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Introduction:
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District 7, 
conducted Project Development and Environment (PD&E) study for 
US 301 (SR 39/Gall Blvd.) from south of CR 54 (Eiland Blvd.) to the 
US 98 Bypass (SR533) in Pasco County.  The length of the project is 
approximately of 7.6 miles.   

The purpose of  the public hearing scrapbook is to document the 
information presented at the public hearing.  The scrapbook contains 
samples of the following materials available for the public at or prior 
to the hearing.

Newspaper/FAW Ad • 
Newsletter• 
Hearing Display Boards • 
Presentation Slides• 
Sign-in Sheet, Comment Forms, Comment and Speaker • 
Cards
Photographs of the hearing• 

A CD with an electronic version of this information is also included 
at the beginning of the scrapbook.

Background and Project Description:
This public hearing was conducted to provide interested persons 
an opportunity to express their views concerning the location, 
conceptual design, and social, economic, and environmental 
effects of the proposed improvements to the study roadway and 
in accordance with Federal Executive Orders 11990 and 11988.  
US 301 is currently a four-lane roadway that connects the cities of 
Zephyrhills and Dade City in eastern Pasco County.   The Pasco 
County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) anticipates US 
301 to play an ever increasing role in the movement and distribution 
of freight and goods throughout the County. This project proposed 
widening US 301 from four lanes to six lanes, from south of CR 54 
to north of Kossik Road and providing other improvements such as 

median modifications and intersection improvements from north of 
Kossik Road to the US 98 Bypass.

The Recommended Build Alternative presented at the study’s Public 
Hearing on November 4, 2009 was consistent with the Pasco MPO 
2025 Cost Affordable Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) in 
place at the time. Subsequent to the Public Hearing, the Pasco 
County MPO adopted their 2035 LRTP on December 10, 2009.  The 
adopted 2035 Cost Affordable Roadway Plan contains an additional 
roadway segment on US 301 between US 98 (SR 700) and CR 52A 
where six-lanes are proposed in addition to the six-lane roadway 
section on US 301 from south of CR 54 to Kossik Road.  

Therefore, currently the Recommended Build Alternative consists of 
widening US 301 to a six-lane roadway facility in Segment A (from 
south of CR 54 to north of Kossik Road) and a portion of Segment 
C from south of US 98 (SR 700) to CR 52A. The section of US 301 
between Kossik Road and Wire Road will be used to transition the 
proposed six-lanes in Segment A into the existing four-lane roadway. 
In the southbound direction, the section of US 301 from US 98 to north 
of Musselman Road will be used to transition the proposed six-lanes 
in Segment C into the existing four-lane roadway. Elsewhere within 
the study limits, the existing four-lanes on US 301 in Segments B-D 
(from north of Kossik Road to US 98 Bypass) will remain as is. 

The recommended typical section for the six-lane widening is a low-
speed urban typical section within Segment A, and a rural typical 
section within the portion of Segment C between US 98 to and 
CR 52A.  These typical sections are contained in the separately 
prepared Project Development Summary Report. To minimize traffic 
congestion and improve safety north of Kossik Road, Transportation 
System Management (TSM)  improvements will be provided at three 
signalized intersections: Centennial Road, Morningside Drive, and 
US 98 Bypass. The previously recommended TSM improvements at 
CR 52A would be constructed as part of the widening in the portion 
of Segment C.  



US 301 PD&E Study

2

The Public Hearing:
The public hearing was held on Wednesday, November 4, 2009 from 
5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the following location:

Zephyr Palms Event Center
4645 Airport Road
Zephyrhills, FL 33542

Prior to the hearing, a notice was published in the Florida Administra-
tive Weekly.  A legal display ad was published two separate times on 
October 14 and 28, 2009 in the St. Petersburg Times - Pasco Edi-
tion.  Copies of these ads are show in this scrapbook.

Approximately 380 affected property owners, agencies and interested 
citizens, as well as seven home owner’s associations in the study area 
were sent a newsletter invitation to the public hearing.  Approximately 
45 citizens and Department/consultant staff attended the hearing.  
Copies of the sign-in sheets are included in this scrapbook.  One 
verbal comment was given to the court reporter prior the formal 
portion of the hearing, three people commented on the project during 
the formal portion of the hearing (one person spoke twice with two 
comments), three written comments were received at the hearing 
and one written comment was received on November 20, 2009, after 
the offi cial comment period closed.

The informal portion of the public hearing was held from 5:00 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m. at Zephyr Palms Event Center in an open house format.  
Attendees were able to review study maps and exhibits, study 
documents, and to view a project video which ran continuously (in a 
separate room) during the informal portion of the hearing.  Department 
and consultant representatives were available during this time to 
answer any questions.  A court reporter was present throughout the 
hearing to record verbal comments.

The formal portion of the hearing began at 6:00 p.m. and was held in 

the main room at the Zephyr Palms Event Center. Mr. Ming Gao, the 
FDOT Department Head of the Intermodal Systems Development, 
moderated this portion  of the meeting.  His presentation covered 
introductions of FDOT staff, recognition of local public offi cials, 
the purpose of the hearing, reference to the exhibit with State and 
Federal laws cited, and methods of public comment.  Following his 
presentation attendees were given the opportunity to make verbal 
statements for the offi cial public record.  Three people spoke publicly 
and following the last speaker the formal portion of the hearing was 
adjourned at 6:08 p.m.  The informal portion resumed until scheduled 
end time of 7:00 p.m.  The transcript of the formal portion and all 
statements made to the court reporter are included in the study’s 
Comments and Coordination report.

Stations for right-of-way, access management and noise were set-
up to allow participants the opportunity to ask specifi c questions on 
these topics.  The stations were staffed by FDOT and consultant 
representative. Additional information provided at the hearing 
included the following study documents and reports:

Draft Project Development Summary Report
Draft Preliminary Stormwater Management Facilities Report
Draft Location Hydraulics Report
Draft Contamination Screening Evaluation Report
Draft Wetlands Evaluation and Biological Assessment Report
Draft Traffi c Technical Memorandum 
Draft Traffi c Technical Memorandum - Appendices
Draft Noise Study Report 
Draft Air Quality Memorandum
Final Cultural Resource Assessment Report
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Advertisements:

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District 7, will conduct a public hearing for the proposed 
improvements to US 301 (SR 39/Gall Blvd.) in Pasco County, Florida.  The proposed improvements are 
to US 301 from south of CR 54 (Eiland Blvd.) 
to the US 98 Bypass (SR 533), for a distance 
of 7.6 miles.

This public hearing is being conducted to 
give interested persons an opportunity to 
express their views concerning the location, 
conceptual design, and social, economic, 
and environmental effects of the proposed 
improvements and in accordance with 
Federal Executive Orders 11990 and 11988. 
The project proposes widening US 301 from 
four lanes to six lanes, from south of CR 54 
to north of Kossik Road and providing other 
improvements such as median modifications 
and intersection improvements from north of 
Kossik Road to the US 98 Bypass.

The draft project documents and other 
information will be available for review from 
October 15, 2009 through November 16, 
2009, at the FDOT District 7 (address below) 
and Zephyrhills Public Library, 5347 8th 
Street, Zephyrhills, Florida 33542 – phone: 
(813) 780-0064.  Persons wishing to submit 
written statements or other exhibits, in place 
of or in addition to oral statements, may do 
so at the hearing or by sending them to: Ming 
Gao, P.E., Intermodal Systems Development 
Manager, FDOT District Seven, 11201 N. 
McKinley Drive, MS 7-500, Tampa, Florida 
33612.  All exhibits or statements postmarked 
on or before November, 16, 2009 will become 
a part of the public hearing record.
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family 
status. Persons with disabilities who require special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or 
persons who require translation services (free of charge) please contact Manuel Santos, Project Manager at (813) 
975-6173 or (800) 226-7220, at least seven days prior to the meeting.

PUBLIC HEARING for US 301 (SR 39/Gall Blvd.) 
from south of CR 54 (Eiland Blvd.) to the US 98 Bypass (SR 533) 

Project Development & Environment (PD&E) Study
FDOT District 7, WPI Segment No: 408075 1, FAP No: 3112 020 P, Pasco County

November 4, 2009     5:00 PM to 7:00 PM 
 Formal Portion: 6:00 PM

Location: Zephyr Palms Event Center
4645 Airport Road  Zephyrhills, Florida  33542   (813) 779-7256

2   |   Wednesday, October 28, 2009   |   St. Petersburg Times      PAS      

tampabay.com/opinion

The adults, as they were prone 
to do, sat around the table in a 
cluttered room above the conces-
sion stand hashing out the mat-
ters that accompany running 
a Little League organization of 
more than 800 players.

We need to form a committee, 
one said, to install the sponsors’ 
advertising signs on the outfield 
fences.

It brought an incredulous 
response.

Forget it. You got the signs? 
Let’s go hang ’em.

That was Harry Olsen III. He 
was too busy rolling up his shirt-
sleeves to be distracted by the 
formality of a committee. Olsen 
was engulfed by an overwhelm-
ing enthusiasm to guide young 
athletes. Unlike many of us, his 
volunteering didn’t end with the 
conclusion of his own children’s 
games because his commitment 
to the community and its young-
sters extended beyond the sixth 
inning. You’d see him flipping 
burgers at the concession stand, 
lining the soccer fields at 8 on a 
Saturday morning, or putting 
on the umpire’s gear when the 
rest of the parents declined that 
thankless chore.

Over the past nine years, he 
was a director, coach and man-
ager at the Land O’Lakes Little 
League, was a founding mem-
ber of the Wesley Chapel Ath-
letic Association, and served as 
an assistant baseball and soft-
ball coach at Wiregrass Ranch 
High School. All those groups 
now face a significant void. 
Olsen died of apparent heart fail-
ure Oct. 23, a day after collaps-
ing at his job. He was 42. Surviv-
ing are his wife, Sarah, and three 
children — daughters Grace and 
Anna, and the oldest, Harry IV, 
a sophomore baseball player at 
Wiregrass Ranch.

Four nights ago, a distressed 
community of parents and chil-
dren gathered alongside a base-
ball field at the Land O’Lakes 
Recreation Complex to grieve. 
Seventy-two youngsters, all of 
whom had been coached by 
Olsen, walked the bases in an 
impromptu tribute. The Wire-
grass Ranch team led the pack 
and, as the first players touched 
home plate, they pointed sky-
ward. Some blew kisses.

That would have annoyed 
Olsen, someone remarked. He 
would have wanted the players 
to run. 

Olsen, it seemed, never 
stopped running between 
the baseball diamond in 
Land O’Lakes and the soccer 
pitch in Wesley Chapel. He was 
a leader, dedicating his time and 
effort toward the betterment of 
the sometimes-rival sports com-
munities, both of which sought 
upgraded athletic facilities from 
Pasco County earlier this decade.

Tired of kids playing soccer on 
a spit of turf earmarked for com-
mercial development at Meadow 
Pointe, Olsen, Tom FitzSimons, 
and 10 others pitched in $100 
each to start the Wesley Cha-
pel Athletic Association. It has 
grown into an umbrella group of 
more than 3,000 families play-
ing nine sports and now has the 
sprawling Wesley Chapel Dis-
trict Park as its home.

Olsen wasn’t shy about nag-
ging county commissioners for 

the playing fields to which, he 
said, the community’s children 
were entitled. He lobbied unsuc-
cessfully for a new taxing district 
to cover the multimillion-dollar 
cost and later learned a separate 
citizens group was investigating 
the pros and cons of Wesley Cha-
pel incorporating as a munici-
pal government. If it would help 
turn a vacant pasture into a soc-
cer/baseball and football com-
plex, Olsen was all for it. He even 
volunteered to a journalist that 
he would run for mayor. 

Such self-aggrandizement 
was not in his nature. Olsen 
wasn’t built for politics, he 
was built to be a catcher and 
a coach. I once watched him 
teach 7- and 8-year-old boys 
how to square up to bunt a 
baseball by pointing to his then 
bulky midsection and telling 
the youngsters he just held the 
bat level and turned his body 
so the pitcher could get a better 
look at his entire stomach. The 
kids laughed, but understood.

That, too, was Olsen. He was 
funny and gregarious and his 
face was seldom without a smile. 
He was a high-energy, dedicated 
role model, and we’d all be fortu-
nate to have our offspring emu-
late him. Olsen wanted children 
to compete, but he wanted them 
to learn. He stressed teamwork, 
integrity and the importance of 
families. Mostly, he wanted the 
kids to play and to have fun.

Saturday evening, as play-
ers and parents mourned his 
passing, a baseball game on an 
adjoining field paused to join the 
moment of silence. Again, there 
was speculation Olsen would 
have been perturbed at the ges-
ture and likely would have 
offered an alternative sentiment 
if given the chance:

Just let the kids play.

Late coach’s work lives 
on kids’ fi elds of play

C.T. BOWEN
Editor of Editorials

Your letters > Share your opinions   |   go to tampabay.com/letters

Under the surface, doubts   |   Oct. 25, article

School won’t dishonor dead
If, in fact, a cemetery does exist somewhere on 

that property, I do not feel it would be disrespect-
ing the dead to have a school built on that site.

I am a senior citizen who would be honored to 
have a school built on a cemetery site where I, or 
my ancestors, were buried. I do not feel the dead 
could possibly be disturbed by educating the next 
generation. I feel the $100,000 of our taxpayer 
money would be better spent on teachers and com-
puters for the school.

There are many ways to honor our ancestors 
and many ways to recognize our past. What bet-
ter place to honor the past and the future than in a 
place of learning? 
Geri Wojcik, Hudson

A waste of tax dollars
I read with interest how a local historian has cost 

the school district over $100,000 in scarce tax dol-
lars. This money would have employed about two 
teachers for one year. 
Thomas C. Bowen, Hudson

A lesson in impermanence   |   Oct. 23, article

Will PHCC honor Jesus?
Thank you so much for the enlightening arti-

cle regarding Pasco-Hernando Community Col-
lege’s Peace Week activities. As a public institution 
funded by taxpayers, it is encouraging to know that 

the Buddhist religion and the deity Chenrezig are 
being celebrated, as well as blessings from Bud-
dhist monks.

I am looking forward to the manger scene that 
will be displayed at Christmas and the large cross 
at Easter as well. Surely the prince of peace should 
be honored at PHCC now that a precedent has 
been set.
Gary Compton, Wesley Chapel

Don’t dump unwanted pets
A heartless person dropped kittens out of his 

or her car window in the middle of State Road 54 
between U.S. 19 and Rowan Road about 12:10 p.m.  
Oct. 19.

I can understand if you are too poor to have your 
female cat spayed and too poor to take care of an 
unwanted litter of kittens. 

I can’t understand a person is too stupid to real-
ize he or she can take unwanted kittens to an orga-
nization like Little Cats Rescue, or even the local 
SPCA.

If you are so heartless that you can’t sympathize 
with helpless kittens who are simply flung out into 
the middle of a busy highway so that you can get 
on with your busy day, then perhaps you can sym-
pathize with your fellow drivers, some of whom are 
cat lovers, who are horrified that you have chosen 
us to be your unwitting means of euthanasia.

To other readers who have some sense of human-
ity, please support thelittlecatsrescue.org and other 
local animal shelters.
Sandra Cicero, New Port Richey

Letters for publication should be addressed to Letters to Editor, St. Petersburg Times, 11321 US. 
19 Port Richey, FL 34668. They can be sent by fax to (727) 869-6233 or through our Web site at 
www.tampabay.com/letters. They should be brief and must include the writer’s name, address 
and telephone number.

Share your 
opinions
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 Notice: 7741199 
 Notice of Meeting/Workshop Hearing 

Department: DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

The Florida Department of Transportation, District Seven announces a hearing to which all persons are 
invited.

DATE AND TIME: November 4, 2009, 5:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

PLACE: Zephyr Palms Event Center, 4645 Airport Road, Zephyrhills, FL 33542

Subject: The Florida Department of Transportation, District Seven invites you to 
attend and participate in a public hearing for the Project Development and 
Environment (PD&E) study for the proposed improvements to US 301 (SR 
39/Gall Blvd.) from south of CR 54 (Eiland Blvd.) to the US 98 Bypass (SR 

A copy of the agenda may be obtained by contacting: Ming Gao, PE, Intermodal Systems Development 
Manager, 11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-500, Tampa, FL 33612-6456. Pursuant to the provisions of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, any person requiring special accommodations to participate in this 
workshop/meeting is asked to advise the agency at least 7 days before the workshop/meeting by 
contacting: Manuel Santos, Project Manager, at (813)975-6173 or (800)226-7220 or 
manuel.santos@dot.state.fl.us. If you are hearing or speech impaired, please contact the agency using the
Florida Relay Service, 1(800)955-8771 (TDD) or 1(800)955-8770 (Voice). For more information, you may 
contact: Manuel Santos, Project Manager, at (813)975-6173 or (800)226-7220 or 
manuel.santos@dot.state.fl.us.

PRINT PUBLISH DATE: 10/9/2009   Vol. 35/40

NOTICE FILES: 

Copyright and Privacy Policies   Accessibility Statement
Copyright ©1999-2007 State of Florida, Department of State
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Newsletter, Comment Form & Speaker Card:

US 301 (SR 39/GALL BLVD.)
From south of CR 54 (Eiland Boulevard) to the US 98 Bypass (SR 533) 

Project Development & Environment Study
Project Newsletter No. 3 Pasco County, Florida
WPI Seg. No.: 408075 1  FAP No.: 3112 020 P October 2009

Florida Department of Transportation – District Seven

Public Hearing

November 4, 2009
5:00-7:00pm

Location:
Zephyr Palms Event Center

4645 Airport Road
Zephyrhills, FL 33542 

Dear Interested Citizen, Business Owner and Property Owner:
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) invites you to attend 
and participate in a Public Hearing regarding the Project Development 
and Environment (PD&E) study for the proposed improvement of US 301 
(SR 39/Gall Blvd.) from south of CR 54 (Eiland Blvd.) to the US 98 Bypass 
(SR533) in Pasco County. 
The hearing is intended to solicit comments from the public concerning 
the location, conceptual design, and the potential social, economic and 
environmental effects of the proposed improvements.  
This letter serves as notice to property owners that a whole or portion of 
their property is within 300 feet of the centerline of one or more of the 
alternatives evaluated.  However, this does not mean that all properties will 
be directly affected.
Study documents, such as maps, drawings, and other pertinent information 
depicting the project’s proposed improvements will be available for public 
review at the hearing and from October 15,2009 through November 16, 
2009 at either of the locations listed below:
Zephyrhills Public Library 
5347 8th Street
Zephyrhills, FL 33542
M-F: 9:00-7:00 p.m.; Sat: 9:00-12:00 p.m.
Florida Department of Transportation District Seven Office
11201 N. McKinley Drive
Tampa, FL 33612-6456
M-F: 8:00-5:00 p.m.
Department representatives will be available at the public hearing beginning 
at 5:00 p.m. to answer questions and discuss the project with attendees. 
Aerial photographs, project graphics illustrating the proposed improvements 
and estimated costs will be on display.  A video presentation will also 
be shown.  The formal portion of the hearing will begin at 6:00 p.m. and 
consist of a presentation by the FDOT followed by a public comment period. 
Following the formal portion of the hearing the informal open house will 
continue until 7:00 p.m.
Verbal statements, written statements and exhibits submitted at the hearing 
will become part of the official Public Hearing Record. Written statements 
may be provided on the enclosed comment form  by placing it in the 
comment box at the hearing or by mailing it to the address on the comment 
form. All comments must be postmarked by November 16, 2009 to become 
part of the official public record.
Persons who require special accommodations under the American with 
Disabilities Act or persons who require translation service (free of charge) 
should contact Manuel Santos, Project Manager at (813) 975-6173 or (800) 
226-7220 at least 7 working days in advance of the hearing.

Sincerely,

Ming Gao, P.E.
Intermodal Systems Development Manager

Page 2 US 301 (SR 39) – Public Hearing Newsletter

What is a PD&E Study?
A Project Development and Environment study or PD&E study is a comprehensive study conducted by the Florida 
Department of Transportation (FDOT).  The study evaluates social, cultural, economic and environmental effects 
associated with the proposed transportation improvements. 

This process is mandated by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other federal requirements when 
federal funds are to be used for a project.  It represents a combined effort by transportation professionals who analyze 
information and document the best alternative for a community’s transportation needs.  The PD&E study efforts are 
accomplished by working in cooperation with other state/federal agencies and local governments.  This coordination 
allows the Department to better determine the effects a transportation project will have on the natural and human 
environment.

Project History and Description
US 301 is currently a four-lane roadway that connects the cities of Zephyrhills and Dade City in eastern Pasco County. 
The Pasco County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) anticipates US 301 to play an ever increasing role in 
the movement and distribution of freight and goods throughout in Pasco County based on their 2025 Long Range 
Transportation Plan. 

In anticipation of these future traffi c demands, this PD&E study is being conducted to identify and evaluate various 
alternatives and to compare the effects they would have on the environment and the community.   

US 301 Improvements

The FDOT is conducting a PD&E study to evaluate alternative improvements along US 301 from south of CR 54 (Eiland Blvd.) 
to the US 98 Bypass (SR 533) in Pasco County, a length of 7.6 miles.

Motorists in Pasco County are faced with increased traffi c congestion and delay as demand from the County’s growth continues 
to place pressure on the existing transportation system. The objective of this PD&E study is to assess the effects of continued
growth along US 301 (SR 39/Gall Blvd.) and to provide documented environmental and engineering analyses, which will help 
the FDOT and the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) reach a decision on the type, conceptual design and location of 
the necessary improvements within the US 301 PD&E study limits.

This PD&E study develops a plan to accommodate future growth in an organized manner and to maintain mobility along a 
regionally signifi cant transportation corridor in a safe and effi cient manner. 

The FDOT has identifi ed that minimal environmental effects are anticipated to occur if the recommended build alternative is 
implemented. These effects include:

No anticipated adverse effects to threatened and endangered species•
No impacts to existing wetlands and fl oodplain encroachments•
No National Register of Historic Places (NRHP)-eligible or NRHP-listed cultural resources will be affected •
No relocations of residences or businesses is anticipated •

Details of all the environmental effects are documented in the PD&E study reports.  The public hearing is being held to gain 
public input on the recommended alternative. FDOT representatives will be available at the hearing to discuss the alternative 
and this study. 
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT?
You will have the opportunity to present your views concerning the proposed improvements during the hearing and for the 10 
days afterward.  Comments must be postmarked by November 16, 2009 to be included in the Official Public Hearing Record 
for this project.  Based on the comments received during the public involvement process, and continued coordination with 
the governmental agencies, the FDOT will recommend an alternative to FHWA for its approval. Location Design Concept 
approval is expected by Spring 2010.  All individuals on the mailing list will be notified by newsletter of the alternative 
approved by FHWA.

Study Schedule FDOT Adopted Five-Year Work Program 
Fiscal Years 2009/10 – 2013/14

Study Began Summer 2008 PD&E Study Underway

Alternatives Public Workshop June 3, 2009 Design FY 2014

Public Hearing November 4, 2009 ROW Acquisition Not Currently Funded

Study Approval Spring 2010 Construction Not Currently Funded

Figure 1 - Typical Six-Lane Urban Section

Recommended Build Alternative 

The Recommended Build Alternative consists of widening US 301 to a six-lane roadway facility from south of CR 54 to north 
of Kossik Road and maintaining the existing four-lanes on US 301 from north of Kossik Road to the US 98 Bypass. This 
alternative is consistent with the Pasco County MPO’s 2025 Cost Affordable Plan. 

The recommended typical section (Figure 1) for the six-lane widening is a low-speed urban typical section. The proposed 
features for this alternative include six 12-foot travel lanes (three in each direction), a 22-foot raised median, curb and gutter
on the outside and inside of the roadway and 5-foot sidewalks. This typical section requires 136-feet of right-of-way and will 
not require right-of-way acquisition. However, right-of-way will be required to construct stormwater management facilities.

The section of US 301 between Kossik Road and Wire Road will be used to transition the proposed six-lanes into the existing 
four-lane roadway. To minimize traffi c congestion and improve safety north of Kossik Road, Transportation System Management 
(TSM) improvements will be provided.  The TSM improvements include median modifi cations on US 301 from north of Kossik 
Road to the US 98 Bypass and intersection improvements at four signalized intersections: Centennial Road, CR 52A (Clinton 
Avenue), Morningside Drive, and US 98 Bypass.

Florida Department of Transportation, District Seven
11201 N. McKinley Drive
MS 7-500
Tampa, FL 33612-6456

RIGHT-OF-WAY ACQUISITION
We understand that when a transportation project proposes the acquisition of 
private property, you may have questions and concerns.  To better educate 
and inform you about the right-of-way acquisition process and your rights, the 
Department has created real estate acquisition and relocation brochures.  These 
brochures and other education materials  will be available at the public hearing.   

Copies of the brochures may also be found on our website:
http://www.dot.state.fl.us/rightofway/Documents.shtm

We are very interested in hearing your concerns and answering your questions. 
We encourage you to speak with the Department’s Project Manager or a Right-
of-Way Representative at your convenience.

NON-DISCRIMINATION LAWS AND 
REGULATIONS COMPLIANCE

Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, 
age, sex, religion, disability or family status.  Persons who require special 
accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act or persons who 
require translation services (free of charge) should contact Manuel Santos, 
Project Manager, at (813) 975-6173 or (800) 226-7220 at least seven days prior 
to the hearing.

WE WANT YOUR INPUT!

A successful PD&E study depends 
on everyone’s participation in the 

study process. We encourage 
your input throughout the study.

To provide comments, ask 
questions, and make suggestions 
about the study, please contact:

Manuel Santos, E.I.
Project Manager

FDOT District Seven
11201 N. McKinley Drive

MS 7-500
Tampa, FL 33612-6456

(813) 975-6173
(800) 226-7220

manuel.santos@dot.state.fl.us

Marian Scorza
Public Information Officer

FDOT District Seven
11201 N. McKinley Drive 

MS 7-100
Tampa, FL 33612-6456

(813) 975-6038
(800) 226-7220 

marian.scorza@dot.state.fl.us
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PowerPoint Presentation & Script:

Slide 1
The Florida Department of Transportation welcomes you to the Public 
Hearing for the US 301 (SR 39/Gall Boulevard), Project Development and 
Environment or PD&E Study.

This hearing is being conducted in partnership with the Federal Highway 
Administration.  It will present information about the proposedp p p
improvements to US 301 and will provide interested citizens, such as 
yourselves, an opportunity to ask questions and offer comments about the 
proposed improvements.

Slide 2
Tonight’s hearing will present information about the PD&E Study for US 
301. Located in Pasco County, the limits of the study are from South of CR 
54 (Eiland Boulevard) to the US 98 Bypass (SR 533), a distance of 
approximately 7.6 miles.  US 301 currently has four travel lanes (two in 
each direction).  For the purposes of this study, the entire project was 
divided into four segments.

The first segment, Segment  A, is from South of Eiland Boulevard to Kossik 
Road, a distance of approximately 2.0 miles Segment B is from Kossik 
Road to US 98 (SR 700), a distance of approximately 3.5 miles, Segment C 
is from US 98 to Morningside Drive, a distance of approximately 1.3 miles 
and finally, Segment D is from Morningside Drive to US 98 Bypass, a 
distance of approximately 0 8 milesdistance of approximately 0.8 miles

Slide 3
The objective of the PD&E Study is to provide documented environmental 
and engineering analysis which will help the FDOT and the Federal 
Highway Administration reach a decision on the type, conceptual design, 
and location of the necessary improvements within the US 301 study limits 
to accommodate future traffic needs and future growth along a regionally 
significant transportation corridor. This study satisfies the National 
Environmental Policy Act and other applicable policies regulations andEnvironmental Policy Act and other applicable policies, regulations, and
procedures.  Finally, this study seeks to obtain local community input and 
participation.
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Slide 5
Motorists in Pasco County are faced with increased traffic congestion and 
delay as demands from the County’s growth continues to place pressure on 
the existing transportation system.  In particular, ten developments have 
been proposed within the PD&E study area (7 residential and 3 
commercial).

Slide 6
The following graphic shows the existing and projected traffic volumes along 
the project corridor in the highlighted yellow boxes. The black numbers 
represent existing 2008 traffic counts while the red numbers represent the 
projected 2035 traffic volumes.

Slide 4
The conceptual design plans that have been developed for this PD&E study 
are consistent with the Pasco County Comprehensive Plan and the 
Metropolitan Planning Organization’s Cost Affordable Long Range 
Transportation Plan for the roadway segment from south of Eiland 
Boulevard to Kossik Road.  
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Slide 8
Three of the ten US 301 study intersections currently operate at poor 
levels of service during peak travel periods. These intersections include: 
Eiland Boulevard, US 98, and CR 52A (Clinton Avenue).  Although 
operational deficiencies are identified at select intersections, the existing 
year arterial analysis shows that all but one of the US 301 arterial segments 
between Eiland Boulevard and US 98 Bypass operate at LOS D or better.

Slide 7
The methodologies and procedures employed to analyze the quality of 
traffic flow and levels of service along the US 301 corridor is derived from 
the Highway Capacity Manual. Level of Service is determined by 
quantitative measures of effectiveness such as operating speed of vehicles, 
travel time, and vehicle delay. Similar to a student’s report card, a letter is 
assigned to a specific range of operation; with Level of Service “A” providing 
the most desirable level of traffic operations and Level of Services “F”the most desirable level of traffic operations and Level of Services F
providing the worst.

Slide 9
The No-Build Alternative consists of canceling the project or postponing 
improvements along the corridor.  If US 301 remains a four-lane roadway 
facility, five of the ten study intersections are expected to operate at failing 
levels of service during both the AM and PM peak periods. In addition, the 
study’s roadway segments closest to the Cities of Zephyrhills and Dade City 
are projected to operate at failing levels of service in the design year 
20352035.   

Although the roadway segments closest to Zephyrhills and Dade City would 
operate below acceptable LOS standards, the remainder of the corridor 
would still operate at an acceptable LOS in the design year 2035 with only 4 
lanes.
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Slide 10
Th R d d Alt ti i t f id i US 301 t i lThe Recommended Alternative consists of widening US 301 to a six-lane
roadway facility from south of Eiland Boulevard to north of Kossik Road and 
maintaining the existing four lanes on US 301 from north of Kossik Road to 
the US 98 Bypass. This alternative is consistent with the MPO’s 2025 Cost 
Affordable Plan.

The recommended typical section for the six-lane widening is a low-speedyp g p
urban typical section.  The proposed features for this alternative include six 
12-foot travel lanes (three in each direction), a 22-foot raised median, curb 
and gutter on the outside and inside of the roadway, and 5-foot sidewalks.  
This typical section requires 136 feet of right-of-way and will not require 
right-of-way acquisition along US 301.  However, right-of-way will be 
required in order to construct stormwater management facilities.

Slide 11
The section of US 301 between Kossik Road and Wire Road will be used to 
transition the proposed 6-lanes into the existing 4-lane roadway.  To 
minimize traffic congestion and improve safety north of Kossik Road, 
Transportation System Management (TSM) improvements will be provided. 
The TSM improvements include median modifications on US 301 from north 
of Kossik Road to the US 98 Bypass and turn lane improvements at four 
signalized intersections: Centennial Road Clinton Avenue Morningsidesignalized intersections: Centennial Road, Clinton Avenue, Morningside
Drive, and US 98 Bypass.

Transportation System Management can be defined as maximizing the 
existing system without adding capacity.  For example, TSM improvements 
can be intersection turn lane improvements, signals, sidewalks, or 
maximizing signal timing along the corridor These improvements do notmaximizing signal timing along the corridor. These improvements do not
add through lanes to the existing corridor.

Slide 12
This PD&E Study analyzes several factors to assess potential effects of the 
proposed improvements.
They include: Construction Cost, 
Right of Way Acquisition and Relocation Aspects, 
Floodplain Involvement,
W tl d E h tWetlands Encroachments,
Threatened and Endangered Species,
Noise and Air Effects,
Cultural and Historic Resources,
and Potential Contamination.
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Slide 13
There are advantages and disadvantages associated with the Build 
Alternative.

The advantages include:
Improved safety;
I d i l ti itImproved regional connectivity;
And, increased roadway capacity;

The disadvantage of the Build Alternative include:
Costs associated with the design, right-of-way acquisition, and the 
construction of the improvementsconstruction of the improvements.
In addition there may be temporary traffic disruption during construction and 
minimal environmental effects.

Slide 14
The No-Build Alternative is also considered a viable alternative and will 
remain so for the duration of the study.  Under this alternative, no 
improvements would be made to US 301.

Advantages of the No-Build Alternative include:
No new costs associated with design right-of-way acquisition orNo new costs associated with design, right-of-way acquisition, or
construction of the project.
No traffic disruptions due to construction activities.

The disadvantages of the No-Build Alternative include:
An increase in traffic congestion in some segments and intersections and g g
the corresponding safety concerns.
Continued deterioration of air quality caused by traffic congestion.

Slide 15
These potential effects are summarized in the Evaluation Matrix provided in 
your handout and on display in the graphics area. Project team 
representatives are here tonight to discuss any questions you may have 
regarding these subjects.
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Slide 16
Following the hearing, the study team will finalize all the documents and 
submit them to the Federal Highway Administration for review. We expect 
the study to be completed in Spring 2010, when the recommend alternative 
and the associated impacts of the alternative is reviewed and the project is 
granted location design and concept acceptance from the Federal Highway 
Administration.

Slide 17
Currently, design of the planned improvements is funded in 2014, while 
ROW and construction project phases are not funded in the FDOT’s Five-
Year Adopted Work Program.

Slide 18
Project representatives are on-hand for anyone who wishes to ask 
questions.  Department representatives are also available to address 
questions concerning right-of-way, access management, and traffic safety.
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Slide 19
Tonight’s hearing is a great opportunity for you to comment on this project. 
There are several ways to make comments as part of the public hearing 
record.  You can speak directly to the court reporter that is on hand this 
evening.

Slide 20
The court reporter will also take comments stated at a public forum which 
begins at 6:00 p.m.  The FDOT will moderate this formal public comment 
session and may limit speaking times.  Please complete a speaker’s card 
and drop it into the box at the sign-in table to indicate your interest to speak 
publicly.

Slide 21
You may also complete a comment form available at the comment table and 
drop it in one of the comment boxes tonight; or you can mail written 
comments to the address listed on the back of the comment form.  All 
submittals must be postmarked by November 16, 2009, to become part of 
the public hearing record.  All comments received, regardless of how they 
are submitted, will be reviewed and considered.
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Slide 22
Thank you for attending this Public Hearing for US 301 in Pasco County.  
We appreciate your participation in this project. 
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Public Hearing – Comment Form 
November 4, 2009 

 
NAME:   
ADDRESS:   
   
   
 
 
COMMENTS:  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 If you did not receive notice of the workshop, but would like to be included on the mailing list for 
this project, please check. 

 
NOTE: Please complete and place in the “Comments” box or mail to Ming Gao, P.E. 
at the address on the back of this Comment Form. We request that comments be 
postmarked by November 16, 2009 so project development can proceed. 
 
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability 
or family status. 

……………………….Fold……………………………………………………………………Fold………………………..

 _________________ 
 _________________ 
 _________________ 

Ming Gao, P.E., Intermodal Systems Development Manager 
Florida Department of Transportation – District Seven 
11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-500 
Tampa, Florida 33612 

…………………….Fold……………………………………………………………………Fold…………………………..

Name:

Organization:

Address:

Telephone Number:

E-mail Address:

Note: You may staple a Business Card

WPI Seg. No.: 408075 1
Public Hearing Speaker Card   November 4, 2009
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Sign-in Sheet:
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Public Hearing Photos:



US 301 PD&E Study

30




