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NOTE: CHANGE IN PROJECT TERMINI  JANUARY 2014 

 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Seven, conducted a Project 

Development and Environment (PD&E) Study to determine the engineering and environmental 

effects of the proposed improvement to State Road 50 (SR 50) [Cortez Boulevard] from Lockhart 

Road to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard) in Hernando County, Florida. The Preferred 

Alternative involves widening SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from four to six lanes from west of I-75 

to US 98 (SR 700/McKethan Road), and from two to four lanes from US 98 (SR 700/McKethan 

Road) to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard). 

Initially, there were no plans for federal funding of the project since it was developer-driven.  

The original project was to result in approval of a State Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) 

with study limits from Lockhart Road (west of I-75) to US 301 (SR 700/McKethan Road).  

However, the slowed economy has delayed the initiation of the planned developments, so 

developers will not be making roadway improvements. In addition, after the September 27, 2012 

Public Hearing, the Hernando County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) elevated this 

project in its list of priorities. As a result, FDOT is seeking approval from the Federal Highway 

Administration in order to qualify the project for federal funding. Therefore, in order to maintain 

logical termini, the western project limit was revised from Lockhart Road to west of I-75.  

The portion of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) in the area of the I-75 interchange (from station 

968+50 to station 1027+00) is exempt from this study, as it was evaluated under the I-75 PD&E 

Study (FPID 411014-1). The portion of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) west of I-75 that is not 

included in the I-75 PD&E Study will be evaluated under a future PD&E study from  

SR 50 from Brooksville Bypass/SR 50A (Eastern Intersection)/East Jefferson Street to I-75, 

currently programmed for fiscal year 2013/2014. Therefore, the proposed western study limit is 

now identified as west of I-75 (see Project Location Map).   

Consequently, please note that supporting documents, including Traffic Report, Noise Study 

Report, Historic Resources Update Survey Technical Memorandum, Air Quality Technical 

Memorandum, Comments and Coordination Report, and Preliminary Stormwater Management 

Facility Report evaluated the original study limits.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Seven, conducted a Project 

Development and Environment (PD&E) study to determine the engineering and environmental 

effects of the proposed improvements to SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to  

US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard) in Hernando County, Florida. 

A PD&E study is a comprehensive study that evaluates social, cultural, economic and 

environmental effects associated with the proposed transportation improvements. This analysis 

enables the Department to reach a decision on the type, location and conceptual design of the 

improvements along SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) to accommodate future traffic demand in a safe 

and efficient manner. It represents a combined effort by transportation and environmental 

professionals who analyze information and document the best alternative for a community’s 

transportation needs. The PD&E study efforts are accomplished by working in cooperation with 

other state/federal agencies and local governments. This coordination allows the Department to 

better determine the effects a transportation project will have on the natural and human 

environment. A State Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) was prepared which contains the 

results of analyses of potential effects to the social, cultural, natural and physical environment. 

This PD&E study satisfied all applicable FDOT requirements. 

The project was evaluated through FDOT’s Efficient Transportation Decision Making  

(ETDM) process. This project is designated as ETDM Project No. 3391. An ETDM Programming 

Screen Summary Report was published in January 2012, and contains comments from the 

Environmental Technical Advisory Team (ETAT) on the project’s effects on various natural, 

physical, and social resources. 

This Comments & Coordination Report was prepared as part of the SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) 

PD&E study. The report is in accordance with the FDOT’s PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 31. 

Based on ETAT comments, FDOT has determined that this project qualifies as a SEIR. 

In compliance with state and federal rule, regulations, and policies, a Public Involvement Plan 

(PIP) was developed in June 2011 and carried out an integral part of the SR 50 (Cortez 

Boulevard) PD&E study (Appendix A). Public involvement was implemented throughout the 

study process to keep appropriate agencies, public officials, property owners, and interested 

citizens informed, and to ensure project compliance with local and regional transportation plans. 

The FDOT conducted an interagency coordination and consultation effort, and public 

participation process. This report documents the PIP, agency coordination efforts, public 

involvement activities, and comments received.  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Seven, conducted a Project 

Development and Environment (PD&E) Study to determine the engineering and environmental 

effects of the proposed improvement to State Road 50 (SR 50) [Cortez Boulevard] from west of 

I-75 to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard) in Hernando County, Florida.  

This preliminary engineering report (PER) contains detailed engineering information that fulfills 

the purpose and need for SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from west of I-75 to US 301  

(SR 35/Treiman Boulevard), within Hernando County, Florida. The purpose of this PER is to 

provide technical engineering information to the Design Project Manager, Design Team, Permit 

Coordinator, and right-of-way (ROW) professionals regarding the Build Alternative. This PER 

supplements information provided in the Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
1
 (Type 2 CE) prepared 

for this study. 

1.1 PURPOSE 

The purpose of the study was to provide documented environmental and engineering analyses to 

assist FDOT in reaching a decision on the type, location, and conceptual design of the necessary 

improvements in order to accommodate future traffic demand in a safe and efficient manner.  

The study also satisfied the requirements of FDOT and followed the process outlined in the 

FDOT Project Development and Environment Manual
2
.  

This study documented the need for the improvements and presented the procedures utilized to 

develop and evaluate various improvement alternatives. Information relating to the engineering 

and environmental characteristics essential for development of alternative alignments and 

analytical decisions was collected. Design criteria were established and preliminary alternative 

alignments were developed. The comparison of alternative alignments was based on a variety of 

parameters utilizing a matrix format. This process identified the Recommended Alternative that 

minimizes natural, physical, and socio-economic impacts, while providing the necessary future 

transportation improvements. The study also solicited input from the community and users of the 

facility. The design year for the analysis is 2035. 

1.2 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) is proposed to be widened from four to six lanes from west of I-75 to 

US 98 (SR 700/Treiman Boulevard) and from two to four lanes from US 98 (SR 700/Treiman 

Boulevard) to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard) within Hernando County, Florida (Roadway 

ID 08 070 000). The study limits extend from west of I-75 easterly to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman 

Boulevard), as shown in Figure 1-1. Interstate 75 (I-75) ramp terminal intersections and 

approaching segments (length 0.9 miles [mi]) were exempted out of this study since those 

improvements were analyzed as part of the I-75 PD&E Study, Work Program Item Segment 

(WPIS) No. 411014-1. The total length of the project (including the I-75 interchange area) is 

approximately 6.3 mi. The project is within the Brooksville SE and Saint Catherine United States 

Geological Survey (USGS) quadrangle maps (map numbers 3719 and 3718, respectively). 
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Figure 1-1:  Project Location Map 
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The project is within Township 22 South, Range 20 East, Section 36; Township 22 South, Range 

21 East, Sections 31, 32, and 33; and Township 23 South, Range 21 East, Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 

6, 10, 11, and 12 of the Public Land Survey System (PLSS). 

A prior PD&E study was approved on September 28, 1989, for the segment of SR 50 (Cortez 

Boulevard) from SR 50/SR 50A to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard). That study 

recommended the roadway be widened to four lanes. The only segment that hasn’t been 

improved to four lanes is from US 98 (SR 700/McKethan Road) to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman 

Boulevard), which currently remains a two-lane undivided rural roadway. 

1.3 EXISTING FACILITY 

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) is a four-lane divided rural roadway from Lockhart Road to east of US 

98 as shown in Figure 1-2. Two 12-ft lanes, an 8-ft inside shoulder and a 10-ft outside shoulder 

(4 ft paved) is provided in each direction, separated by a 46-ft depressed, grassed median. 

Exclusive left and right turn lanes are provided at major intersections. No sidewalks are present. 

Bicyclists are accommodated on the 4-ft paved outside shoulders.   

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) transitions to a two-lane undivided rural roadway approximately ¼ mi 

east of US 98 (SR 700/McKethan Road). As shown in Figure 1-3, one 12-ft lane and an 8-ft 

shoulder (4 ft paved) are provided in each direction from US 98 (SR 700/McKethan Road) to 

east of US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard). No sidewalks are present. Bicyclists are 

accommodated on the 4-ft paved outside shoulders. Runoff is collected in roadside swales.   

The US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard) intersection is signalized. This section was resurfaced 

in 2009 (FPID No. 406545-1-52-01). 

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) is carried over the Withlacoochee River on two bridges (Bridge  

Nos. 080011 and 080064) (Figure 1-4). 

 

Traffic Signals are located at the following intersections: 

 I-75 northbound and southbound ramps (interconnected) 

 Bronson Road/Windmere Road 

 Kettering Road/Croom Rital Road 

 US 98 (SR 700/McKethan Road) 

 US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard) 

1.4 ROADWAY CLASSIFICATIONS AND DESIGNATIONS 

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) is part of the State Highway System (SHS) and has a Functional 

Classification of Rural Principal Arterial. There are no grade separated interchanges, other than 

I-75, along the project. The facility’s access management classification is Access Class 3, 

Restrictive, from Lockhart Road to east of Kettering Road and Access Class 4, Non-restrictive, 

from east of Kettering Road to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard). 
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Figure 1-2:  SR 50 from Lockhart Road to US 98 Existing Typical Section 
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Figure 1-3:  SR 50 from US 98 to US 301 Existing Typical Section
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Figure 1-4:  SR 50 Existing Bridges Over the Withlacoochee River 
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SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) has a SIS designation of SIS Corridor and also a Florida Intrastate 

Highway System (FIHS) designation from US 19 to I-75. SR 50 is a Federal Aid Road on the 

National Highway System (NHS) from US 19 to I-75, and is part of the Surface Transportation 

Program (STP) from I-75 to US 301.  In addition, the entire length of SR 50 within Hernando 

County has been designated a hurricane evacuation route by the Florida State Emergency 

Response Team (SERT) and is identified as an evacuation route in the Hernando County 

Comprehensive Plan. The Hernando County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 

Congestion Management Process 2010 State of the System Report
1
 has designated SR 50 (Cortez 

Boulevard) in the study area as a truck route. 

1.5 REPORT PURPOSE 

In compliance with state and federal rules, regulations, and policies, a Public Involvement Plan 

(PIP) was developed in June 2011 and carried out as an integral part of the SR 50 (Cortez 

Boulevard) PD&E study (Appendix A). Public involvement was implemented throughout the 

PD&E study to keep appropriate agencies, public officials, property owners, and interested 

citizens informed, and to ensure project compliance with local and regional transportation plans. 

The FDOT has conducted an interagency coordination effort and public participation process. 

This Comments and Coordination Report is one of several documents that has been prepared as 

part of this PD&E study. This report documents the PIP, agency coordination efforts, public 

involvement activities, and comments received. 

1.6 REFERENCES 

1. Project Development and Environment Manual; Florida Department of 

Transportation; Tallahassee, Florida; 2013. 

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/emo/pubs/pdeman/pdeman1.shtm 

2. Congestion Management Process 2010 State of the System Report; Hernando 

County Metropolitan Planning Organization; December 20, 2010.

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/emo/pubs/pdeman/pdeman1.shtm
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2.0 IMPROVEMENT ALTERNATIVES 

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) is planned to be widened from four to six lanes from Lockhart Road to  

US 98 (SR 700), and from two to four lanes from US 98 (SR 700) to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman 

Boulevard) in Hernando County. In accordance with FDOT policy, the roadway must meet certain 

design and operational criteria as established by the Florida Legislature. The focus of the alternative 

alignment analysis is to identify the best alignment, typical sections, and other major design features 

to safely accommodate traffic within the corridor and how to best avoid and minimize effects to 

natural and social resources. The Recommended Build Alternative is then evaluated with regards to 

needs, criteria, costs, and effects, and compared to the No-Build Alternative. 

2.1 NO-BUILD ALTERNATIVE  

The No-Build Alternative would not construct the SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) improvements.  

It would leave the existing roadway in its current configuration, except for other intersection, 

pedestrian, bicycle, or safety improvements identified in the Hernando County MPO’s  

2035 LRTP. 

However, the No-Build Alternative option fails to fulfill the project’s purpose and need or meet 

any of the goals of the MPO’s LRTP. The advantages and disadvantages of the No-Build 

Alternative are as follows: 

Advantages 

• No expenditure of public funds for design, right of way (ROW) acquisition, utility 

relocation, or construction would be required. 

• Traffic would not be disrupted due to construction, thus avoiding inconveniences to local 

businesses and residences. 

• No environmental degradation or disruption of natural resources. 

Disadvantages 

• Does not meet the established purpose and need for the project. 

• Substandard Level of Service (LOS) for the existing roadway network. 

• Reduced economic viability and mobility due to traffic congestion. 

• Increased traffic congestion causing increased road user cost due to travel delay. 

• Deterioration of air quality caused by traffic congestion and delays. 

• Increased roadway maintenance costs. 

• Inconsistent with the plans and goals of the Hernando County MPO. 

The No-Build Alternative remained a viable alternative throughout the PD&E study process. 

2.2 TRANSPORTATION SYSTEMS MANAGEMENT 

Transportation Systems Management (TSM) alternatives include those activities that maximize 

the efficiency of the existing system. Possible options include ride-sharing, fringe parking, the 

addition of turn lanes, traffic signal timing optimization, and access management measures. 
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While TSM options will be incorporated into the proposed project to the greatest extent possible, 

TSM improvements alone would provide little to no contributions to meeting the project’s 

purpose and need. 

Multi-modal solutions to substandard roadways are generally only effective within highly 

urbanized or constrained corridors. Specific examples of multi-modal alternatives are mass 

transit systems such as bus or rail options.   

While the TSM alternative can provide improved traffic operations, the TSM alternative on its 

own fails to fulfill the purpose and need for the project through the design year 2035.  

Therefore, the TSM alternative was not considered as a solution for the expected deficiencies 

along SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) in the design year 2035. 

2.3 MULTI-MODAL ALTERNATIVES 

2.3.1 Transit Alternatives 

Currently, there is no fixed route bus service within the corridor. The West Central Florida MPO 

Chairs Coordinating Committee (CCC) Regional Cost Affordable Transit Facilities and Services 

2010-2025 identifies no planned transit facilities and services along this portion of SR 50 (Cortez 

Boulevard). The Hernando County MPO’s 2035 LRTP Transit Needs Plan Local Transit Route 

Needs identifies proposed local Route 90 along a portion of the project limits from SR 50 

(Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to US 98 (SR 700/McKethan Road).  The Hernando 

County MPO’s 2035 LRTP Needs Assessment Transit Networks identifies a proposed express 

bus route along SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) west of I-75. 

2.3.2 Non-Motorized Transportation 

The proposed Build Alternatives include 5-ft paved shoulders to accommodate bicyclists and 5-ft 

sidewalks throughout the SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) corridor. Sidewalk connections to the 

Withlacoochee State Trail are proposed from both sides of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard). 

2.3.3 Multi-Modal Alternative Conclusion 

While the multi-modal and transit alternatives also have the potential to improve traffic operations 

along the corridor, these alternatives fail to fulfill the needs and goals of the project on their own 

within the study area. Planned projects to add transit systems and sidewalks and shoulders for 

bicycles will not eliminate the need for improvements to SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard). While multi-

modal features are integral parts of the Build Alternative in the form of roadway lanes, sidewalks, 

and bike lanes, the multi-modal alternative fails to fulfill the purpose and need for the project. 

Therefore, multi-modal/transit alternatives were not considered as stand-alone solutions for the 

existing and expected deficiencies within the study area. 
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2.4 RECOMMENDED BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

2.4.1 Lockhart Road to Kettering Road 

As shown in Figure 2-1, the Recommended Build Alternative from Lockhart Road to Kettering 

Road is a six-lane divided suburban roadway with a 46-ft median. Three 12-ft travel lanes with 

6.5-ft paved inside shoulders and 8-ft flush outside shoulders (5 ft paved) are provided in each 

direction. Bicyclists will be accommodated by the outside 5-ft paved shoulder in each direction. 

This typical section also contains open drainage ditches that parallel both sides of the roadway. 

Continuous sidewalks, 5 ft wide, are provided adjacent to the ROW line. The proposed design 

speed for this typical section is 50 miles per hour (mph), the minimum design speed for a 

Strategic Intermodal System facility. This typical section fits within the existing 200 ft of ROW.   

2.4.2 Kettering Road to US 98 (SR 700/McKethan Road) 

The Recommended Build Alternative from Kettering Road to US 98 (SR 700/McKethan Road), 

shown in Figure 2-2, is a six-lane divided rural roadway with a 40-ft depressed grass median and 

8-ft flush inside and 8-ft flush outside shoulders (5 ft paved). Bicyclists will be accommodated 

by the outside 5-ft paved shoulder in each direction. This typical section also contains open 

drainage ditches and 5 ft continuous sidewalks adjacent to the ROW line. The proposed design 

speed for this typical section is 65 mph. This typical section fits within the existing 200 ft 

(minimum) of ROW with the Design Variation approved for the substandard border width (36 ft 

of 40 ft required).  

2.4.3 US 98 (SR 700/McKethan Road) to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard) 

As shown in Figure 2-3, the Recommended Build Alternative from US 98 (SR 700/McKethan 

Road) to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard), is a four-lane divided rural roadway with a 40-ft 

depressed median, flush 6-ft unpaved inside shoulders and 8-ft outside shoulders (5 ft paved). 

The outside 5-ft paved shoulder in each direction will accommodate bicyclists. This typical 

section also contains open drainage ditches and 5-ft continuous sidewalks adjacent to the ROW 

line. The proposed design speed for this typical section is 65 mph. This typical section fits within 

the existing 200 ft (minimum) of ROW.  

2.4.4 Withlacoochee River Bridges 

Figure 2-4 shows the Recommended Build Alternative for widening the two existing bridges 

over the Withlacoochee River. Each bridge will have three 12-ft travel lanes, 10-ft inside and 

outside shoulders, and 5-ft sidewalks in each direction. In addition, the inside barrier on the 

westbound bridge will be replaced to meet current standards. 
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Figure 2-1:  Recommended Build Alternative from Lockhart Road to Kettering Road
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Figure 2-2:  Recommended Build Alternative from Kettering Road to US 98
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Figure 2-3:  Recommended Build Alternative from US 98 to US 301
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Figure 2-4:  Proposed Bridges Over the Withlacoochee River
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2.5 SELECTION OF THE RECOMMENDED BUILD ALTERNATIVE 

In order to evaluate the study alternatives, a qualitative and quantitative evaluation matrix  

(Table 2-1) was prepared using criteria from a multitude of categories including socioeconomic, 

environmental, cultural, potential hazardous material/petroleum contamination, and costs 

(design, ROW, construction, and construction engineering inspection). The matrix data was 

developed using raster-based aerial photography depicting the proposed ROW needs for each 

alternative. A detailed explanation of the qualitative and quantitative evaluation criteria may be 

found in the Preliminary Engineering Report
1
. 

The No-Build Alternative does not meet any of the goals of the Hernando County MPO’s LRTP. 

The No-Build Alternative fails to fulfill the project’s purpose and need to accommodate future 

traffic projections in a safe and efficient manner, resulting in substandard LOS within the 

corridor. Increased traffic congestion will cause increased road user cost due to travel delay. The 

No-Build Alternative will result in reduced economic viability and mobility due to traffic 

congestion and deterioration of the air quality caused by traffic congestions and delays. 

While the Recommended Build Alternative has costs associated with design and construction, it 

would result in a four- to six-lane facility that meets LOS standards while safely accommodating 

expected future traffic growth. Therefore, the Recommended Build Alternative has been selected 

based on the project’s purpose and need, and engineering and environmental analysis.  

2.6 SELECTION OF THE RECOMMENDED ALTERNATIVE 

The No-Build Alternative does not meet any of the goals of the MPO’s LRTP. The No-Build 

Alternative fails to fulfill the project’s purpose and need to accommodate future traffic 

projections is a safe and efficient manner, resulting in substandard LOS within the corridor. 

Increased traffic congestion will causing increased road user cost due to travel delay. The No-

Build Alternative will result in reduced economic viability and mobility due to traffic congestion 

and deterioration of air quality caused by traffic congestion and delays. 

While the Build Alternative has costs associated with design, ROW acquisition, and 

construction, it would result in a four- to six-lane facility that meets established LOS standards 

while safely accommodating expected future tragic growth. Therefore, the Build Alternative has 

been selected as the Recommended Alternative. 

2.7 PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE 

Following the Public Hearing, the Build Alternative was selected as the Recommended 

Alternative. Once approved by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), the Recommended 

Alternative becomes the Preferred Alternative, and it can be advanced to the design phase.  
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Table 2-1:  Evaluation Matrix 

2.8 REFERENCES 

1. Final Preliminary Engineering Report. Atkins North America, Inc. Tampa, 

Florida, January 2014. 

Evaluation Factors No-Build 
Alternative 

Recommended 
Build 

Alternative 

Right-of-Way (ROW) Impacts 

Number of Parcels Affected 0 12 

ROW Acquisition – US 98 and US 301 Roadway (acres [ac]) 0 20.417 

ROW Acquisition – Stormwater Management Facilities and 
Floodplain Compensation Sites (ac) 

0 20.700 

Business Relocations 0 0 

Residential Relocations 0 0 

Natural, Environmental and Physical Effects 

Species/Habitat (Potential Impacts) None Low 

Potential Contamination Sites (Medium and High risk) 0 5 

Wetlands and Other Surface Waters within Proposed ROW (ac)    
[includes existing ponds] 

0 7.29 

Noise Sensitive Sites (within 66 dB(A) isopleth) 0 18 

Community Facilities (schools, police, fire, medical, etc.) 0 0 

Historic/Archaeological Sites  0 0 

Estimated Costs (2011 Dollars)                                                                  

Design  (12 percent of  Roadway and Bridge Construction) $0  $2,619,737  

Roadway Right-of-way $0  $4,788,600  

Pond Right-of-Way $0 $1,500,200 

Construction* $0  $21,831,144  

CEI  (12 percent of Construction) $0  $2,619,737  

Total Cost (Present Day Cost) $0  $33,359,419  

* Includes roadway, earthwork, shoulder, median, drainage, bridge widening, signing, signalization, maintenance of 
traffic, mobilization, unknowns/contingency 
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3.0 PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PLAN 

The FDOT recognizes that the success of any transportation improvement is dependent upon a 

comprehensive public outreach effort. As such, the FDOT conducted a pro-active Public 

Involvement Plan (PIP) that focused on soliciting community participation throughout the PD&E 

process. In accordance with Part 1, Chapter 11 of the FDOT Project Development and 

Environment Manual
1
, a comprehensive PIP, approved on June 11, 2011, was developed and 

implemented throughout the course of the PD&E study. The purpose of the plan was to develop, 

implement, and document the methods that are used to inform and solicit responses from all 

interested parties, including local residents, public officials, agencies and business owners.  

The PIP helped identify stakeholders and affected communities, and included the following: 

• Project background 

• Project goals 

• Outreach activities; and 

• Evaluation of public involvement for the project. 

The plan included various techniques on how to notify and involve the public in the decision for 

the proposed transportation improvements such as legal newspaper advertisements, news 

releases to local media, and invitational newsletters to the public hearing.  

The PIP served as a history and record of commitments made as a result of public involvement 

activities. These activities included coordination meetings with local officials, a public hearing, 

unscheduled meetings and presentations as requested, and coordination with adjacent projects. 

The commitments made through the plans included Title VI and Title VIII of the Civil Rights 

Act of 1964, Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance, Safe Accountable Flexible 

Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) compliance and 

assistance for Limited English Proficiency (LEP) attendees. 

3.1 REFERENCES 

1. Project Development and Environment Manual, Part 1, Chapter 11. Florida 

Department of Transportation. Tallahassee, Florida.  
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4.0 EFFICIENT TRANSPORTATION DECISION MAKING 

In an attempt to streamline procedures for planning transportation projects, conducting 

environmental reviews, and developing and permitting projects, FDOT established the Efficient 

Transportation Decision Making (ETDM) Process. This streamlining was in response to the 

provisions contained within the Transportation Equity Act for the 21
st
 Century (TEA-21), which 

the United States Congress passed in July 1999.  Additional information regarding the ETDM 

process or project related ETDM comments are available on the ETDM website at: 

http://etdmpub.fla-etat.org/ 

The premises of ETDM include: 

• Early and continuous agency involvement 

• Good data upon which to base decisions 

• Better transportation decisions 

4.1 ENVIRONMENTAL TECHNICAL ADVISORY TEAM  

Each of FDOT’s seven geographic regions has identified an Environmental Technical Advisory 

Team (ETAT) consisting of representatives from agencies which have statutory responsibility for 

issuing permits or conducting consultation under the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 

of 1969. The ETAT is responsible for interacting with the FDOT and MPOs throughout the ETDM 

process. Early in a project’s process, the ETAT reviewed the purpose and need, direct impacts, 

recommended avoidance and minimization, suggested mitigation strategies, provided secondary 

and cumulative effects commentary, assessed degree of effect, and coordinated to reduce conflicts. 

The FDOT ETAT includes representatives from the following agencies. An asterisk (*) indicates 

those agencies that submitted responses within the ETDM system. Because this project is a SEIR, 

and doesn’t involve federal funding, federal agency comment was minimal. 

Federal Agencies 

• U.S. Coast Guard 

• Federal Transit Administration 

• Federal Highway Administration 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency* 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

• U.S. Department of Commerce – National Marine Fisheries Service* 

• U.S. Department of Agriculture – Natural Resources Conservation Service* 

• U.S. Department of Interior – U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service* 

• U.S. Department of Interior – National Park Service* 
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State Agencies 

• Florida Department of Agricultural Services 

• Florida Department of Environmental Protection* 

• Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission* 

• Florida Department of Community Affairs* 

• Florida Department of State* 

• Florida Department of Transportation* 

Regional/Local Agencies 

• Southwest Florida Water Management District* 

• Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council 

• Hernando County 

• Hernando County MPO 

• Seminole Tribe of Florida* 

• Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 

4.2 SUMMARY OF ETDM COMMENTS 

The SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) PD&E Study was submitted in the ETDM Environmental 

Screening Tool (EST) simultaneously with the Advance Notification (AN) package (ETDM  

No. 3391 – SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to US 301) on September 20, 2011. 

The comment period lasted for a total of 45 days ending in November 2011. During that time the 

ETAT provided comments on the project’s purpose and need, and issued their Degree of Effect 

(DOE) findings by resource area. From the close of the comment period, the FDOT had 60 days to 

respond to each comment. The EST Programming Summary Report
1
 (Appendix B), finalized in 

January 2012, provided the FDOT’s response to each DOE finding as well as discussion about  

the overall project. As a result of the AN and EST screening, there were no controversial 

comments received. 

4.3 ADVANCE NOTIFICATION 

Through the AN process the FDOT informed numerous federal, state, and local agencies of the 

project and its scope. An AN Package was prepared in accordance with Part 1, Chapter 3 of the 

FDOT Project Development and Environment Manual
2
 and was transmitted to the Florida State 

Clearinghouse (FSC), Department of Environmental Protection/Office of Intergovernmental 

Programs. The AN Package is contained in Appendix C. Agency responses to the AN Package 

are included as part of their DOE findings located in the EST Programming Summary Report 

(Appendix B).  There were no additional comments received from non-ETAT representatives. 

This is a non-federal action; therefore, a consistency review for this project is not required by 15 

CFR 930 because no federal funds are involved. 
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4.3.1 Agencies on Mailing List  

The following agencies received AN packages through the EST or directly from FDOT.   

Federal Agencies 

• Federal Highway Administration – Division Administrator  

• Federal Highway Administration – ETAT Representative 

• Federal Emergency Management Agency, Mitigation Division – Chief 

• Federal Railroad Administration 

• Federal Transit Administrator – ETAT Representative 

• U.S. Department of the Interior, Bureau of Land Management, Eastern States Office 

• U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development – Regional Environmental Officer 

• U.S. Department of the Interior, U.S. Geological Survey – Chief 

• U.S. Environmental Protection Agency – ETAT Representative 

• U.S. Department of Interior, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service – ETAT Representative 

• U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Regulatory Branch – ETAT Representative 

• U.S. Department of Commerce, National Marine Fisheries Service, Southeast 

• U.S. Department of Commerce, National Marine Fisheries Service, Southeast Regional 

Superintendent Conservation Division – ETAT Representative 

• U.S. Department of Agriculture, Southern Region 

• U.S. Department of Interior, National Park Service, Southeast Regional Office – ETAT 

Representative 

• Federal Aviation Administration, Airports District Office 

• U.S. Department of Health and Human Services-National Center for  

Environmental Health 

• U.S. Department of Interior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Office of Trust Responsibilities 

• U.S. Coast Guard, Seventh District, Commander (OAN) – ETAT Representative  

• U.S. Forest Service – ETAT Representative 

• Federal Transit Administrator – ETAT Representative 

State Agencies 

• Florida Inland Navigation District 

• Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission – ETAT Representative 

• Florida Department of Environmental Protection – ETAT Representative 

• Florida Department of Environmental Protection – State Clearinghouse 

• Florida Department of State – ETAT Representative 
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• Florida Department of Community Affairs – ETAT Representative 

• Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services – ETAT Representative 

• FDOT Environmental Management Office – Engineer/Manager 

Regional/Local Agencies/Government Officials 

• Southwest Florida Water Management District – ETAT Representative 

• Hernando County Metropolitan Planning Organization 

Indian Nations 

• Poarch Band of Creek Indians of Alabama 

• Muscogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma 

• Seminole Tribe of Florida 

• Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 

• Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 

• Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 

4.4 REFERENCES 

1. Environmental Screening Tool Programming Summary Report. Project #3391 

– SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to US 301. Florida 

Department of Transportation. Tallahassee, Florida. Published January 9, 

2012. 

2. Project Development and Environment Report. Florida Department of 

Transportation. Tallahassee, Florida. 
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5.0 COORDINATION EFFORTS 

The FDOT has coordinated with state and local agencies throughout the study process.  

This section summarizes the results of these coordination efforts. 

5.1 AGENCY COORDINATION 

Throughout the course of the study, coordination was conducted with various state, regional, and 

local agencies which would be involved with this project, or whose agreement is required for this 

project. The following is a list of the state, regional, and local agencies with whom the FDOT has 

specifically coordinated. 

5.2 FLORIDA FOREST SERVICE 

In September 2011, the FDOT initiated coordination with the Florida Forest Service regarding 

sidewalk connections to the Withlacoochee State Trail. The FDOT committed to construction of 

the sidewalk connections. However, since those connections would be located within land 

managed by the Florida Forest Service (Withlacoochee State Trail), maintenance of the 

connections would be the Forest Service’s responsibility. Final coordination shall occur during 

the design phase. 

5.3 HERNANDO COUNTY 

Hernando County staff reviewed the PD&E conceptual plans in November 2011 as part local 

agency coordination efforts, and offered the following concerns: 

Comment:  Include provision for multi-use trail as provided for the western portion of SR 50 

from US 19 to Brooksville. 

Response: Since a multi-use trail isn’t consistent with the LRTP, and the county cannot 

commit to maintain it, no multi-use trail is proposed. Sidewalks, 5 ft wide, are 

currently being proposed in each direction, including connections to the 

Withlacoochee State Trail. 

Comment: Concern with removal of traffic signal at Windmere Road/Bronson Boulevard. 

Response: In accordance with current FDOT access management guidelines, this signal is 

proposed to be relocated to Sherman Hills Boulevard as part of the I-75 

improvement project (FPID 411011-2). 

5.4 HERNANDO COUNTY MPO 

The FDOT gave a presentation to the Hernando County MPO in February 2012, which included 

a PowerPoint presentation and project graphics, and distribution of the project Fact Sheet. 
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6.0 MAILING LIST AND NEWSLETTERS 

A mailing list was developed for this project and updated throughout its’ duration. A newsletter 

was mailed, first class, to everyone on the mailing list and served as notification for the public 

hearing. The mailing list contained: 

 Those whose property lies, in whole or part, within 300 ft on either side of the centerline 

of the Recommended Build Alternative. Florida Statutes Section 339.155, states property 

owners within 300 ft of the centerline of each alternative should be notified of the project. 

In accordance with the PD&E manual, this portion of the mailing list was obtained from 

the Hernando County Property Appraiser’s office. In order to ensure notification of 

tenants, and enhance public involvement efforts, if the physical address was different 

than the mailing address from the property appraiser files, a notification newsletter was 

sent to both. 

 Elected and appointed public officials. 

 Public and private groups, organizations, agencies, business owners, and individuals that 

have an interest in the project. Due to the proximity of recreational and environmentally 

sensitive properties, a special effort was made to include federal, state, and local 

environmental groups such as Defenders of Wildlife, and Rails to Trails. 

 The property owner and agency mailing list included just over 250 individuals and 

agencies. A copy of the mailing lists may be found in the Public Hearing Notification 

Materials and Mailing Lists (Appendix D). 
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7.0 PUBLIC HEARING 

The FDOT held a public hearing on September 27, 2012 from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm at the Ridge 

Manor Community Center, 34240 Cortez Boulevard, Dade City, Florida. The purpose of the 

hearing was to provide an opportunity for the public to provide comments regarding the location 

and conceptual design of the proposed improvements to SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) within the 

project limits. In accordance with Section 335.188, Florida Statutes, the public hearing was also 

being held to provide the opportunity for public comment on the proposed access management 

reclassification for SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Kettering Road to east of US 301  

(SR 35/Treiman Boulevard) from Access Class 4 to Access Class 3 due to proposed changes 

from a non-restrictive to a restrictive median. Project documents were on display for public 

review from Thursday, September 6, 2012 to Monday, October 8, 2012 during normal operating 

hours at the following locations: 

East Hernando Branch Library  Florida Department of Transportation, District VII 

6457 Windmere Road    Intermodal Systems Department 

Brooksville, FL 34602   11201 N. McKinley Drive 

      Tampa, FL 33612-6456 

Newsletters announced the public hearing and were sent via electronic mail to public officials, 

and first class mail to property owners and agencies on the mailings list. In accordance with 

FDOT’s PD&E Manual guidelines, an advertisement was published in the Florida 

Administrative Weekly (FAW) on September 14, 2012, and a quarter-page legal display 

advertisement published in the Hernando Times on September 6, 2012, and again on September 

22, 2012. 

The FDOT presented the following two alternatives at the public hearing: 

 Recommended Build Alternative 

 No-Build Alternative 

The Recommended Build Alternative proposes to widen SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) within the 

referenced project limits from the existing two- and four-lane rural roadway to a four- and six-

lane divided arterial with pedestrian and bicycle facilities on both sides of the road. The existing 

two bridges carrying SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) over the Withlacoochee River are also proposed 

to be widened. The portion of the SR 50 between the I-75 ramps is exempt from this study 

because these improvements were analyzed under the I-75 PD&E Study, FPID No. 411014-1. 

The No-Build Alternative assumes the existing conditions would remain for SR 50 (Cortez 

Boulevard) within the project limits and only routine maintenance activities and safety 

improvements would occur as required. The No-Build Alternative is considered to be a viable 

alternative and will remain so for the duration of the PD&E study process. 

The hearing was conducted in an informal format with an opportunity for public testimony after 

a formal presentation. After signing in, each participant received a handout package, which 

included the newsletter and a comment form. They were also provided the opportunity to fill out 
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a speaker’s card if they wished to speak during the formal portion of the hearing.  

Participants were encouraged to view the audiovisual presentation, which ran continuously, in 

addition to visiting the project display area.  

The open house portion of the hearing was held from 5:00 pm to 6:00 pm. During that time, the 

public could view exhibits, view the PowerPoint video presentation, give statements to the court 

reporter, or ask questions, one-on-one, from project team members. The formal session began at 

6:00 pm and opened with the Environmental Management Engineer Kirk Bogen outlining the 

project description, and addressing formalities associated with the public hearing proceedings.  

Attendees were given the opportunity to provide comments in one of four ways: 

• Make an oral statement to the court reporter during the informal portion of the hearing; 

• Make an oral statement during the formal portion of the hearing; 

• Complete the written comment form and place it in a box at the hearing; 

• Complete written comments and mail the comment form to the FDOT, District Seven. 

Approximately 37 citizens and 18 staff members signed the attendance sheets at the public 

hearing. Two individuals gave statements to the court reporter during the informal portion, five 

people spoke during the formal presentation, one written comment was received at the hearing, 

and six written comments were mailed to the FDOT project manager during the comment period. 

The court reporter recorded all verbal comments and prepared a verbatim public hearing 

transcript. All written comments postmarked by October 8, 2012 were included in the transcript, 

as well. Written comments may be found in the project files and are documented in this report. 

Appendix D contains copies of all materials provided at the public hearing and includes the 

following: 

• Sign-In Sheets 

• Handout/newsletter 

• Comment Sheets 

• Speaker Cards 

• Boards (including citations) 

• Roll Plots 

• PowerPoint Presentation with Notes 
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8.0 SUMMARY OF PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS 

This section summarizes and provides response to those comments that pertain to this project.  

The public hearing comment period was advertised to end on Monday, October 8, 2012.  

One written comment was received at the hearing and six were mailed to the FDOT by the end of 

the comment period. A total of seven oral comments were received at the hearing; two were 

given to the court reporter during the informal portion, and five individuals spoke during the 

formal portion. 

A summary of the comments, both verbal and written, is provided below: 

Comment: No rumble strips outside Ridge Manor Garden Apartments. 

Response: Comment noted. This issue is addressed during the design phase. 

Comment: Requests left turn into Ridge Manor Campground. It’s a hardship for senior 

citizens to make u-turn at the US 98/SR 50 intersection. 

Response: Subsequent to the public hearing, a median opening was added to the preliminary 

concept plans to accommodate a left turn into the Ridge Manor Campground. 

Comment: Requests “No Engine Braking” sign before light at US 98 and SR 50. 

Response: Comment noted. 

Comment: Wants to keep light at SR 50 and Bronson Road. Also requests right turn lane at 

every road. 

Response: The traffic signal at Bronson Road was addressed in the I-75 PD&E study  

(FPID 411011-2).  

Comment: Request full “cross over” (median) at or near Tree Lane intersection and change 

the restricted median at the Methodist Church to a full median. Not safe to make 

U-turns at US 301/SR 50 intersection. 

Response: Tree Lane is too close to US 301, therefore, a median opening at this location 

would conflict with the eastbound left turn lanes. However, after further 

evaluation, it was decided that the western half of the directional median opening 

located at station 1223+50 will be moved westward to align with the Terrace 

Ridge Apartments entrance at station 1216+50. This will allow eastbound to 

northbound left turns into the apartment complex, avoiding the need to make u-

turns.  

In addition, the directional median opening at Dogwood Drive, along US 301 

south of SR 50 will be changed to a full median opening, including a southbound 

left turn lane to allow U-turns. This will help traffic leaving the hardware store 
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and the medical clinic to get back to SR 50 westbound, without having to quickly 

cross four lanes to make an immediate U-turn. 

Also, an eastbound left-turn lane and median opening will be provided along  

SR 50 east of US 301 near Station 1250 to accommodate eastbound to westbound 

U-turns.  

Comment: Need an acceleration and deceleration lane at campground because high volume of 

RVs that have limited ability to accelerate and decelerate quickly. Shorten 

eastbound turn lane onto Westwood Drive by 100’ to 550’, then have matching 

550’ westbound lane, could have alignment with existing entrance to campground. 

Senior citizens and limited turning radius of RVs pose make u-turns unsafe, 

especially with high rate of speed of traffic. 

Response: Subsequent to the Public Hearing, a median opening was added to the preliminary 

concept plans to accommodate a left turn into the Ridge Manor Campground. 

Comment: Need right turn lanes at West Lake Boulevard and Lakewood Drive. 

Response: Right turn lanes will be evaluated during final design when more detailed traffic 

evaluation is done. 

Comment: Concern that the increase in lanes and speed in the Ridge Manor area will change 

the current community lifestyle of residents. Requests construction of a frontage 

road to alleviate residents having to enter SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) to frequent 

community businesses. 

Response: Installation of a frontage road in this area must be provided by Hernando County.  

Appendix E contains a copy of the public hearing transcript, speaker cards, and written 

comments. 
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  PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PLAN 
 
This program is in compliance with the Florida Department of Transportation’s (FDOT) Project 
Development and Environment (PD&E) Manual, Section 339.155 Florida Statutes (FS), 
Executive Orders 11990 and 11988, Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) Regulations for 
Implementing the Procedural Provisions of the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 
(NEPA), 23 Code of Federal Regulations 771, Title VI of the U.S. Civil Rights Act of 1964, as 
supplemented by Title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act as amended, and the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA). 

The success of any transportation improvement is dependent upon a comprehensive public 
outreach effort. As such, FDOT is committed to conducting a pro-active Public Involvement 
Plan (PIP) that focuses on soliciting community participation throughout the study process. It is 
believed that the positive value of implementing a strong public involvement effort will result in 
public awareness and support for the project. 

This document outlines the various methods by which FDOT will disseminate project 
information and solicit input from the community regarding local values and concerns associated 
with the proposed improvements to State Road 50 (SR 50/Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart 
Road to US 301 (Treiman Boulevard) Project Development and Environment Study. Completion 
of the PIP is the first step in the public involvement process, which will continue throughout the 
duration of the project. This plan will be updated as the study progresses. 

I. Description of Proposed Improvement 
 
WPI Segment Number: 416732-2 
 
Project Limits: The project limits for the proposed project are SR 50 from 

Lockhart Road to US 301, with the exception of the segment from 
west of I-75 to east of I-75, in Hernando County, Florida. The 
Project Location Map is shown in Figure 1 on the following page. 

 
Proposed Activity: The study will evaluate widening SR 50 from the existing two and 

four lanes to six lanes. 
 
Class of Action: A State Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) is the expected level 

of environmental documentation required for this project. 

II. Background 
 
The purpose of this project is to provide documented environmental and engineering analyses to 
assist FDOT in reaching a decision on the type, location and conceptual design of the 
improvements necessary to accommodate future traffic in a safe and efficient manner. The need 
for this study has been identified by the Hernando County Metropolitan Planning  
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FIGURE 1: PROJECT LOCATION MAP
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Organization (MPO) in order to plan for improved mobility and meet long-term 2035 travel 
needs within the county. The area of SR 50 near the I-75 interstate ramps is exempted from this 
study because those improvements will be included with the I-75 Final Design project, Financial 
Project Number (FPN): 411011-2. 

SR 50, locally known as Cortez Boulevard, serves as Hernando County’s only contiguous east-
west route with US 19 at its western terminus and the Hernando/Sumter county line at the eastern 
terminus. Within the project limits, the facility falls in unincorporated Hernando County with the 
primary land use designations being “Conservation”, “Residential”, and “Rural”. Commercial 
tracts are predominantly found at I-75 and US 301. There are two large, mixed-use 
Developments of Regional Impact (DRI), within the project area. Sunrise, located in the 
southeast quadrant of I-75 and SR 50, and Hickory Hill, located further south of SR 50, east of 
Lockhart Road. Along the project corridor there are numerous environmentally protected lands, 
including the Withlacoochee State Forest, Withlacoochee State Park, and Cypress Lakes 
Preserve. This area of the county offers many recreation destinations including Silver Lake and 
the Withlacoochee River. The Withlacoochee State Trail, Florida’s longest paved rail trail, 
crosses over SR 50 just east of Croom Rital Road. The Ridge Manor residential community lies 
on both the north and south side of SR 50 east of Kettering Road. SR 50 has been identified as 
both a hurricane evacuation and truck route in the Hernando County Comprehensive Plan.  

Existing SR 50 is a four-lane divided rural roadway from Lockhart Road to east of US 98 
(McKethan Road) with two 12-foot (ft) lanes, an 8-ft. inside shoulder, and a 10-ft outside 
shoulder (4 ft paved) in each direction. Approximately ¼ mile east of US 98, the facility 
transitions to a two-lane, undivided rural roadway with one 12-ft lane and an 8-ft outside 
shoulder (4 ft paved) in each direction. SR 50 is functionally classified as a rural principal 
arterial, and from I-75 west, it is included in the FDOT Strategic Intermodal System (SIS). 
Mandated by Florida Statute, the SIS is comprised of transportation facilities and services of 
statewide and inter-regional significance. Its intent is to provide a transportation system to guide 
strategic investments linked to Florida’s future economy. These facilities are top priorities for 
state discretionary capacity funding. From Lockhart Road to I-75, SR 50 is also designated as 
part of the Florida Intrastate Highway Highway System (FIHS).  

III.  Project Goals 
 
The following goals and objectives have been identified for this study: 

1. Collect necessary information to support FDOT’s decision on the type, design, and 
location of improvements to SR 50 within the project limits. 

2. Determine the factors related to the design and location of the facility including 
alternative alignments, cost estimates, transportation needs, social impacts, economic 
factors, and environmental effects. A No-Build alternative will also be considered. 

3. Evaluate alternatives based on a variety of parameters utilizing a matrix format. 

4. Identify a Preferred Alternative that minimizes natural, physical, and socio-economic 
impacts, while providing the necessary future transportation improvements. 
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IV.  Identification of Agencies, Elected Officials, and Public 
 
In an effort to streamline procedures for planning transportation projects, conducting 
environmental reviews, and developing and permitting projects, FDOT established the Efficient 
Transportation Decision Making (ETDM) process. The ETDM process also serves as the initial 
forum for agency coordination. In accordance with Part 1, Chapter 3, of the FDOT Project 
Development and Environment Manual, the following federal, state, regional, and local agencies 
have been identified as having a concern in this project because of jurisdictional review or 
expressed interest. They will be contacted through the Advance Notification (AN) process that is 
initiated by FDOT through the Environmental Screening Tool (EST) as part of ETDM. The 
District Seven Environmental Technical Advisory Team (ETAT) serves as a formal review 
committee. The Programming Screen Summary Report documents this screening coordination. 
The District ETAT members and agencies are included in the Agency Mailing List shown in 
Appendix A. As other concerned public agencies are identified throughout the study, they will 
be added to the list and contacted. 

Federal Agencies: 
 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) – Seventh District  
US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) – Region IV 
US Department of Interior – Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS) 
US Department of Interior – Bureau of Land Management, Eastern States Office 
US Department of Interior – Bureau of Indian Affairs 
US Department of Interior – US Geological Survey – Florida Integrated Science Center 
US Department of Interior – National Parks Service – Southeast Regional Office 
National Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
US Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Forest Service 
US Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) 
US Department of Commerce – NOAA National Marine Fisheries (NMFS) 
 
State Agencies: 
 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP)- Office of Greenways & Trails 
Florida State Clearinghouse; FDEO Office of Intergovernmental Programs (OIP) 
Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources, State Historic Preservation 
Officer (SHPO) 
Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FFWCC) 
Florida Department of Community Affairs (DCA) 
Florida Department of Transportation – Environmental Management Office (EMO) 
Florida Transportation Commission 
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Regional Agencies: 
 
Withlacoochee Regional Planning Council (WRPC) 
Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) 
Tampa Bay Regional Transportation Authority (TBARTA) 
 
Native American Tribes: 
 
Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 
Muskogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma 
Poarch Band of Creek Indians 
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 
Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians 
 
Local Agencies: 
 
Hernando MPO 
Hernando County – Sheriff’s Office 
Hernando County – Utilities Department 
Hernando County – Public Works Department 
Hernando County – Planning Department 
Hernando County – Fire and Rescue 
Hernando County – Development Department 
Hernando County – Tourist Development Council 
Hernando County – Parks and Recreation Department 
Hernando County – Tourism Bureau 
Hernando County – Land Services Division 
Hernando County – Airport and Business Complex 
Hernando County – Community Relations 
Hernando County – Transit Department, The Bus 
 
The following elected and appointed officials have been identified as having a jurisdictional 
interest in the project. Their information/notification materials will be distributed by the District 
Secretary/Public Information Officer (PIO) via email.  
 
Federal Officials: 
 
The Honorable Bill Nelson    United States Senator 
       digna_alvarez@billnelson.senate.gov 
The Honorable Marco Rubio    United States Senator 
       matt_mucci@marcorubio.senate.gov 
The Honorable Richard Nugent   United States Representative, District 5  
       erin.stacy@mail.house.gov 
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State Officials: 
 
The Honorable Paula Dockery   State Senator, District 15 
       dockery.paula.web@flsenate.gov 
The Honorable Robert C. “Rob” Schenck  State Representative, District 44 
       robert.schenck@myfloridahouse.gov 
 
Hernando County Officials: 
 
The Honorable James Adkins    Chairman, County Commissioner, District 5 
       jadkins@hernandocounty.us 
The Honorable Jeff Stabins    County Commissioner, District 1 
       jstabins@co.hernando.fl.us 
The Honorable Wayne Dukes    County Commissioner, District 2 
       wdukes@co.hernando.fl.us 
The Honorable Dave Russell, Jr.    County Commissioner, District 4 
       drussell@co.hernando.fl.us 
The Honorable John Druzbick   County Commissioner, District 3 
       Chairman, Hernando County MPO 
       jdruzbick@hernandocounty.us 
Mr. David Hamilton     County Administrator 
       countyadministrator@hernandocounty.us 
Mr. Bryan Blavatt Superintendent, Hernando County School 

Board  
 blavatt_b@hcsb.k12.fl.us 
 
Special Interest Groups, Chambers of Commerce, and Civic Organizations: 
 
Due to the environmentally sensitive nature of region within and around the project, several 
special interest groups are anticipated to be actively involved during project development. Their 
contact information may also be found in Appendix A. The only residential community, Ridge 
Manor, does not have an official neighborhood/community association, but does have a 
community center and a campground/mobile home park in which informational project material 
and notifications could be distributed. 

Rails to Trails of the Withlacoochee 
Sierra Club Tampa Bay 
Hernando County Audubon Society  
The Nature Conservancy 
Defenders of Wildlife 
Greater Hernando County Chamber of Commerce 
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V.  Outreach Activities/Public Notification 
 
The following techniques will be employed to notify the public of the study and to facilitate an 
early and continuous exchange of ideas and information with the community. The goal of early 
coordination with the local community is to consider their input prior to key decision making 
points during the study. In addition, every effort will be made to solicit input from seasonal 
residents in the project area.  

Invitational and Informational Newsletters 
 
Newsletters convey project information, and typically use graphics and photos to enhance 
understanding of various aspects of the project. It is anticipated that two (2) newsletters will be 
developed and will also serve as an invitation/notification of upcoming public meetings. The first 
will be distributed prior to the alternatives public workshop and the second prior to the public 
hearing. A mailing list will be established and the following groups will be notified: 
 

 Those whose property lies, in whole or in part, within 300 feet on either side of the 
centerline for each alternative as required by FS Section 399.155. The property owner 
list shall be compiled from the County Property Appraiser’s Office using a Geographic 
Information System (GIS) database containing current tax maps and ownership records. 
For the public hearing, the notification must be received at least 21 days prior to the date 
of the hearing. 

 
 Elected and appointed officials in the area (county, state, federal) and community leaders 

who have been identified, or have requested to be put on the mailing list. 
 

 Permitting agencies and other federal, state, and local agencies having jurisdiction within 
the project vicinity that have been identified and placed on the mailing list. 
 

 Public and private groups, organizations, agencies, businesses or individuals that request 
to be placed on the mailing list for this project. 

 
Elected and appointed officials will be notified 25 – 30 days prior to the meetings. Other groups 
will be notified such that notification is received 21 days prior to the meeting/hearing. 
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Legal/Display Newspaper Advertisements 
 
Legal/display newspaper advertisements will be published in the Hernando Today and  
St. Petersburg Times – Hernando edition. These advertisements will be used to announce the 
date, time, and location of the public workshop and public hearing for the study. In addition, a 
hearing notice will be placed in the Florida Administrative Weekly.  

NEWSPAPERS / PUBLICATIONS 

Hernando Today 
15299 Cortez Boulevard 

Brooksville, Florida 34613 

Florida Administrative Weekly 
Florida Department of State 

www.flrules.org 
 

St. Petersburg Times/Hernando Times 
15365 Cortez Boulevard 

Brooksville, Florida 34613-6174 

    

Press Releases 
 
All press releases, news items, and public service announcements will be disseminated through 
the District PIO using a system called “Media Alert”. This information is delivered directly into 
the media’s computer system within one minute via the website. This form of communication is 
the preferred method by the media to receive press releases and information. 

VI.  Agency and Public Meetings  
 
The following agency and public meetings will be held to involve the public and interested 
agencies of the study process and the project’s status: 

Coordination Meetings with Local Officials 
 
These meetings will present the most current project information and will be held throughout the 
study period when deemed appropriate by FDOT, or when specifically requested by local 
officials/agencies. Coordination is typically accomplished by presentations to the Hernando 
MPO, Technical Advisory Committee (TAC), Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC), 
Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC), and the County Commission.  Presentation 
materials may include a fact sheet, PowerPoint presentation, graphic displays, and  
aerial photography. 

Unscheduled Meetings and Presentations 
 
FDOT and the consultant (if required) will be available on short notice to attend meetings or 
make presentations. Such meetings and presentations may be held any hour between 8 a.m. and  
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8 p.m. on any day of the week. Aerial maps, audio/visual displays, fact sheets, and other 
materials may be used for these meetings. 

Alternatives Public Workshop 

FDOT will conduct an alternatives public workshop. Notification to elected and appointed 
officials will occur 25 – 30 days prior to the workshop, and notification to the property owners 
will allow receipt at least 21 days prior to the workshop. One legal advertisement will be 
published approximately 7 – 12 days beforehand.  

The workshop will be conducted utilizing an informal format with a video or PowerPoint 
presentation, aerial photography, concept site plans, conceptual engineering plans, draft 
documents, and an evaluation matrix available for viewing. 

Comments will be received by FDOT directly at the meeting or by mail postmarked within 10 
days of the workshop. 

VII.  Public Hearing 

In compliance with the FDOT Project Development and Environment Manual, 23 CFR 771, and 
FS Section 339.155, a public hearing will be held as part of the study.  

A. Public Hearing Site 

Depending on schedule and availability, the public hearing could be held at one of the following 
locations: 

Ridge Manor Community Center  Ridge Manor Community United Methodist Church 
35240 Cortez Boulevard   34350 Cortez Boulevard  
Ridge Manor, Florida 33523    Ridge Manor, Florida 33523 
 

B. Advertisements 

A legal advertisement will be submitted to the Florida Administrative Weekly at least 35 days 
prior to the hearing. Invitational newsletters will be distributed to elected and appointed officials 
25 – 30 days prior to the hearing. Property owners will receive hearing notification at least 21 
days prior. Two legal advertisements will be published – the first at least 21 days prior to the 
hearing and the second 5 – 12 days prior. The press release will be distributed by the District PIO 
3 – 5 days prior to the hearing.  

C. Hearing Presentation 

The hearing will be conducted in a formal setting utilizing a PowerPoint presentation, aerial 
photography, conceptual engineering and site plans, draft documents, an evaluation matrix 
featuring the Preferred Alternative, and comment forms. The presentation may be edited for use 
on local public access TV following the Hearing. 
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D. Briefing Meeting 

The Department will hold a Briefing Meeting approximately 30 to 40 days before the public 
hearing to review hearing materials. The meeting will be held at FDOT with appropriate 
Department staff and their representatives to discuss potential public issues or concerns. All 
hearing materials will be submitted to FDOT for review and comment. 

E. Public Hearing Transcript 

A court reporter will document verbal public testimony during the formal portion of the public 
hearing and in a one-on-one setting during the informal portion of the hearing. Written 
comments received, or postmarked, during the comment period, which closes 10 days after the 
public hearing date, will be included in the official public hearing record. Written comments may 
be placed in one of the comment boxes, or mailed directly to FDOT. The transcript will be 
forwarded to the District Intermodal Systems Development Office. 

F. Location of Documents for Public Review 

Public notice will be provided in the public hearing notifications and advertisements indicating 
where the study documents are located for public review. The study documents are made  
available for public review from 21 days prior to and through 10 days following the public 
hearing. Public review sites will include: 

FDOT District Seven     East Hernando Branch Library 
Intermodal Systems Development Office  6457 Windmere Road 
11201 N. Malcolm McKinley Drive   Brooksville, Florida 34602 
Tampa, Florida 33612     (352) 754-4443 
(813) 975-6000 
 
Hernando County Planning Department 
20 N. Main Street, Room 262 
Brooksville, Florida 34601 
(352) 754-4057 

G. Non­Discrimination Laws and Regulations 

Notification during the Public Hearing and Alternatives Public Workshop will be provided in the 
presentation, by brochure, signage, and through all public advertisements and letter of invitation 
using the following wording: 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, 
religion, disability or family status. Person’s who require special accommodations under 
the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation service (free of 
charge) should contact Lori Snively, Public Involvement Coordinator, at (813) 975-6405 
or (800) 226-7220 at least 7 days in advance of the hearing. 
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H. Public Hearing Scrapbook 

A scrapbook containing 11 x 17 inch reproductions of the public hearing display boards, concept 
plans, presentation materials, brochure, sign-in sheets, and comment forms may be prepared. The 
scrapbook will also include a hearing summary. A CD containing the electronic files in Adobe 
“PDF” format may also be produced. 

I. Project Team Debriefing 

A debriefing will be held with the project team no later than two weeks after the Hearing. The 
purpose of the meeting is to identify, review, and discuss comments and issues expressed by the 
public. Questions and comments received from the public, but not answered at the Hearing, will 
be followed up after the Hearing. If a written response is necessary, the FDOT and their 
representatives will prepare all letters of response. A copy of all responses will be included in the 
project files and incorporated into the Comments and Coordination Report. 

VIII.  Comments and Coordination Report 

A Comments and Coordination Report will be prepared to summarize the project’s agency 
coordination and public involvement process. This report will also summarize the comments, and 
corresponding responses, results and recommendations of the alternatives public workshop and 
public hearing. 

IX.  Recommendation Notice 

Once all Public Hearing comments are reviewed and considered and FHWA approves the final 
environmental document by granting Location and Design Concept Acceptance (LDCA), a legal 
advertisement announcing FHWA’s approval will be prepared and published by FDOT in media 
outlets as specified in Section V. Notification will be sent to all individuals on the project’s 
mailing list (including property owners, elected officials, and agencies) by newsletter to  inform 
them of FHWA’s approval. This notice shall include the date the document was signed by 
FHWA, a brief description of the alternative selected, the schedule for remaining phases and the 
name of the design project manager (if it has been assigned). 

X.  Evaluation of Public Involvement Plan 

The public perception of the project shall be monitored by the study team. Written 
documentation of telephone conversations, requests for information, and other public 
involvement concerns and issues shall be maintained in the project’s public involvement file. 
Throughout the duration of the study the FDOT will receive and consider comments brought 
forth by the public.   

Issues submitted at the public meetings and presentations shall be analyzed by the study team to 
determine if they warrant further consideration in relation to the project’s location or design. 
These issues may be addressed by letter writing, follow-up newsletters, distribution of news 
releases, or other appropriate techniques.  
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XI.  Public Information During Design and Construction 
 
Following the PD&E study, additional proposed public involvement activities may be 
documented in a Community Awareness Plan (CAP). This CAP will be prepared at the start of 
the design and construction phases. It will outline procedures to keep the public informed of the 
project’s progress and specific issues that may come up during the design and  
construction phases.  



 

 

APPENDIX A 
Agency Mailing List



Agency Mailing List 

 

A‐1 

Mr. James W. Balsinger 
Director 
US Department of Commerce – 
National Marine Fisheries, NOAA 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW, Room 1528 
Washington, DC 20230 

Mr. Jonathan B. Jarvis 
Director 
National Park Service 
US Department of Interior 
Washington, DC 20240 

Ms. Cindy Dohner 
Regional Director 
US Fish & Wildlife Services – Region IV 
US Department of Interior 
1875 Century Boulevard, Suite 400 
Atlanta, GA 30345 

Ms. Marcia Biggs 
Chaiperson 
Sierra Club – Tampa Bay 
P.O. Box 1948 
Tampa, Florida  33601‐1948 

Mr. Mark Tercek 
President and CEO 
The Nature Conservancy 
4245 North Fairfax Drive, Suite 100 
Arlington, Virginia  22203‐1606 

Ms. Linda Vanderveen 
President 
Hernando Audubon Society 
P.O. Box 1678 
Brooksville, Florida  34602 

Mr. Rodger Schlickelsen 
President and CEO 
Defenders of Wildlife 
1130 17th Street 
Washington, DC 200036 

Mr. Ken Spilios 
President 
Rails to Trails of the Withlacoochee 
P.O. Box 807 
Inverness, Florida  34451‐0807 

Mr. Robert Clifford 
Executive Director 
TBARTA 
3802 Spectrum Boulevard 
Tampa, Florida  33612 

 



Agency Mailing List 

 

A‐2 

Mr. Dennis Dix, AICP 
Coordinator 
Hernando County Metropolitan Planning 
Organization 
20 N. Main Street, Room 262 
Brooksville, Florida  34601 

Mr. Ron Pianta 
Director 
Hernando County Land Services Department 
20 N. Main Street 
Brooksville, Florida  34601 

Mr. Don Silvernell, Manager 
Hernando County Airport & Business Complex 
15800 Flight Path Drive 
Brooksville, Florida  34604 

Mr. David Hamilton 
County Administrator 
Hernando County 
20 N. Main Street, Room 263 
Brooksville, Florida  34601 

Chief Mike Nickerson 
Fire Chief 
Hernando County Fire & Rescue 
60 Veterans Avenue 
Brooksville, Florida  34601 

Sheriff Al Nienhuis 
Sheriff 
Hernando County 
18900 Cortez Boulevard 
Brooksville, Florida  34601 

Ms. Barbara Mills 
Chairperson 
Hernando County Tourist Development Council 
30305 Cortez Boulevard 
Brooksville, Florida  34602 

Mr. Joe Stapf 
Director 
Hernando County Utilities Department 
21030 Cortez Boulevard 
Brooksville, Florida  34601 

Ms. Brenda Frazier 
Community Relations Coordinator 
Hernando County 
20 N. Main Street, Room 464 
Brooksville, Florida  34601 

Mr. Roy Link 
Maintenance Supervisor 
Hernando County Parks & Recreation Department 
205 E. Fort Dade Avenue 
Brooksville, Florida  34601 

Mr. Lawrence Jennings 
Director 
Hernando County Development Department 
789 Providence Boulevard 
Brooksville, Florida  34601 

Ms. Tammy J. Heon 
Tourism Planning Coordinator 
Hernando County Tourism Bureau 
30305 Cortez Boulevard 
Brooksville, Florida  34602 



Agency Mailing List 

 

A‐3 

Mr. Dennis Dix, AICP  
   Transportation Planning Coordinator 
Hernando County Planning Department 
20 N. Main Street 
Brooksville, Florida  34601 

Ms. Susan Goebel, PE 
Director 
Hernando County Public Works 
1525 E. Jefferson Street 
Brooksville, Florida  34601 

Mr. Donald V. Forgione 
Director 
Florida Park Service 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida  32399 

Mr. Bryan Blavatt 
Superintendent 
Hernando County School Board 
919 W. Broad Street 
Brooksville, Florida  34601 

Director 
Greenways and Trails 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 795 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399‐3000 

Mr. Ronald E. Oakley 
Co‐Chair 
Withlacoochee River Basin Board 
Southwest Florida Water Management District 
2379 Broad Street 
Brooksville, Florida 34604‐6899 

Mr. Douglas B. Tharp 
Co‐Chair 
Withlacoochee River Basin Board 
Southwest Florida Water Management District 
2379 Broad Street 
Brooksville, Florida 34604‐6899 

Ms. Patricia Crowley 
President 
Greater Hernando County Chamber of Commerce 
15588 Aviation Loop Drive 
Brooksville, Florida 34604 



Agency Mailing List 

 

A‐4 

Mr. Herschel T. Vinyard, Jr. 
Secretary 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 49 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 

Deputy Director 
Policy and Planning 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard, MS 49 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399 

Mr. Michael R. Moehlman 
Executive Director 
Withlacoochee Regional Planning Council 
1241 SW 10th Street 
Ocala, Florida  34471‐0323 

Ms. Alba Mas, P.E. 
Regulation Director 
Southwest Florida Water Management District 
7601 U.S. Highway 301 
Tampa, Florida  33637‐6759 

Mr. Mitchell Cypress 
Chairman 
Seminole Tribe of Florida 
6300 Stirling Road 
Hollywood, Florida 33024 

Mr. Colley Billie 
Chairman 
Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida 
Mile Marker 70, U.S. 41 Tamiami Trail 
Miami, Florida  33144 

Mr. A.D. Ellis 
Principal Chief 
Muskogee (Creek) Nation of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 580 
Okmulgee, Oklahoma  74447 

Mr. Leonard M. Harjo 
Principal Chief 
Seminole Nation of Oklahoma 
P.O. Box 1498 
Wewoka, Oklahoma  74884 

Miko Beasley Denson 
Miko 
Mississippi Band of Chocktaw Indians 
101 Industrial Road 
Chocktaw, Mississippi  39350 

Mr. Buford Rolin 
Tribal Chairman 
Poarch Band of Creek Indians 
5811 Jack Springs Road 
Atmore, Alabama  36502 
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Ms. Laura P. Milligan 
Environmental Consultant 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
Florida State Clearinghouse 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida  32399‐3000 

Mr. Nick Wiley 
Executive Director 
Florida Fish & Wildlife Conservation Commission 
Farris Bryant Building 
620 South Meridian Street 
Tallahassee, Florida  32399‐1600 

Mr. Billy Buzzette 
Secretary 
Florida Department of Community Affairs 
2555 Shumard Oak Boulevard, 260 M 
Tallahassee, Florida  32399‐2100 

Ms. Marjorie Bixby 
Manager 
Florida Department of Transportation 
Environmental Management Office 
605 Suwanee Street 
Tallahassee, Florida  32399 

Ms. Marty Lanahan 
Chairperson 
Florida Transportation Commission 
605 Suwanee Street 
Tallahassee, Florida  32399 

Mr. George Ballo 
Native American Coordination 
Florida Departmet of Transportation 
Environmental Management Office 
605 Suwanee Street 
Tallahassee, Florida  32399 

Mr. Scott Stroh 
State Historic Preservation Officer & Director 
Florida Department of State ‐ Division of  
Historical Resources 
R.A. Gray Building 
500 South Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, Florida  32399‐0250 

Mr. John Bixler 
Chief 
Florida Department of Health 
Bureau of Emergency Medical Operations 
4052 Bald Cypress Way, Bin C18 
Tallahassee, Florida  32399 

Ms. Laura P. Kammerer 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer for  
Review & Compliance 
Florida Departmentof State ‐ Division of  
Historic Preservation 
R.A. Gray Building 
500 S. Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, Florida  32399‐0250 

Mr. Jeff Littlejohn 
Deputy Secretary 
Regulatory Programs 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
3900 Commonwealth Boulevard 
Tallahassee, Florida  32399 



Agency Mailing List 

 

A‐6 

Director 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection –  
outhwest District 
13051 Telecom Parkway 
Temple Terrace, Florida  33637‐0936 

Ms. Gwendolyn Keyes Fleming 
Regional Administrator 
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DISCLAIMER: The Fact Sheet data consists of the most up-to-date information available at the time the Advance Notification Package is published.
Updates to this information may be found on the ETDM website at http://etdmpub.fla-etat.org  
 
Special Note: Please be aware of the selected Milestone date when viewing project data on the ETDM website. Snapshots of project and analysis data
have been taken for Project #3391 at various points throughout the project's life-cycle. On the website these Project Milestone Dates are listed in the
the project header immediately after the project contact information. Click on any of the dates listed to view the information available on that date.
 

Project Description

Project Description Data
Description Statement
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District 7 is conducting a Corridor Study and Project Development and Environment (PD&E)
Study for SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) in Hernando County. The purpose of the Corridor Study is to evaluate a six-lane divided arterial facility along SR
50 (Cortez Boulevard). Frontage roads from Lockhart Road to Kettering Road are planned to be implemented by Hernando County as local
development occurs along this section of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard). The purpose of the PD&E Study is to evaluate and document the environmental
affects due to implementing a six-lane divided arterial. The PD&E Study will not consider and document the environmental impacts due to providing
the frontage roads. The objective of the Corridor Study is to evaluate the existing conditions, deficiencies and needs along the corridor. The
objective of the PD&E Study will be to evaluate alternatives and recommend a preferred alternative in a State Environmental Impact Report (SEIR).

The limits of the Corridor and PD&E Studies are from Lockhart Road [milepost (MP) 3.031] west of Interstate 75 (I-75), easterly to US 301 (Treiman
Boulevard) (MP 8.543). The SR 50/I-75 interchange area is exempted out of these studies since the interchange area improvements were evaluated
as part of the I-75 PD&E Study, Work Program Item Segment Number (WPISN): 411014-1 and are being designed as part of the I-75 Final Design
project, WPISN: 411011-2. The total length of the Studies is approximately 6.5 miles (mi). Construction will begin approximately 2,000 ft west of
Lockhart Road. Six-lanes will need to be carried through the Lockhart Road intersection for traffic. Construction will end approximately 2,300 ft east
of US 301 to transition to 4-lane divided, then tie back into 2-lane undivided. Also proposed is approximately 3,100 ft of widening from 2 to 4-lanes
on US 98 (McKethan Road) south of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) and approximately 5,000 ft of widening on US 301 (Treiman Boulevard)
(approximately 2,500 ft to the north, and approximately 2,500 ft to the south) to accommodate the widening of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard). The total
cost of the project is $19,500,000.

ETDM #3391 was a Planning Screen publication prepared by Hernando County. This publication addressed the County's intent to implement SR 50
Frontage Roads from Lockhart Road to Kettering Road. ETDM #5171 was a Planning Screen publication prepared by Hernando County. This
publication covered a portion of the project limits from Kettering Road to US 98 (MeKethan Road). This publication addressed the proposed six
laning of SR 50. The section of SR 50 from US 98 (McKethan Road) to US 301(Treiman Boulevard) has not been published in any prior screening
event.

Purpose and Need Statement
The purpose of this project is to widen SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from a four to six lane divided facility from Lockhart Road to US 98 (McKethan
Road) and from a two lane undivided to a six lane divided facility from US 98 (McKethan Road) to US 301 (Treiman Boulevard) in Hernando County,
a distance of approximately 6.5 miles (mi). The widening will accommodate increases in traffic due to growth along the project corridor and the
surrounding areas.

Regional Connectivity

SR 50 is a major east-west arterial that crosses central Florida from the state's west coast to its east coast. SR 50 across Hernando County provides
connections to several regional and national north-south routes including US 19, Suncoast Parkway, US 41, I-75 and US 301 (Treiman Boulevard).
SR 50 is designated as a truck route and provides excellent access to distribution centers in the Tampa Bay region, including the major Wal-Mart
distribution center located south of SR 50 between Lockhart Road and Kettering Road. SR 50, from US 19 to I-75, is designated as a part of the
highway component of the Strategic Intermodal System (SIS). The SIS is a statewide transportation network that provides for high speed and high
volume traffic movements within the state. The primary function of the system is to service interstate and regional commerce and long distance trips.
The segment of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to US 301 (Treiman Boulevard) is not on the SIS. SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) is part of
the Regional Roadway Network designated by the West Central Florida Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Chairs' Coordinating Committee
(CCC) and it is included in the Regional Roadway Network.

The project will expand SR 50 from its current two- or four-lane divided rural typical section to a six-lane divided facility utilizing suburban or rural
typical sections. Recent studies indicate the need to provide 6-lanes for segments of the highway. This project will also help alleviate heavy
congestion, improve safety and thereby reduce high accident rates, and provide for enhanced emergency response times and emergency
evacuation.

Plan Consistency

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to Kettering Road is included in the Florida Department of Transportation's (FDOT's) Fiscal Year
2010/2011 to 2014/2015 Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) Funding Strategy First Five Year Plan, District 7 SIS Non-Interstate Plan (July 2010).

The SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) PD&E/EMO Study between Lockhart Road and US 301 (Treiman Boulevard) is included in the FDOT's Adopted Five
Year Work Program for Fiscal Years 2011/2012 to 2015/2016 (Item No. 416732-2) in 2012. SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) Add Lanes and
Reconstruction from Lockhart Road to Kettering Road is included in the FDOT's Adopted Five Year Work Program for Fiscal Years 2011/2012/ to
2015/2016 (Item No. 416732-1) in 2015. No other project implementation phases are programmed at this time.

The following improvements are included in the Hernando County MPO's 2035 Cost Affordable LRTP adopted in December 2009 and amended in
June 2010: SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to I-75 4-lane divided to 6-lane divided, SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from I-75 to Kettering
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Road 4-lane divided to 6-lane divided, and SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from US 98 (McKethan Road) to US 301 (Treiman Boulevard) 2-lane undivided
to 4-lane divided. The project limits from Kettering Road to US 98 (McKethan Road) are not currently included in the LRTP.

The Transportation Element of the Hernando County Comprehensive Plan last amended in October 2010 includes SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from
Lockhart Road to US 98 (McKethan Road) as an 8-lane divided facility and SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from US 98 (McKethan Road) to US 301
(Treiman Boulevard) is identified as 6-lane divided facility.

The Hernando County MPO Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Fiscal Years 2011/2012 to 2015/2016 adopted June 28, 2011, Priority List
of Projects includes the widening of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to Kettering Road from 4-lanes to 6-lanes. SR 50 (Cortez
Boulevard) from US 98 (McKethan Road) to US 301 (Treiman Boulevard) is identified as 2-lane to 4-lane improvement in the 2035 Needs Plan, but
not the Cost Affordable LRTP. The SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) project from Kettering Road to US 98 (McKethan Road) is not currently included in the
TIP.

This project is widening SR 50 to a six-lane divided arterial, facility. Frontage roads may be constructed in the future by others. Hernando County
Frontage Road Ordinance Chapter 24 Roads and Bridges, Article 1, Sec. 24-2 (c) states that developers of properties adjacent to the major arterial
highway grid must provide at the developer's expense a frontage road from property line to property line parallel to the arterial highway upon
demonstration of need and demand by the county.

Regarding development pressure within the corridor, existing and planned high intensity commercial development around the I-75/SR 50
interchange, within the limits of this project, is accelerating. Sunrise is a large approved Development of Regional Impact (DRI) within the project
area that is proposed to include mixed use residential, retail commercial, and office. The I-75/SR 50 Planned Development District is also within the
project area and is identified in the Hernando County Comprehensive Plan, Map G Regional Attractors and Regional Activity Centers.

Emergency Evacuation

SR 50 is designated as an emergency evacuation route from west of US 19 and Sumter County Line and is shown on the Florida Division of
Emergency Management's evacuation route network.

Future Population and Employment Growth

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) serves as a regional roadway and one of only three east-west major roadways in Hernando County. Employment
Estimates for Hernando County from 2006 to 2035 is expected to grow from 55,900 to 121,576 (an increase of 54.0%). Population is also expected
to increase from 154,245 to 308,584 (an increase of 50.0%) from 2006 to 2035.

Existing Traffic

Under existing conditions, SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) is a four-lane divided arterial facility from Lockhart Road to east of US 98 (McKethan Road) and
a two-lane undivided arterial from east of US 98 (McKethan Road) to US 301 (Treiman Boulevard). Existing traffic count data for 2011 which was
collected for the purpose of this study indicates the following:
The segment of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to Kettering Road carries average annual daily traffic (AADT) volumes that range
from 13,700 to 20,200
The segment of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Kettering Road to US 98 (McKethan Road) carries an AADT volume of 13,400 and
The segment of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from US 98 (McKethan Road) to US 301 (Treiman Boulevard) carries an AADT volume of 7,300.

A planning level segment analysis indicates that SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to east of US 98 (McKethan Road) operates at LOS
A and SR 50 from east of US 98 (McKethan Road) to US 301 (Treiman Boulevard) operates at LOS B.

Future Traffic

The Hernando County MPO's 2035 Cost Affordable Long Range Transportation Plan (Adopted in December 2009 and Amended in June 2010)
indicates the following:
SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to Kettering Road will be improved to a six-lane divided arterial facility between 2015 and 2025.
Further improvements will be made to the same section of the roadway between 2026 and 2035 where a two-lane bi-directional frontage road will be
added on each side of mainline SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard).
SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Kettering Road to US 98 (McKethan Road) will continue to operate as a four-lane arterial facility.
SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from US 98 (McKethan Road) to US 301 (Treiman Boulevard) will be improved to a four-lane arterial facility between 2026
and 2035.

The Tampa Bay Regional Planning Model (TBRPM) - 2035 Cost Affordable Model, which is the basis for the Hernando MPO's adopted 2035 LRTP,
indicates the following:
The segment of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to Kettering Road carries AADT volumes that range from 63,600 to 79,100. The
frontage roads that parallel SR 50 from Lockhart Road to Kettering Road carry AADT volumes that range from 6,900 to 15,100
The segment of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Kettering Road to US 98 (McKethan Road) carries an AADT volume of 52,300 and
The segment of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from US 98 (McKethan Road) to US 301 (Treiman Boulevard) carries an AADT volume of 24,700.

Under the above improved conditions for 2035, SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to Kettering Road will operate at LOS B - LOS C. SR
50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Kettering Road to US 98 (McKethan Road) will operate at LOS F and SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from US 98 (McKethan
Road) to US 301 (Treiman Boulevard) will operate at LOS A. However, the proposed improvement of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) to six-lane arterial
will make the entire study corridor operate at acceptable LOS conditions.

The 2035 No-Build planning and operational level analyses conducted for the purpose of these studies indicate that all of the segments and
intersections along SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) between Lockhart Road and US 301 (Treiman Boulevard) will operate at failing LOS conditions (LOS
F)
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Safety

Safety within the SR 50 corridor will be enhanced due to the implementation of bi-directional two-lane frontage roads on either side of this facility and
widening of the SR 50 mainline from four to six lanes. Congestion will be reduced on SR 50 by separating the local trips accessing land uses along
this regional roadway. Also, limiting access along SR 50 to only frontage road connections will significantly reduce side friction and therefore, the
potential for conflicts with other vehicles.

Average safety ratios for years 2005-2009 for the intersections along SR 50 within the study area indicate that SR 50 crash rates are higher than the
statewide averages at most of the major intersections along the corridor. Also, the segment of SR 50 from east of Bronson Boulevard to west of
Kettering Road has a crash rate higher than the statewide average. The average safety ratios for intersections and segments are listed below.

SR 50 at Bronson Boulevard/Windmere Road intersection has a safety ratio of 1.796. SR 50 at Kettering Road/Croom Rital Road intersection has a
safety ratio of 0.946. SR 50 at US 98/SR 700/McKethan Road/Olancha Road intersection has a safety ratio of 2.565. SR 50 at US 301/SR 35/
Treiman Boulevard intersection has a safety ratio of 1.329.

SR 50 from Lockhart Road to west of I-75 segment has a safety ratio of 0.490. SR 50 east of Bronson Boulevard to west of Kettering Road segment
has a safety ratio of 1.494. SR 50 from Kettering Road to US 98 segment has a safety ratio of 0.473. SR 50 from US 98 (McKethan Road) to US 301
(Treiman Boulevard) segment has a safety ratio of 0.367.

Transit

Currently there is no fixed route bus service within the corridor. The West Central Florida MPO CCC Regional Cost Affordable Transit Facilities and
Services 2010-2025 identifies no planned transit facilities and services along this portion of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard). The Hernando County MPO's
2035 LRTP Transit Needs Plan Local Transit Route Needs identifies proposed local Route 90 along a portion of the project limits from SR 50 (Cortez
Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to US 98 (McKethan Road). The Hernando County MPO's 2035 LRTP Needs Assessment Transit Networks
identifies a proposed express bus route along SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) west of I-75.

Hernando County has a cooperative effort, called THE Bus, which consists of the Hernando County Board of County Commissioners, Hernando
County MPO, City of Brooksville, FDOT, Federal Transit Administration and McDonald Transit Associates, Inc. This cooperative effort provides serve
to Hernando County. No current routes of the bus travel on SR 50 within the limits of this project, but other study initiatives of the Tampa Bay Area
Regional Transit Authority (TBARTA) may extend service to within the subject corridor in the future. TBARTA and FDOT are currently conducting a
study to explore transit connections from Hillsborough County to the south northerly to Citrus County. The limits of this SR 50 corridor are included
within the limits of that transit evaluation study.

Access to Intermodal Facilities and Freight Activity Centers

Access to intermodal facilities is an important consideration in the development of the Hernando County transportation system. SR 50 is a
designated truck route that accesses one of the County's primary industrial areas. The Walmart Peninsular Florida Distribution Center accesses SR
50 at Kettering Road. The countywide truck routing system provides a continuous network of arterial roadways designed to handle the through
movement of heavy trucks. This system must also provide a high level of accessibility to all parts of the county. Provision of the frontage roads and
widening from four to six lanes within the SR 50 corridor should enhance truck access to the business community. This is due to enhanced traffic
flow on the adjacent SIS facility and improved level of service that results from an effective frontage road and collector-distributor system.

Relief to Parallel Facilities

The closest parallel facility is SR 52, approximately 10 miles to the south. As with SR 50, SR 52 connects US 19 to I-75 and US 301 (Treiman
Boulevard). Therefore, widening SR 50 will provide an improved link in the regional network that could provide relief for those trips between US 19, I-
75 and US 301 (Treiman Boulevard) that would otherwise use SR 52.

Bikeways and Sidewalks

The existing rural cross-section design incorporates open swales with no sidewalks. Paved shoulders functioning as 'undesignated' bike lanes
provide some utility for bicyclists.

The Hernando County MPO's 2035 Cost Affordable LRTP 2035 Future Planned Bicycle Facilities identifies this portion of SR 50 as having existing
bicycle facilities, paved shoulder/bike lane and identifies a multi-use trail (the Withlacoochee State Trail) and two trailheads, one on SR 50 at
Kettering Road and SR 50 east of Kettering Road.

Integration of non-motorized transportation is an important component of a balanced transportation system within an urbanized area. The proposed
improvements should safely accommodate bicycles and pedestrians to the greatest extent possible. Typically the frontage roads have low volumes
and operating speeds, and provide more direct access to commercial areas than will an SIS roadway such as SR 50. The proposed cross section
will include 5 foot wide sidewalks. The future SR 50 travel lanes will continue to be twelve feet in width. Bicycles will be accommodated on paved
shoulders or bike lanes. Any pedestrian and bicycle features along SR 50 should also provide a direct connection to the Withlacoochee State Trail,
which crosses over SR 50 on structure near Kettering Road. There is also a trailhead on Kettering Road approximately 400 feet south of SR 50.

Summary of Public Comments not available at this time
Justification:
There are no Public Comments available at this time. A Public Hearing will be held as part of the PD&E Study.

Consistency
Consistent with Air Quality Conformity.-
Consistency information for Coastal Zone Management Program is not available.-
Not consistent with Local Government Comp Plan.-
Consistent with MPO Goals and Objectives.-
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Potential Lead Agencies
FL Department of Transportation-

Exempted Agencies
Agency Name Justification Date
National Park Service No NPS resources are present. 08/22/2011

Federal Rail Administration No railroads are located within this project. 08/22/2011

Federal Highway Administration I-75 interchange is exempted out of this project. 08/22/2011

Federal Transit Administration FTA has requested to be exempt from reviewing any non-transit projects. 08/22/2011

US Forest Service No USFS resources present. 08/22/2011

Project Attachments
Date Type Size Link / Description
09/12/2011 Photo 4.14 MB http://etdmpub.fla-etat.org/est/servlet/blobViewer?blobID=11518

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to US 301: Project Area Photo
09/12/2011 Photo 2.69 MB http://etdmpub.fla-etat.org/est/servlet/blobViewer?blobID=11517

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to US 301: Project Area Photo
09/12/2011 Photo 4.16 MB http://etdmpub.fla-etat.org/est/servlet/blobViewer?blobID=11516

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to US 301: Project Area Photo
09/12/2011 Photo 3.84 MB http://etdmpub.fla-etat.org/est/servlet/blobViewer?blobID=11515

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to US 301: Project Area Photo
08/22/2011 Ancillary Project

Documentation
363 KB http://etdmpub.fla-etat.org/est/servlet/blobViewer?blobID=11382

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to US 301: Project Location Map

Alternative #1
Alternative Description
From: Lockhart Road To: US 301
Type: Widening Status: ETDM QA/QC
Total Length: 7.02 mi. Cost: $19,500,000.00
Modes: Roadway Bicycle Pedestrian SIS: N

Segment Description(s)
Location and Length

Segment No. Name Beginning
Location

Ending Location Length (mi.) Roadway Id BMP EMP

S-001 SR 50 (Cortez
Boulevard)

Lockhart Road West of I-75 0.97

S-002 SR 50 (Cortez
Boulevard)

East of I-75 US 301 4.51

S-003 US 98 SR 50 South of SR 50 0.58
S-004 US 301 South of SR 50 North of SR 50 0.96

Jurisdiction and Class
Segment No. Jurisdiction Urban Service Area Functional Class
S-001 FDOT Out RURAL: Principal Arterial - Other
S-002 FDOT Out RURAL: Principal Arterial - Other
S-003 FDOT Out RURAL: Principal Arterial - Other
S-004 FDOT Out RURAL: Principal Arterial - Other

Base Conditions
Segment No. Year AADT Lanes Config
S-001 2011 4 Lanes Undivided
S-002 2011 4 Lanes Divided
S-003 2011 2 Lanes Undivided
S-004 2011 2 Lanes Undivided

Interim Plan
Segment No. Year AADT Lanes Config
S-001
S-002
S-003
S-004

Needs Plan
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No Data Available
 

Segment No. Year AADT Lanes Config
S-001 2035 6 Lanes Divided
S-002 2035 6 Lanes Divided
S-003 2035 4 Lanes Divided
S-004 2035 4 Lanes Divided

Cost Feasible Plan
Segment No. Year AADT Lanes Config
S-001 2035
S-002 2035
S-003 2035
S-004 2035

Funding Sources
Segment No. FDOT Unknown
S-001 $2,335,285.00
S-002 $2,335,285.00
S-003 $2,335,285.00
S-004 $2,335,285.00

Eliminated Alternatives
No eliminated alternatives present.

Community-Desired Features

Purpose and Need Reviews
FL Department of Environmental Protection

Acknowledgment: Understood

Review Date: 05/25/2004

Comments: No purpose and need comments were found.

FL Department of State

Acknowledgment: Understood

Review Date: 05/24/2004

Comments: No purpose and need comments were found.

Federal Highway Administration

Acknowledgment: Not Accepted

Review Date: 05/18/2004

Comments: Purpose and Need - The purpose and need for frontage roads on what is planned as a six-lane divided arterial in a rural
area is not supported by information related to capacity needs existing and future levels of service and safety crash data
or turn conflicts. This information should be included in the Project Description Report to support the need for the project
in this location. The area appears to be mostly undeveloped with a small amount of commercial and industrial use near I-
75. It is not clear why frontage roads costing several million dollars not including future maintenance costs are preferable
to access management techniques particularly if the area is intended to be developed as a Planned Development as
indicated on the Future Land Use Map of the Comprehensive Plan.

Project Description/Purpose & Need - The information provided in the Project Description Report is not sufficient and
appears to include inaccurate or inconsistent information. The estimated cost and funding source for the project is not
identified. Cost is an important consideration if this project is to be included as part of the Cost Feasible Long Range
Transportation Plan. Although the Hernando LRTP appears to include this project with funding provided by the County
1.5 million this information is not included in the Project Description Report. Instead the Project Description Report says
the project is consistent with the Hernando LRTP but then in the last two sections identifies it as an unfounded project in
the Needs Plan.

Project Alternatives/Secondary & Cumulative Effects - This road section is also included in the LRTP as two State
projects for an additional two lanes on SR50 with a project cost totaling almost 6 million. The cumulative effects of these
two projects should be assessed to determine the extent of excess capacity created beyond capacity needs for the
planning timeframe from these two projects and the overall impact of the two improvements. Project alternatives should
be included in the scope for both projects to assess a range of build/no build scenarios using various land use and
access management strategies.

Dispute Support: Dispute Information:
"Dispute Support" options were not available at the time of the review.
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Federal Transit Administration

Acknowledgment: Accepted

Review Date: 05/10/2004

Comments: No purpose and need comments were found.

US Fish and Wildlife Service

Acknowledgment: Understood

Review Date: 05/19/2004

Comments: No purpose and need comments were found.

Missing Agency Purpose and Need Reviews

Not Available. Contact the ETDM Help Desk for assistance.-
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The following tables show results of standard data analyses that compare the locations of the project alternatives with locations of various environmental resources, as recorded in the ETDM Geographic
Information System database. This report provides results for various resources within 500 feet from the center of the planned corridor. Results for additional types of resources and buffer distances may
be viewed on the ETDM Environmental Screening Tool web site, or may be requested from the project contact as indicated on the Advance Notification cover letter. Public access to the ETDM
Environmental Screening Tool is provided by the Florida Department of Transportation at the following web address: http://etdmpub.fla-etat.org 

Alternative #1 Summary

Environmental Information

Coastal Zone Consistency Review Is Required?
NO

Potential Navigable Waterway Crossing Features Found?
NO

Alternative #1 Summary
0 ft. 500 ft. 1320 ft.

Analysis Type Date Run Count Count Acres Count Acres
Land Uses

District 7 Generalized Landuse Not Analyzed Not Analyzed Not Analyzed Not Analyzed
Wetlands

National Wetlands Inventory 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 13 24.33 Not Analyzed

SWFWMD Wetlands 2008 Not Analyzed Not Analyzed Not Analyzed Not Analyzed

SWFWMD Wetlands 2009 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 14 25.13 Not Analyzed
Floodplains

DFIRM Flood Hazard Zones 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps 1996 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 17 881.25 Not Analyzed
Wildlife and Habitat

2003 FFWCC Habitat and Landcover GRID 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed N/A 881.25 Not Analyzed

2008 SWFWMD FL Land Use and Land Cover Not Analyzed Not Analyzed Not Analyzed Not Analyzed

2009 SWFWMD FL Land Use and Land Cover 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 74 881.25 Not Analyzed

Florida Managed Areas 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 3 39.51 Not Analyzed

Florida Natural Areas Inventory Managed Lands Not Analyzed Not Analyzed Not Analyzed Not Analyzed

Strategic Habitat and Conservation Areas 2000 Not Analyzed Not Analyzed Not Analyzed Not Analyzed
Outstanding Florida Waters

Other Outstanding Florida Waters 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 1 26.34 Not Analyzed
Aquatic Preserves

List of Aquatic Preserves 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed
Cultural Resources

Field Survey Project Boundaries 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 12 1270.1 Not Analyzed

Florida Site File Cemeteries 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

Florida Site File Historic Bridges 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

Florida Site File Historic Standing Structures 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

Resource Groups 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed
Coastal Barrier Resources

Coastal Barrier Resource System 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed
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Contamination
Brownfield Location Boundaries 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

FDEP Off Site Contamination Notices 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

National Priority List Sites 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

Solid Waste Facilities 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 4 0.0 Not Analyzed

Superfund Hazardous Waste Sites 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

Toxic Release Inventory Sites 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed
Sole Source Aquifer

Sole Source Aquifers 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed
Noise Sensitive Facilities

Geocoded Health Care Facilities 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 1 0.0 Not Analyzed

Geocoded Laser Facilities 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

Geocoded Schools 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed
Essential Fish Habitat Potential

Environmentally Sensitive Shorelines 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

Florida Artificial Reefs 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

Florida Reef Locations and Names 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

Florida Sea Grass Bed Scar Damage 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

Mangroves 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

Seagrass Beds (Showing Continuous/Discontinuous) 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

Submerged Lands Act 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed
Farmlands

Generalized Agricultural Land Use 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 12 206.11 Not Analyzed

Prime Farm Land 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed
Communities

2000 Census Block Data 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 48 881.25 Not Analyzed

2000 Census data Block Groups - Indicators 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 7 881.25 Not Analyzed

County Demographics - 2000 Census 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 1 881.25 Not Analyzed
Recreation Areas

Existing Recreational Trails 2005 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 7 0.0 Not Analyzed

Florida State Parks 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 0 0.0 Not Analyzed

Geocoded Parks 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 2 0.0 Not Analyzed

Parcel Derived Parks 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed 4 20.33 Not Analyzed
Wild and Scenic Rivers

Wild and Scenic Rivers 08/22/2011 Not Analyzed Not Analyzed 0 0.0
Navigable Waterway Crossing?

Potential Navigable Waterway Crossings 08/22/2011 0 Not Analyzed Not Analyzed
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National Wetlands Inventory
Wetland areas from the National Wetlands Inventory summarized by wetland system type.
Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary

100 Ft. 200 Ft. 500 Ft.
System Acr Pct Acr Pct Acr Pct
LACUSTRINE 0 0 0 0 2.6 0.29%
PALUSTRINE 0.1 0.08% 3.1 0.88% 19.5 2.21%
RIVERINE 0.4 0.23% 0.8 0.23% 2.3 0.26%

FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps 1996
FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps 1996 summarized by zone. See metadata for descriptions of zones.
Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary

100 Ft. 200 Ft. 500 Ft. 5280 Ft.
Zone Acr Pct Acr Pct Acr Pct Acr Pct
A 8.8 5.11% 28.5 8.23% 89.9 10.2% 1620.2 14.29%
AE 2.3 1.36% 10.1 2.92% 55.1 6.25% 1229.5 10.84%
X 154.6 90.02% 291.0 84.18% 686.7 77.92% 8038.8 70.88%
X500 6.0 3.5% 16.2 4.68% 49.6 5.63% 452.7 3.99%
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2003 FFWCC Habitat and Landcover GRID
2003 Habitat and Landcover Grid from the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission summarized by type. Data is currently not displayed in maps.
Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary

100 Ft. 200 Ft. 500 Ft. 5280 Ft.
Description Acr Pct Acr Pct Acr Pct Acr Pct
BARE SOIL - CLEARCUT 3.5 2.05% 8.4 2.43% 14.9 1.69% 117.2 1.03%
CITRUS 0.4 0.26% 0.7 0.19% 2.0 0.23% 6.7 0.06%
CYPRESS SWAMP 0 0 0 0 2.2 0.25% 88.7 0.78%
DRY PRAIRIES 0.7 0.38% 1.6 0.45% 11.1 1.26% 217.0 1.91%
FRESHWATER MARSH AND WET PRAIRIE 0.2 0.13% 0.7 0.19% 2.4 0.28% 117.6 1.04%
GRASSLAND 0 0 1.6 0.45% 1.6 0.18% 3.3 0.03%
HARDWOOD HAMMOCKS AND FORESTS 0 0 6.4 1.85% 47.9 5.44% 567.0 5.00%
HARDWOOD SWAMP 0 0 0 0 3.3 0.38% 92.1 0.81%
HIGH IMPACT URBAN 142.3 82.84% 216.1 62.49% 331.8 37.65% 2322.9 20.48%
IMPROVED PASTURE 5.7 3.33% 37.3 10.80% 164.4 18.66% 2256.8 19.90%
LOW IMPACT URBAN 4.4 2.56% 8.4 2.43% 16.2 1.84% 341.8 3.01%
MIXED HARDWOOD-PINE FORESTS 0.7 0.38% 11.9 3.45% 77.0 8.74% 1243.5 10.96%
MIXED WETLAND FOREST 0 0 0 0 5.6 0.63% 167.0 1.47%
OPEN WATER 0 0 0.2 0.06% 4.4 0.50% 497.0 4.38%
OTHER AGRICULTURE 0 0 0.4 0.13% 1.3 0.15% 106.7 0.94%
PINELANDS 0.2 0.13% 3.3 0.96% 27.7 3.15% 935.1 8.24%
ROW - FIELD CROPS 0.4 0.26% 1.6 0.45% 3.1 0.35% 29.8 0.26%
SANDHILL 7.0 4.10% 29.6 8.56% 104.3 11.84% 1419.4 12.52%
SHRUB AND BRUSHLAND 5.9 3.46% 15.9 4.60% 49.7 5.64% 640.4 5.65%
SHRUB SWAMP 0.2 0.13% 1.1 0.32% 7.6 0.86% 150.1 1.32%
UNIMPROVED - WOODLAND PASTURE 0 0 0.7 0.19% 2.7 0.30% 21.1 0.19%
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2009 SWFWMD FL Land Use and Land Cover

Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary

100 Ft. 200 Ft. 500 Ft. 1320 Ft.
Land Use Classification Acr Pct Acr Pct Acr Pct Acr Pct
COMMERCIAL AND SERVICES 10.6 6.18% 22.3 6.45% 49.1 5.57% 90.2 3.68%
CROPLAND AND PASTURELAND 21.8 12.69% 59.9 17.32% 186.6 21.18% 547.8 22.37%
CYPRESS 0.1 0.04% 2.5 0.72% 8.8 0.99% 32.5 1.33%
DISTURBED LAND 0 0 0 0 2.3 0.27% 3.3 0.13%
EMERGENT AQUATIC VEGETATION 0 0 0 0 5.7 0.65% 15.7 0.64%
FRESHWATER MARSHES 0.0 0.02% 0.8 0.22% 4.6 0.52% 20.4 0.83%
GOLF COURSES 2.7 1.59% 5.7 1.65% 10.7 1.21% 21.7 0.89%
HARDWOOD CONIFER MIXED 7.5 4.39% 31.6 9.13% 113.9 12.92% 323.4 13.21%
INDUSTRIAL 7.6 4.44% 14.5 4.19% 28.6 3.25% 44.4 1.81%
INSTITUTIONAL 0.9 0.52% 1.6 0.45% 2.4 0.28% 2.4 0.1%
INTERMITTENT PONDS 0 0 1.6 0.47% 4.5 0.51% 4.5 0.18%
LONGLEAF PINE - XERIC OAK 1.5 0.89% 4.3 1.23% 13.4 1.52% 66.9 2.73%
OPEN LAND 4.0 2.3% 13.7 3.97% 37.8 4.29% 46.7 1.91%
OTHER OPEN LANDS (RURAL) 6.5 3.77% 26.7 7.72% 93.7 10.63% 276.8 11.31%
RESERVOIRS 0 0 0.0 0% 2.8 0.32% 8.1 0.33%
RESIDENTIAL HIGH DENSITY 1.0 0.58% 1.9 0.55% 15.3 1.74% 56.7 2.32%
RESIDENTIAL LOW DENSITY (LESS THAN 2 DWELLING UNITS) 17.9 10.41% 48.6 14.05% 163.2 18.52% 561.4 22.93%
RESIDENTIAL MED DENSITY (2-5 DWELLING UNITS) 0 0 0 0 8.0 0.91% 82.3 3.36%
STREAM AND LAKE SWAMPS (BOTTOMLAND) 0 0 0 0 1.1 0.12% 9.1 0.37%
STREAMS AND WATERWAYS 0.7 0.39% 1.3 0.39% 2.8 0.31% 12.9 0.53%
TRANSPORTATION 88.9 51.79% 106.2 30.7% 114.4 12.98% 124.9 5.1%
TREE PLANTATIONS 0 0 2.7 0.77% 11.1 1.26% 63.4 2.59%
WET PRAIRIES 0 0 0.0 0.01% 0.5 0.06% 4.5 0.18%

Florida Managed Areas

Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary

Name 100 Ft. 200 Ft. 500 Ft. 5280 Ft.
WITHLACOOCHEE STATE TRAIL
CYPRESS LAKES PRESERVE
WITHLACOOCHEE STATE FOREST
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Other Outstanding Florida Waters

Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary

Name 100 Ft. 200 Ft. 500 Ft. 5280 Ft.
WITHLACOOCHEE RIVER SYSTEM
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Field Survey Project Boundaries

Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary

Title Publication Date Manuscript Number 100 Ft. 200 Ft. 500 Ft. 1320 Ft. 5280 Ft.
CULTURAL RESOURCE
RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY
OF THE WITHLACOOCHEE
AND VAN FLEET STATE
TRAILS

1994 4068

CULTURAL RESOURCE
ASSESSMENT SURVEY OF 12
PROPOSED POND SITES, SR
50 (US 98) FROM CROOM
ROAD TO EAST OF SR 70 IN
HERNANDO COUNTY; SPN
08070-1502; WPA 7112126

1995 4103

EXCERPTS FROM THE
HERNANDO COUNTY
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN,
HISTORICAL AND
ARCHAEOLOGICAL ELEMENT

1990 2785

ARCHAEOLOGICAL
ASSESSMENT OF SR 50/50A
IN HERNANDO COUNTY
INCLUDING NATIONAL
REGISTER OF HISTORIC
PLACES DETERMINATION OF
ELIGIBILITY FOR 8HE00241,
THE COLORADO SITE.

1989 1928

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND
HISTORICAL SURVEY OF THE
PROPOSED HOFFLAND
RIDGE MANOR TOWER
LOCATION IN HERNANDO
COUNTY, FLORIDA

2001 8084

GARI FIELD STUDY,
WITHLACOOCHEE STATE
FOREST, ARCHAEOLOGICAL
MODELING STUDY FOR
CITRUS, HERNANDO,
SUMTER, AND PASCO
COUNTIES

1998 6547

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND
HISTORICAL
INVESTIGATIONS WITHIN
THE P.K. SMITH TRACT OF
THE WITHLACOOCHEE
STATE FOREST, HERNANDO
COUNTY, FLORIDA

2002 8456

A CULTURAL RESOURCE
ASSESSMENT OF THE

2002 8825
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Field Survey Project Boundaries

Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary

Title Publication Date Manuscript Number 100 Ft. 200 Ft. 500 Ft. 1320 Ft. 5280 Ft.
PROPOSED DEADHEAD
LOGGING OPPERATION OF A
SECTION OF THE
WITHLACOOCHEE RIVER,
PASCO AND HERNANDO
COUNTIES, FLORIDA
AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND
HISTORICAL SURVEY OF THE
SUNRISE DRI PROJECT AREA
IN HERNANDO COUNTY,
FLORIDA

2005 11170

CULTURAL RESOURCES
SURVEY OF THE PROPOSED
ONE HERNANDO CENTER
DEVELOPMENT, HERNANDO
COUNTY, FLORIDA

2007 13876

PHASE I CULTURAL
RESOURCES ASSESSMENT
SURVEY OF THE CYPRESS
LAKES PRESERVE
TRAILHEAD, HERNANDO
COUNTY, FLORIDA

2009 16806

CULTURAL RESOURCE
ASSESSMENT SURVEY
TECHNICAL MEMORANDUM
STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT (SMF)
ALTERNATIVES, I-75 (SR 93)
FROM THE
PASCO/HERNANDO COUNTY
LINE TO NORTH OF SR 50,
HERNANDO COUNTY,
FLORIDA

2010 18009

Solid Waste Facilities

Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary

Facility Name 100 Ft. 200 Ft. 500 Ft. 1320 Ft. 5280 Ft.
EAST HERNANDO TRANSFER STATION
EAST HERNANDO TRANSFER STATION
RIDGE MANOR DISPOSAL SERVICE LF
RIDGE MANOR DISPOSAL SERVICE LF
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Geocoded Health Care Facilities

Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary

Type Name 100 Ft. 200 Ft. 500 Ft. 1320 Ft. 5280 Ft.
MEDICAL DOCTOR RIDGE MANOR MEDICAL CLINIC

2000 Census Block Data
2000 US Census Bureau data by block. Detailed information is for each of the entire blocks that intersect an analysis area.
Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary
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Totals 2497 1077 2413 26 20 3 82 18 1221 1276 0

2000 Census data Block Groups - Indicators

Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary

Speak English
"Not At All"

Housing Units
With No Vehicle
Available

Housing Units
With 1 Vehicle
Available

Housing Units
With 2 Vehicles
Available

Housing Units
With 3 Vehicles
Available

Housing Units
With 4 vehicles
Available

Housing Units
With 5 or More
Vehicles Available

Totals 8 166 1511 1610 478 103 90
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County Demographics - 2000 Census
2000 Census General Demographic Profile by County.
Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary

Description

# Male #
Female

Median
Age

#
White

#
Black
or
African
Americ
an

#
Americ
an
Indian,
Eskim
o, or
Aleut

#
Asian

#
Native
Hawaii
an and
Other
Pacific
Islande
r

#
Some
Other
Race

#
Hispan
ic or
Latino
(of any
race).

Total
Numbe
r of
House
holds

Averag
e
House
hold
Size

50
0
Ft
.

13
20
Ft
.

52
80
Ft
.

130802 62130 68672 49.5 121453 5330 391 840 29 1285 6587 55425 2.32

Existing Recreational Trails 2005

Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary

Trail Name 100 Ft. 200 Ft. 500 Ft. 1320 Ft. 5280 Ft.
FLORIDA TRAIL 717.853 1676.9408 2793.5454 4941.2763 11695.0555
FLORIDA TRAIL CONNECTOR 207.748 414.7626 1573.0869 5327.2989 12795.2478
SR 50 2694.4835 2798.2565 3100.6942 3921.3168 7897.3797
US 301 2598.2306 2698.5509 2998.5089 3818.3146 7778.9221
WITHLACOOCHEE RIVER (SOUTH) STATE RECREATIONAL CANOE
TRAIL

207.1964 421.2344 1035.411 5459.7132 30700.1161

WITHLACOOCHEE STATE TRAIL 236.1475 472.2351 1182.9612 3168.3744 17967.1706

Geocoded Parks

Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary

Name Description 100 Ft. 200 Ft. 500 Ft. 1320 Ft. 5280 Ft.
WITHLACOOCHEE TRAIL STATE PARK WITHLACOOCHEE TRAIL STATE PARK
RIDGE MANOR CAMPGROUND RIDGE MANOR CAMPGROUND

Page 19 of 27 Advance Notification Package for ETDM Project #3391: SR 50 (Cortez Bou... Printed on: 9/20/2011



 

Parcel Derived Parks

Alternative #1, analyzed on 8/22/2011.

metadata

summary

Name Use type 100 Ft. 200 Ft. 500 Ft. 1320 Ft. 5280 Ft.
TIITF/DEPT REC &amp; PARKS FOREST, PARK, AND RECREATIONAL

AREAS
TIITF/FORESTRY/PK RANCH #2, FOREST, PARK, AND RECREATIONAL

AREAS
TIITF/FORESTRY FOREST, PARK, AND RECREATIONAL

AREAS
TIITF/DEPT REC &amp; PARKS FOREST, PARK, AND RECREATIONAL

AREAS
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Permits Required
Permit Name Type Review Date
FDEP NPDES General Permit Other 08/22/11
Dredge and Fill Permit USACE 08/22/11
Environmental Resource Permit State 08/22/11

Technical Studies Required
Technical Study Name Type Review Date
Noise Study Report ENVIRONMENTAL 08/22/11
Contamination Screening Evaluation Report ENVIRONMENTAL 08/22/11
Wetlands Evaluation Report ENVIRONMENTAL 08/22/11
Traffic Analysis ENGINEERING 08/22/11
State Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) ENVIRONMENTAL 08/22/11
Project Development Summary Report (PDSR) ENGINEERING 09/12/11
Endangered Species Biological Assessment Technical Memorandum ENVIRONMENTAL 08/22/11
Cultural Resource Assessment Survey ENVIRONMENTAL 08/22/11

General Project Commitments
Date Description
08/17/2004 SR 50 Frontage Roads from Lockhart Road to Kettering Road Hernando County Response to FHWA: Based on FDOT s recent

discussions with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), we offer the following in response to comments received during
the ETAT review: The proposed frontage roads are not subject to a typical needs evaluation as would be a capacity
improvement on an arterial such as SR 50. The authority for enactment and application of these frontage roads is found in the
Hernando County Frontage Road Ordinance, which was adopted in 1986. The language contained in the County s ordinance
under General Requirements reads Developers of properties adjacent to the major arterial highway grid must provide at the
developer s expense a frontage road from property line to property line parallel to the arterial highway upon demonstration of
need and demand by the County . The need and demand, therefore, has already been determined by Hernando County. There
are segments of frontage roads currently in place along corridors which are experiencing substantial growth and development
activities, such as is the case on SR 50. The County s intent, however, is to provide a system of continuous frontage roads
where practical so that the adjacent arterial roadway can operate at maximum efficiency and access to adjacent land uses is
safe and convenient. Since the entire frontage road system does not currently exist within the proposed project limits, there is no
existing level of service information to provide. FDOT will provide level of service information and accident data for SR 50, within
the proposed project limits, to the County as they pursue project development. In regard to future demand and future level of
service, the Hernando MPO estimated the two-lane two-way frontage roads could carry 8,000 AADT by the year 2025. As an
access management technique, these frontage roads will serve development that is currently in place and/or approved adjacent
to SR 50 within the project limits. Another potential benefit provided by the proposed frontage roads is the segregation of through
and local traffic, thereby protecting the through travel lanes from encroachment, conflicts and delays, while also reducing the
frequency and severity of accidents. Since SR 50 in this area is designated as part of the Florida Intrastate Highway System
(FIHS), these considerations are very important. Even though frontage roads do not increase capacity on the arterial roadway
per se, we can conclude that the operation and carrying capacity on the arterial is maximized by removing friction/conflict points
as stated above. A continuous system of fully developed frontage roads, similar to what is envisioned by Hernando County, can
provide local traffic circulation adjacent to developments and not on SR 50, thereby enhancing safety and accessibility. Another
benefit that may be realized from implementation of the proposed frontage roads is they should safely accommodate bicycles
and pedestrians. This provides another choice to integrate the non-motorized component into the overall transportation system
and improve mobility in general. The estimated project cost and funding source, as indicated in the Hernando MPO s 2025 Cost
Feasible Long Range Transportation Plan, will be added to the Project Description and Purpose and Need Statement. The
proposed frontage roads will be funded by developers/County. The funding source was not included when proposed projects
were entered into the Planning Screen; however, FDOT did not intend to indicate the project was an unfunded need. This
additional information will eliminate the apparent inaccuracy and inconsistency identified by FHWA. Future maintenance costs
for the proposed frontage roads are also addressed in the Frontage Road Ordinance, and will be accomplished by the
developer/property owner subject to County maintenance standards. According to the Ordinance the property owner, upon
whose property the frontage road is constructed, has the option to contract with the County to provide for maintenance or
dedicate the roadway and right-of-way to the County for inclusion into the County s roadway maintenance system. Your agency
also submitted comments regarding project alternatives/secondary and cumulative effects. Transportation improvement needs
are identified in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and in response to the development allowed in the local
government Comprehensive Plans, of which, the Future Land Use Plan is an element. This project is identified in the Hernando
County MPO s LRTP. Therefore, the proposed project would appear to have little influence, if any, on the rate of development in
the area. The current and future development will continue to occur, if it is financially viable and consistent with the approved
development thresholds in the local Comprehensive Plan and applicable federal and state laws. As a result, indirect, secondary,
and cumulative impacts associated with the project implementation are recognized when developing Future Land Use Plans.
Given the projected future growth and land use designations, the implementation of the proposed SR 50 project is not expected
to substantially alter development patterns along the project.

Screening Summary Overview
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Evaluation of Direct Effects
 Natural  Cultural  Community

Legend

N/A N/A / No Involvement

1 Enhanced

2 Minimal to None (before 12/5/2005)

3 Moderate

4 Substantial

5 Potential Dispute (Planning)
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ETAT Review Period: 03/26/2004 - 05/25/2004. Published: 06/23/2005
 Alternative #1
 From Lockart Road to Kettering Road 2 2 2 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 2 2 3 2

Agency Comments and Summary Degrees of Effect
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1. Alternative #11.1. Project Effects Overview

Detailed Information on the Public Access Website: http://etdmpub.fla-etat.org/est/index.jsp?startPageId=487&milestoneId=472

 

1.2. Summary Degrees of Effect

Natural
 

Alternative #1 - Project Effects Overview
Issue Degree of Effect Organization Date Reviewed

Natural

Air Quality No reviews recorded.

Coastal and Marine No reviews recorded.

Contaminated Sites No reviews recorded.

Farmlands No reviews recorded.

Floodplains No reviews recorded.

Infrastructure No reviews recorded.

Navigation No reviews recorded.

Special Designations No reviews recorded.

Water Quality and Quantity 2 Minimal to None FL Department of Environmental Protection 05/25/2004

Water Quality and Quantity 2 Minimal to None Federal Highway Administration 05/18/2004

Wetlands 2 Minimal to None National Marine Fisheries Service 08/09/2004

Wetlands 2 Minimal to None US Fish and Wildlife Service 05/19/2004

Wildlife and Habitat 2 Minimal to None FL Department of Transportation 05/25/2004

Wildlife and Habitat 2 Minimal to None US Fish and Wildlife Service 05/19/2004

Cultural

Historic and Archaeological Sites 2 Minimal to None FL Department of State 05/24/2004

Recreation Areas No reviews recorded.

Section 4(f) Potential 2 Minimal to None FL Department of Environmental Protection 05/25/2004

Community

Aesthetics No reviews recorded.

Economic No reviews recorded.

Land Use 2 Minimal to None FL Department of Community Affairs 05/25/2004

Mobility 2 Minimal to None Federal Transit Administration 05/10/2004

Relocation No reviews recorded.

Social 2 Minimal to None Federal Highway Administration 05/18/2004

Secondary and Cumulative

Secondary and Cumulative
Effects

No reviews recorded.

Coordinator Summary: Air Quality Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: The project is located in an area that has been designated as attainment for all air quality standards under the criteria provided in the
Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. Based on this designation, compliance with the Transportation Conformity Rule (40 CFR Part 93, Subpart T) does
not apply to this project. Therefore, FDOT recommends a Degree of Effect of Minimal to None for Air Quality.

Coordinator Summary: Coastal and Marine Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: There is no coastal and marine involvement with this project; therefore, the FDOT recommends a Degree of Effect of Minimal to None.
The FDOT did not receive comments from the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (DEP), but expects comments from the DEP in project
development concerning Coastal Zone Consistency Compliance.

Coordinator Summary: Contaminated Sites Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: There is one potential hazardous waste site within the 100-ft. project buffer area. The FDOT recommends the County evaluate potential
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Cultural
 

soil contamination issues in project development. Therefore, FDOT recommends a Degree of Effect of Minimal to None for Contamination.

Coordinator Summary: Farmlands Issue

3 Moderate assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: The U.S. Department of Agriculture did not provide comments. The existing land is 21.3% agricultural area within the 200-ft. buffer area of
the project. There are no prime and unique farmlands. According to the Farmland Protection Policy Act of 1984, a farmland evaluation will need to be
conducted and Form AD-1006 will need to be submitted to the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) when evaluating the Class of Action
Determination for this project. Due to the large amount of farmland area, the FDOT recommends a Degree of Effect of Moderate for Farmlands.

Coordinator Summary: Floodplains Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: There is no potential impact to floodplains; therefore, FDOT recommends a Degree of Effect of Minimal to None.

Coordinator Summary: Infrastructure Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: There is one potential hazardous waste site within the 100-ft. project buffer area. The FDOT recommends the County evaluate potential
soil contamination issues in project development. The Florida Geographic Data Library (FGDL) does not identify any infrastructure facilities in this
corridor; therefore, the FDOT recommends a Degree of Effect of Minimal to None for infrastructure. The FDOT, however, recommends the County
research any other facilities (i.e. utilities) that might be considered as infrastructure in project development.

Coordinator Summary: Navigation Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: There are no navigational waterways, crossings, or structures within the proposed project area. The FDOT recommends a Degree of
Effect of Minimal to None for Navigation.

Coordinator Summary: Special Designations Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: There are no special designations within the immediate proposed project area. The FDOT recommends a Degree of Effect of Minimal to
None.

Coordinator Summary: Water Quality and Quantity Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: Because the constructed project will provide stormwater treatment for the new impervious surface, the FDOT concurs with Federal
Highway Administration and Federal Department of Environmental Protection on a Degree of Effect of Minimal to None. Potential impacts to focal
species in upland areas along the project corridor should be identified by the County in project development.

Coordinator Summary: Wetlands Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: There is no potential impact to wetland areas; therefore, FDOT concurs with the US Fish and Wildlife Service and recommends a Degree
of Effect of Minimal to None.

Coordinator Summary: Wildlife and Habitat Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: The FDOT concurs with comments from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the Degree of Effect of Minimal to None. The FDOT
recommends revisiting the effects of the project on the Federally threatened and endangered species and their support habitats during project
development. If it is determined that a technical report is needed, the FDOT recommends the report be completed prior to commencing project
development. If significant time elapses between Planning and project development, the FDOT recognizes additional site surveys may be required.

Coordinator Summary: Historic and Archaeological Sites Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: Historic and archeological site HE00295 (Mill of unspecified function) will be further evaluated to determine if the proposed project may
affect the site, and if the site is a potentially eligible resource. The FDOT concurs with comments from Florida Department of State and the Degree of
Effect of Minimal to None.

Coordinator Summary: Recreation Areas Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: There is no potential impact to recreation areas; therefore, FDOT recommends a Degree of Effect of Minimal to None.
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Community
 

Coordinator Summary: Section 4(f) Potential Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: The FDOT concurs with the Department of Environmental Protection on the Degree of Effect of Minimal to None. The Withlacoochee State
Trail and Withlacoochee River State Recreational Canoe Trail are outside of the project area, but within the one mile buffer area. The FDOT
recommends the County develop avoidance alternatives and/or measures to minimize harm to access points and entrances if impacted.

Historic and archeological site HE00295 (Mill of unspecified function) will be further evaluated to determine if the proposed project may affect the site,
and if the site is a potentially eligible resource. If eligible, a Section 106 Consultation may need to be conducted to assess the impacts to this resource.

Coordinator Summary: Aesthetics Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: The FDOT recognizes the SR 50 transportation corridor is experiencing growth; however, a large portion of the existing land is currently
undeveloped. Among these largely undeveloped areas, there are small communities that exist throughout the SR 50 corridor. In order to preserve
community values and provide a safe and operationally efficient transportation improvement, the FDOT recommends the County consider design
alternatives during project development that are context sensitive , in order to implement a project that is in harmony with the community and preserves
and/or enhances the natural, environmental, scenic, and aesthetic values of the area. In consideration of these factors, the FDOT recommends a
Degree of Effect of Minimal to None.

Coordinator Summary: Economic Issue

3 Moderate assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: The FDOT recognizes there is a large minority population (greater than 40%) and low-income households, which are located in certain
areas within the proposed transportation corridor that potentially may be impacted by the proposed improvements. This project will be developed in
accordance with the Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended by the Civil Rights Act of 1968. Along with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, Executive Order
12898 (Environmental Justice) ensures that minority and/or low-income households are neither disproportionately or adversely impacted by major
transportation projects, nor denied reasonable access to them by excessive costs or physical barriers (Environmental Protection Agency [EPA], 1994).
The FDOT recommends the County consider design alternatives that are consistent with the desires of the communities and Executive Order 12898 in
developing the proposed project. Due to the large percentage of minority populations, the County may want to examine the need for special public
involvement/public outreach requirements during development of the proposed project. In consideration of these factors, the FDOT recommends a
Degree of Effect of Moderate.

Coordinator Summary: Land Use Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: The FDOT concurs with Florida Department of Community Affairs and recommends a Degree of Effect of Minimal to None.

Coordinator Summary: Mobility Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: The FDOT concurs with Federal Transit Administration and Federal Highway Administration and recommends a Degree of Effect of
Minimal to None.

Coordinator Summary: Relocation Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: The FDOT recognizes the US 19 transportation corridor is experiencing substantial growth; however, a large portion of the existing land is
currently transportation, open land, and agricultural use. There are neighborhoods that make up 2.1% of the area within the 200-ft. buffer. The FDOT
recommends the County considers impacts to these communities during project development and develops alternatives to avoid or minimize
relocations to any residential, commercial, business, and community center land uses. In consideration of these factors, the FDOT recommends a
Degree of Effect of Minimal to None.

Coordinator Summary: Social Issue

3 Moderate assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: There are a number of social issues associated with the project. Facilities within 100 feet of the project include two government buildings
and one petroleum tank. Potential impacts and access issues concerning these government buildings and potential soil contamination issues should be
evaluated by the County during project development.

The FDOT recognizes there is a large minority population (greater than 40%) and low-income households, which are located in certain areas within the
proposed transportation corridor that potentially may be impacted by the proposed improvements. This project will be developed in accordance with the
Civil Rights Act of 1964, as amended by the Civil Rights Act of 1968. Along with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act, Executive Order 12898 (Environmental
Justice) ensures that minority and/or low-income households are neither disproportionately or adversely impacted by major transportation projects, nor
denied reasonable access to them by excessive costs or physical barriers (Environmental Protection Agency [EPA], 1994). The FDOT recommends the
County consider design alternatives that are consistent with the desires of the communities and Executive Order 12898 in developing the proposed
project. Due to the large percentage of minority populations, the County may want to examine the need for special public involvement/public outreach
requirements during development of the proposed project. In consideration of these factors, the FDOT recommends a Degree of Effect of Moderate.
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Secondary and Cumulative
 

A hardcopy map series for this project is available on the Public ETDM Website. Please click on the link below (or copy this link into your Web Browser)
in order to view a listing of the hardcopy maps available for this project:  
 
 http://etdmpub.fla-etat.org/est/index.jsp?tpID=3391&startPageName=Hardcopy%20Maps  
 
Special Note: Please be sure that when the Hardcopy Maps page loads, the Project Milestone Date corresponding to this Advance Notification is
selected. Hardcopy map snapshots have been taken for Project #3391 at various points throughout the project's life-cycle, so it is important that you
view the correct snapshot.
 

No Data Available

 

No Data Available

 

No Data Available

 

Coordinator Summary: Secondary and Cumulative Effects Issue

2 Minimal to None assigned 12/16/2004 by FDOT District 7

Comments: Transportation improvement needs are identified in the Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) and in response to the development
allowed in the local government Comprehensive Plans, of which, the Future Land Use Plan is an element.
This project is identified in the Hernando County MPO s LRTP. Therefore, the proposed project would appear to have little influence, if any, on the rate
of development in the area. The current and future development will continue to occur, if it is financially viable and consistent with the approved
development thresholds in the local Comprehensive Plan and applicable federal and state laws. As a result, indirect, secondary, and cumulative
impacts associated with the project implementation are recognized when developing Future Land Use Plans.
Given the projected future growth and land use designations, the implementation of the proposed SR 50 project is not expected to substantially alter
development patterns along the project. In consideration of these factors, the FDOT recommends at Minimal to None as the Degree of Effect.

Resource Maps

Class of Action

Dispute Resolution Activity Log

Ancillary Documentation

Transmittal List

Official Transmittal List
Organization Name

1. Bureau of Indian Affairs * Office of Trust Responsibilities - Environmental Services Staff

2. FDOT District 7 Andrews, James

3. FDOT District 7 Gonzalez, Roberto

4. Federal Aviation Administration * Airports District Office

5. Federal Highway Administration Anderson, Linda

6. Federal Highway Administration Kendall, Cathy

7. Federal Highway Administration Sullivan, Joseph

8. Federal Highway Administration Williams, Marvin L.

9. Federal Transit Administration Smart, Brian C.

10. FIHS Central Office Powell, Dusty

11. FL Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services Hardin, Dennis

12. FL Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services Morris, Vince

13. FL Department of Community Affairs Donaldson, Gary

14. FL Department of Community Affairs Longstreet, Amie

15. FL Department of Environmental Protection Milligan, Lauren P.

16. FL Department of Environmental Protection Schatzman, Jillian
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* Hardcopy recipient

17. FL Department of Environmental Protection Stahl, Chris

18. FL Department of State Jones, Ginny L.

19. FL Department of State Kammerer, Laura

20. FL Department of State McClarnon, Daniel

21. FL Department of State McManus, Alyssa

22. FL Department of Transportation Bixby, Marjorie

23. FL Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission Sanders, Scott

24. Florida Inland Navigation District * Mr. David Roach

25. Hernando County MPO Dix, Dennis

26. Miccosukee Tribe of Indians of Florida * The Honorable Mr. Colley Billie, Chairman

27. Mississippi Band of Choctaw Indians * The Honorable Miko Mr. Beasley Denson

28. Muscogee (Creek) Nation * The Honorable Mr. A.D. Ellis, Principal Chief

29. National Marine Fisheries Service Rydene, David A.

30. National Marine Fisheries Service Sramek, Mark

31. National Park Service Barnett, Anita

32. Natural Resources Conservation Service Robbins, Rick A.

33. Poarch Band of Creek Indians * The Honorable Mr. Buford Rolin, Chairman

34. Seminole Nation of Oklahoma * The Honorable Mr. Leonard M. Harjo, Principal Chief

35. Seminole Tribe of Florida Steele, Willard S.

36. Seminole Tribe of Florida * The Honorable Mr. James E. Billie, Chairman

37. Seminole Tribe of Florida York, Elliott

38. Southwest Florida Water Management District Higginbotham, Hank

39. Southwest Florida Water Management District O'Neil, Paul W.

40. US Army Corps of Engineers Barron, Robert B.

41. US Army Corps of Engineers Fellows, John

42. US Army Corps of Engineers Lips, Garett

43. US Coast Guard Overton, Randy

44. US Coast Guard Stratton, Gene

45. US Department of Health and Human Services * National Center for Environmental Health Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention

46. US Department of Housing and Urban Development * Regional Environmental Officer

47. US Department of Interior * Bureau of Land Management, Eastern States Office

48. US Department of Interior Director, USGS-FISC

49. US Environmental Protection Agency Dominy, Madolyn

50. US Fish and Wildlife Service Monaghan, Jane

51. Withlacoochee Regional Planning Council Connolly, David

52. Withlacoochee Regional Planning Council Whittier, Vivian
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Right-of-Way Acquisition (ROW) Procedure

We understand when a transportation 
project proposes the acquisition of private 
property, you may have questions and 
concerns. To better educate and inform you 
about the right-of-way acquisition process 
and your rights, the Department has created 
real estate acquisition and relocation 
brochures. These brochures and other 
educational materials will be available at the 
public hearing. Copies of the brochures may 
also be found on our website: 
www.dot.state.fl.us/rightofway/Documents.shtm 

Non-Discrimination Laws

Public participation is solicited without 
regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, 
religion, disability or family status. Persons 
who require special accommodations under 
the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons 
who require translation services 
(free of charge) should contact: Robin 
Rhinesmith, Project Manager, at (800) 
226-7220 or (813) 975-6496 or by email at: 
robin.rhinesmith@dot.state.fl.us at least seven 
(7) days prior to the meeting. 

Para Preguntas y Informacion en Español

Valoramos la opinion del publico sobre este 
proyecto. Si usted tiene preguntas o 
comentarios o si simplemente desea mas 
informacion en Español, favor ponerse en 
contacto con el ingeniero a cargo de este 
proyecto, el senor Manuel Santos, EI, al 
telefono (813) 975-6173 o correo electronico 
manuel.santos@dot.state.fl.us.

Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) 
from Lockhart Road to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard)

Florida Department of  Transportation
11201 North McKinley Drive, MS 7-500

Tampa, FL 33612-6456

Your Comments are Important to Us

We encourage your participation in this PD&E study as we are very interested in hearing your concerns and answering your questions. 
We also encourage you to speak with the Department Project Manager at your convenience. 

Written comments may be sent to:
      Ming Gao, P.E.
      Intermodal Systems Development Manager
      Florida Department of Transportation, District Seven
      11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-500
      Tampa, FL 33612-6456

 If you wish to discuss any issues related to this project, schedule a group meeting, or add your name to the mailing list, please contact: 
Robin Rhinesmith, Project Manager, by calling: (800) 226-7220 or (813) 975-6496 or by email to: robin.rhinesmith@dot.state.fl.us

East Hernando Branch Library    Florida Department of Transportation, District Seven
6457 Windmere Road    Intermodal Systems Development
Brooksville, FL 34602    11201 N. McKinley Drive
Hours of Operation:     Tampa, FL 33612-6456
Tuesday to Thursday: 10:00 am - 7:00 pm   Hours of Operation: 
Friday & Saturday: 10:00 am - 5:00 pm   Monday to Friday: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

Dear Property Owner or Interested Citizen:

You are invited to attend and participate in a public hearing held by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Seven, 
regarding the proposed improvements to SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from Lockhart Road to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard) in Hernando 
County. This hearing is an opportunity for you to provide comments concerning the location and conceptual design of the proposed 
improvements to SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) within the project limits. In accordance with Section 335.188, Florida Statutes, this public hearing 
is also being held to provide the opportunity for public comment on the proposed access management reclassification for SR 50 (Cortez 
Boulevard) from Kettering Road to east of US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard) from Access Class 4 to Access Class 3 due to proposed changes 
from a non-restrictive to a restrictive median. Proposed improvements include widening SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from the existing two and 
four-lane rural roadway to a four and six-lane divided arterial with pedestrian and bicycle facilities on both sides of the road.

 Following the formal portion of the hearing, the informal open house will resume and continue until 7:00 pm. You may also mail your 
comments to the address preprinted on the back of the comment form. All comments must be postmarked by Monday, October 8, 2012, 
to become part of the official public hearing record. 

This newsletter serves as notice to property owners (pursuant to Florida Statutes 339.155) that all or a portion of their property is within 
300 feet of the centerline of the Recommended Build Alternative. However, this does not mean that all properties will be directly affected.

Maps, drawings, and other related information describing the project’s recommended alignment and proposed improvements will be 
available for public review from Thursday, September 6, 2012, to Monday, October 8, 2012, at the following locations: 

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status. Persons who 
require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who require translation services (free of charge) 
should contact: Robin Rhinesmith, Project Manager, at (800) 226-7220; (813) 975-6496 or email robin.rhinesmith@dot.state.fl.us at 
least seven (7) days prior to the meeting. 

Sincerely,

Ming Gao, P.E.
Intermodal Systems Development Manager

Financial Project Identification (FPID) Number: 416732-2
ETDM Number: 3391
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PUBLIC HEARING
Thursday, September 27, 2012

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Ridge Manor 

Community Center 
34240 Cortez Boulevard

Dade City, FL 33523

Project Manager    ROW Representative
Robin Rhinesmith, Project Manager    Ronald Crew, Assistant ROW Manager  
Environmental Management    Acquisition & Relocation    
(813) 975-6496; (800) 226-7220   (800) 226-7220; (813) 975-6533  
Email: robin.rhinesmith@dot.state.fl.us   Email: ronald.crew@dot.state.fl.us  

FDOT Project Contact Information

PUBLIC HEARING FORMAT: 

Informal Session 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm: Beginning at 5:00 pm, Department representatives will be available to answer questions
and discuss the project informally. Exhibits showing the proposed improvements and other project related materials will be on display. 
A court reporter will be available to receive your comments in a one-on-one setting. 

Formal Session 6:00 pm: At 6:00 pm, Department representatives will begin the formal portion of the hearing, which will provide 
an opportunity to make formal oral public comments.

PUBLIC HEARING FORMAT: 

Informal Session 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm: Beginning at 5:00 pm, Department representatives will be available to answer questions 
and discuss the project informally. Exhibits showing the proposed improvements and other project related materials will be on display. 
A court reporter will be available to receive your comments in a one-on-one setting. 

Formal Session 6:00 pm: At 6:00 pm, Department representatives will begin the formal portion of the hearing, which will provide 
an opportunity to make formal oral public comments. 



Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) 
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What is a Project Development and Environment (PD&E) 

Study?

A PD&E study is a comprehensive study that evaluates social, 
cultural, economic and environmental effects associated with the 
proposed transportation improvements. This analysis enables 
the Department to reach a decision on the type, location and 
conceptual design of the improvements along SR 50 (Cortez 
Boulevard) to accommodate future traffic demand in a safe and 
efficient manner. It represents a combined effort by 
transportation and environmental professionals who analyze 
information and document the best alternative for a 
community’s transportation needs. The PD&E study efforts are 
accomplished by working in cooperation with other state/federal 
agencies and local governments. This coordination allows the 
Department to better determine the effects a transportation 
project will have on the natural and human environment. A State 
Environmental Impact Report (SEIR) is being prepared which 
contains the results of analyses of potential effects to the social, 
cultural, natural and physical environment.

Project Description and Need

Within the referenced project limits, SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) is 
proposed to be widened from the existing two and four-lane 
rural roadway to a four and six-lane divided arterial with 
pedestrian and bicycle facilities on both sides of the road. The 
purpose of this PD&E study is to evaluate the proposed 
improvements to the segment of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from 
Lockhart Road to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard) in Hernando 
County. The existing two bridges carrying SR 50 (Cortez 
Boulevard) over the Withlacoochee River are also proposed to be 
widened. The portion of SR 50 between the I-75 ramps is exempt 
from this study because these improvements were analyzed 
under the I-75 PD&E study, FPID No. 411014-1.

The need for improvements to SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) in the 
study area is based on several factors including regional 
connectivity, future population and employment growth, 
projected travel demands, and consistency with Hernando 
County’s Comprehensive Plan and the Hernando County 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)’s Long Range 
Transportation Plan. The portion of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) west 
of I-75 is included in the state’s Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) 
for economic and mobility enhancement. Additionally, SR 50 
(Cortez Boulevard) is also an evacuation route.

No-Build Alternative

A No-Build Alternative assumes the existing conditions would 
remain for SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) within the project limits and 
only routine maintenance activities and safety improvements 
would occur as required. A No-Build Alternative is considered to 
be a viable alternative and will remain so for the duration of the 
PD&E study process.

Recommended Build Alternatives

Lockhart Road to Kettering Road

The Recommended Build Alternative from Lockhart Road to 
Kettering Road is a six-lane divided suburban roadway with a 
46-foot median. Each direction provides three 12-foot travel 
lanes with 6.5-foot paved inside shoulders and 8-foot flush 
outside shoulders, 5 feet of which are paved. Pedestrians will be 
accommodated by a continuous 5-foot sidewalk provided at the 
ROW line in each direction. The outside 5-foot paved shoulder in 
each direction will accommodate bicyclists.

Kettering Road to US 98

The Recommended Build Alternative from Kettering Road to US 
98 is a six-lane divided rural roadway with three 12-foot travel 
lanes and an 8-foot, unpaved inside shoulder, and an 8-foot 
outside shoulder, 5 feet of which are paved, in each direction 
separated by a 40-foot depressed median. Pedestrians will be 
accommodated by a continuous 5-foot sidewalk provided at the 
ROW line in each direction. The outside 5-foot paved shoulder in 
each direction will accommodate bicyclists.

US 98 to US 301

The Recommended Build Alternative from US 98 to US 301(SR 
35/Treiman Blvd.), is a four-lane divided rural roadway with two 
12-foot travel lanes, 6-foot unpaved inside shoulders, and 8-foot 
outside shoulders 5 feet of which are paved, in each direction 
separated by a 40-foot depressed median. Pedestrians will be 
accommodated by a continuous 5-foot sidewalk provided at the 
ROW line in each direction. The outside 5-foot paved shoulder in 
each direction will accommodate bicyclists.

Withlacoochee River Bridge

The Recommended Build Alternative proposes widening the two 
existing bridges over the Withlacoochee River. Each bridge will 
have three 12-foot travel lanes, 8-foot inside and outside 
shoulders, and 5-foot sidewalks in each direction, separated by a 
barrier from the travel lanes. The 8-foot outside shoulder will 
accommodate bicyclists. 
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 No-Build

Alternative 
Build

Recommended 

Alternative
        Evaluation Factors 

  

Right-of-Way (ROW) Impacts 

Number of Parcels Affected 0 12 

ROW Acquisition – US 98 and US 301 Roadway (acres [ac]) 0 20.417 

ROW Acquisition – Stormwater Management Facilities and Floodplain 
Compensation Sites - (ac) 0 20.700

Business Relocations 0 0 

Residential Relocations 0 0 

Natural, Environmental and Physical Effects  

Species/Habitat (Potential Effects)  None Low 

Potential Contamination Sites (Medium and High risk) 0 5 

Wetlands within Proposed ROW (ac) 0 3.64

Noise Sensitive Sites (within 66 dB(A) isopleths) 0 18 

Community Facilities (schools, police, fire, medical, etc.) 0 0 

Historic/Archaeological Sites  0 0 

Estimated Costs (2011 Dollars) 

Design (12 percent   of Construction)  $0  $2.6

( $ in Millions)

 

Roadway Right of Way $0  $4.8   

Pond Right of Way
 

  $0 $1.5  

Construction*  $0  $21.8   

CEI (12 percent of   Construction)  $0  $2.6  

Total Cost (Present Day Cost) $0  $33.3   

* Includes roadway, earthwork, shoulder, median, drainage, bridge widening, signing, signalization, maintenance of traffic, 
mobilization, unknowns/contingency
Does not include exempted area 

 

FDOT Adopted 5-Year 
Work Program

(Fiscal Years 2012/2013 - 2016/2017)

Segment

Design

Right-of-Way

Construction

2013/2014

Lockhart Road to 
Kettering Road (416732-1 )

Kettering Road to US 301
(416732-2)

Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded

Evaluation Matrix



Public Hearing 

SR 50 (Cortez Blvd.) 

Project Development & Environment

(PD&E) Study  
From Lockhart Rd. to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Blvd.) 

FPID No. 416732-2

Comment Form
Thursday, September 27, 2012

NAME:

ADDRESS:

NOTE: Please complete and place in the “Comments” box or mail to Ming Gao, P.E. at the address on
the back of this comment form, by Monday, October 8, 2012. All comments are part of the project
record and are available for viewing by the public and the media.

General Comments:

Public Participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family
status. Persons who require special accommodations under the American with Disabilities Act or persons who
require translation services (free of charge) should contact Robin Rhinesmith, Project Manager at (813) 975-6496
or 800-226-7220 at least 7 working days in advance of the Public Hearing.

If you did not receive notice of this Public Hearing, but would like to be included on the mailing list
for this project, please check.
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Ming Gao, P.E.,  Intermodal Systems Development Manager

Florida Department of Transportation – District Seven

11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-500

Tampa, Florida 33612-6456
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FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
SR 50 (CORTEZ BLVD.)  

LOCKHART RD. TO US 301 (SR 35/TREIMAN BLVD.) 
FPID NO. 416732-2 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 

REQUEST FOR OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK 
Please print clearly 

 
Date:___________ 
 
 
Name:__________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address:________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________ 
City                                                                State                 Zip Code 
 
Organization (if applicable): _________________________________ 

 
Note: In order to allow all persons the opportunity to speak, please limit your 
comments to 3 minutes.  Public participation is solicited without regard to race, 
color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
SR 50 (CORTEZ BLVD.)  

LOCKHART RD. TO US 301 (SR 35/TREIMAN BLVD.) 
FPID N0. 416732-2 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 

REQUEST FOR OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK 
Please print clearly 

 
Date:___________ 
 
 
Name:__________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address:________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________ 
City                                                                State                 Zip Code 
 
Organization (if applicable): _________________________________ 
 

Note: In order to allow all persons the opportunity to speak, please limit your 
comments to 3 minutes.  Public participation is solicited without regard to race, 
color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
SR 50 (CORTEZ BLVD.)  

LOCKHART RD. TO US 301 (SR 35/TREIMAN BLVD.) 
FPID NO. 416732-2 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 

REQUEST FOR OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK 
Please print clearly 

 
Date:___________ 
 
 
Name:__________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address:________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________ 
City                                                                State                 Zip Code 
 
Organization (if applicable): _________________________________ 

 
Note: In order to allow all persons the opportunity to speak, please limit your 
comments to 3 minutes.  Public participation is solicited without regard to race, 
color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. 

FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
SR 50 (CORTEZ BLVD.)  

LOCKHART RD. TO US 301 (SR 35/TREIMAN BLVD.) 
FPID NO. 416732-2 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 

REQUEST FOR OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK 
Please print clearly 

 
Date:___________ 
 
 
Name:__________________________________________________ 
 
 
Address:________________________________________________ 
 
 
________________________________________________________ 
City                                                                State                 Zip Code 
 
Organization (if applicable): _________________________________ 

 
Note: In order to allow all persons the opportunity to speak, please limit your 
comments to 3 minutes.  Public participation is solicited without regard to race, 
color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. 
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PUBLIC HEARING
Thursday, September 27, 2012

5:00 pm – 7:00 pm

Ridge Manor 

Community Center 
34240 Cortez Boulevard

Dade City, FL 33523

PUBLIC HEARING FORMAT: 

Informal Session 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm: Beginning at 5:00 pm, Department representatives will be available to answer questions 
and discuss the project informally. Exhibits showing the proposed improvements and other project related materials will be on display. 
A court reporter will be available to receive your comments in a one-on-one setting. 

Formal Session 6:00 pm: At 6:00 pm, Department representatives will begin the formal portion of the hearing, which will provide 
an opportunity to make formal oral public comments. 

PUBLIC HEARING FORMAT: 

Informal Session 5:00 pm - 6:00 pm: Beginning at 5:00 pm, Department representatives will be available to answer questions 
and discuss the project informally. Exhibits showing the proposed improvements and other project related materials will be on display. 
A court reporter will be available to receive your comments in a one-on-one setting. 

Formal Session 6:00 pm: At 6:00 pm, Department representatives will begin the formal portion of the hearing, which will provide 
an opportunity to make formal oral public comments. 
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 No-Build

Alternative 
Build

Recommended 

Alternative
        Evaluation Factors 

  

Right-of-Way (ROW) Impacts 

Number of Parcels Affected 0 12 

ROW Acquisition – US 98 and US 301 Roadway (acres [ac]) 0 20.417 

ROW Acquisition – Stormwater Management Facilities and Floodplain 
Compensation Sites - (ac) 0 20.700 

Business Relocations 0 0 

Residential Relocations 0 0 

Natural, Environmental and Physical Effects  

Species/Habitat (Potential Effects)  None Low 

Potential Contamination Sites (Medium and High risk) 0 5 

Wetlands within Proposed ROW (ac) 0 3.64 

Noise Sensitive Sites (within 66 dB(A) isopleths) 0 18 

Community Facilities (schools, police, fire, medical, etc.) 0 0 

Historic/Archaeological Sites  0 0 

Estimated Costs (2011 Dollars) 

Design (12 percent   of Construction)  $0  $2.6

( $ in Millions)

 

Roadway Right of Way $0  $4.8   

Pond Right of Way
 

  $0 $1.5  

Construction*  $0  $21.8   

CEI (12 percent of   Construction)  $0  $2.6  

Total Cost (Present Day Cost) $0  $33.3   

* Includes roadway, earthwork, shoulder, median, drainage, bridge widening, signing, signalization, maintenance of traffic, 
mobilization, unknowns/contingency
Does not include exempted area 

 

Evaluation Matrix

Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study
SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) 
from Lockhart Road to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard)
Financial Project Identification (FPID) Number: 416732-2

ETDM Number: 3391
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Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded

FDOT Adopted 5-Year 

Work Program
(Fiscal Years 2012/2013 - 2016/2017)

Funding Schedule

Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study
SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) 
from Lockhart Road to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard)
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The Florida Department of Transportation , or the FDOT, District Seven, welcomes you to 

the public hearing for the SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) Project Development and Environment the public hearing for the SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) Project Development and Environment 

or PD&E Study. The limits for this 6.3 mile study are from Lockhart Road to US 301 (SR 

35/Treiman Boulevard), in Hernando County. The portion of SR 50 approaching and 

between the I-75 ramps is exempted from this study because the improvements were 

analyzed under the I-75 PD&E study, FPID No. 411014-1. 

1



The PD&E study process includes a comprehensive evaluation of the proposed 

improvements shown in the engineering concepts presented tonight. The concepts have improvements shown in the engineering concepts presented tonight. The concepts have 

been evaluated for potential social, cultural, economic, and environmental effects in the 

project area. This includes consideration of possible effects on the community and the 

quality of life of its citizens.

2



The FDOT started this PD&E study in December 2011. The purpose of tonight’s hearing is to 

present the recommended build alternative and to provide interested persons the present the recommended build alternative and to provide interested persons the 

opportunity to review and comment on the proposed improvements and associated 

effects. 

3



This hearing is being conducted in accordance with all federal, state, and local 

requirements. These regulations are listed on a Citations board near the Sign-In table. All requirements. These regulations are listed on a Citations board near the Sign-In table. All 

draft reports regarding this study are available for review at this hearing and have been on 

public display at the East Hernando Branch library, and the FDOT, District Seven 

Headquarters. The display period began on Thursday, September 6, 2012 and will continue 

until Monday, October 8, 2012. Please refer to tonight’s handout for information regarding 

the location and hours of operation to view these documents.  
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The need for improvements to SR 50 in the study area is based on: 

• The inclusion of a portion of SR 50 in the state’s Strategic Intermodal System, or SIS, for • The inclusion of a portion of SR 50 in the state’s Strategic Intermodal System, or SIS, for 

economic and mobility enhancement

• SR 50 is an evacuation route

• Future population and employment growth

• Projected travel demands within the study area

• Consistency with Hernando County’s Comprehensive Plan and the MPO’s Long Range 

Transportation Plan

5



Within the project limits, SR 50 from Lockhart Road to US 98 is currently a 4-lane divided 

rural roadway  with two 12 foot travel lanes and a 10 foot outside shoulder (4 ft paved) in rural roadway  with two 12 foot travel lanes and a 10 foot outside shoulder (4 ft paved) in 

each direction, separated by a 46 foot grassed median. There are no sidewalks on either 

side of the roadway. 

6



From US 98 to US 301, SR 50 is currently a two-lane undivided rural roadway  with one 12 

foot travel lane and an 8 foot outside shoulder (4 ft paved) in each direction. There are no foot travel lane and an 8 foot outside shoulder (4 ft paved) in each direction. There are no 

sidewalks on either side of the roadway. 
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Two bridges, an eastbound and a westbound, carry SR 50 over the Withlacoochee River. 

Each bridge has two 12 foot travel lanes, and 6 foot inside and 10 foot outside shoulders. Each bridge has two 12 foot travel lanes, and 6 foot inside and 10 foot outside shoulders. 
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The recommended build alternative from Lockhart Road to Kettering Road is a six-lane 

divided suburban roadway with a 46-foot median. Each direction provides three twelve divided suburban roadway with a 46-foot median. Each direction provides three twelve 

foot travel lanes with 6.5-ft inside shoulders and 8-ft flush outside shoulders, 5-ft of which 

are paved.  A five foot sidewalk at the ROW line is provided in each direction to 

accommodate pedestrians. 
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The recommended build alternative from Kettering Road to US 98 is a 6 lane divided rural 

roadway with three 12 foot travel lanes, an 8 foot unpaved inside shoulder, and a 5 foot roadway with three 12 foot travel lanes, an 8 foot unpaved inside shoulder, and a 5 foot 

paved outside shoulder in each direction separated by a 40 foot depressed median. To 

accommodate pedestrian traffic, five foot sidewalks are provided in each direction at the 

ROW line.
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The recommended build alternative from US 98 to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Blvd.), is a four-

lane divided rural roadway with two 12 foot travel lanes, 6 foot unpaved inside shoulders, lane divided rural roadway with two 12 foot travel lanes, 6 foot unpaved inside shoulders, 

and 8 foot outside shoulders (5 ft. of which are paved) in each direction separated by a 40 

foot depressed median. To accommodate pedestrians, this portion of SR 50 will have 5 foot 

sidewalks at the ROW line. 
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The recommended build alternative proposes widening the two existing bridges over the 

Withlacoochee River. Each  bridge will have three 12 foot travel lanes, 8 foot inside and Withlacoochee River. Each  bridge will have three 12 foot travel lanes, 8 foot inside and 

outside shoulders, and 5 foot sidewalks in each direction separated by a barrier from the 

travel lanes. 
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The recommended build alternative proposes sidewalk connections to the Withlacoochee 

State Trail and a new traffic signal at Lockhart Road. Existing traffic signals will remain at State Trail and a new traffic signal at Lockhart Road. Existing traffic signals will remain at 

their respective locations. 
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In accordance with Section 335.188, Florida Statutes, and Rule 14-97, Florida 

Administrative Code, the section of SR 50 from Kettering Road to east of US 301 is Administrative Code, the section of SR 50 from Kettering Road to east of US 301 is 

proposed to be reclassified from existing Access Class 4 to Access Class 3 due to proposed 

changes from a non-restrictive to a restrictive median. However, access control will also be 

improved by modifying, closing, or moving some median openings throughout the project 

corridor
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The evaluation, or comparison, matrix shown is also included in your handout. It provides a 

detailed comparison of the recommended build alternative and the no-build alternative. detailed comparison of the recommended build alternative and the no-build alternative. 

The no-build alternative, or do-nothing alternative, does not provide for any improvements 

to this portion of SR 50. Although this is not consistent with local transportation plans, the 

no-build alternative is considered a viable alternative and will remain so for the duration of 

this study. In addition to identifying preliminary costs, the matrix shows the comparison 

between each alternative’s potential effects to the social and natural environments and 

cultural resources.
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Tonight’s hearing is an opportunity for you to ask questions and offer comments on this 

project. Project representatives are available to address questions concerning the project. Project representatives are available to address questions concerning the 

recommended build alternative and its potential effects. In addition, FDOT representatives 

are here to address questions related to traffic, access management, right-of-way  

acquisition, and environmental effects.
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There are several ways to make a comment as part of the public hearing record. During the 

informal portion of the hearing, you can speak directly to the court reporter who is on-informal portion of the hearing, you can speak directly to the court reporter who is on-

hand this evening. 
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The court reporter will also record comments stated during the formal portion of the 

hearing that begins at 6:00 pm. The FDOT will moderate this formal public comment hearing that begins at 6:00 pm. The FDOT will moderate this formal public comment 

session. If you wish to speak publicly, please complete a speaker’s card and hand it to an 

FDOT representative at the sign-in table.
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You can complete the Comment Form provided in the brochure and drop it in one of the 

“Comment” boxes tonight; or“Comment” boxes tonight; or

19



You can mail written comments to the address listed on the back of the form. All comments 

received, regardless of how they are submitted, will be reviewed and considered in the received, regardless of how they are submitted, will be reviewed and considered in the 

study analysis. We ask that you return this form postmarked by Monday, October 8, 2012 

so your comments can become part of the official public hearing record.  

20



Following the hearing, the project team will review all public input. The recommended 

alternative will then be documented, the study documents finalized and the PD&E study alternative will then be documented, the study documents finalized and the PD&E study 

completed. The project can then move forward into the next phase when it becomes 

funded.
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This concludes our presentation. We, at the Florida Department of Transportation, thank 

you for participating in tonight’s public hearing and for your interest in this project. Please you for participating in tonight’s public hearing and for your interest in this project. Please 

continue to view the displays and talk with our staff. Buckle up and drive safely!
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