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1.0 INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1 Project Description 
 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Seven, Pasco County and the 
City of Zephyrhills are working together to determine alternative roadway improvements to 
be considered in a Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study Update for U.S. 
301 (Gall Blvd.) in southeastern Pasco County.  The project location is illustrated on 
Figure 1-1.  The study limits are from S.R. 39 to south of County Road (C.R.) 54 (Eiland 
Blvd.), a distance of 2.6 miles. 
 
The objective of this PD&E Study is to provide documented environmental and 
engineering analysis which will assist the FDOT and the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) reach a decision on the type, conceptual design and location of the necessary 
improvements within the U.S. 301 study corridor to safely and efficiently accommodate 
future travel demand. The PD&E Study Update also satisfies the requirements of the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and other applicable federal requirements, in 
order for this project to qualify for federal-aid funding of its subsequent phases. The PD&E 
Study Update will compare alternatives based on a variety of parameters using a matrix 
format. This analytical process identifies the alternative that would have the least impact 
while providing the necessary improvements.  
 
1.2 Existing Facility 
 
The existing U.S. 301 roadway is a two-lane, undivided rural road with four-foot paved 
shoulders from S.R. 39 to Geiger Road (North Avenue). North of Geiger Road, U.S. 301 is 
a four-lane, divided rural road with four-foot paved shoulders. A one-way pair of roadways 
was created in 1996 by the City of Zephyrhills using 6th and 7th Streets as an alternate 
route to U.S. 301. The couplet begins at A Avenue for northbound traffic on 7th Street and 
ends at Geiger Road, while southbound traffic on 6th Street begins at 15th Avenue and ends 
at A Avenue.  See Figure 1-2 for the existing typical sections. 
 
1.3 Project Need 
 
U.S. 301 is a north-south arterial that spans the limits of eastern Pasco County and serves 
as a primary route connecting the cities of Zephyrhills and Dade City.  A highway capacity 
analysis along the U.S. 301 study corridor shows that only one of five southbound roadway 
segments on US 301 currently does not operate at the adopted Level of Service (LOS) 
standard D in either the AM or PM peak hours.  All five northbound roadway segments 
operate at an acceptable LOS in both the AM and PM peak hours.  All seven of the 
intersections studied along U.S. 301 within the study corridor currently operate at an 
overall LOS D or better during both the AM and PM peak hours.  Design year (2035) 
traffic projections show that if no improvements are made to U.S. 301 unacceptable LOS 
(LOS E or worse) is projected on additional U.S. 301 roadway segments (three of five 
northbound and four of five southbound) during the AM and/or the PM peak hours.  
Additionally, six of the seven study intersections will also operate at an unacceptable LOS 
during the AM and/or the PM peak hours.  
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The 2035 Cost Affordable Roadway Plan of the Pasco County MPO Long Range 
Transportation Plan (LRTP) identifies the conversion of U.S. 301 from an existing two-
lane undivided roadway to a one-way pair system.  To provide an acceptable LOS in the 
design year three through lanes in one direction on each of the two roadways forming the 
one-way pair system are needed. 
 
1.4 Proposed Improvements 
 
The two proposed build alternatives consist of the 6th Street and U.S. 301 (Gall Blvd.) One 
Way Pair Alternative and the 6th and 7th Street One Way Pair Alternative.  Under the 
proposed 6th Street and U.S. 301 (Gall Blvd.) One Way Pair Alternative, U.S. 301 will be 
converted from a two-lane, two-way, undivided roadway facility to a one-way, three-lane 
(northbound) roadway from Palm Grove Avenue to A Avenue where it will connect with 
7th Street.  Seventh Street will be widened from a two-lane, one-way (northbound) to a 
three-lane, one-way (northbound) roadway facility from A Avenue to Fort King Road 
where it intersects with U.S. 301.  Gall Boulevard remains as a two-lane, two-way, 
undivided roadway facility from A Avenue to 16th Avenue.  Sixth Street is extended south 
to Palm Grove Avenue where it will join U.S. 301 and is widened from a two-lane, one-
way (southbound) to a three-lane, one-way (southbound) roadway facility to 16th Avenue.   
See Figure 1-3A for the proposed typical sections. 
 
Under the 6th Street and 7th Street One-Way Pair Alternative, U.S. 301 is converted from a 
two-lane, two-way, undivided roadway facility to a one-way, three-lane (northbound) 
roadway from Cory to A Avenue where it will connect with 7th Street.  Seventh Street is 
widened from a two-lane, one-way (northbound) to a three-lane, one-way (northbound) 
roadway facility from A Avenue to Fort King Road where it intersects with U.S. 301.  U.S. 
301 (Gall Blvd.) remains as a two-lane, two-way, undivided roadway facility from A 
Avenue to south of Geiger Road.  Sixth Street is extended south to Cory Street where it 
will join U.S. 301 and is widened from a two-lane, one-way (southbound) to a three-lane, 
one-way (southbound) roadway facility to 16th Avenue.  See Figure 1-3B for the proposed 
typical sections. 
 
The Preferred Alternative is the 6th Street and 7th Street One-Way Pair Alternative. 
 
1.5 Report Purpose  
 
This Utility Assessment Package is part of the documentation needed to complete the 
PD&E Study Update. The purpose of this package is to evaluate and consider potential 
surface and subsurface utility conflicts associated with the proposed project. 
 

2.0  EXISTING UTILITIES 

To evaluate potential utility conflicts associated with the improvement alternatives, all available 
information was obtained concerning the location and characteristics of major existing or 
proposed utilities within the 6th Street, U.S. 301, 7th Street/Fort King Road corridors.  
 
A preliminary list of utility owners was developed from a Design Ticket received from Sunshine 
One Call.  Each utility owner on the design ticket was then mailed a project location map, 
proposed typical sections, two sets of aerial-photography-based plans of the conceptual layout 
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for the two alternatives that were considered depicting existing and proposed right of way lines, 
highway stationing numbers, and the plans sheets from the original Utility Assessment Package 
prepared as part of the U.S. 301 PD&E Study conducted in 2001.  See Appendix A for the 
original Utility Assessment Package from June 2001. 
 
The owners were asked to mark up and return either one copy of the plans or edited .dgn files 
and return with an indication of existing facilities and proposed adjustments (regardless of the 
proposed project), within the 6th Street, U.S. 301, 7th Street and Fort King Road corridors and to 
provide cost estimates for any relocations anticipated. 
 

2.1  Utility Owners 
The following utility agencies/owners were sent plans and asked to identify any facilities 
within the project limit: 
 
Bright House Networks – Citrus 
CenturyLink (formerly Qwest Communications) 
City of Zephyrhills 
Pasco County Utilities 
Progress Energy 
Ramblewood M/H Community 
TECO Peoples Gas – Tampa 
Verizon Florida, Inc. 
Withlacoochee River Electric Cooperative 
Zephyrhills Spring Water Company 
 
The utility agencies/owners that confirmed they have facilities within the project area and 
provided marked plans showing their existing facilities are: 
 
Bright House Networks – Citrus  
Mr. Eddie Thomas 
30432 State Road 54 
Wesley Chapel, FL 33543 
Phone: 813-862-0522 x84429 

City of Zephyrhills 
Mr. Bruce Sellers 
39421 South Street 
Zephyrhills, FL 33542 
Phone: 813-780-0028 

Progress Energy 
Mr. Darryl Foshee 
36753 Eiland Blvd., ZE13 
Zephyrhills, FL 33541 
Phone: 813-783-6944 

TECO Peoples Gas 
Mr. Luis Castellano 
1400 Channelside Dr. 
Tampa, FL 33605 
Phone: 813-275-3743 

Verizon Florida, Inc. 
Mr. David Wynns 
1909 U.S. 301 North 
Tampa, FL 33619 
Phone: 813-627-8343 

 

 
Utility agencies/owners that confirmed they have no facilities within the project area or had 
no facilities in conflict with the proposed improvements are: 
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Pasco County Utilities 
Mr. A. Glenn Greer, P.E. 
7530 Little Road, Bldg. S-205 
New Port Richey, FL 34654 
Phone: 727-847-8145 

Ramblewood M/H 
Community 
Mr. Jeff Heiler 
3853 Gall Blvd. 
Zephyrhills, FL 33541 
Phone: 813-788-7219 

Withlacoochee River Electric 
Cooperative 
Mr. Corey Littlefield 
30461 Commerce Dr. 
San Antonio, FL 33526 
Phone: 352-588-5115 x1131 

 
Utility agencies/owners that did not provide utility information as of the preparation of this 
report are: 
 

CenturyLink  
Mr. George McElvain 
700 West Mineral Avenue 
NE J31.2 
Littleton, CO 80120 
Phone: 303-992-9931 

Zephyrhills Spring Water 
Company 
Attn: Customer Service 
4330 20th Street 
Zephyrhills, FL 33542 
Phone: 813-789-1959 x352 

 

2.2 Description of Utilities 
Plans showing the location of existing and proposed utilities based on marked plans from 
the utility agencies/owners are provided in Appendix B. A brief description of the existing 
facilities is summarized below: 
 
Bright House Networks: 
Aerial fiber optic and coax lines run from S.R. 39 to Palm Grove Avenue, and then picks 
up again at Justin Avenue ending at South Avenue. Aerial lines also run on Fir Avenue, 
Jendral Avenue, Alston Avenue, C Avenue, B Avenue, South Avenue, at various intervals 
in-between 6th Street and U.S. 301 from South Avenue to 15th Avenue, and on 7th Street at 
various intervals between 8th Avenue and Fort King Rd. to U.S. 301.  Buried fiber optic 
and coax lines run at various intervals on US 301from Tucker Road to South Avenue.   
Buried fiber optic and coax lines also run at various intervals throughout the project limits 
on 6th Street and 7th Street. 
 
City of Zephyrhills: Sewer Mains 

There is one 8" FM crossing U.S. 301 and 6th Street on the North side of 5th Avenue.  
 
City of Zephyrhills: Water Mains 

U.S. 301:  
1” Water Main (WM) runs east/west along Stebbins Avenue to U.S. 301 and continues 
north. 

1 ½” galvanized WM at 5th Avenue. 

 2” WM: Various intervals starting at Palm Grove Avenue and continues along several side 
streets to 14th Avenue.  

4” steel WM runs east/west along 11th Avenue where it connects to a 2” WM. 

6” WM:  Asbestos Cement (A/C) WM runs east/west along B Avenue crossing over; A/C 
WM runs east/west along South Avenue crossing over; steel WM runs east/west along 7th 
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Avenue crossing over and connects to a fire hydrant; steel WM runs east/west along 16th 
Avenue crossing over. 

8” WM:  High-density polyethylene (HDPE) WM runs east/west along Fir Avenue 
crossing over, then turns south; polyvinyl chloride (PVC) WM runs on north side of Alston 
Avenue crossing over; PVC WM runs north past Stebbins Avenue; 8” steel WM runs 
east/west along 5th Avenue crossing over; PVC WM runs east/west along 12th Avenue 
crossing over. 

6th Street: 

Sizes of water mains vary between 2”, 4”, 6” and 8” and run from Palm Grove Avenue to 
15th Avenue. 
 
Progress Energy:  
Progress Energy has power poles along U.S. 301 starting at S.R. 39 and continues on 6th 
Street and 7th Street for the entire length of the project.  Many of these poles will be 
adjusted or removed and relocated to accommodate the proposed design for both of the 
viable build alternatives. 
 
TECO Peoples Gas:  
TECO Peoples Gas has a 4” polyethylene (PE) line placed 12’ from EOP of the roadway 
running north along U.S. 301 to Tucker Road where it heads east to S.R. 39 and continues 
north along the east side of S.R. 39 connecting to U.S. 301. This 4” PE line then becomes a 
6" PE line at Charles Avenue and continues north maintaining 12' from EOP of the 
roadway to 7th Street.  The 6” PE line continues north along 7th Street to North Avenue 
where it turns and follows North Avenue west to U.S. 301, turns north and continues to Ft. 
King Road.  A 6" PE line crosses over U.S. 301 to Geiger Road and continues west.  A 2” 
PE line runs west along A Avenue just east of 6th Street then heads north past South 
Avenue.  A 2” PE line runs east along 6th Avenue past U.S. 301 then heads north past 7th 
Avenue.  A 2” PE line runs east along North Avenue then heads south down Ft. King Road 
past 17th Avenue. 
 
Verizon Florida: 
Aerial and buried fiber optic and coax lines run along various intervals of 6th Street, U.S. 
301 and 7th Street from the beginning of the project to the end of the project for both 
alternatives.  There is a system with 2 manholes & 13 existing cables within a 4” 18-way 
conduit system feeding into Verizon’s Central Office building at A Avenue and U.S. 301.  
 
Zephyrhills Bottled Water: 

While not a utility, Zephyrhills Bottled Water has a 10" stainless steel water line that 
comes from Crystal Springs to their water plant on 20th Street. The line is buried along the 
old U.S. 301 in front of Zephyr Senior Mobile Home Park, it crosses U.S. 301 and S.R. 39 
at Tucker Road and proceeds east down Tucker Road to 20th Street. 
 

3.0 UTILITY RELOCATION COST ESTIMATE 
As previously discussed in Section 2.0 of this report, several utility distribution lines are located 
within the existing U.S. 301 ROW, including aerial and buried power lines, aerial and buried 



 9

telephone cables, aerial cable television lines, potable water mains, force mains, and gas mains. 
Depending on their location and depth, implementation of the recommended improvements for 
the project may require adjustment or relocation of some of these facilities. Per the procedures 
outlined in Part 2, Chapter 10 of the FDOT PD&E Manual, a set of plans identifying the two 
alternatives that were under evaluation were sent to the utility companies to provide conceptual 
utility relocation costs.  The following summarizes the information received: 

 

Bright House Networks: 
Relocation costs were not provided. 
 
CenturyLink (formerly Qwest Communications): 
Relocation costs were not provided. 
 
City of Zephyrhills: 
Relocation costs associated with the alternatives under consideration was not provided.  
Costs associated with a widening concept developed by city utility staff was provided but 
were not pertinent to this evaluation. 
 
Pasco County Utilities: 
Relocation costs were not provided. 
 
Progress Energy: 
Relocation costs were not provided. 
 
TECO Peoples Gas: 
The following costs were provided by TECO Peoples Gas for the two alternatives: 
 
6th Street & U.S. 301 Alternative: 

Facility Linear Feet Costs Totals 
4" Pipe 1,300 $24.00 $31,200.00 
6" Pipe 6,007 $30.00 $180,210.00 
  Total $211,410.00 

 
6th and 7th Street Alternative: 

Facility Linear Feet Costs Totals 
4" Pipe 1,300 $24.00 $31,200.00 
6" Pipe 11,079 $30.00 $332,370.00 
  Total $363,570.00 

 
Verizon Florida: 
Based on the information provided to them, the utility determined that at this time it was 
not possible to estimate the cost of relocation as requested. 
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A determinations as to whether utility relocations necessitated by the proposed roadway 
improvements are reimbursable on a project is made by the FDOT’s legal staff.  This 
determination will be made during the design phase of the project.  
 
4.0 MITIGATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS 
An evaluation of the information provided by the utility agencies/owners indicates the only 
utility with a significant facility warranting special consideration within the limits of the 
preferred alternative is Verizon's central office building at U.S. 301 and A Avenue. The type and 
amount of cable and fiber optic lines tied into the Central Office would make relocation efforts 
extremely difficult and costly since according to Verizon, they have millions of dollars invested 
in that location.  Careful coordination with Verizon in the design phase could help alleviate these 
costs. 
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APPENDIX B 
 

Existing Utility Location Plans 
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