Georgia’s Lake Louise provide the following reconstruction of the project

area’s environmental past.

At glacial maximum, about 21,000 years ago, the vegetation of northern Florida was
dominated by pine, oak, hickory, and various herbs (Watts and Hansen 1988). Arid and
windy conditions prevailed (Watts and Hansen 1988), and sea levels were some 390 feet
below present levels (Bloom 1983), resulting in the exposure of miles of Florida’s broad
and gently sloping Gulf Coast continental shelf. This exposed shelf was entrenched by
ancient riverbeds (Haag 1962; Russell 1957). Lower sea levels also altered Florida’s
hydrological system. When sea level was lower, the freshwater sources originating from
Florida’s aquifer were also lower. The lowered aquifer, coupled with arid conditions,
would have made potable water a scarce commodity. The overall effect of the Pleistocene
hydrological condition would have resulted in relatively isolated freshwater sources in a

dry and windy environment.

Global warming began approximately 18,000 years ago and maintained a steady rate of

deglaciation for roughly 4000 years. Subsequently, onshore winds were warmer and
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deglaciation was accelerated (Pielou 1991). The Florida/Georgia pollen from 14,000 to
12,000 years ago reflects a radically different forest composition from the prior
assemblage. Pine was scarce and oak, hickory, beech, ash, hornbeam, and other mesic
trees were abundant. This floral composition suggests a summer-warm climate with high
precipitation (Watts 1988). By 12,000 years ago, sea level is estimated to have been

approximately 164 feet (50 meters) below its present level.

Deglaciation was not a linear progression, but rather a trend marked by hiatus and
regression. About 11,000 years ago, during a period known as the Younger Dryas,
conditions similar to those at glacial maximum prevailed. Analysis of pollen from this
period indicates a re-advance of the pine forests in north Florida (Watts and Hansen
1988), and a stillstand, or possibly a regression, of sea level (Fairbridge 1961; Coastal
Environments 1977; Fairbanks 1989). The Younger Dryas ended about 10,000 years ago.
Its terminus marked the end of the Pleistocene and the beginning of the Holocene, a new
Epoch that began a period of rapid global warming. The climate of the Holocene
produced substantial changes, including the extinction of the Pleistocene megafauna. The
predominant species were large grazers, some of which were herd ungulates (Carbone
1983:10). Within Florida, the presence of long nosed peccary, spectacled bear, southern
llama, and giant armadillo indicate that this region possessed a rich and diverse

environment (Carbone 1983).

From 7,000 to 5,000 years ago, there was a transition in vegetation from oak scrub to the
pine/swamp community that is characteristic of north Florida today (Watts and Hansen
1988). At this time the final transgressive phase of sea level began. Rivers assumed their
present courses and the current barrier island system was formed at this time (Schnable
1968). By roughly 5000 years ago, major environmental changes resulted in the
establishment of modern floral and climatic conditions (Watts 1975). Southern pine

forests replaced the oak savannahs, and extensive marshes and swamps developed along

February, 2003 2-9



CULTURAL RESOURCE ASSESSMENT SURVEY REPORT
COBB ROAD (CR 485)/US 98 PD&E STUDY

the coasts. Surface water was plentiful in karst terrains and the level of the Florida aquifer
rose to five feet above present levels. With the onset of modern environmental
conditions, numerous micro-environments were available to the aboriginal inhabitants.
By 4000 years ago, ground water had reached current levels, and the shift to warmer,

moister conditions saw the appearance of hardwood forests, bayheads, cypress swamps,

prairies, and marshlands.
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3.0 PREHISTORIC REVIEW

A discussion of the regional prehistory is presented here to provide a framework within
which to examine the local archeological resources. Aboriginal populations have
inhabited Florida for at least 14,000 years. The earliest cultural stages are fairly similar
throughout the southeastern United States. Cultural regionalism began to develop
approximately 4000 years ago with the advent of fired clay pottery and was evident by
500 B.C.

In general, archaeologists summarize the prehistory of a given area (i.e. an archaeological
region) by outlining the sequence of archaeological cultures through time. These cultures
are defined largely in geographical terms, but also reflect shared environmental and
cultural factors. The project area is located within the North Peninsula Gulf Coast
archeological region as defined by Milanich and Fairbanks (1980:22). This area extends
from Pasco County northward to the Apalachee Bay region (Figure 3.1). Within this
zone, Milanich and Fairbanks (1980) and, more recently, Milanich (1994) have defined
the Paleo-Indian, Archaic, Formative, and Mississippian/Acculturative stages on the basis
of unique sets of material cultural traits such as characteristic stone tool forms and
ceramics, as well as subsistence, settlement, and burial patterns (Table 3.1). These broad
temporal units are further subdivided into culture periods or phases: Paleo-Indian,
Archaic (Early, Middle, and Late), Orange, Florida Transitional, Deptford, Weeden
Island, and Safety Harbor. The historic aboriginal culture is Seminole. A brief summary

of these periods follows.

3.1 Paleo-Indian

The Paleo-Indian stage is the earliest cultural manifestation in Florida, dating from
roughly 12,000 to 7500 B.C. (Milanich 1994). Archaeological evidence for Paleo-Indians

consists primarily of scattered finds of diagnostic lanceolate-shaped projectile points. The
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Florida peninsula at this time was quite different than today. The climate was cooler and
drier. Vegetation was typified by xerophytic species with scrub oak, pine, open grassy
prairies, and savannas being the most common (Milanich 1994:40). Since sea levels were
as much as 35 meters (115 feet) below present levels, it is probable that many of the sites

dating from this time period have been inundated (Ruppé 1980; Scholl et al. 1969).

Archaeologists hypothesize that Paleo-Indians lived in migratory bands and subsisted by
gathering and hunting, including the now-extinct Pleistocene megafauna. Since the
climate was cooler and much drier, it is likely that these nomadic bands traveled between
permanent and semi-permanent sources of water, exploiting seasonally available
resources. This has been referred to as the Oasis hypothesis (Dunbar 1991). These
watering holes would have attracted the animals which the Indians hunted, thus providing

food and drink.

Excavations at the Harney Flats Site in Hillsborough County (8HI507) have provided a
rich body of data concerning Paleo-Indian lifeways (Daniel and Wisenbaker 1987). It has
been suggested that Paleo-Indian settlement may “not have been related as much to
seasonal changes as generally postulated for the succeeding Archaic period,” but instead
movement was perhaps related to the scheduling of “tool-kit replacement, social needs,
and the availability of water,” among other factors (Daniel and Wisenbaker 1987:175).
During the late Paleo-Indian period, the large lanceolate-shaped Suwannee and Simpson
points were replaced by the smaller Tallahassee, Santa Fe, and Beaver Lake types

(Milanich 1994:53).

A few Paleo-Indian camp sites have been found in North Central Florida. These are
concentrated along the Ocala Lime Rock Ridge (Dunbar and Waller 1983). River

crossings, sink holes, spring caverns, or other karst features are the most common site
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Table 3.1 Cultural Chronology and Traits.

Culture Period and
Time Frame

Cultural Traits

Paleo-Indian
12,000 - 7500 B.C.

Migratory hunters and gatherers traveling between permanent and semi-
permanent sources of potable water; Oasis model; Suwannee and Simpson
projectile points; unifacial scrapers.

Early Archaic
7500 - 5000 B.C.

Hunters and gatherers; less nomadic; sites found in a variety of locations;
stemmed projectile points such as Arredondo, Hamilton, and Kirk varieties;
increase in population size and density; burials in wet environment cemeteries;
fabric and cordage available.

Middle Archaic
5000 - 3000 B.C.

More evidence of coastal utilization; increased sedentism; increased variety of
site types; burials occurring within midden deposits; stemmed broad bladed
projectile points such as the Newnan; increased use of thermal alteration and
silicified coral for stone tool manufacture.

Late (Ceramic) Archaic

Preceramic and ceramic sites; point types include Culbreath, Clay, and

500 B.C. - A.D. 200

3000 - 500 B.C. Lafayette; Orange series ceramics are initially fiber tempered and molded; plain
type early on, by 1650 B.C. geometric designs and punctations decorate the
vessels; increased use of estuarine resources and occupation along the coastal
lagoons.

Deptford Primarily a coastal manifestation with inland extractive camps; ceramics were

sand tempered and decorated with simple, check, and linear check stamping;
focused on the exploitation of the marine resources; permanent residences
along the coast; increased complexity in burial practices.

Weeden Island-related
A.D. 200 -900

Ceramics tempered with sand or limestone (Pasco wares); most coastal shell
middens made from oyster; farming may have occurred at inland sites; village
ceramics were primarily plain; riverine and freshwater marsh environments also
fairly heavily exploited; many burial mounds were continuously used.

Safety Harbor
(precolumbian)
A.D. 900 - 1500

Most sites are still along the coast, but some are inland; most village pottery is
undecorated Pasco Plain; mound sites have decorated ceramics; hunter
fisherfolk utilizing the estuarine resources; dispersed settlements; Southeast
Ceremonial Complex influences though no intensive agricultural pursuits were
undertaken.

Safety Harbor
(columbian)
A.D. 1500 - 1725

European artifacts appear at the sites; settlement and subsistence patterns
similar to precolumbian period until disease and warfare disrupt the aboriginal
social system and decimate the population.

locations. In Hernando County, Paleo-Indian materials have been recovered from the

Hospital Hole and Clay Sink Sites (Florida Site Files [FSF]) as well as from Bayport,
Royal Highlands, and from the beds of the Weeki Wachee and Chassahowitzka Rivers

(Robinson 1979:82, 100). Sites containing Paleo-Indian points and the bones of now-
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extinct mammals have been found at the bottom of the Withlacoochee River at the
Marion/Citrus County line, Silver Springs, and Silver Glen Springs in Marion County
(Hemmings 1975; Neill 1958, 1964). To the south of the project area, the Colorado Site
(8HE241) along SR 50 has yielded Suwannee/Simpson preforms indicative of the Paleo-
Indian period (Horvath et al. 1998). Paleo-Indian land sites are rare because they are

often deeply buried and, thus, are not easily detected.

3.2 Archaic

The Archaic stage (7500-500 B.C.) has been divided into three periods: Early Archaic
(7500-5000 B.C.), Middle Archaic (5000-3000 B.C.), and Late Archaic (3000-500 B.C.)
(Milanich 1994). Bullen (1959, 1972, 1975b) separates the Orange (2000-1000 B.C.) and
the Transitional (1200-500 B.C.) periods from the Late Archaic. Milanich (1994:35),
however, suggests that even with the advent of fired clay pottery, the basic lifestyles of

the aboriginal occupations of the Late Archaic remained relatively unchanged.

The beginning of the Archaic is denoted by interrelated environmental and cultural
changes. The environmental changes associated with the end of the Pleistocene
necessitated modification of the extant prehistoric settlement patterns and subsistence
strategies. Whereas the Paleo-Indians depended more heavily upon the Pleistocene
megafauna and the relatively limited number of freshwater sources, Archaic populations
hunted smaller game and learned to exploit their environment more effectively. These
adaptive changes resulted in an increase in the number and types of archeological sites,
such as marine and freshwater shell middens. The effects of the changing environment
can be seen by the variation in site locations. Though Early Archaic materials are often
found in association with Paleo-Indian deposits (e.g., Clay Sink Site), especially around
water sources, other Early Archaic sites are located in areas devoid of Paleo-Indian

components.
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Early Archaic sites are recognized by the presence of Dalton and/or Bolen points as well
as the Kirk varieties. Milanich (1994:64) notes that there are no well-documented Early
Archaic coastal or riverine shell midden sites. This may be due to sea level rise as
opposed to avoidance of these areas. The lithic tool assemblage has a wider variety of
tool types than during the previous time period. Early Archaic populations continued to
locate their sites around available water sources. However, as water sources became more
numerous, larger populations could be sustained. This resulted in larger sites that were

occupied for longer periods of time.

During the Middle Archaic, wetter conditions prevail. Sea levels began to rise and pine
forests and swamps began to emerge. The climate was changed to one of more
pronounced seasonality. Settlement became focused within coastal and riverine locales
(Milanich 1994:64). Subsistence was based on hunting, fishing, shellfish collecting, and
plant gathering. The previously proposed theory that Archaic populations practiced a
seasonal migration pattern between the interior and the coast has been called into
question by recent investigations. Evidence from Horr’s Island, located along the
southwest Florida coast, indicates that this Middle Archaic site was occupied during all

seasons of the year (Russo 1991).

Milanich (1994:81) suggests that Early and Middle Archaic peoples used aquatic
environments for burial. The Early Archaic Windover Site, located near Titusville,
contained primary and flexed burials within a peat pond. These were held in place with
wooden stakes and the interments included grave goods such as textiles and worked bone,
shell, and wood (Doran and Dickel 1988). The Gauthier cemetery was situated within a
slough between a pond and Lake Poinsett. These burials were also primary and flexed
(Carr and Jones 1981; Sigler-Eisenberg 1984). Underwater interments have also been
recovered from the Middle Archaic Bay West Site near Naples and the Republic Groves
Site in Hardee County (Beriault et al. 1981; Wharton et al. 1981). These burial sites, like
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Windover, both had an adjacent land site evidenced by a midden. Burials within
freshwater shell midden deposits have been identified at the Tick Island Site within the
St. Johns River basin.

Middle Archaic sites are often characterized by the large stemmed projectile points,
especially the Newnan type. Other point types include Hillsborough, Levy, Putnam,
Alachua, and Marion (Bullen 1975a). In addition, silicified coral was more prevalent as a
lithic tool raw material (Milanich 1994) and thermal alteration of the stone became more

common (Ste. Claire 1987).

The Middle Archaic sites recorded throughout the state include large base camps, smaller
special-use campsites, quarries, and burial areas. The most common sites are the smaller
campsites which were most likely used for hunting or served as special use extractive
sites for such activities as gathering nuts or other botanical materials. Nut collecting
stations would have been used seasonally. Aboriginal populations mined stone for their
tools at quarry sites. They usually roughly shaped the item prior to transporting to another
locale for finishing. Base camps are defined by the larger artifact assemblage and wider

variety of tool forms present.

By about 2000 B.C., the firing of clay pottery made its appearance in Florida. The first
ceramics had fibers (Spanish moss or palmetto) as the tempering agents within the clay.
These wares are referred to as the Orange or Norwood series. The ceramics lacked
decoration until about 1650 B.C. when they became decorated with geometric designs
and punctations. The projectile points used by the Late Archaic populations were
virtually the same as those utilized during the Middle Archaic period with the inclusion

of the Clay, Culbreath, and Lafayette stemmed and corner-notched varieties.
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Milanich (1994:86-87) indicates that there is little difference between Middle and Late
Archaic populations except that there are more Late Archaic sites and the density of sites
is higher. The Late Archaic settlements were primarily located near wetland locales. The

abundance of resources located in and near the wetlands permitted larger settlements.

This change in settlement patterns may be related to environmental changes. By the end
of the Middle Archaic, the climate closely resembled that of today; vegetation changed
from those species which preferred moist conditions to pines and mixed forests (Watts
and Hansen 1988). Sea levels rose, inundating sites located along the shore line (Ruppé
1988). The adaptation to this environment allowed for a wider variety of resources to be
exploited and a wider variation in settlement patterns. No longer was site location tied to
the proximity of scarce waterholes. Shellfish, fish, and other food sources were now
available from coastal and freshwater wetlands resulting in an increased population size.
The Johns Island Site, located at the mouth of the Chassahowitzka River, dates from this
time period (Bullen and Bullen 1950).

During the Transitional stage of the Late Archaic, regional differences in cultural
adaptation developed. For example, along Florida’s west coast, sand was mixed with the
fibers as a tempering agent, whereas the manufacture of a temperless paste (St. Johns
ware) characterized the St. Johns region, and limestone-tempered ceramics (Pasco wares)
dominated the Citrus/Hernando/Pasco County area. Nonetheless, because the same basic
settlement and subsistence patterns were being followed, Bullen (1959, 1965) suggests
that there was a diffusion of cultural traits as a result of the movement of small groups.
Among the sites which date to this period are the Battery Point (Bullen and Bullen 1953,
1954; Coates 1955) and Johns Island (Bullen and Bullen 1950) Sites in coastal Hernando
County. The Blackwater Pond Site (8HE66) also dates to the Transitional (Whitney

1986). In addition, Transitional stage semi-fiber-semi-sand tempered pottery has been
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found at the Canyon Swallow Road Site (§8HE247) identified along the North Suncoast
Expressway (Wharton 1990:36).

33 Formative

The Formative stage in the North Peninsula Gulf Coast archaeological region is
comprised of the Deptford and Weeden Island-related periods, circa 500 B.C. to A.D.
900. The Deptford period (500 B.C. to A.D. 200) has been well-documented as a coastal
culture along the Gulf and Atlantic shorelines. The sites tend to be located in live oak-
magnolia hammocks immediately adjacent to saltwater marshes. Sea level rise has
inundated some sites (Bullen 1975b) and formed islands out of others. Smaller inland
sites, probably for hunting, are also known, but less well-understood. Deptford
subsistence strategies were based on hunting and gathering with an emphasis on the
coastal resources. Coastal sites, often located in saltwater marshes, are easily identified
by the presence of shell middens. Archaeologists believe the Deptford people spent most
of the year along the lagoons and salt marshes. Seasonally, small groups may have moved

inland and up the rivers to exploit the riverine and hammock resources (Milanich and

Fairbanks 1980:72).

Deptford pottery is easily identified and is characterized by linear patterns of small
rectangles or squares on the outside of pots. Simple stamp, linear check stamp, and check
stamp patterns were applied by pressing a carved wooden paddle into the moist clay prior
to firing. Other pottery was decorated by wrapping the wooden paddle with a cord and
pressing it into the moist clay. Spanish moss was replaced by better tempering agents

such as sand and grit.

Some archaeologists believe maize horticulture was probably introduced to the Deptford

people by about 200 B.C. (Milanich 1971). The beginning of food production ushered in
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a more complex culture. Burial mounds and other ceremonial mounds were constructed.
There is some evidence that around 200 A.D., soils better suited to cultivation were
sought inland by the expanding Deptford populations (Kohler 1991). The Crystal River
Site in Citrus County (Bullen 1953) and the Battery Point and Johns Island Sites (Bullen
and Bullen 1950, 1953, 1954; Coates 1955) have a component which dates from this time

period.

The Weeden Island-related cultures (A.D. 200 - 900) evolved out of the preceding
Deptford period. Ceremonialism and its expressions, such as the construction of complex
burial mounds containing exotic and elaborate grave offerings, reached their greatest
development during this time period. Similarly, the subsistence economy, divided
between maritime and terrestrial animals and perhaps horticultural products, represents
the maximum effective adjustment to the environment. In general, Weeden Island period
sites are found along the coast, on bay shores, or on streams, and nearly all are marked by

shell refuse with burial mounds of sand situated near the middens (Willey 1949a).

Many Weeden Island sites consist of villages with associated mounds, as well as
ceremonial/burial mound sites. The artifact assemblage is distinguished by the presence
of Weeden Island ceramic types. These are among some of the finest ceramics in the
southeast; they are often thin, well-fired, burnished, and decorated with incising,
punctation, complicated stamping, and animal effigies (Milanich 1994:211). Coastal sites
are marked by the presence of shell middens, indicating a continued pattern of
exploitation of marine and estuarine resources. Interaction between the inland
farmer/gatherers and coastal hunter/gatherers may have developed into mutually
beneficial exchange systems (Kohler 1991:98). This could account for the presence of
non-locally made ceramics at some of the Weeden Island period sites. There is no
definitive evidence for horticulture (e.g., charred cobs, kernels, or beans) in this coastal

area (Milanich 1994:215).
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In the North Peninsula Gulf Coast archaeological region, sites from this period are often
described as “Weeden Island-related” because Weeden Island ceramics are not the
dominant wares. There is a higher percentage of plain ceramics as well as an increased
prevalence of St. Johns series of pottery. Weeden Island sites have been identified both
on the coast and in proximity to the more productive agricultural soils of the inland areas
of the region (Kohler and Johnson 1986). Burial mounds are present at the Bayport and
Indian Bend (Moore 1903) sites. Shell midden sites dating from this time period include
the Palm Grove Gardens and First Garden (Ferguson 1976). The Hart Pond Site
(8HE251) discovered along the North Suncoast Expressway is dated, in part, to the
Weeden Island period (Wharton 1990:30).

34 Mississippian/Acculturative

The final aboriginal cultural manifestation in the North Peninsula Gulf Coast
archaeological region is Safety Harbor, named for the type site in Pinellas County.
Archaeologists believe that, over time, the Weeden Island-related cultures evolved into
another culture -- Safety Harbor (A.D. 900-1725). This period has been divided into four
phases: Englewood (A.D. 900-1100), Pinellas (A.D. 1100-1500), Tatham (A.D. 1500-
1567), and Bayview (A.D. 1567-1725) (Mitchem 1989). The first two phases are
precolumbian. These temporal divisions are based upon radiocarbon dates associated
with certain ceramic types during the precolumbian phases and datable European artifacts
during the colonial phases. The project area is within the Northern Safety Harbor region.
Safety Harbor components have been identified at the Bayport (Moore 1903; Willey
1949a) and Weeki Wachee (Mitchem 1983; Mitchem et al. 1983) burial mounds.

As with the preceding Weeden Island period, the utilitarian village wares tend to be
devoid of decoration. Pasco Plain is the most common type recovered from village and

camp sites (Milanich 1994:392). Sand-tempered Plain, St. Johns Plain, St. Johns Check
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Stamped, and cord marked pottery are also recovered from these sites. It is, however, the
decorated ceramics recovered from burial mound contexts that allow for easy dating of a
site. The projectile points most commonly associated with this period are the Pinellas,
Ichetucknee, and Tampa varieties. The other tool types are basically the same as during

the previous periods.

Most settlements, including the residential sites and isolated burial mounds, are dispersed
(Milanich 1994:392). Sites within this Northern Safety Harbor region tend to be located
along the coast, as evidenced by oyster shell middens, and within the Cove of the
Withlacoochee, as evidenced by freshwater shell middens. The relationship between the
coastal and interior Safety Harbor sites is poorly understood. In the Circum-Tampa Bay
area, the sites tend to be nucleated villages with associated mounds. There is a possibility

that the Crystal River site may reflect this more southern settlement pattern.

The subsistence economy of the Safety Harbor people is basically the same as the
preceding Weeden Island period. The focus was on the exploitation of the maritime and
riverine resources. Evidence for horticulture has been recovered within the Cove of the
Withlacoochee (Mitchem 1989:588), but not within the coastal areas. Evidence to date
suggests that extensive agricultural pursuits were not an important factor in the diet as
was the case with the Mississippian chiefdoms (Fort Walton culture) of northern Florida.
This is not to say, however, that influences from the northern areas were limited. The
evolution of the socio-political system and the influences of the Southeastern Ceremonial

Complex can be seen in the burial practices and grave offerings placed in the mounds.

The Timucuan Indians are the historic counterparts of the Safety Harbor people. With the
arrival of the Panfilo de Narvaez expedition in 1528 and Hernando de Soto in 1539, the
Native American cultures came into contact with direct and indirect European influences.

The de Soto expedition headed north from Tampa Bay and passed through several towns
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on its way to Apalachee. These towns included one near Dade City (Plain of Guancozo),
Luca was near Lacoochee, Vicela was reported to be near Istachatta, and Tocaste was
reported on Duval Island at the southern end of Lake Tsala Apopka (Milanich 1995:77).
Spanish influence and contact are indicated by the presence of European objects,
especially beads, at a number of different sites in this region. The presence of cut marks
on bones that could only be the result of metal swords and knives also reflected the
European presence. The introduction of European diseases, warfare, and the general

disruption of their cultural system resulted in the demise of these aboriginal populations.
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4.0 HISTORICAL OVERVIEW

The following overview summarizes the historic development and land-use patterns in
the general project area. It focuses on the salient events of local history, and addresses
such issues as regional exploration, colonization, settlement, industry and transportation.
In addition to providing pertinent background information, the historical overview
provides a basis for the analysis and evaluation (in terms of NRHP eligibility criteria) of
historic period archaeological sites as well as historic structures and landscapes identified

in the Cobb Road/US 98 project area.

Protohistory and European Exploration

The cultural traditions of the native Floridians ended with the European expeditions to
the New World. The initial events, authorized by the Spanish crown in the 1500s, ushered
in devastating European contact. The first European to have contact with present-day
Hernando County was Ponce de Leon. Arriving in St. Augustine in 1513, his journals
record his exploration of the Gulf Coast of Florida from Charlotte Harbor to Apalachee
Bay. Panfilo de Narvaez arrived in the Tampa Bay area in 1528. His party explored
northward from Tampa Bay to Apalachicola. In 1539, Hernando de Soto landed in the
Tampa Bay area. Seeking the allegedly rich Indian village of Cale, de Soto’s company
marched northward through the western portion of Hernando County, crossing the

Withlacoochee River (Dunn 1989:13-14).

The following two centuries witnessed a power struggle between the English, the
Spanish, and the French in Florida. Skirmishes, captures, and aggressions went back and
forth between these colonial powers. During this period, the Native American
populations of Florida were largely decimated by conquest and disease. Despite the

ongoing warfare, the colonial holdings remained essentially the same until the 1763
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Treaty of Paris in which England acquired Canada and Florida and Spain received
France’s Louisiana holdings. England governed Florida until the 1783 Treaty of Paris
returned the territory to Spain; however, Spanish influence was nominal during this

second period of ownership.

The Chocochatti Seminole

Prior to the American colonial settlement of Florida, portions of the Creek Nation and
remnants of other Indian groups from Alabama, Georgia, and South Carolina moved into
Florida and began to repopulate the vacuum created by the dissemination of the
aboriginal inhabitants. The Seminoles, as these migrating groups of Native Americans
became known, formed loose confederacies for mutual protection against the new

American Nation to the north (Tebeau 1971:72).

The Chocochatti Seminole (variously spelled Chukochati, Chucachate, Chocachatte,
Chucochati, Chuckochatty, etc.), a group of Eufala Creeks from the Chattahoochee River
area of Alabama, settled the Big Hammock region near Brooksville in 1767 (Mahon
1967:5). The Muscogee-speaking Chocochatti Seminoles lived in log houses and
subsisted as farmers, pastoralists and hunters. They resided in a central town and
scattered satellite villages and homesteads where they grew corn, peas, beans, pumpkins,
sweet potatoes, watermelons, and oranges, and raised cattle, pigs, horses and chickens
(HDR 1987:51). The impetus for Seminole prosperity and expansion was trade with
British suppliers (Mahon and Weisman 1996:189). Between the 1770s and 1820, the
Florida Seminole increased their numbers ten fold (Mahon and Weisman 1996:192). The
prosperity of the Seminole was their undoing, however, and by 1918, white

encroachments culminated in war.
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The Seminole Wars

The bloody conflict between the Americans and the Seminoles over Florida came to a
head in 1818 and was subsequently known as the First Seminole War. As a result of the
war and the Adams-Onis Treaty of 1819, Florida became a United States Territory in
1821. Andrew Jackson, named provisional governor, divided the territory into St. Johns
and Escambia Counties. At that time, St. Johns County encompassed all of Florida lying
east of the Suwannee River, including present-day Hernando County; Escambia County
included the land lying to the west. In the first territorial census in 1825, some 5,077
persons reportedly lived in St. Johns County. By 1830, that number had risen to 8,956
(Tebeau 1971:134).

Even though the First Seminole War was fought in north Florida, the Treaty of Moultrie
Creek in 1823 was to affect the settlement of all of south Florida. The Seminoles
relinquished their claim to the whole peninsula in return for occupancy of approximately
four million acres of reservation south of Ocala and north of Charlotte Harbor (Mahon
1967:46-50). This reservation included the Big Hammock region, which was occupied by
the Chocochatti Seminole. The treaty was an unsatisfactory compromise for both the
Seminoles and whites. The inadequacy of the reservation and desperate situation of the
Seminoles living there, plus the mounting demand of the whites for their removal, soon
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