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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is conducting a Project Development 

and Environment (PD&E) Study to evaluate improvement alternatives for SR 50 (Cortez 

Boulevard) from west of I-75 to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard) in Hernando 

County, Florida (Roadway ID 08 070 000). The project location map (Figure ES-1) 

illustrates the location of the study. The total length of the study is approximately  

6.3 miles (mi).   

These proposed improvements consist of widening the existing four-lane SR 50 (Cortez 

Boulevard) to a six-lane divided arterial from west of I-75 to east of US 98 (McKethan 

Road) and from the existing two-lane roadway to a four-lane divided arterial from east of 

US 98 (McKethan Road)  to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard).  The original study 

limits extended from Lockhart Road to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard) and the class 

of action was assumed to be a State Environmental Impact Report (SEIR). However, the 

Hernando County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) recently elevated this 

project in their priority list and it was determined that the project should remain eligible 

for federal funding. Therefore, the begin project limit changed from Lockhart Road to 

west of I-75.  The end project limit remains at US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard) and 

the class of action is proposed as a Type 2 Categorical Exclusion (Type 2 CE). Interstate 

75 (I-75) ramp terminal intersections and approaching segments (length 0.9 miles) were 

exempted out of the study since those improvements were analyzed as part of the I-75 

Project PD&E Study, Work Program Item Segment Number: 411014-1.    

For the purpose of evaluating improvement alternatives, the project was divided into 

three segments. The project segments are as follows: 

 Segment 1: West of I-75 to Kettering Road 

 Segment 2: Kettering Road to US 98 (SR 700/McKethan Boulevard) 

 Segment 3: US 98 (SR 700/McKethan Boulevard) to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman 

Boulevard) 

Various roadway typical sections were considered for the SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) 

project. Descriptions of the typical sections considered in each evaluation segment 

follow. Appendix A presents the conceptual plans relative to each of the potential 

Section 4(f) resources. 

Segment 1:  West of I-75 to Kettering Road. The proposed typical section is a six-lane 

divided suburban roadway with a 46-foot (ft) median, which includes a 33-ft raised grass 

median, including Type E curb and gutter. Three 12-ft travel lanes with 6.5-ft inside 

shoulders and 8-ft flush outside shoulders (5 ft paved), are provided in each direction. 

This typical section also contains open drainage ditches on both sides of the roadway. 

Sidewalks, 5 ft wide, are provided adjacent to the right-of-way (ROW) line.  

The proposed design speed for this typical section is 50 miles per hour (mph), the 

minimum design speed for a Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) facility. This typical 

section fits within the existing 200 ft of ROW.  
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Figure ES-1 Project Location Map 
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Segment 2:  Kettering Road to US 98 (SR 700/McKethan Boulevard). The proposed 

typical section includes both inside and outside widening to result in a six-lane divided 

rural roadway with a 40-ft depressed grass median and flush inside and outside shoulders. 

Since the Annual Average Daily Traffic (AADT) volumes are considered low volume 

east of Kettering Road, 8-ft inside unpaved shoulders and 8-ft outside shoulders  

(5 ft paved), are provided in each direction. This typical section also contains open 

drainage ditches and 5-ft sidewalks adjacent to the ROW line. The proposed design speed 

for this typical section is 65 mph. This typical section fits within the existing 200 ft of 

ROW if a Design Variation is granted for the substandard border width (36 ft of 40 ft 

required). A preliminary drainage review supports the reduced border width. In some 

areas, the existing ROW width will allow the standard 40-ft border. In other areas where 

right turn lanes are needed, the standard border width will be reduced to stay within 

existing ROW. 

Within Segment 2, the project proposes the widening of the two existing bridges over the 

Withlacoochee River. In order to facilitate maintenance of traffic (MOT) and limit the 

bridge widening to just one side of each bridge, the proposed roadway median width will 

transition from 40 ft to 50 ft on each approach. The outside concrete barrier of each 

bridge will be removed, along with the deck to the center of the first beam. Each bridge 

will then be widened to accommodate three 12-ft lanes, 8-ft inside and outside shoulders, 

and a 5-ft sidewalk separated from the shoulder with a concrete barrier. Florida I-Beams 

will support the widened portion of the deck. 

Segment 3:  US 98 (SR 700/McKethan Road) to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard). 

The proposed improvements in this segment consist of widening SR 50 (Cortez 

Boulevard) from a two-lane undivided rural roadway to a four-lane divided roadway by 

removing the crown from the existing roadway, which will become the new westbound 

lanes. New pavement, 24 ft wide, will be constructed 40 ft south of the existing roadway, 

to become the new eastbound roadway. The completed four-lane rural roadway will have 

a 40-ft depressed grass median and flush 6-ft inside shoulders (0 ft paved) and 8-ft 

outside shoulders (5 ft paved). This typical section also contains open drainage ditches 

and 5-ft sidewalks adjacent to the ROW line. The proposed design speed for this typical 

section is 65 mph. This typical section fits within the existing 200 ft of ROW. The 

proposed improvements will follow the existing alignment, which is generally centered 

within the existing 200-ft ROW. The existing two-lane undivided section from US 98 

(SR 700/McKethan Road) to US 301 (SR 35/Treiman Boulevard) was originally 

constructed such that future widening to a rural divided multilane highway would 

accommodate a 40-ft median centered within the ROW. 
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DETERMINATION OF SECTION 4(f) APPLICABILITY 

There are four potential Section 4(f) resources that have been identified adjacent to and 

crossing the project corridor: 

 Withlacoochee State Forest-Croom Tract 

 Withlacoochee State Trail (WST) and Park 

 Withlacoochee River South Paddling Trail 

 Cypress Lakes Preserve and Florida National Scenic Trail 

The approximate locations of the resources are shown in Figure ES-2.  

The Withlacoochee State Forest is located adjacent to SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) on the 

north side.  WST and Park crosses SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) within Segment 2 just east 

of Croom Rital Road. The Withlacoochee River South Paddling Trail also crosses 

underneath SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) within Segment 2. The Cypress Lakes Preserve 

and Florida National Scenic Trail is located adjacent to SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) on the 

north side, also within Segment 2. Table ES-1 gives a brief summary of the 

characteristics of the potential 4(f) properties within the project corridor. This report 

assembles pertinent information on each of these resources and has been prepared to aid 

FHWA in evaluating the applicability of Section 4(f) to these properties.   

This project was screened in the FDOT’s Efficient Transportation Decision Making 

(ETDM) system as project #3391. The Programming Summary Report, published 

January 9, 2012, indicated that a summary degree of effect for potential Section 4(f) 

impacts was “N/A”, because the project was originally screened as a SEIR. 

There is no ROW acquisition required from any of these resources. Sidewalk connections 

to the WST have been proposed within Segment 2.  A commitment is included in the 

Type 2 CE to ensure that the widening of the bridges over the Withlacoochee River 

would not impact the Withlacoochee River South Paddling Trail.  Commitments have 

also been added to ensure that no construction activities will take place on any of these 

properties. 
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Figure ES-2 Resources Map 
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Table ES-1 

Characteristics of Potential Section 4(f) Properties within 

the SR 50 Corridor 

NAME OF 

PROPERTY 
LOCATION OWNER SIZE 

FACILITIES 

AVAILABLE 

DISTANCE 

FROM 

PROJECT 

ROW 

REQUIRED 
ACCESS 

CHANGE 

Withlacoochee 

State Forest-

Croom Tract 

North side of SR 

50, just east of 

Croom Rital Road 

within Segment 2. 

Board of Trustees of the 

Internal Improvement 

Trust Fund (TIITF); 

Managed by Florida 

Department of 

Agriculture and 

Consumer Services-

Division of Forestry 

23,488 ac. 

Camping is available 

at 6 campgrounds, 2 

hunt camps, 2 

primitive camp zones, 

and 2 canoe camps. 

Approximately 

1.70 miles from 

existing facilities 

west of WST and 

0.25 miles from 

proposed 

facilities east of 

WST within 

Segment 2. 

None None 

Withlacoochee 

StateTrail and 

Park  

Ridge Manor Trail 

Head is off of and 

just east of Croom 

Rital Road. 

Board of Trustees of the 

Internal Improvement 

Trust Fund (TIITF); 

Managed by Florida 

Department of 

Environmental Protection 

46 mi. 

50’-200’ pedestrian 

trail crossing 3 

counties; 6 trailheads 

with various 

amenities; access to 7 

major parks and 

recreation areas.  

Crosses project 

within Segment 

2. 

None None 

Withlacoochee 

River South 

Paddling Trail 

Crosses SR 50 just 

east of Croom 

Rital Road, Access 

#3 off of Amelia 

Lane.  

Florida Fish and Wildlife 

Conservation 

Commission; Managed 

by Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection 

76 mi. 

Canoe/kayak paddling 

trail along the 

Withlacoochee River; 

camp areas adjacent 

to the trail.  

Crosses project 

within Segment 

2. 

None None 

Cypress Lakes 

Preserve and 

Florida 

National 

Scenic Trail 

North side of SR 

50, Trailhead is 

just east of Paul R. 

Speckle Lane and 

Cedric and Catalia 

Streets. 

Hernando County 324 ac 

Environmentally 

Sensitive Lands with 

secondary passive 

recreation uses. 

Trail is 

approximately 

0.41 miles north 

of Segment 2 

within the   

Preserve which is 

adjacent to SR 

50. 

None None 
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Section 1.0  
WITHLACOOCHEE STATE FOREST-CROOM TRACT 

1.1 DETAILED MAP OR DRAWING OF SUFFICIENT 

SCALE TO IDENTIFY RELATIONSHIP OF 

ALTERNATIVES 

The Withlacoochee State Forest-Croom Tract is 

located on the north side of SR 50 (Cortez 

Boulevard) just east of Croom Rital Road within 

Segment 2 of this study. The recommended build 

alternative would not require ROW from the forest. 

Appendix A presents the conceptual plans relative 

to each of the potential Section 4(f) resources (refer 

to Sheet 6). See the location map in Appendix B.  

1.2 SIZE AND LOCATION 

The Withlacoochee State Forest consists of seven 

tracts, approximately 157,000 acres (ac.), and spans 

across five counties (Citrus, Hernando, Lake, Pasco, 

and Sumter). The Croom Tract is approximately 

23,488 ac. located mostly in northeast Hernando 

County. Refer to Appendix B for a map of the 

Croom Tract. 

 

1.3 OWNERSHIP AND TYPE OF SECTION 4(f) 

PROPERTY 

The Withlacoochee State Forest is owned 

by the Board of Trustees of the  

Internal Improvement Trust Fund 

(TIITF), but is leased to and managed by 

the Florida Department of Agriculture 

and Consumer Services-Division of 

Forestry. According to Withlacoochee 

State Forest 5-Year Management Plan 

(2003), the primary purpose of the forest 

is ecosystem management. However, one 

of the objectives of the management plan 

is to provide for compatible public 

access, integrating human use through a program of resource based forest recreation. See 

Appendix B for the Property Record Cards and Deed.    
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1.4 FUNCTION OF OR AVAILABLE ACTIVITIES ON THE 

PROPERTY 

Recreational trails, off-road vehicles area, camping, canoeing, and day use areas are 

available on the Withlacoochee State Forest-Croom Tract. No public use facilities or 

activities currently exist on this portion adjacent to SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) of the 

Withlacoochee State Forest-Croom Tract.   

1.5 DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF ALL EXISTING 

AND PLANNED FACILITIES 

The majority of existing recreation uses are several miles north of the SR 50 (Cortez 

Boulevard) corridor. The closest existing recreational use on the Croom Tract is 

approximately 1.70 miles north of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) ROW, west of 

Withlacoochee State Trail.  There are three recreation areas within the forest boundaries 

including Hog Island, River Junction, and Silver Lake recreation areas. Camping is 

available at six campgrounds, two hunt 

camps, two primitive camp zones, and two 

canoe camps.  Croom Motorcycle Tract for 

off-road vehicles allows for the operation of 

unlicensed recreational vehicles. Hiking, 

horse, and bicycling trails are located on the 

property.   

The southernmost portion of the Croom 

Tract (adjacent to SR 50) is the PK Ranch 

parcel. There are several future recreational 

uses planned such as:  additional multi-use, interpretative trails, cracker cattle heritage 

area, equestrian activities, and an agricultural heritage museum. All of these uses would 

occur further north of the SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) corridor and access would be 

provided via the Silver Lake Recreation Complex to the north.   Proposed recreational 

use opportunities within the Croom Tract will be located approximately 0.25 miles north 

of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard), east of Withlacoochee State Trail.  Appendix B, Figure 14 

PK Smith Proposal shows the location of the future recreational uses. 

1.6 ACCESS AND USAGE 

There is no existing access from SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard).  Access to the Withlacoochee 

State Forest-Croom Tract is found at La Rose Road, north of SR 50 and west of I-75, 

Silver Lake Road, north of SR 50 and south of I-75, and Croom Rital Road and CR 480 

West, north of I-75.  Access to the closest existing recreational use is off of La Rose 

Road.  No access is shown on the proposed recreational uses map, see Appendix B, 

Figure 14 PK Smith Proposal.  According to the management plan, the Croom Tract has 

the highest number of forest users.  
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1.7 RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SIMILARLY USED LAND 

IN THE VICINITY 

The Withlacoochee State Forest is made up of seven different tracts and two units of land 

in five separate counties. Their approximate acreages are: Richloam, 49,201; Citrus, 

42,613; Croom, 23,488; Jumper Creek, 11,073; Homosassa, 5,676; Headquarters, 2,087; 

Two Mile Prairie, 2,896; Annutteliga Hammock Unit (Citrus Tract), 8,490; and Baird 

Unit (Richloam Tract), 11,567. Total acreage is 157,091. 

There are no other state forests near the Withlacoochee State Forest.   

The closest state forest is Ross Prairie State Forest, which is a 3,527-acre tract of public 

conservation land that was acquired in 1995.  Ross Prairie State Forest is located in 

Marion County approximately ten miles southwest of Ocala. Access is off SR 200.  

Recreational opportunities on the forest include hiking, bird watching, horseback riding, 

primitive camping, and hunting. 

1.8 APPLICABLE CLAUSE AFFECTING OWNERSHIP 

The Withlacoochee State Forest is owned by the TIITF, but is leased and managed by the 

Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services-Division of Forestry.   

1.9 UNUSUAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SECTION 

4(F) PROPERTY 

None observed. 

1.10 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE FROM THE 

OFFICIAL WHO HAS JURISDICTION 

Please see the attached letter in Appendix B with concurrence from the Florida 

Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services – Division of Forestry, dated May 22, 

2013, expressing the significance of the property from the jurisdictional agency 

perspective and that there will be no use of the Withlacoochee State Forest due to 

implementing the proposed project. 

1.11 CONSTRUCTIVE USE 

The recreation uses are further north of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard).  Based upon the 

distance of the recreation uses from the proposed improvements as stated in 1.5 

Description and Location of All Existing and Planned Facilities, this project will not 

result in noise and vibration impacts and will not substantially impair the resource’s 

aesthetic or ecological features or attributes. There will be no change to access to the 

resource as there is no access to it off of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) presently. No 

construction activities will take place on the Withlacoochee State Forest property.
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Section 2.0  
WITHLACOOCHEE STATE TRAIL AND PARK 

2.1 DETAILED MAP OR DRAWING OF SUFFICIENT 

SCALE TO IDENTIFY RELATIONSHIP OF 

ALTERNATIVES 

The Withlacoochee State Trail and Park runs north-south and crosses SR 50 (Cortez 

Boulevard) just east of Croom Rital Road within Segment 2 of the study. The 

recommended build alternative would not require ROW from the trail. Sidewalk 

connections have been provided between the SR 50 and the trail on both sides of the 

roadway. Appendix A presents the conceptual plans relative to each of the potential 

Section 4(f) resources (refer to Sheet 6). See the location map in Appendix C.   

 2.2 SIZE AND LOCATION 

The Withlacoochee State Trail crosses 

existing SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard). The 

Withlacoochee State Trail is 

approximately 46 miles long and spans 

Citrus, Hernando, and Pasco counties.  The 

trail runs from southwest of US 41 in north 

Citrus County to US 301 in Pasco County 

as shown in Appendix C. 

2.3 OWNERSHIP AND 

TYPE OF SECTION 4(f) PROPERTY 

The Withlacoochee State Trail and Park is also owned by the TIITF, but is leased and 

managed by the Florida Department of 

Environmental Protection (FDEP).   

On September 26, 1989, the Board of 

Trustees of the Internal Improvement 

Trust Fund (Trustees) approved the 

purchase of 739 ac. of abandoned 

railroad corridor to create what is now 

known as the Withlacoochee Trail State 

Park. The acquisition was made up of 

two abandoned CSX Transportation, 

Inc. segments, known as the Gulf 

Junction - Inverness and the Inverness - Owensboro abandonments. This unit was 

acquired by the state on December 21, 1989, with the purchase being funded by the Rails 

to Trails program. 
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Fee simple title to this trail is held by the Trustees. Management authority was conveyed 

to the FDEP-Division of Recreation and Parks through lease agreement #3876. This lease 

agreement, executed on June 29, 1990, is for a period of fifty years. This agreement will 

expire on June 28, 2040. 

At the Withlacoochee Trail State Park, public outdoor recreation and conservation is the 

designated single use of the property. There are no legislative or executive directives that 

constrain the use of this property. 

See Appendix C for the Property Record Cards.   

2.4 FUNCTION OF OR AVAILABLE ACTIVITIES ON THE 

PROPERTY 

The trail is used for passive recreation including walking, jogging, and hiking.  

2.5 DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF ALL EXISTING 

AND PLANNED FACILITIES 

The Withlacoochee State Trail is a 

multi-use pedestrian trail that sits on a 

former railbed that ranges from 50 feet 

(ft) to 200 ft in width and crosses three 

counties. For the majority of its 

length, the ROW is either 100, 120 or 

200 ft in width. Irregularly shaped 

parcels occur along the trail where 

sidings and signal equipment were 

installed by the railroad occur along 

the trail. The railbed is elevated above 

the adjacent grade along parts of the 

corridor. The elevation difference is greatest as it traverses low areas. The slopes of the 

approximate centerline of the corridor were designed to be relatively level, making the 

resulting grade ideal for a shared-use trail system. 

The trail parallels the Withlacoochee River. In Hernando County, there are several 

locations where the trail is only a short distance from the river. Access to the river is 

through a commercial canoe operation on County Road 476. Other significant water 

bodies along the trail ROW are Little Lake Henderson and Tsala Apopka Lake.  

There are six trailheads, including Ridge Manor Trailhead, located just off of Croom 

Rital Road. This trailhead has around 40 parking spaces, an information kiosk, and 

restrooms.  The trail connects seven major parks and recreation facilities including:   

Fort Cooper State Park, Floral Park, Lake Townsen Park, Nobleton Wayside Park, the 

Silver Lake Recreation Area, Withlacoochee State Forest, and the Florida National 

Scenic Trail. 
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2.6 ACCESS AND USAGE 

Pedestrian access and parking are 

provided at the Gulf Junction Trail 

Head on Magenta Drive in Citrus 

Springs, the Citrus Springs Trail 

Head at U.S. Highway 41 and South 

Citrus Springs Boulevard, the 

Inverness Trail Head at 315 North 

Apopka Avenue, the Ridge Manor 

Trail Head at State Road 50 (U.S. 

Highway 98) and Croom-Rital Road, 

and the Trilby Junction Trail Head 

near County Road 575 and Old 

Trilby Road in Pasco County.  

In addition, the trail connects with seven major parks and recreation facilities including:  

Fort Cooper State Park, Floral Park, Lake Townsen Park, Nobleton Wayside Park, the 

Silver Lake Recreation Area, Withlacoochee State Forest, and the Florida National 

Scenic Trail. This trail is used by thousands of hikers, bikers, bird watchers, and 

skateboarders each year. 

Two sidewalk connections between the SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) sidewalk and the  

trail will be provided as part of the proposed project which will further enhance access to 

the trail. 

2.7 RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SIMILARLY USED LAND 

IN THE VICINITY  

The Withlacoochee State Trail runs north-south through the Withlacoochee State Forest 

and parallel to the Withlacoochee River.  Similar facilities in the vicinity are the Good 

Neighbor Trail, Suncoast II Trail Corridor, Bi-Corridor Trail, and the planned Florida 

Scenic National Trail. 

2.8 APPLICABLE CLAUSE AFFECTING OWNERSHIP 

The Withlacoochee State Trail and Park is owned by the TIITF, but is leased to and 

managed by FDEP. 

This lease agreement, executed on June 29, 1990, is for a period of fifty years. This 

agreement will expire on June 28, 2040.  There was no other clause affecting ownership. 

2.9 UNUSUAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SECTION 

4(f) PROPERTY 

None observed. 
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2.10 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE FROM THE 

OFFICIAL WHO HAS JURISDICTION 

Please see the attached letter in Appendix C with concurrence from FDEP, dated  

May 10, 2013, expressing the significance of the property from the jurisdictional  

agency perspective. 

2.11 CONSTRUCTIVE USE 

Noise and vibration impacts are not expected.  The proposed project will not substantially 

impair any aesthetic or ecological features or attributes. Access to the trail will be 

maintained during construction. FDOT will conduct additional coordination with FDEP 

during final design and no construction activities will take place on the Withlacoochee 

State Trail and Park property, other than the construction of the proposed project will 

provide two sidewalk connections between the SR 50 sidewalk and the trail which will 

further enhance access to the trail.  This is similar to the determination that was made by 

FHWA for a project that included sidewalk construction along SR 7/US 441 along with 

connections and construction of sidewalk within the Central Broward Regional Park in 

Broward County.     
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Section 3.0  
WITHLACOOCHEE RIVER SOUTH   

PADDLING TRAIL  

3.1 DETAILED MAP OR DRAWING OF SUFFICIENT 

SCALE TO IDENTIFY RELATIONSHIP OF 

ALTERNATIVES 

The Withlacoochee River South Paddling Trail 

runs along the Withlacoochee River and is 

located adjacent to and passes under SR 50 

(Cortez Boulevard) just east of Croom Rital Road 

within Segment 2 of this study. None of the 

alternatives require ROW from the paddling trail; 

however the bridges over the trail will be 

widened. Appendix A presents the conceptual 

plans relative to each of the potential Section 4(f) 

resources (refer to Sheet 7). See the location map 

in Appendix D.   

3.2 SIZE AND LOCATION 

The Withlacoochee River South Paddling Trail is 

located within the Withlacoochee River and is 

approximately 76 mi long and spans Citrus, 

Hernando, and Pasco counties.   

The trail runs from Lake Rousseau near Dunellon in Citrus County to the Green Swamp 

near Lacoochee in Pasco County as shown in Appendix D.  The Withlacoochee River is 

adjacent to and under existing SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) and it is used for passive 

recreation including canoeing and kayaking. 

3.3 OWNERSHIP AND TYPE OF SECTION 4(f) 

PROPERTY 

The Withlacoochee River is owned by the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 

Commission (FFWCC) and is managed by FDEP. See Appendix D for the Property 

Record Card. The Withlacoochee River South Paddling Trail public use is along the 

Withlacoochee River itself and is used for passive recreation including kayaking and 

canoeing. 
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3.4 FUNCTION OF OR AVAILABLE ACTIVITIES ON THE 

PROPERTY 

The Withlacoochee River is used for passive recreation including kayaking and canoeing.  

3.5 DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF ALL EXISTING 

AND PLANNED 

FACILITIES 

The Withlacoochee River State Paddling Trail 

located within the Withlacoochee River is 

used for passive recreation including kayaking 

and canoeing.  

3.6 ACCESS AND USAGE 

According to the Withlacoochee River State Paddling Trail Map obtained from FDEP’s 

website (http://www.dep.state.fl.us/gwt/guide/designated_paddle/WithSouth_guide.pdf) 

(see Appendix D, Map 1), in the 

vicinity of the project corridor, public 

access to the Withlacoochee River State 

Paddling Trail is provided at Access 

Point 1, 2, and 3. Access Point 1 is south 

of the project area near Lacoochee Park.  

Access Point 2 is south of the project 

area near CR 575 bridge over the 

Withlacoochee River. Access Point 3 is 

near the SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) 

bridge over the Withlacoochee River. 

During a field review conducted on 

March 8, 2013, Access Point 3 was unmarked and very difficult to navigate.  There is no 

parking provided other than a temporary drop-off and pick-up area at Access Point 3. 

3.7 RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SIMILARLY USED LAND 

IN THE VICINITY 

The Withlacoochee River State Paddling Trail runs on the Withlacoochee River within 

the Withlacoochee State Forest. Other nearby Florida Greenway and Trails paddling 

facilities include:  Chassahowitzka River Trail, Weeki Wachee River Trail, and the 

Palatlakahah Run Paddling Trail Corridor. 
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3.8 APPLICABLE CLAUSE AFFECTING OWNERSHIP 

The Withlacoochee River is owned by the FFWCC and is managed by FDEP.  

There was no other clause affecting ownership. 

3.9 UNUSUAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SECTION 

4(F) PROPERTY 

None observed 

3.10 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE FROM THE 

OFFICIAL WHO HAS JURISDICTION 

Please see the attached letter in Appendix C with concurrence from FDEP, Office of 

Greenways and Trails, dated April 30, 2013, expressing the significance of the property 

from the jurisdictional agency perspective and that there will be no use of the 

Withlacoochee River South Paddling Trail due to implementing the proposed project. 

3.11 CONSTRUCTIVE USE 

Noise and vibration impacts are not expected. Access to the river will not change. The 

proposed project will not substantially impair any aesthetic or ecological features or 

attributes. Access to the paddling trail will be maintained during construction. 
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Section 4.0  
CYPRESS LAKES PRESERVE AND FLORIDA 

NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL  

4.1 DETAILED MAP OR DRAWING OF SUFFICIENT 

SCALE TO IDENTIFY RELATIONSHIP OF 

ALTERNATIVES 

The Cypress Lakes Preserve runs adjacent to the 

north side of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) just north of 

Paul R Steckle Lane within Segment 2 of this study. 

The recommended build alternative does not require 

ROW from the Preserve.  Appendix A presents the 

conceptual plans relative to each of the potential 

Section 4(f) resources (refer to Sheet 7). See the 

location map in Appendix E.   

 4.2 SIZE AND LOCATION 

The Florida National Scenic Trail, within the Cypress 

Lakes Preserve, is approximately 0.41 miles north of 

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard). The Cypress Lakes 

Preserve is adjacent to SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) and 

is approximately 324 ac. in eastern Hernando County 

as shown in Appendix E. The preserve is a part of 

Hernando County’s Environmentally Sensitive Lands (ESL) program.    

4.3 OWNERSHIP AND TYPE OF SECTION 4(f) 

PROPERTY 

The Cypress Lakes Preserve is owned by Hernando County. See Appendix E for the 

Property Record Cards and Deeds.  The preserve has passive public recreation and 

education opportunities which include hiking and nature watching.  The Florida National 

Scenic Trail is marked where it winds through the preserve and provides opportunities for 

hiking, observing the variety of vegetative communities, and nature watching.  

4.4 FUNCTION OF OR AVAILABLE ACTIVITIES ON THE 

PROPERTY 

The preserve contains eight natural plant communities, including five designated by the 

Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI) as imperiled. These communities include lakes, 

freshwater marsh, cypress swamp, bottomland hardwoods, live oak hammocks, scrub, 
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and sandhills. This diversity in plant communities supports many animals, including 

some that are threatened or endangered.  

The Florida National Scenic Trail is marked where it winds 

through the preserve and provides opportunities for hiking, 

observing the variety of vegetative communities, and nature 

watching. Bird watching is most productive in the fall and 

winter months when migrants are present. This part of the 

trail offers scenic views of hardwood hammocks, oak-saw 

palmetto scrub, cypress-ringed lakes, an old river channel, 

and water marks on trees showing flood levels above hikers’ 

heads. Additional hiking trails and trail head facilities are 

planned in the future. Long term plans include a canoe/ 

kayak launch on the Withlacoochee River and an 

observation platform with boardwalk on a cypress lake. 

4.5 DESCRIPTION AND LOCATION OF ALL EXISTING 

AND PLANNED FACILITIES 

This 331 ac. preserve is located on the north side of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) just east of 

Paul R Steckle Lane near Ridge Manor in the eastern part of Hernando County.  

The address of the trail head is: 32375 Cortez Boulevard, Ridge Manor, Florida. . 

 

The Florida National Scenic Trail 5-Year Strategic Plan indicates that it is a federally-

designated, non-motorized, recreation trail. Existing facilities include passive public 

recreation and education opportunities which include hiking and nature watching. 

Additional hiking trails and trail head facilities are planned in the near future. Long term 

plans include a canoe/kayak launch on the Withlacoochee River and an observation 

platform with boardwalk on a cypress lake. 

4.6 ACCESS AND USAGE 

Access to the Cypress Lakes Preserve is located off of Paul R Steckle Lane.   

The most recent Florida National Scenic Trail Visitor Assessment dated 2011 stated that 

total visitors to the trail was 352,217, of which 51.9% were estimated to be pedestrian 

visits and 48.1% were estimated to be other visits. Since 2003, there are 225,000  

and 350,000 visits per year for the entire trail. No specific data to Cypress  

Lake Preserve was identified.  

4.7 RELATIONSHIP TO OTHER SIMILARLY USED LAND 

IN THE VICINITY 

Properties acquired by the ESL Program are designated as preserves. The preserves are 

owned and managed to protect their environmental features and to promote passive 

public recreation and education. Although some are more developed for public use than 
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others the preserves are generally 

open to the public during daylight 

hours. The preserves include:  

Cypress Lake, Fickett Hammock, 

Peck Sink, Lake Townsen, and 

Bayport Park. 

Hernando County currently has three 

preserves, each with their own 

unique environmental features, 

management objectives, and public 

recreation opportunities. In addition 

to purchasing and managing preserves, ESL Program funds were used to pay for the 

expansion of Bayport Park facilities in conjunction with the Southwest Florida Water 

Management District (SWFWMD) and District land. Additional facilities for public use 

are planned at all three preserves and at Bayport Park. 

4.8 APPLICABLE CLAUSE AFFECTING OWNERSHIP 

None noted. 

4.9 UNUSUAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SECTION 

4(f) PROPERTY 

None observed. 

4.10 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE FROM THE 

OFFICIAL WHO HAS JURISDICTION 

Please see the attached letter in Appendix E with concurrence from Hernando County, 

dated May 6, 2013, expressing the significance of the property from the jurisdictional 

agency perspective and that there will be no use of the Cypress Lake Preserve due to 

implementing the proposed project. 

4.11 CONSTRUCTIVE USE 

The recreation uses are further north of SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) and are not adjacent to 

the proposed project. Noise and vibration impacts are not expected. Access to the 

property will not change. The proposed project will not substantially impair any aesthetic 

or ecological features or attributes. No construction activities will take place on the 

Cypress Lakes Preserve property. 
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CONCEPTUAL PLANS 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

  

APPENDIX B 

WITHLACOOCHEE STATE FOREST CROOM 

TRACT



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 

 



 

 

APPENDIX C 

WITHLACOOCHEE STATE TRAIL AND PARK



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

  

APPENDIX D 

WITHLACOOCHEE RIVER SOUTH PADDLING 

TRAIL



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 



 

  

APPENDIX E 

CYPRESS LAKES PRESERVE AND FLORIDA 

NATIONAL SCENIC TRAIL 



 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

  



 

 

 
 

 


