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SUMMARY SHEET

Administrative Action

Final Environmental Statement

‘Description of Proposed Improvement

U.S. Highway 301 in the State of Florida traverses the state
from Sarasota northerly to the Florida - Georgia State line
just north of Jacksonville by way of Tampa, Zephyrhills and
Ocala. , ' S

The proposed improvement involves four-laning the portion of
U.S. Highway 301 between Tampa and Zephyrhills and is 22.9
miles in length. This portion of the U.S. 301 facility
functions as a minor arterial route. S

Probable EnVironmenta] Impact

The proposed improvement will provide a safe and efficient
transportation facility. It should have no significant effect
on wildlife behavior within the study area. There will be no
involvement with those lands described in section 4(f) of the
Department of Transportation Act. The proposed improvement
will not disrupt any established community, or any existing

"land use pattern that might exist. It will be necessary to

displace some homes and businesses but these have been held to
a minimum by the utilization of the abandoned railroad right-of-
way paralleling the existing facility on the east. *

Alternatives

Four alternatives were considered including a "do nothing"
alternative for this proposed improvement. The alternates were
analyzed on the basis of both engineering and ecological
feasibility. ' ' ,



5. (a) The following is a list of agencies from whom comments have
been solicited: 4

Interim Regional Coordinator (Environmental Protection Agency)
Department of the Interior (Deputy Assistant Secretary for
' Programs) ‘

U.S. Department of Agriculture

State Conservationist, U.S. Department of Agriculture

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Department of Transportation, Federal Railroad Administration
State Planning and Development Clearinghouse (For Distribution
to State Agencies)

Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council (For Distribution to Local
Agencies). g : L

(b) Of the agencies from'which comments were solicited, the
following have submitted comments:

State Conservationist, U.S. Department of Agriculture
Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council ,

6. Date to CEQ: 2-16-72
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION
DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT
PURSUANT TO SECTION 102(2)(c), P.L. 91-190

Project Reference: State Job Nos. 10260-1502, 10210-1503,
: . 14050-1511
Federal Aid Route No. 36
State Road 41 and 43, U.S. 301
Hillisborough and Pasco Counties, Florida

PURPOSE AND SCOPE

The purpose of this environmental impact statement;is,fb
analyze the effects of the proposed project on the natural and
social environment of the region through which it passes. The

natural environment is defined in this statement as the components

of the earth's T1ife support system: air, water, soil, plants,
animal life, etc. The social environment is described, herein,

as any human society and its various social and economic components.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT AND VICINITY

U.S. Highway 301 is a north-south federal highway serving the
southeastern coast‘of the United States. Within the State of
Florida, U.S. 301 serves as a principal arterial route from ndrth
of Jacksonville to Gainesville. From Gainesville, the classification
changes to a minor arterial route and serves the state southward
to Sarasota by way of Ocala and Tampa. The proposed project in-
volves the portion of the route from Tampa northerly to Zephyrhills
and is 22.9 miles in length. Imprerment of this portion of the
existing facility will connect the existing four-laned section north

of Interstate 4 with the existing four-laned section north of the
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city of Zephyrhills. | .
Projected.traffic’volume dafa indicates the need for multi-

]anihg this faci]ify, as the estimated 1997 average~dai1y traffic
projection is 22,360 vehicles. The projected traffic for 1979, two
years after the projected compTetiqn of construction is 11,220
average daily vehicles. )

Right—of-wéy width along the existing route varies from 200
feet in the southern portion‘to 100 feet in the‘northern portfon
The proposed 1mprovement w111 require a minimum r1ght of -way width
of 200 feet in the rural section and 100 feet in the urban section.

U.S. Highway 301 is a State and Federal pr1mary h1ghway The
right—of-way is not controlled access and the type of service to be-
provided is General Land Service.

The Department's first annual update bf the fP]an for Florida's
Principal Highway and Street Systems, 1970-1990", indicates that
this portion of U.S. 301 is to be improved to a four-laned facility
within the frame work of the 1970-1975 budget. |

Along this portion of the existing fac111ty, five stream
crossings are involved. They are Flint Creek, Holloman's Branch
Hillsborough River, Two Hole Branch, and Black Water Creek. The
Hillsborough River is the most significant crossing of the above
mentioned.

The proposed facility wi]] be rural except the porfion through
the City of Zephyrhills.

The City.of Zephyrhills is an urban community, (see map on
next page), and serves the surround{ng highly developed agricultural
areas. The City of Zephyrhills lies on the northerly end of the

proposed facility and is a small town of 2 squaré miles with an

i
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estimated popuiation of 5,000. Citrus groves, éqtt]e ranches,

dairy and pou]ﬁry fakmé, as well as 1ight*truck farms are to be
found in the surrounding areas of Zephyrhills.

-Agritu]tura] endeavor is the predominate feature of the area
affected by this proposed project, particularly in the horther]y
and easterly portions. The breat majority of the Tand suitable
for agricultural use is being so used. There afe some 1and area§
of considerable sizé that are not suitable for agricu]tura].usage
because they are low and subject to f]oodiﬁg for']ong'peinAS of
time. The largest area bf this type of land Ties on é%pher'éide
of the Hillsborough River and occupies the center portéon'of:the

- study area. This area contains approximately 30 square miles.

Another area of smaller size (2 square miles) lies in the southeast

% "l

portion of the study area and is knbwn as the Harney Flats.

Just west of the existing facility in the northern part of
Hillsborough County, lies the Hillsborough River State Park. This
park contains a land area of 2,810 acres and was visited by 239,119
persons during 1969. Access to that portion of the park developed
for public use can be made only by Highway 301."See map on next page,
At the present time, a considerable amount of work is planned by
the Southwest Florida Water Management District in the central and,;

- southern portion of the study area on the west side of the existing
alignment. The basic aim of the work pianned by this agency 1is
flood relief and water conservation. |

The major f]bdd relief facilities as planned for this area

‘fﬁ consist of the Tampa By-Pass Canal énd the lands which the Water
- Management District has a]réady acquired for eventual use as a flood

detention area (called Lower Hillsborough Flood Detention Area).
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The flood relief bpgration will function in_thﬁ following
manner' during flood seasons, dams on the Hillsborough River will
ho]d flood waters temporarily backed up in the flood detent1on are&
until the flood waters can be disposed of under controlled conditions
through the by-pass canal to the east of Tampa; this will be in coh—
trast to the past periodic flooding along the down stream river
channel which goes through the Tampa Urban Area.

The flood detention area, which also will be uSed for grpund
water recharge, is a 28.5 square mile tract of land. 'This area
is bounded on the south and east by the existing a11gnment of ‘high-
way 301 and occup1es a large part of the low 1ying areas a]ong the
H11]sborough River. A portion of the aforementioned state park is

 § within this Lower Hillsborough Flood Detention Area. In addition
to flood relief, this area is planned for recreational and wildlife
conservat1on use.

"The proposed highway improvement will not directly affect the
Southwest Florida Water Management District, since no right-of- way
will be taken from the west side of the existing facility. See
1and use map on next page.

The "1968 Highway Functional Classification Systems", has
classified this section of U.S. 301 as a "Minor Arterial" highway.
The functions of such a fac111ty 1nd1cate that the route would
serve 1nterc1ty and intercounty rather than cross- -state traffic.

The “Tampa Bay Regional Highway Study—Inter1m Plan for 1985"
indicates the portion of U.S. 301 bejng improved’is an arterial
highway of regional significance. A summary report of the Tampa
Urban Area Transportation Study entitled "The Principal Street

and Highway Plan - 1985" indicates that this route should be improVéd.
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to a multi-Taned facility.
“The Tampa Bay Regional Planning Counéil's long-range plan
dbnc]uded that this project is of régioha] significancé, and
the proposed widening and fmprovements to U.S. Highway 301 con- '
‘stitute a vital and necessary improyement in transportation access
for the northern part of th; Tampa Bay Region. Furthermore, the
.Counci] has certified that this project conforms to regional plans,
goals, and objectives. See relative highway facilities map on
page 10. |
‘At pfesent, U.S. Highway 301 is not in the tentatjve/Five Year
Construction Plan and Work Program which covers thé time period be-
tween July 1, 1971, and June 30, 1976. This status cbu]d change
because the Five Year Construction Plan and Work Program is updated
quarterly, and has amendments made between quarters.
Study was first begun on thfs portion of U.S. Highway 301 in
1970 by Watson and Company, a consulting engineéring firm, for
the Department of Transportation. Watson and Company has progressed
with the study to the point of submitting a final draft Corridor
Location Report to the Department of Transportation. From this
submittal, the Department of Transportation started preparing
this Draft Environmental Impact Statement.
Economic activity in the general study area is increasing
at the present time and would be stimu]ated by the reduced traveT
time achieved by using a more modern highway faci]ity. It would
follow that émp]oyment opportunity would be increased by increased
 ;§ economic activity. The proposed facility should give improved k
accessibility over the current access provided by the'éxisting

facility.
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‘The‘existing strip of righ@-of-way a]ong thé,pregent alignment
has been acQuired and is accounted for on4the tax rolls. .The tax
base for the aajacént highway frontage has been estab]ished‘but"
will require adjustments as development and changes in the

character of the area occur.
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" Road 54 to the north and Interstate 4 to the south, in addition
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Re]ative Highway Facilities - ]
~The transportat1on needs of the general area to be served o R

by the proposed improvement are met at present by Interstate 75

and State Road 579 to the west, State Road 39 to the east, State

.to the existing U S. Highway 301. Ex1st1ng U.S. Highway 301

serves as a direct link between the cities of Tampa and Zephyrh11ls

and carries the majority of traffic between these two cities.
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PROBABLE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT

-

The proposed facility, by features 1ncorporated into its de51gn,,
w111 provide for safe and efficient transportat1on at trave] speeds
commensurate with the area traversed.

This proposed improvement should have no s1gn1f1cant effect

on wildlife behavior within the area. Perhaps any wildlife which

has a ranging pattern involving areas on both sides of the corridor
location will be affected to some deQNee'by the proposed facility.
That 15, there will be a greater distance for wildlife to cross
from one side of the h1ghway to the other side, therefore, there
might be a greater hazard to them due to the expected increased
traffic vo]ume.b |

The Department's Relocation Assistance Program makes available
the listings of decent, safe, and sanitary housing (both resi-
dential and commercial) available fcr sale or for rent in this
area and which are available to persons without regard to race,
color, religion, or national origin, suitable in price, size, and
condition for displaced persons to the extent they are available.
The Relocation Assistance Program will be administered by District
Relocation Assistance agents,'persons who have been spécifica]]y |
assigned full-time jobs essisting highway construction displacement
part1es in a manner which will be documented so as to assert its
full comp11ance with federal regulations.

The ma30r1ty of the proposed project is through a rural area

and since the area is sparsely populated, any adverse effects

from increase of noise to the surround1ng area will not affect large

numbers of people.
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Development of Fort Foster, a historical s1te, to the east

of the present Hillsborough R1ver State Park is planned by the

Department_of Natural Resources. Construction along the existing

~alignment should create incentiVe for this planned development

and any future development of»existing parks and wildlife refuges.

; The proposed project through use of the existing alignment
will‘not significantly disrupt any estab1ished community.

The additional right-of-way‘requirement'wou1d not divide any A
existing land use pattern.

The proposed highwey improvement may have an 1ndirect;future
effect oh the undeveloped lands in their capaeify as a watershed
area. This consideration is discussed more in depth in the section
of this report entitled "Short—Term vs Long-Term Effects" and
“Irreversible and Irretrievable Commitments of Resources"” .

Use of the present a]ignment would have minimal effect on
drainage surface flow patterns as they now occur; however, Uti]-
jzation of any one of the other a1ternate$ could cause a greater
degree of modification to the surface,drainage flow patterns. The
construction along an alternate or new location would involve a new
highway drainage system, (ditches, culverts, etc.) which would be
imposed on lands, that at present, have a more ecologically favoréb]e
natural surface flow. o

Some involvement with aquat1c areas w111 occur, these in-
volvements are the Hillsborough River, Blackwater Creek, Hollomans
Branch, Two Hole Branch and Flint C(eek, Construction of additional
bridge structures wi]] be invo]yed’at these sites in order to
fulfill requirements for upgrading the present facility to the

desired and necessary standard. Generally speaking, the main
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overa1} effect to these bodieS of water will be the temporary
’effecfs occurring during the construction phase of the project.
Thht is, temporary increases in water turbidity resulting from
construction operations can be éxpected; however, efforts will

be ﬁade to minimize these tewporary effects aS defined in the
Spéciaf Provisions Section of the Florida Department of Trans-
portation “Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construc-

tion".
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ALTERNATIVES

rg

Between the two termini, threekroutes;were chosen and
aﬁa]yzed along with a do nothing alternative on a basis of both
engineering and ecb]ogica] feasjbiﬁty.~ See Alternate Location
Map on next page.
The first alternative cons%dered, involves the option of
doing nothing. Existing US 301 is a direct link between the cities
of Tampa and Zephyrhills. The projected traffic volumes between
the above mentioned cities based on historical traffic data has
been projected to the year 1997. These traffic volumes indicate
the need for an improved, higher cépacity facility between the
ébové mentioned cities. As the traffic on.the existiﬁg facility
 § ~increases, it will reéch a point where the capacity of a two—]anedv
facility will no longer handle the traffic efficiently, thereby,'
lowéring the level of service to a degree were fhe facility will
become unsafe. With the lowering of the level ofvservice;'an
increase in noise and air pollution will occur. Noise would in-
crease because of the acceleration and deceleration of traffic
caused by the constriction of the traffic flow imposed'on the
existing facility. The increase in air pollution will come about
because the vehicles are not allowed to operate without undue speed
changes wﬁich in turn causes an incomplete burning of gases. |
Prior to reaching the unsafe levels mentioned above, a portion
of the fncreased traffic would have to be diverted from the exist-
ing'facility to a parallel cqrridor‘in keeping with the Departmentfs
responsibi]ity to provide fast,,safé, and efficient transportation.
Since the capacity for a four-laned highwéy is approximately four

times as great as a two-laned facility, one of these parallel
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facilities would fequire additiona] 1anes,before the year 1980.

By’not improving the present alignment, the poof trave] con-
ditions might serve to discourage undesirable deve]opment of the.
adJacent watershed 1ands, however, 1eav1ng the ex1st1ng facility

unimproved will not guarantee that development of the watershed

area would not occur anyway.

The social environment (population, urbanization; automobi]es,

~etc.) is on the increase. So the choice 11es between e1ther

stabilizing the social env1ronment or 1ncreas1ng transportation
facility capacities. ’Since, at present, no significant actions

are being taken to stabilize the'SOCial environment, improvements
in traﬁsportation facilities to handle increased traffic volumes
are essential. Zoning festrictions wi]]_have to be provided by the
local authorities to protect the watershed area from urbanization,

rather than the unacceptable a]ternative of not improving the

facility in order to discourage urbanization.

Since the existing alignment offers a rather direct routing,
a corridor encompassing the existing alignment was studied as fhe
"Existing Alternate". The second corridor studied was defined as
"Corridor A". This alternate consisted of}an'easter1y relocation

at the southern end of the study area, using the existing alignment

‘through the central portion and a westerly relocation in the north-

erly end of the study area. This westerly relocation would remove
the highway from the center of Zephyrhi]Ts and by-pass the town
along its western side. The third corridor studied was defined

as "Corridor B", the location of which was to the west of the
Hi]]sborough River generally and followed the alignment of State

Road 579 {(Morris Bridge Road)kto a point just north of the county
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Iine;'af this point;’the corridor would lTeave the existing a]ignment{;
of State Road 579 and continue its general northeaster]y d1rect1on “f;
to its connection with the existing four-lane sect1on of u.s. 301 |
Just north of Zephyrhills. The'route taken by th1s corridor

would also remove the highway from the center of Zephyrhills.

EXISTING CORRIDOR

The souther]y section of this route (approx1mate1y 5 5 m11es’
in length) has been relocated and rebuilt with acquisition of '
additional right-of-way along the wester]y side for future multi-
laning. A section of approXim&te]y 2.6 miles in length is pre~-

ksént]y under reconstruction aé a state financed project. This

reconstruction lies to the west of the existing roadway. Upon

)

completion of this prbject, the use of the existing roadway will
be ‘abandoned. This abandoned.rdédway will be rebui]t for use aS
the northbound roadway of future multi-laning. The remaindef of
this section of Highway 301,wou1d require additional right-of-way.
The Seaboérd Coastline Railroad right—of—way is parallel and
adjacent to Highway 301. At}present, thé Seaboard,Coastline Rail-
road is in the process of abandoning this right-of-way. Additional
right-of-way reqqirements from the northern end of the state
financed project to the north could possibly come from this aban-
doned railroad right-of-way. Seé attached letters, page 24-26.
The existing routing of the highway through the City of
Zephyrhills would require additional right-of-way if this highway

facility were to be multi-laned. Since the majority of the city's

e

business establishments are located a]ohg this route, the acquisition
of add1t10na1 right-of-way and the dlsrupt1ons caused by the recon-.

struction would seriously affect this group. For these reasons,
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an eastef]y relocation through the4céntra1 and nbrthef]y part

of town was cons1dered as part of this corr1dor This relocation

would sw1ng over into the ex1st1ng right-of-way of the old Seaboard R

Airline Ra11road. Following the merger of this railroad with the
Atlantic Coastline Railroad, to form the Seaboard Coastline Railroad
the track that had occupied %his right-of-way was removed._»This |
right-of-way parallels the existing route’of Highway 301 through
‘town diverging as it reaches the northern city limits. The pro-
posed relocation would follow the railroad right—of-way to the city
limits where it would swing to the east to connect with the existing
multi-Taned section. Estimated monetary cost 1ncurred through the R
use of the existing corr1dor are" roadway construct1on $5 328,000;
‘br1dge construction $1 190, 400, r1ght of -way $264, 225 -'for a tota]
cost of $6,782,625. | | '

CORRIDOR "A"

Corridor "A" would depart from the present alignment in the
vicinity of the southern terminus of the study area, then proceed
northeasterly, passing through the west part’of Thonotosassa and
rejoining the existing route of Highway 301 at a point just soutﬁ
of Flint Creek. The corridor then occupies the existing route
to a point approx{mately one mile north of the county line. At
this point, the corridor turns to a more ndrther]y direction, pass-
ing to the west of Zephyrhills and joining the existing route at
the northern terminus.

This corridor would requiré‘right-of-way acquisition and new’
highway construction for approximéte1y 11.3 miles, and additiona]
right-of-way p]us reconstruction of existing highway for a diStance‘

of some 9.6 miles. Corridor "A" crosses Harney Flats, a low, flat
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marshy areas wh1ch would offer construct1on problems that would

be costly to overcome. Through the rema1nder of the route, the
1aﬁds would not present any special construction problems, however,
these lands are highly developed agricultural Tandsﬁor resi- '
‘dential property, and would, therefore, represent a relatively

high right-of-way cost. Estimatéd monetary investments which would
be required with the use of Corridor "A" are: roadway construction
$7,574,000; bridge construction $1,128,000; right-of-way $586,170 -
for a total cost of $9,288,170. |

CORRIDOR "B"

Corridor "B", the third corridor studied, departs from the
existing route just north of its intersection with the Seaboard
Coastline Railroad appkoximate]y 2.5 miles north of the southern
terminus of the study area. Upon 1eaving'the existing route, the
corridor shifts to the west, connecting with an existing federal
aid secondary road known locally as Morris Bridge Road and officially
designated as State Road 579. - This corridor generé]]y follows the
existing route of this road to a point just north of the ccunty Tine.
Here, the Corridor prOCeeds in a northeasterly direction passing west
of the City of Zephyrhi]]s and ending at the northern terminus.

If this route were chosen for the Tocation of the multi-lane
improvements to this highway, approximately 9.5 miles of new con-
struction and right-of-way acquiSition would be required. Also,

8.6 miles would require more right-of-way than now exists, and 11.3
miles of reconstruction of existing'roadway would be necessary. ’The
only unusual feature anticipated in the constructibn phase of this
route would be the necessity to build that portion of the highway

lying in the p]annéd flood relief area adjacent to the Hillsborough
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River to such an e]evat1on that flooding would not occur during
high water periods. This would require extra heavy grad1ng through
th%s area and'wouldrincrease the construction costs accordingly.
Estimated monetary costé which‘WOuld occur with thé‘use of Corridér
- "B" are: roadway construction $8,012,000; bridge construction

$1.,166,400; right-of-way $626,910 for a total cost of $9,805,310.
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- SHORT-TERM EFFECTS COMPARED TO LONG-TERM EFFECTS

. The immediéte short-term effects will be rather limited and
insignificant, due to the use of an existing alignment in con-

Junction with a contiguous railroad right-of-way on the east

~side which is to be abandoned. However, certain inherent factors

~about this project could -contribute or be one factor in a series

of events which could cumulatively bring about a futuré change in

Iand use for fhe area. On the east side of the present alignment,
northeast of Lake Thonotasassa, a large area of undevlioped pasture-
lands is located. This area functions as a contributind watershed

for the'Hillsborough River and the corresponding Water Management
District Flood Detention Area. These lands should always be presérved
as a non-urbanized green belt area so that they can continue to

serve in their important capacity as a part of the watershed for the
Tampa metropolitan area; this concept is recognfzed in the county
zoning pian of the Hi]]sbofough Couhty Planning Commission. Yet,
Qiewed in perspective, economic forces have historically tended to
eventually determine land use (whether or not in conformity) when
marketability and demand pressures build up. The'area's proximity

to the Tampa Urban Area, along with the increased safety,»convenience,
and reduced travel time to Tampa'cou]d serve to increase the

marketability and development potential of these adjacent lands.

Hence, this proposed improvement could contribute to an undesirable

. Tong~-range effect, though it need not do so if local authorities will

continually be alert for these undesirable development possibilities
and will make’appropriate provisions to protect the long-term pro-
ductivity of the watershed lands, then it can be said that this

proposed road improvement w11] be a long-term benefit to the social
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environment with no significant effect to the natural environment.

EVALUATION FOR ANY IRREVERSIBLE AND IRRETRIEVABLE
COMMITMENTS OF RESQURCES

kThe highway passes through an important wétersﬁed area. There;
fore, if this improvement should Sekve as a cata}yst for industrial,
‘commercial, and residential déveiopment of the watershed land, the
resulting drainagé, bui]dings,»paved over areas, etc. might bring
about an irreversib]e change in the watershed capabilities. However,
the highway improvement itself will have Very insignificant effects
and will contribute much as a social benefit fulfilling a trans-
portation need. When the highway is improved,.it will be the
responéibi]ity of the Tocal government to recognize that urbani-
zation could constitute an irreversible change in the subject Tands
role as a watershed area. Corresponding, it will be the responsi-
bility of thé local authorities to circumvent future eéonbmié pres-
sures for development thrdugh strict enforcement of zoning p]ahs set
up to protect this important watershed area;kSince jurisdiétion over
land use control resté will local officials, it will be their govern-

ing performance which eventua1]y determines whether or not this

proposed facility will be a factor in any irreversible or irretriev- 

able commitments of resources. In summary it can be said that the
facility itself will not invp]ve any importaht irreversible or

irretrievable commitments of resources.

Y
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UNAVbiDABLE ADVERSE EFFECT

The items which canAbe considered unavoidable adverse effects

will be of minor significance. Diminishing of some properties

- fronting along the proposed alignment as a result of the required

additional right-of-way (most of which will be fnythe‘Zephyrhi]]s
area) and the few personé and businesses that will be'deplaced
can be considered the only unavoidable adverse effects of any con-

seduence._ A temporary increase in water turbidity cduld be con-

sidered an unavoidable adverse effect, but it will be minimized by

Florida Department of Transportation‘standard specifications for
construction at and near streams.
| The above described unavoidable effects can be anticipated

if U.S. Highway 301 is to be jmproved'to a modern, safe, and

~efficient highway faci1ity~in its function as the main highway

connecting Zephyrhills and Tampa.

e

¥ i

N
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Engineering Department
Jacksonville, Florida 32202

A R T . . C ’ S D

3

T, B RUTCHTSON T ST ey M . L - S TELEPHONE 353.2018

. December 22, 1971  50188-CP-56-F

ltr. G. S. Burleson, Sr.ﬂ o
‘Asst. State Utility Engineer - :
Florida Department of: 'Iransportatlon
Tallahassee, Flanda 32304. S

Dear kr. BurIesan-

Reference telephone conversatlnn w:Lth my cfflce yes‘terday
concerning abandomment of maln line right of way beﬁqeen Thonotosassa
and Zephyrhllls, Fla, e O

[ l‘le wlsh ta advzse that “track mll be removed from a pomt in
. close proximity to Thonotosassa to a point near Zephyrhills. . The right -
) - of way will be available and I have been authorized to advise you that
~ the Florida Department of Transportatmn will be glven fz.rst oppo:ctunlty
to acquire the abandoned rlght of way. : : .

"‘fn_’,;Yours very truly, A

“ \g“ o : R
LH |4¢C d .._A.:_[77MZW
T IDEW 81 - '__t"'Ase'sigtant Vice President
KJH | ' =
v’t/;D b‘z ? 4 i - | . x‘;""w‘z:»’N
) q'.'\ C:i b U(\ .
cJ3 | SR EN
‘ 1'\"4 it './
} ~ oo -
_ur IR RECEIVED ‘,,
&1 U)‘ ]l 1779 {.::% % i".{ L!:'_Q ;oz-
:‘: ‘g:g Doswanr Bureau ‘f,.':’ :
‘.'} ./ ” k> ! ?cQ' \
i ,fc}(gror v €
/ R i
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, Engmoenng Department , ‘
~ Jacksonville, Florida 32202 . ' ‘ -,f s

¥

T. B. HUTCHESON : ' LT : ’ TELEPHONE 353-2081
ASSISTANT VICK PRESIDENTY . - . - s : AREA CODE 804

December 29, 1971 50188-CP-56-F »
‘ : ' * 150-H-Fla.(Thonotosasga)-

- DEG 3.0 1971,
Mr. G. S. Burleson, Sr.v‘f

Asst. State Utility Engmeer S FU : 'V KH L}P@ o !
Florida Department of Tiansportatlon - e T KJH '
Tallahassee, Florlda 32304 L e : . :

Dear Mr. Burleson-

Further reference is made to telephone conversatlon w1th Mr. ‘
Free of my office on December 21 and our letter to you of December- AUFV\
Ty 1971, regarding abandonment by the Railroad of our main llne tracks .
g ‘between Zephyrhllls and Thonotosassa, Pla. ' -

There is attached a small scale plan on whlch the track aban-
donment is colored in yellow. I might add that contractor is now removing
trackage for our account. Track will be removed from a point 1,400 feet
north of Mile Post ARF-B41l south of Zephyrhllls to a point 2,000 feet :
north of Mile Post ARF—854, Ihonotosassa. Thls is a total of 12. 9 mlles.

All of the track to be removed with the exceptlon of a short
segment northeast of State Road 39, parallelsthe east side of U. S. 301,
State Road 41. As further information, I would like to advise that the
Pasco - Hillsborough County line is 1,936 feet south of Mile Post ARF- -~
845. It is understood that after you proceed with your appraisal, etc.,
you will make a definite offer for the abandoned right of way between v
points mentioned above and shown on print. We do have other offers for

the property in question but w1ll awalt offer from the Florida Department
of Transportation. o :

Yours very truly, ; B

/7 Lﬁ//z,c/

A551§tant Vlce Pre51dent

ey

Ci??l?gyn\\\ . S SRR e
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DISCUSSION OF COMMENTS RECEIVED

Upon ahaTysfs of 31] data géthered, the Florida Department
of Transportation concluded that few, if any, controversial issues
would be raised by implementation of the proposed improvements and
that few significantly detrimental social, economic, or environmental
issues would be raised by’the proposed action. This conc]usion Ted
to the pyb]ication of notices‘fof "opportdnity for corridor location
public hearing "as a]]dwed.by PPM 20-8. Since no responses were
received within the alloted time period, no public heering was he]d;

During the review period for the Draft Envirohmenta] Statement
one comment was received from the,State Conservafionist's office of
the U.S. Department of Agrieu]ture and one cemment was received from
the Tampa Bay Regional P]anning Cbunci]. No other,commenfs were
received during the review peried. |

The Department of Agriculture concurred with the choice of
alternates, but expressed concern that erosion would be a problem
during cohstruction of drainage structures.

In response to this’expressee concern by the Department of
Agriculture, I would like to direct the readers attention’to Section
104 (Prevention, Control, and Abatement of Erosion and Water Pollu-
tion) of the Florida Department of Transportation's standard speci-
fications for road and bridge construction which gives on-site state
personnel adequate authority to prevent significant erosion during
construction. This Section requires the contractor to submit his
plans for control of erosion, restrict the operation of machinery
near natural streams, construct both temporary and permanent erosion

control devices as directed, and to remove any sediment occuring
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as the result of the construction. Specifically Subsection 104-6

deals with the actual measures to be accomplished during the con-

struction period. This subsection deals with those measures men-

tioned in the comments from the Department of Agriéu]ture and limit
the area of erodible earth uncovered at one time to 750,000 square
feet and completely covers thé use of temporary grassing or arti-
ficial coverings, sodding, sediment bésins,_sediment checks, and
other préventative or}correctiVevmeasures.‘ The'contro1 for apply-
ing these measures are based oh the’variables of the site condition,
but perhaps thé most significant subsection is Section 104-9 Which
reads: "In thé'event of differences between these requirements
and pollution control laws, rules, or regu]ations of other State,
Federal, or local agencies, the more restrictive laws, fu]es, or
regulations shall apply". |

The comment received frombthe Tampa Bay Regional Planning
Council is summarized by the second paragraph which states: "“The
staff finds the project's Environmental Impact Statement to be
adequate. We concur in the statement that little impact is likely".

Copies of the above comments from reviewing agencies are

included in the remaining pages of this statement along with a noti-

fication of expiration of the review period for the draft version
of this statement, and a certification of non-involvement of 4(f)

Tands.
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
SOIL. CONSERVATION SERVICE

State Office, P. 0. Box 1208, Gainesville, Florida 32601

March 15, 1972

Mr. W. N. Lofroos, P. E.

Chief, Bureau of Planning

Florida Department of Transportation
Burns Building

Tallahassee, Florida 32304

. s e N

Subject: State Job No. 10260-1502, 10210-1503, 14050-1511
' ' Federal Job No. F-036-1(4)
State Roads 41 & 43
Hillsborough & Pasco Countles, Florida -

Dear Mr. Lofroos:

The draft environmental impact statement for the subject
job in Hlllsaorough and Pasco Counties, Florida, was re-
-ferred to both the Soil Conservation Service Washington
office and the Florida State office for review and comment.
This letter will constltute vomments from both offices.

g

Our comments will be llmlted to the effects that the pro-
posed project would have on agricultural lands and erosion
and sedimentation of the water resources in the area. The
draft statement analyzed three corridors for the proposed
improvements. We would strongly urge that your favored
corridor of improving the existing location be used. Either
corridor A or B would involve a considerable amount of-agri—
cultural acreage. Also, either of these corridors would in-
volve the construction of several bridges and would also be
disruptive of the natural stream flow in the area. The
existing corridor also serves as a line of separation between
the Hillsborough River flood plain and the Hillsborough River
State Park and the agricultural lands which lie to the east.

Even the improvement of the existing corridor or road location
will involve the rebuilding of several major stream crossings
along with the improvement or enlargement of culverts on many
smaller tributaries. Unless due consideration is given to the
erosion and sedimentation aspects of this project, severe damage
to the streams in the area could oc¢cur. We feel that the impact
statemeat could have been improved significantly if these aspects
of the construction had been treated more positively. We would

L
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strongly urge that the amount of the area stripped of vegetation
at one time be carefully controlled to avoid long exposure of
the bare soil condition. Also, it would be advantageous to
consider such measures as temporary vegetation, sodding of
critical areas and approaches to bridge abutments and culverts,
debris or catchment basins and other conservation practices

as may be appropriate to avoid excessive erosion.

Sincerely, ,

Q7. J(@arbe,

Hampton Burns\™ ' C?
State Conservationist

)@yu@

ce: " N - o ,
I. C. Byerly, Office.of the Secretary, USDA, Washington, D.C.
K. E. Grant, Administrator, SCS, Washington, D. C. '

e
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TAMPA BAY REGI@NA& (R 91 ‘*\XG COUNCEL

- 3151 Third Avenue North Suite 540 W
St. Petersburg, Florida 33743 = . A

:‘ 1
4 i

March 27, 1972 . -,

Mr. W. N, Lofroos, P, E.
- Chief, Bureau of Planning . -~ . -
Florida Department of Transportatlon i
Burns Building ¢ 0w
Tallahassee, Flomda 32304 i

Subgect 'TBRPC Clearmghouse Review: #77-71 (BIS) for State Job T R
| ~'No, 10260-1502, 10210-1503, 14050-1511 State Road No's. . .. = . . -
41 and 43 (US 301) "‘“Hxllsborough and PaSCO Countxes. - ol '

" Dear Mr. Lofroos~'~-

* h accordance with the provisions of the Office of Management and Budget
Circular A-95 (revised), the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council has
. revxewed the Environmental Impact Statement for the above referenced
.pro;]ect T R : : : S

 The staff finds the project's Environmental Impact Statement to be adequate,
L We concur m the statement Lhat 11tt1e envxronmental unpact is hkely.

v, ; :
ot

If we can be ‘of further assxstance, please call upon us,

-
1Y
14

Smcerely, ’

Doove

Norman H Thompson, J?

D1rector - - _ : R ST e N
cc: State Planning and Developmeht Clearinghouse
0 - : B & ORI MaR 2 8 1972
, S oo g L ‘

-

Chairman-Kenneth D. Brumbaugh * Vice-Chairman-Herman W. Goldner  Secretary-Treasurer-Saundia 1. Rahn
Courthouse, Sarasota, Florida 33578 ; Gity Hall, St. Petersburg, Florida 33731 " Cicy Hall, Bradenton, Florida 33505
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pirs MEMORANDUM

April 12, 1972 State of Florida Department of Transportation

o Mr. C. W. Monts De Oca, District Engineer
Attention: Mr. John Burdin ;
FROM Mr. W. N. Lofroos, Pf E., Chief, Buresa la g
copEs To Mr. S. D. Draper, Mr. E. H. Hart
Mr. P. E. Carpenter (Attention: Mr. Caldwell)

supjgct State Job No. 10260-1502; 10210-1503; 14050-1511
, Federal Job No. F-03601(4)
State Road 41 & 43
Counties--Hillsborough and Pasco

This is to notify you that no further comments on the
subject submittal have been received from Clearinghouse ox
Federal agencies as of this date. All comments received by
this office have been transmitted to your district.

You are hereby authorized to proceed with the next step
of the project as all current Federal procedures with regard
to environmental review have been complied with. Please attach
a copy of this memorandum to the subject statement to indicate
compliance.

WNL:RFK/pa

! PLANNING  APR 1 3 197
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STATE OF FLORIDA

EDWARD A. MUELLER --- Secretary

REUBIN O'D. ASKEW DiIVISION DIRECTORS
GOVERNOR JAY W, BROWN............ Road Operations EARL M.STARNES.....Mass Transit Operations
RAY G. UAMOREAUX..... Transportation Planning TOM WEBB, JR......... Administration

P. 0. Box 1249
Bartow, Florida 33830
January 20, 1972

Mr. Ray G. L'Amoreaux, Director
Division of Transportation Planning
Department of Transportation

605 Suwannee Street

Tallahassee, Florida 32304

RE: State Job Nos. 10260-1502, 10210-1503, 14050-1511
Federal Aid Project No. F-036-1(4), State Road 41
and 43, US 301, from the existing four-laned section
north of Interstate 4, to the existing four-laned
section north of the City of Zephyrhills

Dear'Mr.'L'Amﬂreaux:

In accordance with proposed improvements as presented
in the environmental statement prepared for this project,
this letter is to certify that the referenced project does
not require the use of, nor adversely affect any publicly
owned Tand from a public park, recreational area, wildlife
or waterfowl refuge, etc., as described in Section 4(f) of
the Federal Department of Transportation Act as amended in
the Federal Highway Act of 1968.

Very tru]y yours,
DEPARTMEN OF TRANSPORTATION

/mé a@m_

C. W. Monts De Oca
District Engineer

CWM/JWB/cah

cc: S. D. Draper



