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The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is beginning two
Project Development and Environment (PD&E) studies to consider 
proposed improvements on Interstate 75 (I-75) (State Road 93A) in 
Manatee and Hillsborough 

This newsletter announces the “kickoff” for the PD&E studies, informs 
you about the studies, and explains the process.  Future newsletters 
will announce public meetings, explain project design alternatives and 
summarize the recommended improvements to I-75.  We encourage 
your questions, comments and participation in the studies.  

I-75 is part of the Florida 
Intrastate Highway 
System (FIHS) and the 
Strategic Intermodal 
System (SIS).  
Currently, I-75 generally 
has six travel lanes 
(three northbound

counties.  A map detailing 
the limits of both projects 
is shown on the inside of 
this newsletter. The 
northern project (shaded 
green on the map) extends 
from north of Fletcher 
Avenue to south of US 301, 
a distance of 15.5 miles. 
The southern project 
(shaded purple on the 
map) extends 25 miles 
from south of US 301 to 
Moccasin Wallow Road.  

and three southbound).  I-75 is a major trade and tourism corridor 
within the Tampa Bay region.  Motorists regularly experience traffic 
congestion along portions of I-75 and traffic is expected to grow into 
the future.  Improvements will be necessary to ensure I-75 operates 
efficiently and meet regional mobility needs.  The improvements will 
relieve traffic congestion on I-75, improve safety and emergency 
evacuation, and reduce emergency response time.

The FDOT is conducting these PD&E studies to identify and analyze 
various alternative design concepts to meet the future traffic needs on 
I-75.  These studies will evaluate the environmental effects of the 
alternatives.  It is anticipated that potential mainline widening 
improvements will be within the existing right-of-way.  Additional 
right-of-way will likely be needed for stormwater management 
facilities, floodplain compensation sites, and interchange 
improvements.

Title VI Civil Rights Act

In accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
other nondiscrimination laws, public participation is solicited 
without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, 
religion, disability or family status.

For additional information, contact Linda Stachewicz, District 
Seven Title VI Coordinator at (813) 975-6460 or 
Linda.stachewicz@dot.state.fl.us. 

A Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study is 
conducted to meet the requirements of the National 
Environmental Policy Act.  During the study, we determine the 
location and conceptual design of feasible build alternatives for 
roadway improvements and their social, economic and 
environmental effects.  A No-Build Alternative, which considers 
leaving the roadways in their present state with routine 
maintenance, remains a viable alternative throughout the 
study.  A PD&E study is finalized when the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) reviews the documentation and 
recommendations then provides a Location and Design 
Concept Acceptance (LDCA). 

What is a PD&E Study?

Step 1. Long-Range Planning: The FDOT and 
local governments conduct long-range 
transportation planning on an ongoing basis 
to identify and prioritize individual projects.

Step 2. Project Development and 
Environment Study (PD&E): During this 
step, design options and their social and 
environmental effects are examined. (This is 
the current step for these I-75 projects.)

Step 3. Design: During design, detailed 
construction plans are prepared.

Step 4. Right-of-Way Acquisition: This 
phase entails acquisition of necessary right-
of-way based on the construction plans.

Step 5. Construction: The roadway is built 
during this phase.

Five Steps in the Transportation Development Process

Para preguntas en Español

Valoramos la opinión del público sobre este proyecto.  Si usted 
tiene preguntas o comentarios o si simplemente desea mas 
información en Español, favor ponerse en contacto con el 
ingeniero a cargo de este proyecto, el señor Manuel Santos, 
E.I. al teléfono (813) 975-6173 o correo electrónico 
Manuel.Santos@dot.state.fl.us
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Para preguntas en Español

Valoramos la opinión del público sobre este proyecto.  Si usted 
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información en Español, favor ponerse en contacto con el 
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Manuel.Santos@dot.state.fl.us Go to www.mytbi.com and click on “Future Projects”

then “I-75 PD&E Studies” for more information! 

For more information or to comment, please contact:

Manuel Santos, E.I., Project Manager, or
Marian Scorza, Public Information Officer

Florida Department of Transportation, District Seven
11201 N. McKinley Drive

M.S. 7-500 
Tampa, FL 33612-6456
Phone: (800) 226-7220
Direct:  (813)975-6173

E-mail: Manuel.Santos@dot.state.fl.us
E-mail: Marian.Scorza@dot.state.fl.us
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