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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) has conducted studies to evaluate and 
document the proposed improvements to Interstate 75 (I-75) from south of Fowler Avenue in 
Hillsborough County to County Road (CR) 54 in Pasco County.  A Project Development and 
Environment (PD&E) Study was conducted for the I-75 segment from south of Fowler 
Avenue to south of SR 56 in Hillsborough and Pasco Counties, Florida.  A Design Change 
Reevaluation has been approved by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for the 
remaining I-75 segment from south of SR 56 to CR 54 in Pasco County.  The Reevaluation 
Study compared and documented the new approved design concepts to those contained in 
the I-75 PD&E Study that was approved by the FHWA on November 27, 2000.  The 
combined length of these studies was approximately 13.9 miles.  Figure 1 indicates the 
limits of the PD&E and Reevaluation Studies. 

The existing facility from south of Fowler Avenue to south of SR 56 is typically a four-lane 
limited access highway.  This study evaluated six-lane and six-lane with auxiliary lanes 
typical section alternatives and a No-Build Alternative.   

In compliance with state and federal rules, regulations and policies, a Public Involvement 
Program was developed in February 2002 and carried out as an integral part of the I-75 
PD&E Study.  Public involvement was accomplished during the PD&E Study to keep 
appropriate agencies, public officials, property owners, and interested citizens informed and 
to ensure project compliance with local and regional transportation plans.  The FDOT has 
conducted an interagency coordination and consultation effort, and public participation 
process.  This document describes the following components:  Advance Notification, Elected 
Officials/Agency Kick-off Meeting, the Public Hearing, and comments received. 

2.0 ADVANCE NOTIFICATION 
The FDOT initiated early project coordination on January 22, 2002, by distribution of an 
Advance Notification (AN) Package to the Florida State Clearinghouse, Office of the 
Governor, Tallahassee, Florida, in accordance with Executive Order 83-150.  The FDOT 
received notification that the Clearinghouse received the AN and forwarded the package to 
the appropriate agencies.  The agencies or government entities listed below received an 
AN.  An (*) indicates those agencies that responded to the AN.  Appendix A contains a copy 
of the Advance Notification package.  
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Federal 
Federal Highway Administration, Division Administrator 
US Environmental Protection Agency, Region IV 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
US Department of the Interior, USFWS 
*Federal Aviation Administration 
US Department of Housing and Urban Development 
US Army Corps of Engineers 
US Department of the Interior, US Geological Survey, Environmental Affairs Program 
US Department of Agriculture, Southern Region 
US Department of Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs 

State 
*Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Southwest District 
*Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, South Region 
Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources 

Regional 
Southwest Florida Water Management District 
*Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council 

Other 
Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 
Muscogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma 
Poarch Band of Creek Indians 
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 

The Florida Department of Community Affairs indicated in a letter dated March 29, 2002 that 
the project is consistent with the Florida Coastal Management Program.  Summaries of the 
comments from the agencies that responded to the AN are provided below. 

Federal Aviation Administration 

Comment:  The Federal Aviation Administration indicated in a letter dated February 12, 
2002 that the “FAA interposes no objection with this proposal provided navigational airspace 
is not impacted.” 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Southwest District 

Comment:  The FDEP indicated in a letter dated March 1, 2002 that the funding for the 
Federal-Aid action and PD&E Study is consistent with the FDEP’s authorities in the Coastal 
Management Program.  The project will require an Environmental Resource Permit.  A 
sovereign submerged lands authorization(s) (issuance/modification of a public easement) 
may also be required if the expanded right-of-way crossings of creek and wetland areas are 
determined to be state-owned submerged lands.  The FDEP recommends that a binding 
wetland jurisdictional determination be obtained prior to any further planning.  Early 
coordination with SWFWMD regulatory staff may help prevent future permitting problems.  
The public conservation and recreation lands located adjacent to the interstate and in the 
vicinity of the proposed project have been targeted for preservation by Hillsborough County, 
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SWFWMD and the state.  The FDEP requested that a trail underpass at the I-75 over the 
Hillsborough River be evaluated.   

Response:  The Hillsborough River Bridge is expected to be widened and not replaced.  
The existing profile of the bridge and the design high water of the Hillsborough River provide 
for limited vertical and horizontal clearances.  These constraints preclude the development 
of an underpass at these locations.  The required permits and authorizations will be 
obtained during the design phase of the project.   

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission, Office of Environmental Services 

The Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission indicated in a letter dated March 7, 
2002 a concern with the further fragmentation of wildlife habitat; impacts to wetland and 
riparian systems; direct, secondary and cumulative impacts to listed species; the need for 
supplemental wildlife surveys; and adequate mitigation for wetland and listed species habitat 
impacts.  The selected project alignment should avoid impacts to listed species.  To 
compensate for impacts to wetlands and listed species habitat, the FFWCC supports 
mitigation that establishes or maintains habitat connectivity within the study area and 
adjacent natural areas.  Suitable wildlife undercrossings should be incorporated with 
appropriate bridge designs at the Hillsborough River, Cypress Creek, Trout Creek, and 
Cowhouse Creek wetland crossings.   

Response:  As with the Hillsborough River Bridge, these bridges are expected to be 
widened and not replaced.  The existing profile of the bridges and the design high water of 
these water bodies provide for limited vertical and horizontal clearances.  These constraints 
preclude the development of underpasses at these locations.   

Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council 

Comment:  The Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council (TBRPC) indicated in a letter dated 
March 11, 2002 that the project was reviewed for consistency with the TBRPC’s Strategic 
Regional Policy Plan.  The project may impact Natural Resources of Regional Significance.  
It must be determined that any proposed impacts to regionally-significant natural resources 
are of overriding public interest, and mitigation should be required according to the ratios set 
forth therein.  

Response:  The FDOT will work with the appropriate regulatory agencies to ensure impacts 
to natural resources are avoided, minimized or mitigated.   

3.0 ELECTED OFFICIALS/AGENCY KICK-OFF MEETING 
A Public Officials/Agency Kickoff Meeting for the I-75 PD&E Study was held on Wednesday, 
February 13, 2002 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at the FDOT, District Seven Office, 11201 N. 
McKinley Drive, Tampa, Florida.   

The meeting format was open and informal.  This meeting was held to inform elected 
officials and local, state, regional, and federal agencies of the project and to obtain specific 
data on matters pertinent to the project.   
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Seventeen agency representatives including the City of Temple Terrace, the City of Tampa, 
Temple Terrace Police Department, Hillsborough County, the Hillsborough County 
Metropolitan Planning Organization, and the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s Office, attended 
the kickoff meeting.  No written comments were received from the agencies during the 
kickoff meeting.   

4.0 AGENCY COORDINATION AND COMMENTS 
On April 16, 2003 and on June 10, 2003, the FDOT met with Hillsborough County and 
Pasco County representatives, respectively to discuss the project.  Both counties were in 
concurrence with the proposed improvements.  

Throughout the PD&E process the FDOT received comments from local and state agencies.  
In a letter dated November 25, 2003, the Florida Department of State Division of Historical 
Resources indicated that the Cultural Resource Assessment survey prepared for this project 
is complete and sufficient in accordance with Chapter 1A-46, Florida Administrative Code.   

The City of Tampa reviewed the concept plans that the FDOT provided and in a letter dated 
October 23, 2003, noted that the proposed improvements to I-75, near the proposed New 
Tampa Nature Park in the southeast quadrant of the I-75/ CR 581 interchange, would have 
no impacts on the park site itself.  The proposed improvements for I-75 are in compliance 
with the Management Plan that was developed for the park site.   

On November 5, 2003, the FDOT initiated informal consultation with the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS) regarding impacts on threatened and endangered species.  An 
Endangered Species Technical Memorandum was prepared for this project.  On December 
22, 2003, the USFWS indicated “The Proposed action is not likely to adversely affect 
resources protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 
et. seq.).  This finding fulfills the requirements of the Act.”   

Copies of these agency letters are provided in Appendix B.   

5.0 PUBLIC HEARING 
A formal Public Hearing was held on December 17, 2003, in the auditorium at the Florida 
Department of Transportation, District 7 Headquarters, located at 11201 North McKinley 
Drive in Tampa, Florida.  The Hearing was held from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. to present the 
PD&E Study and Reevaluation and to give the public the opportunity to express their views 
concerning the conceptual design and social, economic and environmental effects of the 
proposed improvements.  The Study’s supporting documents were available for public 
review prior to and after the Hearing from November 26, 2003 through January 5, 2004 at 
the New Tampa Regional Library, 10001 Cross Creek Boulevard in Tampa.   

Notification was accomplished by electronic mail to public officials and by direct mail to 
federal, state, regional, and Hillsborough and Pasco Counties agencies, interested citizens, 
and property owners whose property lies in whole or in part within 300 feet from the 
centerline of the proposed project.   
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Legal display advertisements for the Hearing were published on November 27, 2003 and 
December 11, 2003 in the Metro section of the Tampa Tribune.  Forty-four people (not 
including FDOT staff) signed the attendance rosters.   

Copies of the Public Hearing materials, including the legal display advertisement and the 
newsletter sent to officials, agencies and property owners are included in Appendix C.  
Copies of the Hearing brochure, recommended build alternative, display graphics, and 
attendance rosters are included in the Public Hearing Project Scrap Book that was prepared 
for this project. 

The formal portion of the Hearing began at 6:00 p.m.  Robert Clifford, AICP, Modal Planning 
and Development Manager for the FDOT, District 7, presided at the Hearing.  Following 
introductory remarks, Mr. Clifford provided a summary of the FDOT’s engineering and 
environmental studies associated with the proposed improvements and showed a video 
about the project.  The next portion of the Hearing was devoted to oral comments. 

Attendees were able to offer statements as part of the Official Public Hearing Record in one 
of four ways:  (1) make an oral statement during the formal portion of the Hearing; (2) make 
an oral statement to the court reporter during the informal portion of the Hearing; (3) 
complete the Comment Form and submit it to the court reporter or drop it in the ‘Comment 
Form’ box; or (4) complete and mail the Comment Form to the FDOT - District 7.   

Three people gave oral statements to the court reporter during the informal portion of the 
Hearing.  One person gave an oral statement during the formal portion of the Hearing.  A 
copy of the Public Hearing transcript is included in Appendix D. 

6.0 SUMMARY OF PUBLIC COMMENTS 
This section summarizes the substantive comments received throughout the study process.  
Three oral statements were provided to the court reporter during the informal portion of the 
Hearing, one oral comment was provided during the formal portion of the Hearing and 86 
written comment sheets were received.  One written comment form and one oral comment 
included comments on both noise and some other issue.  Thus, 92 comments were 
received.  Copies of the written comments are maintained in the project file.  A summary of 
the oral and written comments received is shown in Table 1. 

Approximately 91 percent of the comments concerned noise levels.  Most of those 
commenting are residents within the subdivisions in Tampa Palms.  Fifty residents from 
Tremont Village signed form letters stating they are negatively affected in terms of quality of 
life by the traffic noise on I-75 and wish to be considered in the noise barrier analysis.  Many 
of these residents also wrote individual comments restating their concerns about noise.   

As a result of the PD&E Study’s noise analysis, noise barriers have been determined to be 
cost reasonable at two locations, south of Fowler Avenue on the west side of I-75 and at the 
Enclave Subdivision of Tampa Palms. 
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Table 1 
Summary of Oral and Written Comments Received 

Issue # Comments* % of Total 
Noise levels 84 91.30% 
Integrity of the natural gas lines & working 
with residents 1 1.09% 

Request the FDOT buys whole parcel for a 
pond rather than just a strip 1 1.09% 

Alternative system of access connecting 
County Line Road and I-275 near the apex 1 1.09% 

Miscellaneous comments or requests for 
information 5 5.43% 

Total 92 100% 
Note:  *One written comment form and one oral comment included comments on 

more than one issue.  

There were 18 requests to be added to the project mailing list and three requests for 
additional project information.  Other miscellaneous comments are summarized below. 

Comment:  One person requested that the FDOT purchase her whole parcel of land for a 
pond rather than just a strip of this parcel.   

Response:  If the residual portion of the parcel is found to be an uneconomic remainder, the 
FDOT may purchase the entire parcel.  

Comment:  One person suggested an alternative system of access roads connecting 
County Line Road and I-275 near the Apex.  He also requested the FDOT coordinate with 
the homeowner’s associations in the area.   

Response:  Due to the proximity of the I-275/I-75 Apex area, connections to County Line 
Road would adversely affect traffic operations on the I-275 and I-75 mainlines.  Throughout 
the Study, the FDOT has conducted a public coordination process.  Ongoing coordination 
will be maintained throughout the design and construction phases of the project.  

Comment:  One person commented on the newly installed natural gas lines in the project 
area and the effects on these lines due to increased volumes and weight on I-75.  He is 
concerned about any hazardous conditions to the highway and nearby residents.  Another 
concern is the amount of involvement the residents have in the process.   

Response:  The FDOT coordinates transportation improvement projects with utility 
providers to ensure that neither the roadway nor the utility are adversely affected.  
Throughout the study, the FDOT has conducted a public coordination process.  Ongoing 
coordination will be maintained throughout the design and construction phases of the 
project.  
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