


INTRODUCTION
In coordination with the United States Coast Guard (USCG), the Florida 
Department of Transportation (FDOT) held a Public Hearing on March 
28, 2007 from 4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Tampa Bay Watch 
Community Center, 3000 South Pinellas Bayway, Tierra Verde, Florida.  
The purpose of the meeting was to solicit input from the public 
regarding the location, design, social, economic, and environmental 
effects of the Recommended Alternative.  The proposed alternatives 
include:

 • Recommended Alternative (Alternative 6 - High-Level Fixed 
   Bridge Replacement with Channel Relocation) 
 • No Build Alternative (Alternative 1 - Rehabilitation)

The Recommended Alternative includes the reconfiguration of the Madonna Boulevard/Pinellas Bayway 
intersection. The recommended intersection option would relocate Madonna Boulevard to line up with the 
Village at Tierra Verde driveway (Option B).  No capacity enhancements were proposed at this time.

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION
FDOT utilized numerous methods to encourage public participation in the Public Hearing. On March 2, 2007, 
the District Secretary, via the Public Information Officer (PIO) distributed an email notification to the applicable 
state and local government elected officials. The notification provided a brief synopsis of the project and the 
project newsletter served as an attachment. On March 2, 2007, FDOT also distributed the newsletter to 
individuals whose property, or a portion of their property, is within 300 ft of the centerline of the project 
alternatives. FDOT also sent newsletters to federal, state, and local government agencies, civic organizations, 
including each of the community/homeowner associations on Tierra Verde and Isla del Sol, and other 
interested parties. 

FDOT published legal advertisements in the St. Petersburg 
Times-Beach Edition on March 11, 2007 and March 18, 2007. FDOT also 
distributed basic public hearing information to the Island Reporter, 
Paradise News, and Tropical Views. On March 16, 2007, FDOT 
distributed and posted flyers at the Village at Tierra Verde, local 
businesses (including the business complex adjacent to the bridge’s 
southern approach), marinas, Fort De Soto Park, and other 
miscellaneous locations. At their request, FDOT also sent 2,000 flyers to 
the Tierra Verde Community Association for distribution to their 
members. Copies of all of the notices are located in the Comments and 
Coordination Report.

PUBLIC AVAILABILITY
FDOT published a notice of public availability and Public Hearing in the Florida Administrative Weekly on 
March 2, 2007. Project documents were available for public review at St. Pete Beach Library, 365 73rd Avenue, 
St. Pete Beach from March 6, 2007 to April 9, 2007. Project documents were also available at the hearing and 
at the FDOT District Seven Office, 11201 North McKinley Drive, Tampa.

MEETING FORMAT
The hearing was conducted in an informal format with a formal 
opportunity for public testimony.  After signing in, each participant 
received a handout package, which included the newsletter, insert, 
comment form, and speaking card. The participants were also 
encouraged to review the audiovisual presentation, which was 
continuously looped, before visiting the project display area.  The 
project display area featured project graphics illustrating the 
proposed alternatives, estimated costs, environmental effects, 
schedule, and an opportunity for public comment. FDOT also 
provided a table for study documentation, the Draft Environmental 
Assessment,  and support documentation.  The Public Hearing was 

held in accordance with 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 771 and Titles VI and VIII of the Civil Rights Act. 
Anyone in need of special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act was encouraged to 
contact the project manager prior to the hearing.

From 4:30 p.m. until 6:00 p.m., participants could watch the 
audiovisual presentation, review the board displays, and speak to 
FDOT representatives in an informal setting. At 6:00 p.m., the formal 
portion of the public hearing began.  FDOT requested that anyone 
who wanted to offer verbal comments must submit a speaker card 
and the speakers would be called in the order received. Once all the 
speakers were finished, the formal hearing was closed and the 
informal portion of the hearing resumed and continued until 7:00 
p.m.



PUBLIC PARTICIPATION AND COMMENTS
FDOT accepted comments throughout the study; however, special 
accommodation was made for collecting public comments at the 
Public Hearing. Participants could fill out a comment form the night 
of the hearing and submit it in the comment boxes provided in the 
project display area, or they could mail the comment form to FDOT 
using the address on the back of the form.  Also, participants could 
provide verbal comments to the court reporter in a one-on-one 
setting or in front of the group during the formal portion of the 
hearing.

Approximately 164 individuals participated in the Public Hearing, along with 21 project team members.  
The hearing sign-in sheets are included this scrapbook. A total of 52 comments were received during the 
Public Hearing comment period. At the hearing, two individuals provided verbal comments during the 
formal portion, 22 individuals spoke their opinions to the court reporter during the informal portion, and 
21 individuals submitted written comments in the comment boxes.  The court reporter recorded all verbal 
comments and prepared a verbatim public hearing transcript.  All written comments postmarked by April 
9, 2007 were included in the transcript, as well. A summary of the comments is provided in the following 
bulleted list:

 • 37 of the 52 comments identified a preference for a high fixed-bridge
 • 9 of the 52 comments expressed preference for bascule bridge
 • 12 of the 52 comments did not state any preference, but pointed out concerns
 • Stated the need for a traffic signal at the Madonna Boulevard/Pinellas Bayway intersection (12)
 • Expressed funding concerns (8)
 • Requested quick solution to intersection issues (6)
 • Supported toll increase to help funding (5)
 • Expressed concerns about island's emergency vehicle access/evacuation (5)
 • Expressed no need for a traffic signal at the Madonna Boulevard/Pinellas Bayway intersection (4)
 • Requested consideration to extend the bridge further north (4)

 • Expressed concern about the bridge beingtoo steep for traffic, pedestrian and\or bicycle use (3)
 • Requested consideration of a four-lane alternative (2)
 • Requested to raise reminder of causeway road to safer level (2)
 • Expressed concern about losing parking for the businesses along Madonna Boulevard (2)
 • Expressed concern about who will maintain the depth of the channel and pay for it (2)

 • Other concerns included:
  - Impacts to adjacent businesses and recreation areas
  - Construction timeframe
  - Environmental impacts of channel relocation
  - Noise
  - Design of Madonna Boulevard/Pinellas Bayway intersection
  - Bridge aesthetics
  - Providing enough clearance for high mast boats
  - Need for a traffic signal at Sands Point Drive intersection with the Pinellas Bayway
  - Need for a traffic signal at Bahia Del Mar Boulevard/Palma Del Mar Boulevard intersection
     with the Pinellas Bayway
 
The FDOT prepared and distributed responses to individual comments in July 2007.  A copy of each 
response letter is provided in the Comments and Coordination Report. 
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Florida Department of Transportation
Modal Planning & Development Department
11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-500
Tampa, Florida 33612-6456

How To Reach Us
We encourage you to take an active part in the S.R. 679 (Pinellas Bayway Structure E) PD&E Study.  If you wish to discuss the project 
with a study team member, schedule a small group meeting, or be added to the mailing list, please contact Kirk Bogen, P.E., Project 
Manager at:

Telephone: (800) 226-7220 or (813) 975-6448  Address:   Florida Department of Transportation
Fax:  (813) 975-6451          Modal Planning & Development Department
E-mail:  kirk.bogen@dot.state.fl .us        11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-500
             Tampa, Florida 33612-6456 

Title VI Compliance
This project complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Related Statutes, as amended.  Public participation is encouraged 
and solicited without regard to race, color, creed, religion, sex, age, national origin, disability, or familial status.

Persons wishing to express their concerns relative to FDOT compliance with Title VI may do so by contacting the District Seven Title 
VI program offi cer, Attn: Linda Stachewicz, Florida Department of Transportation, MS 7-500, 11201 N. McKinley Drive, Tampa, Florida 
33612-6456, or the Florida Department of Transportation Equal Opportunity Offi ce, 605 Suwannee Street, MS 65, Tallahassee, Florida 
32399.  All inquiries or complaints will be handled according to FDOT procedure and in an expeditious manner.    
           

We understand that when a transportation project proposes the acquisition of private property, you may have questions and concerns.  
To better educate and inform you about the right-of-way acquisition process and your rights, the Department has created Real Estate 
acquisition and relocated brochures.  These brochures and other education materials will be available at the public hearing.  Copies of 
the brochures may also be found on our website:  www.dot.state.fl .us – then choose “Doing Business with FDOT”.

We are very interested in hearing your concerns and answering your question and encourage you to speak with the Department’s 
Project Manager or a Right-of-Way Representative at your convenience.

Dear Property Owner, Business Owner, or Interested Citizen:

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), in coordination with the U.S. 
Coast Guard (USCG), invites you to attend and participate in a public hearing for the 
S.R. 679 (Pinellas Bayway Structure E) at the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIW) Project 
Development and Environment (PD&E) Study, in Pinellas County. The public hearing is 
scheduled for:

The purpose of this hearing is to solicit input from the public regarding the location, design, 
and social, economic, and environmental effects of the recommended improvements to 
Structure E, known locally as the Tierra Verde Bridge. The recommended improvements 
include replacement of the existing draw bridge with a two-lane, high-level, fi xed-span 
bridge.  The project would require the relocation of the channel and improvements to 
the Madonna Boulevard intersection.  Pursuant to Florida Statutes 339.155(6), this letter 
also serves as notice to property owners that a whole or portion of their property is 
within 300 feet of the centerline of the recommended alternative. However, this does 
not mean that all properties will be directly affected.  

Beginning at 4:30 p.m. , Department representatives will be available to answer questions 
and discuss the project one-on-one with attendees. Project graphics illustrating the 
recommended improvements and the evaluation matrix will be on display, and a project 
video will be shown continuously.  The formal session will begin at 6:00 p.m.  At that 
time, the fl oor will be open for public comment.  If time remains after all of the verbal 
comments have been submitted, the remainder of the hearing will be informal.  A court 
reporter will be available to accept verbal comments in a one-on-one-setting, as well. 

Interested parties may submit written comments at any time during the public hearing 
or mail them at a later date to: Robert M. Clifford, AICP, Modal Planning & Development 
Manager, FDOT District Seven, 11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-500, Tampa, Florida, 33612-
6456. Comments should be postmarked by April 9, 2007, to be included in the offi cial 
public hearing record.

 Project documents will be available for public review at the following location from March 6, 2007, to April 9, 2007: St. Pete Beach Library, 
365 73rd Avenue, St. Pete Beach (Business Hours: Monday and Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.; Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m.; Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; and closed Sunday).  Project documents are also available for the duration of the study at the FDOT 
District Offi ce, 11201 N. McKinley Drive, Tampa. 

This hearing is being held in accordance with 23 CFR 771, 33 CFR 115.60, and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Related Statutes. Anyone needing 
special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 should contact the Project Manager, Kirk Bogen, P.E., at (800) 226-7220; (813) 
975-6448; or kirk.bogen@dot.state.fl .us. To better accommodate individual needs, we ask that such requests be made at least ten (10) days prior to the 
hearing.

Sincerely,

Robert M. Clifford, AICP
Modal Planning & Development Manager

S.R. 679 (Pinellas Bayway Structure E) at Intracoastal Waterway
Bridge No: 150049

Pinellas County, Florida
Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study

March 2007

WHEN: Wednesday
March 28, 2007
4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Tampa Bay Watch
3000 Pinellas Bayway South
Tierra Verde, Florida 33715

LOCATION:

PUBLIC HEARING

WPI Segment
No: 410755 1



Public Workshop Summary

FDOT held an Alternatives Public Workshop on April 6, 2006, 
at the Island Chapel, 1271 South Pinellas Bayway, Tierra Verde, 
Florida.  The purpose of the meeting was to solicit input from 
the public regarding the location, design, social, economic, and 
environmental effects of the six proposed bridge alternatives 
and three intersection improvement options.  Approximately 
96 individuals participated in the Alternatives Public Workshop 
and approximately 69 individuals submitted written comments 
during the comment period.  The  majority of public comments 
supported the high-level, fi xed bridge with relocation of 
Madonna Boulevard to align with The Village at Tierra Verde 
Driveway.

Recommended Alternative

Based upon a review of the evaluation matrix, traffi c analysis, 
and public comment, the FDOT has identifi ed a Recommended 
Alternative. The Recommended Alternative proposes a 
two-lane, high-level, fi xed bridge over a relocated channel. 
The Recommended Alternative provides 65 feet of vertical 
navigational clearance and would require relocation of the 
channel of about 400 feet to the north.

The new bridge would include a 12-foot travel lane and a 10-foot 
shoulder in each direction with a 5-foot sidewalk on the west 
side and an 11-foot sidewalk on the east side to accommodate 
a planned multi-use path.  The replacement bridge would be 
constructed to the east of the existing bridge. 

In addition, the Recommended Alternative requires roadway 
improvements along the approaches to the new bridge to tie-
back to the existing roadway. The southern approach varies due 
to the transitioning of the road from a four-lane divided roadway 
to the two-lane undivided bridge. The northern approach is 
consistent with the recommended bridge, except it is elevated 
on embankment with a retaining wall on each side. The roadway 
at grade includes two 12-foot travel lanes and a 12-foot shoulder, 
of which, 5 feet are paved to accommodate bicyclists. The 
roadway also includes a 5-foot sidewalk on the east side and a 
12-foot multi-use path on the west, separated from the roadway 
by a guardrail and a buffer strip. 

The Recommended Intersection, Option B, realigns Madonna 
Boulevard to align with the existing Village driveway. 

In addition to the Recommended Alternative, the No-Build 
Alternative (Rehabilitation) will remain as a viable alternative 
throughout the PD&E Study. The No-Build includes the same 
roadway characteristics as the existing with 12-foot travel lanes 
and 3-foot sidewalks on each side.
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Existing/No Build

Proposed Signal
(If Warranted)

ed Alternative

 

Recommended Bridge

             FDOT Five -Year Adopted 
             Work Program Schedule 

                (Fiscal Years 2006/2007 - 2010/2011)

             PD&E Study  Underway
             Design        Not Currently Funded
             Right-of-Way  Not Currently Funded
             Construction  Not Currently Funded

Study Schedule
     
Notice to Proceed   March 30, 2005
Advance Notifi cation  July 25, 2005
Public Workshop   April 6, 2006
Draft EA Approved by USCG January 25, 2007
Public Hearing   March 28, 2007
Final USCG Approval  Summer 2007

Elevated Roadway on Embankment

Roadway at Grade
Please visit FDOT’s Work Program webpage for the most current  work program funding 
information:  http://www2.dot.state.fl .us/programdevelopmentoffi ce/wp/default.asp



S.R. 679 (Pinellas Bayway Structure E) at Intracoastal Waterway
Bridge No: 150049

Pinellas County, Florida
Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study

March 2007

WPI Segment
No: 410755 1

Welcome!

Thank you for participating in this public hearing!  The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), in 
coordination with United States Coast Guard (USCG), is nearing the fi nal stages of the Project Development 
and Environment Study and has identifi ed recommended improvements to the Tierra Verde Bridge. The USCG 
approved the Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) and related documentation for public review in January 
2007.  The purpose of this hearing is to present the recommendation and seek input from the community.  The 
schedule for tonight’s public hearing is as follows:

Informal Session:  4:30 p.m.-6 p.m.

After you sign in, please visit the Education Center to view the project 
video.  Aerial photographs and conceptual design plans are available 
in the main display area, in addition to the environmental document 
and evaluation matrix.  FDOT representatives are available to answer 
questions and discuss the project with you informally.  During 
this portion of the hearing, individuals who would like to provide 
comments may do so in one the following manners:

 Complete a written comment form and drop it in one of the 
 comment boxes or mail it to the address on the back of the  

 form.
 Speak to the court reporter in a one-on-one setting.

Formal Session: 6 p.m.-7 p.m. 

Individuals who would like to speak publicly during the formal session 
must fi ll out a speaker card and submit it at the registration table or 
to an FDOT representative. At 6:00 p.m., FDOT will begin taking public 
comments and the speakers will be called in the order the cards are 
received.    Once all the speakers have provided comments, FDOT will 
conclude the formal portion of the hearing.  If there is time remaining, 
the informal portion of the hearing will continue until 7:00 p.m.  

What’s Next?

All comments received at tonight’s public hearing, whether verbal or 
written, will be given equal consideration. In order to maintain the 
project schedule, we request that all comments be postmarked by 
April 9, 2007, to be included in the offi cial public hearing record. After 
the hearing, FDOT will document the public comments and prepare a 
fi nal environmental document for USCG’s approval.  FDOT expects to 
receive USCG approval by summer 2007 and will notify the community 
of the approved action.  Although no funding is currently programmed 
for future phases, the bridge will be maintained by the FDOT bridge 
maintenance program.  FDOT will offer additional public involvement 
opportunities as future phases proceed.



*There may be temporary effects to the natural environment resulting from the construction of the temporary bridges.  These temporary effects are only associated 
with the Rehabilitation Alternative and are not considered permanent.
**Cost estimates are preliminary and are subject to change.  These cost estimates would allow for a 75-year bridge life. 

Frequently Asked Questions

How will FDOT maintain the Tierra Verde Bridge prior to 
securing funds for the bridge replacement?
The bridge will be maintained by the FDOT’s bridge maintenance program.

Will the Madonna Boulevard/Pinellas Bayway intersection 
be improved prior to securing funds for the bridge 
replacement?
There are no funds identifi ed in the Five-Year Adopted Work Program
 (FY 2007-2011) to improve the intersection. 

Why is the recommended alternative a two-lane solution 
rather than a four-lane solution?
The need for bridge improvements is not based on capacity needs, but 
structural defi ciencies, such as age.  The recommended alternative will 
improve safety, reduce travel time and delay, and will accommodate 
additional lanes, if necessary in the future and as funding becomes avalible.

How will future phases of this project be funded?
FDOT analyzes project funding as a part of the annual budget process. 
Although the project is not currently funded in the Five-Year Adopted Work 
Program (FY 2007-2011), funding needs are updated annually to account 
for infl ationary cost increases and additional project related commitments, 
such as aesthetics and landscaping. 

What is the status of the other Pinellas Bayway bridge project 
(Structure C to St. Pete Beach)?
Construction is scheduled in FDOT’s Five-Year Adopted Work Program (FY 
2007-2011).  FDOT will request construction bids in fall 2007.  If the bids are 
greater than the budgeted amount, the project will not move forward until 
additional funding is acquired.

Will there be a traffi c light at the Madonna intersection?
Prior to the realignment of the intersection, FDOT will conduct a traffi c study 
to determine if a signal is appropriate.

What will the replacement bridge look like?
Aesthetics of the bridge are undetermined at this time.  There will be 
additional opportunities to provide input on the bridge aesthetics during 
the fi nal design process.

How will FDOT maintain roadway traffi c during the 
construction?
While some lane closures and lane shifts may occur, the existing bridge 
would remain open to roadway traffi c until construction of a replacement 
bridge (east of the existing structure) is completed.

Will FDOT maintain vessel traffi c during the construction?
Vessel traffi c within the Intracoastal Waterway will experience brief periods 
of interruption and height limitations during construction.  A notice 
to mariners will be sent prior to any channel closure or limitations to 
navigation.

Will there still be access to the beach area on the causeway?
Access to the beach will still be provided.

Will fi shing be allowed on the new bridge? 
Fishing from the sidewalks will not be prohibited.

Evaluation Matrix





 
March 28, 2007 

COMMENT FORM 
We encourage your comments regarding this project. 

 
NAME:  ______________________________________________________________ 
 

  ADDRESS:   ______________________________________________________________ 
 

PHONE: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

E-MAIL: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

□  If you did not receive notice of this meeting, but would like to be included on the mailing list for this 
project, please check. 

 
NOTE: Please complete and place in the “Comments” box or mail to Mr. Robert M. Clifford, AICP, Modal 
Planning and Development Manager, at the address on the back of this Comment Form, by April 9, 2007.  All 
comments are part of the project record and are available for viewing by the public and the media. 



Florida Department of Transportation
Modal Planning & Development Department
11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-500
Tampa, Florida 33612-6456

How To Reach Us
We encourage you to take an active part in the S.R. 679 (Pinellas Bayway Structure E) PD&E Study.  If you wish to discuss the project 
with a study team member, schedule a small group meeting, or be added to the mailing list, please contact Kirk Bogen, P.E., Project 
Manager at:

Telephone: (800) 226-7220 or (813) 975-6448  Address:   Florida Department of Transportation
Fax:  (813) 975-6451          Modal Planning & Development Department
E-mail:  kirk.bogen@dot.state.fl .us        11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-500
             Tampa, Florida 33612-6456 

Title VI Compliance
This project complies with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Related Statutes, as amended.  Public participation is encouraged 
and solicited without regard to race, color, creed, religion, sex, age, national origin, disability, or familial status.

Persons wishing to express their concerns relative to FDOT compliance with Title VI may do so by contacting the District Seven Title 
VI program offi cer, Attn: Linda Stachewicz, Florida Department of Transportation, MS 7-500, 11201 N. McKinley Drive, Tampa, Florida 
33612-6456, or the Florida Department of Transportation Equal Opportunity Offi ce, 605 Suwannee Street, MS 65, Tallahassee, Florida 
32399.  All inquiries or complaints will be handled according to FDOT procedure and in an expeditious manner.    
           

We understand that when a transportation project proposes the acquisition of private property, you may have questions and concerns.  
To better educate and inform you about the right-of-way acquisition process and your rights, the Department has created Real Estate 
acquisition and relocated brochures.  These brochures and other education materials will be available at the public hearing.  Copies of 
the brochures may also be found on our website:  www.dot.state.fl .us – then choose “Doing Business with FDOT”.

We are very interested in hearing your concerns and answering your question and encourage you to speak with the Department’s 
Project Manager or a Right-of-Way Representative at your convenience.

Dear Property Owner, Business Owner, or Interested Citizen:

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), in coordination with the U.S. 
Coast Guard (USCG), invites you to attend and participate in a public hearing for the 
S.R. 679 (Pinellas Bayway Structure E) at the Gulf Intracoastal Waterway (GIW) Project 
Development and Environment (PD&E) Study, in Pinellas County. The public hearing is 
scheduled for:

The purpose of this hearing is to solicit input from the public regarding the location, design, 
and social, economic, and environmental effects of the recommended improvements to 
Structure E, known locally as the Tierra Verde Bridge. The recommended improvements 
include replacement of the existing draw bridge with a two-lane, high-level, fi xed-span 
bridge.  The project would require the relocation of the channel and improvements to 
the Madonna Boulevard intersection.  Pursuant to Florida Statutes 339.155(6), this letter 
also serves as notice to property owners that a whole or portion of their property is 
within 300 feet of the centerline of the recommended alternative. However, this does 
not mean that all properties will be directly affected.  

Beginning at 4:30 p.m. , Department representatives will be available to answer questions 
and discuss the project one-on-one with attendees. Project graphics illustrating the 
recommended improvements and the evaluation matrix will be on display, and a project 
video will be shown continuously.  The formal session will begin at 6:00 p.m.  At that 
time, the fl oor will be open for public comment.  If time remains after all of the verbal 
comments have been submitted, the remainder of the hearing will be informal.  A court 
reporter will be available to accept verbal comments in a one-on-one-setting, as well. 

Interested parties may submit written comments at any time during the public hearing 
or mail them at a later date to: Robert M. Clifford, AICP, Modal Planning & Development 
Manager, FDOT District Seven, 11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-500, Tampa, Florida, 33612-
6456. Comments should be postmarked by April 9, 2007, to be included in the offi cial 
public hearing record.

 Project documents will be available for public review at the following location from March 6, 2007, to April 9, 2007: St. Pete Beach Library, 
365 73rd Avenue, St. Pete Beach (Business Hours: Monday and Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m.; Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday from 10:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m.; Friday from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m.; and closed Sunday).  Project documents are also available for the duration of the study at the FDOT 
District Offi ce, 11201 N. McKinley Drive, Tampa. 

This hearing is being held in accordance with 23 CFR 771, 33 CFR 115.60, and Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Related Statutes. Anyone needing 
special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 should contact the Project Manager, Kirk Bogen, P.E., at (800) 226-7220; (813) 
975-6448; or kirk.bogen@dot.state.fl .us. To better accommodate individual needs, we ask that such requests be made at least ten (10) days prior to the 
hearing.

Sincerely,

Robert M. Clifford, AICP
Modal Planning & Development Manager

S.R. 679 (Pinellas Bayway Structure E) at Intracoastal Waterway
Bridge No: 150049

Pinellas County, Florida
Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study

March 2007

WHEN: Wednesday
March 28, 2007
4:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.

Tampa Bay Watch
3000 Pinellas Bayway South
Tierra Verde, Florida 33715

LOCATION:

PUBLIC HEARING

WPI Segment
No: 410755 1



 

  

 
REQUEST FOR OPPORTUNITY TO SPEAK 

(Please Limit Comments to 3 Minutes) 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
S.R.  679 (Pinellas Bayway Structure E) 

Project Development and Environment Study (PD&E) 
Wednesday, March 28, 2007 

 
Please Print. 
 
Name:          
 
Address:           
 
          
 
Phone:          
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WELCOMEWELCOME

S.R. 679 (Pinellas Bayway Structure E)
Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study

Public Hearing
March 28, 2007

S.R. 679 (Pinellas Bayway Structure E)
Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study

Public Hearing
March 28, 2007



Project LocationProject Location

Tierra Verde 
Bridge

(Structure E)



Project NeedProject Need

• Structural deficiencies associated with 
existing bridge age

• No capacity improvements proposed
• Recommended Alternative will accommodate 

future capacity improvements, if needed

• Structural deficiencies associated with 
existing bridge age

• No capacity improvements proposed
• Recommended Alternative will accommodate 

future capacity improvements, if needed



Alternatives Public Workshop 
April 2006

Alternatives Public Workshop 
April 2006

• Alternative 1-Rehabilitation (No-Build)
• Alternative 2-Rehabiliation and Widening
• Alternative 3-Replace with Low-Level Draw Bridge 
• Alternative 4-Replace with Mid-Level Draw Bridge
• Alternative 5-Replace with High-Level Fixed
• Alternative 6-Replace with High-Level Fixed over 

Relocated Channel

• Alternative 1-Rehabilitation (No-Build)
• Alternative 2-Rehabiliation and Widening
• Alternative 3-Replace with Low-Level Draw Bridge 
• Alternative 4-Replace with Mid-Level Draw Bridge
• Alternative 5-Replace with High-Level Fixed
• Alternative 6-Replace with High-Level Fixed over 

Relocated Channel



Purpose of HearingPurpose of Hearing

• Present recommendation and potential 
effects

• Receive community input
• No-Build Alternative 

• Present recommendation and potential 
effects

• Receive community input
• No-Build Alternative 



Alternative 1
Bridge Rehabilitation

Alternative 1
Bridge Rehabilitation

• No-Build Alternative
• Does not meet current design standards
• Two full rehabilitation programs
• Temporary bridge and approaches on the east 

side during construction

• No-Build Alternative
• Does not meet current design standards
• Two full rehabilitation programs
• Temporary bridge and approaches on the east 

side during construction

East



Alternative 6 High-Level Fixed 
Bridge Over the Relocated Channel 

Alternative 6 High-Level Fixed 
Bridge Over the Relocated Channel 

• Recommended Alternative
• 65’ of Vertical Navigational Clearance
• Relocated Channel

• Recommended Alternative
• 65’ of Vertical Navigational Clearance
• Relocated Channel



Channel RelocationChannel Relocation



Bridge Alternative ProfilesBridge Alternative Profiles



Bridge Replacement AlignmentBridge Replacement Alignment

• Proposed Bridge will 
be constructed to the 
east of the existing 
structure

• Proposed Bridge will 
be constructed to the 
east of the existing 
structure

Madonna Blvd.Madonna Blvd.

East



Southern Bridge ApproachSouthern Bridge Approach

• Varies due to transition from 4-lane 
roadway to the 2-lane bridge

• Varies due to transition from 4-lane 
roadway to the 2-lane bridge



Roadway on EmbankmentRoadway on Embankment



Roadway At GradeRoadway At Grade



Madonna Boulevard 
Intersection Reconfiguration

Madonna Boulevard 
Intersection Reconfiguration



Madonna Boulevard Intersection 
Recommended Option

Madonna Boulevard Intersection 
Recommended Option

• Realigns Madonna 
Boulevard with 
the existing 
Village 
entrance

• Realigns Madonna 
Boulevard with 
the existing 
Village 
entrance

PROPOSED SIGNAL
(IF WARRANTED)

• Traffic Study 
will evaluate 
need for signal

• Traffic Study 
will evaluate 
need for signal



Recommended AlternativeRecommended Alternative

• Majority of public support
• Shortest delay during peaks
• No operating costs
• Pedestrian and bicycle accommodations
• 65’ vertical navigation clearance

• Majority of public support
• Shortest delay during peaks
• No operating costs
• Pedestrian and bicycle accommodations
• 65’ vertical navigation clearance



Potential EffectsPotential Effects

• Construction and life-cycle costs
• Right-of-way acquisition and relocation aspects
• Floodplains, wetlands, and seagrass involvement
• Threatened and endangered species
• Noise and air quality effects
• Cultural and historic resources 
• Potential contamination

• Construction and life-cycle costs
• Right-of-way acquisition and relocation aspects
• Floodplains, wetlands, and seagrass involvement
• Threatened and endangered species
• Noise and air quality effects
• Cultural and historic resources 
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Evaluation MatrixEvaluation Matrix

• St. Pete Beach Library
• FDOT District Seven Headquarters
• St. Pete Beach Library
• FDOT District Seven Headquarters



Public HearingPublic Hearing

• Informal Session: 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
• Formal Session:  6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
• Informal Session: 4:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.
• Formal Session:  6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.



CommentsComments

• Submit a speaker card and 
provide verbal comments

• Speak to the court reporter
• Complete a comment sheet 

and leave in comment box
• Mail the comment sheet to 

FDOT District Seven

• Submit a speaker card and 
provide verbal comments

• Speak to the court reporter
• Complete a comment sheet 

and leave in comment box
• Mail the comment sheet to 

FDOT District Seven

Postmarked by 
April 9, 2007



PD&E Study SchedulePD&E Study Schedule

• PD&E Study Began March 2005• PD&E Study Began March 2005

• Alternatives Public Workshop April 6, 2006• Alternatives Public Workshop April 6, 2006

• Public Hearing March 28, 2007• Public Hearing March 28, 2007

• Final USCG Approval Summer 2007• Final USCG Approval Summer 2007

• Draft EA Approval by USCG January 25, 2007• Draft EA Approval by USCG January 25, 2007



FDOT Five-Year Adopted Work Program 
(Fiscal Years 2006/2007 – 2010/2011)
FDOT Five-Year Adopted Work Program 
(Fiscal Years 2006/2007 – 2010/2011)

• PD&E Underway
• Design Not Currently Funded
• Right-of-Way Not Currently Funded
• Construction Not Currently Funded

• PD&E Underway
• Design Not Currently Funded
• Right-of-Way Not Currently Funded
• Construction Not Currently Funded



THANK YOU
FOR ATTENDING

THANK YOU
FOR ATTENDING

S.R. 679 (Pinellas Bayway Structure E)
PD&E Study

Public Hearing

S.R. 679 (Pinellas Bayway Structure E)
PD&E Study

Public Hearing





PROJECT LOCATION MAP
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STUDY SCHEDULE
Notice to Proceed          March 30, 2005

Advance Notification        July 25, 2005

Public Workshop          April 6, 2006

Draft EA Approved by USCG    January 25, 2007

Public Hearing           March 28, 2007

Final USCG Approval        Summer 2007



FDOT FIVE YEAR ADOPTED WORK PROGRAM
FISCAL YEARS 2006/2007 - 2010/2011

PD&E Study

Design

Right-of-Way

Construction

Underway

Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded

Not Currently Funded
Please visit FDOT’s Work Program webpage for the most current  work program funding information:  http://www2.dot.state.fl.us/programdevelopmentoffice/wp/default.asp





RECOMMENDED TYPICAL SECTIONS

65’

12’12’1’ 5’ 11’ 1’10’ 10’

BL CONSTRUCTION

1.5’1.5’

0.02 ft/ft 0.02 ft/ft



CHANNEL RELOCATION 

SEAGRASSESSEAGRASSES
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Madonna Blvd.

Madonna Blvd.

Madonna Blvd.

EXISTING INTRACOASTAL 
WATERWAY
EXISTING INTRACOASTAL
WATERWAY

RELOCATED INTRACOASTAL
WATERWAY
RELOCATED INTRACOASTAL
WATERWAY



TRAFFIC CONFLICT POINTS

Conflict Points as shown here are locations along a roadway where two vehicle’s 
paths can cross and potentially collide. Reducing conflict points improves safety.

     Minor conflicts include diverge (rear-end collision), and merge (sideswipes).

     Major conflicts include head-on collisions and side impact collisions.

      MINOR CONFLICTS: 30

      MAJOR CONFLICTS: 27

MAXIMUM POTENTIAL CONFLICTS: 57

      MINOR CONFLICTS: 18

      MAJOR CONFLICTS: 22

MAXIMUM POTENTIAL CONFLICTS: 40

      MINOR CONFLICTS: 10

      MAJOR CONFLICTS: 2

MAXIMUM POTENTIAL CONFLICTS: 12

EXISTING UNSIGNALIZED INTERSECTION

REALIGNED UNSIGNALIZED INTERSECTION

REALIGNED SIGNALIZED INTERSECTION*

*If warranted, Signalization Phase 1 of 4



REALIGNED LANE GEOMETRY
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EVALUATION MATRIX

*There may be temporary effects to the natural environment resulting from the construction of the temporary bridges.  These temporary 
effects are only associated with the Rehabilitation Alternative and are not considered permanent.
**Cost estimates are preliminary and are subject to change.  These cost estimates would allow for a 75-year bridge life. 

EVALUATION FACTORS

Alternative 1                              
Rehabilitation

No Build
PROJECT LENGTH (miles) 0.262 0.863

0 3Number of businesses estimated to be relocated 
Number of residences estimated to be relocated 0 0

Number of churches, schools, child care, 
nursing homes, hospitals, cemeteries, other 
services affected 0 0

Number of historic sites/structures 0 0
Number of public parks adjacent to ROW 0 0

Wetlands 0 2.433
Seagrass 0 0.147

0 0Estimated number of noise sensitive sites
Number of potential petroleum and hazardous 
materials contaminated sites (medium and high) 1 5

Roadway and Bridge Structure $72,216,809 $72,612,833 

CONSTRUCTION COST TOTAL** $72,216,809 $74,707,646 
ROW Acquisition – Madonna Boulevard Option B N/A–Intersection not included $15,601,000 
Engineering Design (15%) $10,832,521 $11,206,147 
Construction Engineering & Inspection (15%) $10,832,521 $11,206,147 
TOTAL ALTERNATIVE COST** $93,881,851 $112,720,940

COMMUNITY FACILITY EFFECTS (Community impacts within ROW)

POTENTIAL BUSINESS AND RESIDENTIAL RELOCATIONS 

CULTURAL/HISTORIC RESOURCES AND PUBLIC PARKS INVOLVEMENT

NATURAL ENVIRONMENTAL INVOLVEMENT (ac)*

PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT INVOLVEMENT

ESTIMATED CONSTRUCTION COSTS  (Current Dollars)**

Madonna Boulevard $2,094,814 N/A–Intersection not included

Alternative 6 
High-Level Fixed

Relocated Channel
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