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The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Seven 
conducted a PD&E Study for I-275 (SR 93) from 54th Avenue 
South to north of 4th Street North in Pinellas County. The 16.3-
mile study is analyzing the need for operational improvements 
for the corridor and evaluating the location, conceptual design, 
and social, economic, and environmental effects of any proposed 
improvements. This PD&E study was conducted by the FDOT to 
provide documented environmental and engineering analyses, 
which will assist the FDOT and the FHWA in reaching a decision 
on the type, conceptual design, and location of the necessary 
improvements within the I-275 PD&E study limits. 

The purpose of the public hearing scrapbook is to document the 
information presented at the public hearing.  The scrapbook 
contains samples of the following materials available for the public 
at or prior to the hearing.

•	 Newspaper/Florida Administrative Register Ad 
•	 Newsletter
•	 Hearing Display Boards 
•	 Presentation Slides
•	 Sign-in Sheet, Comment Forms, Comment and Speaker Cards
•	 Photographs of the hearing

A CD with an electronic version of this information is also included 
at the beginning of the scrapbook.

Background and Project Description:

This public hearing was conducted to provide interested persons 
an opportunity to express their views concerning the location, 
conceptual design, and social, economic, and environmental 
effects of the proposed improvements to the study roadway and in 
accordance with various federal requirements.  

I-275 (SR 93) is a vital link in the local and regional transportation 
network and serves as a critical evacuation route. I-275 is a divided 
limited access urban interstate highway facility. Within the project 
limits, I-275 is a divided highway comprised of two travel lanes in 

each direction with one auxiliary lane in each direction from south 
of 54th Avenue South to I-375. From I-375 to north of 4th Street 
North, I-275 is a divided highway comprised of three travel lanes 
with one auxiliary lane in each direction. Due to a series of existing 
left-hand entrance and exit ramps, there are no continuous travel 
lanes on I-275 in the southbound direction and only one continuous 
travel lane in the northbound direction. In order to improve traffic 
flow on I-275, operational improvements are needed to increase 
the number of continuous lanes.

The Recommended Build Alternative consists of providing operational 
improvements to increase the number of continuous lanes on I-275 
to two continuous lanes in each direction along 10.6 miles of the 
corridor, and to provide toll lanes for the remaining 5.7 miles of I-275. 
In order to describe the specific types of improvements proposed 
for the study corridor, I-275 is divided into three segments:

•	 Segment A (from south of 54th Avenue South to I-175)
•	 Segment B (from I-175 to south of Gandy Boulevard)
•	 Segment C (from south of Gandy Boulevard to north of 4th 

Street North) 

In Segments A and B, the Recommended Build Alternative consists 
of providing intermittent widening and restriping of existing lanes to 
form two continuous lanes on I-275 in each direction. The graphic 
below illustrates the existing and proposed number of continuous 
lanes on I-275. The proposed lane continuity improvements will 
enhance traffic operations by minimizing the number of lane changes 
occurring on I-275. 

In Segment C, the proposed widening of I-275 consists of the 
addition of tolled express lanes to form the Master Plan and Starter 
projects described below. 

I-275 (Segment C) is a component of the Tampa Bay Express (TBX) 
toll lanes. As part of the TBX Master Plan, one tolled lane is to be 
added to I-275 in each direction from Gandy Boulevard to 118th 
Avenue North. From 118th Avenue North to north of 4th Street 
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North, two tolled lanes will be provided in each direction on I-275. 
Access will be provided between the tolled and non-tolled lanes 
near Gandy Boulevard, at 118th Avenue North, and between 4th 
Street North and the Howard Frankland Bridge. The express lane 
typical section generally consists of six non-tolled lanes (three 
in each direction) and four tolled lanes (two in each direction). A 
marked four-foot buffer containing traffic delineators (i.e., vertical 
PVC posts) separate the tolled and non-tolled lanes.

FDOT underwent an evaluation to identify a series of lower cost 
tolled lane projects that can be funded in the FDOT’s Five-Year Work 
Program. These initial projects could be built within a five-year or 
less time period and then later be incorporated into the Master Plan 
projects at minimal additional costs. The shorter-term, lower-cost 
improvements are considered the “Starter Projects.” The Starter 
Project improvements in Segment C consist of re-designating the 
existing auxiliary lanes on I-275 between Roosevelt Boulevard in 
Pinellas County and SR 60 in Hillsborough County to form a single 
tolled lane in each direction from south of Gandy Boulevard to the 
Howard Frankland Bridge while maintaining the same access points 
between tolled and non-tolled lanes as the TBX Master Plan Project.

I-275 Existing and Proposed Lane Continuity Improvements
Segment C Existing, TBX Master Plan, and TBX Starter 
Project Proposed Typical Section
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A Public Hearing was held on Tuesday, September 29, 2015 from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the First Baptist Church – Heritage Hall located 
at 1900 Gandy Boulevard, St. Petersburg, FL 33702. 

Prior to the hearing, a notice was published in the Florida 
Administrative Register on September 22, 2015.  A legal display 
ad was published two separate times on September 11 and 21, 
2015 in the Tampa Bay Times .  Copies of these ads are show in 
this scrapbook.

The Public Hearing newsletter was mailed on September 3, 
2015. This newsletter announced the date, time, and location of 
the Hearing. It also served as a notice to those property owners 
(pursuant to Florida Statutes 339.155) whose property falls either 
partly or entirely within 300 feet of the right-of-way line of the 
proposed project. 

One hundred twenty five (125) people signed in at the Public 
Hearing. Copies of the sign-in sheets are included in this scrapbook. 
Twenty-one (21) people commented on the project during the formal 
portion of the Hearing, nine (9) written comments were received at 
the hearing, and twenty-one (21) written comments were received 
prior to October 9, 2015 when the official comment period closed. 
Four (4) additional comments were received on October 13, 2015.    

The informal portion of the public hearing was held from 5:30 p.m. 
to 6:30 p.m. at First Baptist Church – Heritage Hall in an open 
house format.  Attendees were able to review study maps and 
exhibits, study documents, and to view a project video which ran 
continuously (in a separate space) during the informal portion of 
the hearing.  Department and consultant representatives were 
available during this time to answer any questions.  A court reporter 
was present throughout the hearing to record verbal comments.

The formal portion of the hearing began at 6:30 p.m. and was 
held in the First Baptist Church – Heritage Hall. Mr. Ming Gao, the 
FDOT Department Head of the Intermodal Systems Development, 
moderated this portion  of the meeting.  His presentation covered 

introductions of FDOT staff, recognition of local public officials, the 
purpose of the hearing, reference to the exhibit with State and 
Federal laws cited, and methods of public comment.  Following his 
presentation attendees were given the opportunity to make verbal 
statements for the official public record.  Twenty-one people spoke 
publicly and following the last speaker the formal portion of the 
hearing was adjourned at 7:33 p.m. The transcript of the formal 
portion and all statements made to the court reporter are included 
in the study’s Comments and Coordination Report.

Stations for right-of-way, access management and noise were set-
up to allow participants the opportunity to ask specific questions 
on these topics.  The stations were staffed by FDOT and consultant 
representative. Additional information provided at the hearing 
included the following study documents and reports:

•	 Draft Final Preliminary Engineering Report
•	 Draft Section 106 Consultation Case Study Report
•	 Draft Alternative Stormwater Management Facility Technical 

Memorandum
•	 Draft Final Location Hydraulics Memorandum
•	 Draft Final Contamination Screening Evaluation Report
•	 Draft Final Wetland Evaluation and Biological Assessment 

Report
•	 Draft Final Design Traffic Technical Memorandum 
•	 Type II Categorical Exclusion
•	 Draft Final Noise Study Report 
•	 Air Quality Memorandum
•	 Draft Final Cultural Resource Assessment Survey
•	 Public Involvement Program

The Public Hearing
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