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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) conducted a Project Development and Environment 
(PD&E) study along US Highway 301 (US 301)/State Road (SR) 35 from south of US 98 to SR 50, in 
Pasco and Hernando Counties. The study focuses on widening this section of US 301 from a 2-lane 
undivided facility to a multi-lane divided facility and includes pedestrian and bicycle accommodations. 
The study also evaluate issues related to traffic operations, safety, access management, freight 
movements and transit. The project will improve safety along this segment of US 301 and continue to 
improve an important freight route for this area. 

The PD&E study objectives include: determine proposed typical sections and develop preliminary 
conceptual design plans for proposed improvements, while minimizing impacts to the environment; 
consider agency and public comments; and ensure project compliance with all applicable federal and 
state laws. A Type 2 Categorical Exclusion was prepared as part of this study. The proposed 
improvements will include construction of stormwater management facility (SMF) and floodplain 
compensation (FPC) sites. The PD&E study satisfies all applicable requirements, including the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), to qualify for federal-aid funding of subsequent development phases 
(design, right of way acquisition, and construction).  

Subsequent coordination with agencies occurred through the submittal and review of various project 
reports. Some of the agencies that commented on the project or provided concurrence include: 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) 

• Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 

• Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources (SHPO) 

In addition to reviewing the project reports, the following local agencies and groups participated in 
meetings and presentations to inform them about the project and solicit comments: 

• Hernando/Citrus Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 

• Hernando County 

• Pasco County MPO 

• Pasco County 

A mailing list was developed which included 379 property owners and residents located adjacent to 
or near the proposed project limits and interested individuals who requested to be added. This mailing 
list was used for the project kickoff newsletter and public hearing newsletter notice. 

A project website was developed and maintained to make information about the proposed project 
readily available to the public and to offer a means for citizens to provide comments online to the  
study team at any time and day of the week. This website was housed on the FDOT District Seven’s 
website for all archived and active PD&E Studies. The address for this web study is located here: 
www.fdotd7studies.com/us301-us98-to-sr50/. 
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Project newsletters were distributed to people on the mailing list. One newsletter was distributed as 
part of the study kickoff on February 16, 2021, another was distributed as an invitation to the public 
hearing on June 1, 2021, and a third newsletter will be distributed following approval of the study. 

A public hearing was held for this project on June 24, 2021, from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at the  
Community Center of Ridge Manor in Hernando County, Florida. The hearing was held to inform 
citizens and interested parties about the project details and schedule. This hearing also included an 
opportunity to provide comments concerning the proposed improvements to US 301. The public 
hearing was conducted both in-person and virtually to present information to and receive public input 
from interested persons regarding the proposed improvements to US 301, which included providing 
comments regarding the median modifications along the study corridor. Citizens who chose to attend 
the virtual hearing session needed to do so through a computer, tablet or smartphone  
via GoToWebinar. Virtual attendees needed to register online at the project website at 
www.fdotd7studies.com/us301-us98-to-sr50/. Another option was to attend the formal portion of 
the hearing by phone; however, phone attendees were in listen-only mode.  

The hearing consisted of an open house from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and a formal presentation and 
public comment period beginning at 6:30 p.m., followed by resuming the open house until 7:30 p.m. 

A total of 57 people signed the attendance roster at the in-person public hearing, and 22 virtual 
attendees signed in. Twelve written comments were received and two verbal statements were made 
during the formal public comment period. No additional verbal comments were left with the court 
reporter. Most comments expressed support for the project. Concerns were mostly expressed about 
access management, the Withlacoochee River and the Trilby Road and US 98 intersections, and two 
comments related to considering a roundabout at the Trilby intersection. Copies of the actual written 
comments and responses are included in the project files. Copies of all public hearing displays and 
presentation materials are included in the Public Hearing Scrapbook that was prepared for this project 
and is included in the project files under a separate cover. 

Following Location and Design Concept Acceptance (LDCA) granted by the FDOT Office of 
Environmental Management (OEM), a final newsletter will be distributed to property owners and 
interested parties on the project mailing list, and a notice will be sent by email to local elected officials 
and stakeholders. These last public involvement elements close the public involvement for this PD&E 
Study. All subsequent public involvement activities or coordination will be included in the project files 
for use in subsequent project phases. 

http://www.fdotd7studies.com/us301-us98-to-sr50/
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 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 PD&E STUDY PURPOSE 

The objective of the PD&E study is to assist the FDOT’s Office of Environmental Management (OEM) 
in reaching a decision on the type, location, and conceptual design of the proposed improvements for 
the widening of US Highway 301 (US 301), including stormwater management facility (SMF) and 
floodplain compensation (FPC) sites. This study documents the need for the improvements as well as 
the procedures utilized to develop and evaluate various improvements, including elements such as 
proposed typical sections, preliminary horizontal alignments, and intersection enhancement 
alternatives.   

The PD&E study satisfies all applicable requirements, including the National Environmental Policy Act 
(NEPA), to qualify for federal-aid funding of subsequent development phases (design, right of way 
acquisition, and construction).  This project was screened through the FDOT’s Efficient Transportation 
Decision Making (ETDM) process as ETDM Project No. 14465. The ETDM Programming Screen 
Summary Report was published on February 22, 2021, containing comments from the Environmental 
Technical Advisory Team (ETAT) on the project’s effects on various natural, physical, and social 
resources.  A Type 2 Categorical Exclusion was prepared as part of this PD&E study. 

1.2 PROJECT PURPOSE AND NEED 

1.2.1 Purpose 

The purpose of the project is to address existing safety issues on US 301, which is a crucial north-south 
roadway providing an important freight route through Florida as well as much of the East Coast. 

1.2.2 Need 

US 301, within the project limits, exhibits crash rates that are higher than the statewide average for 
similar facilities. Improving freight capacity on US 301 is vital to the efficient movement of freight through 
Florida. This project is needed to address these safety issues and provide a safe parallel alternative freight 
route to I-75. 

1.2.3 System Linkage 

US 301 spans from Sarasota, Florida to Delaware and provides an important freight route through 
Florida as well as the greater Eastern Seaboard. Increasing capacity on US 301 will provide an 
alternative freight route to I-75 and has the potential to safely accommodate higher truck volumes, 
thus creating more efficient freight movements in the area and greater region. 

1.2.4 Connectivity/Modal Interrelationships 

SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard), at the northern terminus of this project, is currently planned for 
construction to widen the facility to six lanes, including accommodations for bicyclists and 
pedestrians, to the west of US 98 (McKethan Road) and four lanes to the east of US 98 (McKethan 
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Road) (FPID #416732-2). The US 301 project will provide connectivity to these SR 50 (Cortez 
Boulevard) improvements. 

1.2.5 Safety 

For crash analysis purposes, US 301 was divided into two segments based on facility type. The first 
segment was US 98 (McKethan Road) to SR 575/CR 575 and the second segment was SR 575/CR 575 
to SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard). Between 2014 and 2018 the total number of crashes on US 301 between 
US 98 and SR 575/CR 575 was 65. The average crash rate for US 301 on this segment was 2.91 which 
is more than double the statewide average of 1.20. The segment from SR 575/CR 575 to SR 50 (Cortez 
Boulevard) experienced 41 crashes. The average crash rate for US 301 on this segment was 1.11 and 
had a crash rate greater than the statewide average of 0.77 for similar facility types. 

1.3 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

The project consists of widening US 301 from south of US 98 to SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from two to 
four lanes and is being evaluated for multimodal facilities (pedestrian, bicycle and transit 
accommodations), various intersection improvements, median modifications, and SMF and FPC sites. 
It is located in both Pasco and Hernando Counties and is approximately 4.0 miles long. A project 
location map is provided as Figure 1-1. Within the project limits, US 301 is a two-lane, undivided rural 
facility and is functionally classified as an Urban Principal Arterial - Other for the segment of the 
project area south of SR 575/CR 575 and a Rural Principal Arterial - Other for the segment north of SR 
575/CR 575.  
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Figure 1-1 Project Location Map 
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1.4 EXISTING FACILITY AND PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS 

1.4.1 Existing Facility 

The existing US 301 from north of US 98 to south of SR 50 is a 2-lane roadway. The roadway is 
functionally classified by FDOT as an Urban Principal Arterial – Other for the area south of Trilby Road 
(SR 575/CR 575) and a Rural Principal Arterial – Other for the area north of Trilby Road. In Pasco 
County, the 2-lane undivided facility has 12-foot travel lanes and 4-foot paved shoulders. In Hernando 
County, the 2-lane undivided facility has 12-foot travel lanes and 5-foot to 6-foot paved shoulders. 
The existing right of way (ROW) along the project corridor varies from 100 feet to 173 feet. Just north 
of the Pasco County line, there is an existing bridge carrying US 301 over the Withlacoochee River, 
with two 12-foot lanes and 10-foot paved shoulders. There are no sidewalks, multi-use trails, bike 
lanes or other similar multi-modal facilities within the project corridor, with the exception of 6-foot 
sidewalks on both sides of US 301, to Cummer Road on the east side and approximately 300 feet south 
of Cummer Road on the west side. The existing typical section is provided in Figure 1-2. 

 
Figure 1-2 Existing Roadway Typical Section 

1.4.2 Proposed Improvements 

The proposed typical section includes a 4-lane divided rural facility with a 40-foot median. There will 
be two 12-foot travel lanes in each direction with 10-foot shoulders. There is a 10-foot wide sidewalk 
provided for most of the project on the east side of US 301, from Cummer Road in Pasco County to 
SR 50 in Hernando County. South of Cummer Road, there are existing 6-foot sidewalks on both sides, 
which will be replaced within this section of US 301. The 6-foot sidewalk on the west side of US 301 
will be extended to Trilby Road. The proposed ROW width is approximately 182 feet for the majority 
of the project corridor. There are two proposed roadway typical sections for the project, described 
below. These proposed roadway typical sections are being used for three different segments along 
US 301 within the project study limits, as shown in Figure 1-3. 
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Figure 1-3 Project Segments Map 
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The proposed typical section from north of US 98 to Arena Road in Pasco County, a distance of 
approximately 1.4 miles, and from south of Gardenia Way to SR 50 in Hernando County, a distance of 
approximately 0.7 miles, includes widening to the east and is shown in Figure 1-4. The proposed ROW 
is planned at 182 feet for these sections of US 301. 

 

Figure 1-4 Proposed Roadway Typical Section 1 
US 98 to Arena Road and 

South of Gardenia Way to SR 50 
 

The proposed typical section from north of Arena Road in Pasco County to south of Gardenia Way in 
Hernando County, a distance of approximately 1.9 miles, includes widening to the west and is shown 
in Figure 1-5. The proposed ROW is planned at 172 feet for these sections of US 301. 

 

Figure 1-5 Proposed Roadway Typical Section 2 
North of Arena Road to South of Gardenia Way 

At the Withlacoochee River, a new southbound bridge would be constructed and situated to the west 
of the existing bridge. This new bridge will have two 12-foot travel lanes with 10-foot shoulders on 
both sides. A 6-foot sidewalk will be provided for future sidewalk connections along US 301. A new 
pedestrian/trail bridge will be constructed on the east side of the existing bridge. The ROW width 
within the area of the bridge will be approximately 220 feet. The bridge typical section is provided in 
Figure 1-6. 
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Figure 1-6 Proposed Bridge Typical Section 

 

1.5 REPORT PURPOSE 

This Comments and Coordination Report is one of several documents that have been prepared as part 
of this PD&E study and documents the accomplishment of the Public Involvement Plan (PIP), agency 
coordination efforts, public involvement activities, and comments received during the study. 
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  PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT PLAN 

In accordance with Part 1, Chapter 11 of the FDOT PD&E Manual, a comprehensive PIP was prepared 
for this study and completed in April 2021. 

The purpose of this plan was to describe the public outreach approach that FDOT implemented to 
inform and solicit responses from interested parties, including local residents, public officials, 
agencies, and business owners. The PIP included agency coordination, small group meetings with local 
residents and business owners, agency stakeholder meetings, and a public hearing. The results of the 
plan are summarized in this Comments and Coordination Report. A brief summary of the program’s 
activities follows. The PIP helped to identify stakeholders and affected communities and included the 
following: 

• Project background; 

• Project goals; 

• Outreach activities; and, 

• Evaluation of public involvement for the project. 

The plan included various techniques on how to notify the public of the proposed transportation 
improvements such as legal display newspaper advertisements, news releases to local media, social 
media (Facebook), and invitational newsletters. The plan included one kick-off newsletter that was 
mailed out in February 16, 2021, one public hearing newsletter that was sent out prior to the public 
hearing in June 2021, and a final newsletter will be mailed after approval of the study. A final legal 
display ad will also be published in the La Gaceta, Tampa Bay Times, and in the Florida Sentinel to 
notify the public of the study approval. See Section 5 for more information regarding the project 
newsletters. 
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 COORDINATION EFFORTS 

The FDOT coordinated with numerous federal, state and local agencies throughout the study process.  
This section summarizes the results of these coordination efforts.   

3.1 AGENCY COORDINATION 

Coordination with federal, state and local agencies was conducted throughout the course of the study. 
Agency coordination was conducted early as part of the ETDM process and documented in the 
Programming Screen Summary Report that was published on February 22, 2021, containing 
comments from the ETAT on the project’s effects on various natural, physical, and social resources. 
The ETDM process was used to become aware of any issues noted by the commenting agencies. ETDM 
coordination was conducted with the US. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), the State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO), Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC), and Southwest 
Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD), amongst other agencies. In addition the FDOT 
coordinated with the US Coast Guard (USCG) regarding the need for a bridge permit for the 
Withlacoochee River crossing, and it was determined a USCG bridge permit was not required. 
Therefore, the USCG was not a cooperating agency for this project.  

The FDOT coordinated with the following federal, state and regional/local agencies, as part of the 
EDTM process or throughout the PD&E process: 

• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)* 
• US Coast Guard (USCG)* 
• US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 
• US Environmental Protection Agency 
• Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)*  
• Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 
• National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) 
• Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC)* 
• Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources, State Historic Preservation 

Officer (SHPO)*  
• Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD)* 
• Florida Department of Economic Opportunity 
• Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) 
• Hernando/Citrus MPO* 
• Hernando County Public Works (HCPW) 
• Hernando County School District (HCSD) 

*Additional coordination/meetings held with these agencies and summarized below. 

Agency comments were received based on the initial findings provided in the Natural Resources 
Evaluation (NRE) and coordination was conducted throughout the PD&E study process. A concurrence 
letter was received from USFWS on June 15, 2021, and a coordination letter was received from FWC 
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on June 24, 2021. The SHPO also provided review and concurrence of the Cultural Resources 
Assessment Survey (CRAS) on June 22, 2021. These agency concurrence and coordination letters can 
be found in Appendix A. 

3.1.1 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 

The NRE was provided to the USFWS for their review/concurrence via the ETDM Environmental 
Screening Tool (EST). The USFWS provided concurrence on June 15, 2021 with the species effect 
determinations provided in the NRE. The concurrence letter is provided in Appendix A. 

3.1.2 Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission 

The NRE was provided to the FWC for their review/comments via the ETDM EST.  In a letter from FWC, 
dated June 24, 2021, the FWC stated they expect the project will have minimal impacts to habitat or 
fish and wildlife resources including protected species. FWC staff had no additional comments 
regarding the subject NRE and agree with the determinations of effect and project commitments for 
protected species.  A copy of the FWC letter is in Appendix A. 

3.1.3 Florida Department of State, Division of Historic Resources 

A CRAS was performed for the US 301 PD&E Study in May 2021, and includes the mainline and the 
proposed stormwater management facility (SMF) and floodplain compensation (FPC) sites.  
To encompass all potential improvements, the area of potential effects (APE) was defined to include 
the existing and proposed US 301 right-of-way. The archaeological survey was conducted within the 
existing and proposed right-of-way and the proposed pond footprints. The historic structure survey 
was conducted within the entire APE. 

The archaeological survey consisted of subsurface archaeological testing and pedestrian survey. This 
resulted in the identification of nine new archaeological sites (8HE00914, 8HE00915, 8HE00916, 
8HE00924, 8HE00925, 8PA03218, 8PA03219, 8PA03220, and 8PA03305) and 17 archaeological 
occurrences. In addition, two previously recorded archaeological sites (8HE00283 and 8PA00005) 
have been recorded within the APE. No evidence of either previously recorded archaeological site was 
recovered during the fieldwork, and insufficient information is available to evaluate 8HE00283 and 
8PA00005 for eligibility in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). All nine newly recorded 
sites consist of prehistoric or prehistoric/historic artifact scatters. Due to low artifact density and/or 
the absence of diagnostic material and features, all nine sites are recommended ineligible for the 
NRHP as expressed within the APE. 

The architectural survey resulted in the identification and evaluation of 39 historic resources within 
the US 301 Widening APE, including four previously recorded resources and 35 newly recorded 
resources. The four previously recorded resources include two structures (8HE00692 and 8HE00693), 
one road (US 301 [8HE00813/8PA02675]), and one canal (Lake Geneva Canal [8HE00790]). The two 
structures, Lake Geneva Canal and a 900-foot (274.3-meter) section of US 301 within Hernando 
County (8HE00813), were all previously determined ineligible for listing in the NRHP by the SHPO. The 
remainder of US 301 in the Hernando County portion of the APE (8HE00813), as well as the entirety 
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of the segment within the Pasco County portion of the APE (8PA02675), are newly recorded segments, 
although other sections of the resource have been previously recorded at other locations to the south 
of the APE in Pasco County. The newly recorded segments of US 301 within the current project APE 
exhibit the same characteristics as those segments previously determined ineligible and also are 
recommended ineligible for inclusion in the NRHP. The 35 newly recorded historic resources are all 
historic structures with the exception of one resource group (Fort Dade Mobile Home Park 
[8HE00917]). 

All of these newly recorded resources lack the architectural distinction and the significant historical 
associations necessary to be considered for individual listing in the NRHP, and all are recommended 
ineligible. No existing or potential historic districts were identified. This project will have no adverse 
effect on cultural resources listed or eligible for listing in the NRHP. The SHPO concurred with  
the findings in the CRAS on June 22, 2021, and a copy of the concurrence letter is provided in  
Appendix A. 

3.1.4 Southwest Florida Water Management District 

Two meetings were held between FDOT and SWFWMD on December 22, 2020, and March 19, 2021, 
as a pre-application meeting concerning the drainage design and environmental permitting. Meeting 
minutes can be found in Appendix A. 

3.2 LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND OTHER STAKEHOLDER COORDINATION 

3.2.1 Pasco County MPO 

The project was presented to the MPO staff and their Citizens Advisory Committee, the Technical 
Advisory Committee, and the MPO Board, to discuss the study process and proposed project 
improvements as listed below. Meeting minutes can be found in Appendix A.  

• May 5, 2021 – Pasco County MPO Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting 
• May 10, 2021 – Pasco County MPO Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting 
• June 10, 2021 – Pasco County MPO Board Meeting 

3.2.2 Hernando/Citrus MPO 

The project was presented to the MPO staff and their Technical Advisory Committee, Citizens Advisory 
Committee, Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee, and the MPO Board to discuss the study process 
and proposed project improvements. The meetings are listed below. 

• May 26, 2021 – Hernando/Citrus MPO Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) Meeting 
• May 26, 2021 – Hernando/Citrus MPO Citizens Advisory Committee (CAC) Meeting 
• May 26, 2021 – Hernando/Citrus MPO Bicycle/Pedestrian Advisory Committee (BPAC) 

Meeting 
• June 17, 2021 – Hernando/Citrus MPO Board Meeting 
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3.2.3 Coordination with County and Other Stakeholders 

Throughout the course of the study, meetings or email coordination were held with several 
stakeholders to discuss median access property impacts and the US 301 improvements. The 
documentation from coordination with these entities is included in Appendix A. 

• May 14, 2021 – Pasco County Engineering Services – The project was presented to Sam 
Beneck related to Withlacoochee Trail, bicycle/pedestrian accommodations and future 
county improvements along Cummer Road at US 301. Meeting minutes can be found in 
Appendix A. 
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 MAILING LIST 

A mailing list was developed for this project. The mailing list was updated throughout the duration of 
the project and contained the following: 

• Those whose property lies, in whole or part, within 300 feet on either side of the centerline 
of each project alternative. Florida Statutes Section 339.155 states property owners within 
300 feet of the centerline of each alternative shall be notified about the project. The mailing 
list was based on information obtained from the Pasco and Hernando Counties Property 
Appraiser’s database.  

• Elected and appointed public officials. 

• Public and private groups, organizations, agencies, businesses, and individuals or groups who 
have an interest in the project and requested to be placed on the project mailing list. 

The public hearing took place on June 24, 2021. The mailing list was developed which included 
property owners and residents located adjacent to or near the proposed project limits and interested 
individuals who requested to be added. The official, agency, and interested party mailing list 
contained approximately 379 people. The mailing list was used to disseminate project information 
and announce the public hearing.   

Subsequent to LDCA, the mailing list will be updated with current property owner contacts and used 
for distribution of the final study newsletter. 
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 NEWSLETTERS 

Newsletters were mailed to those on the project mailing list as noted in Section 4. Newsletters were 
used to announce the project kick off, the public hearing, and LDCA.  

The project kick off newsletter was distributed early in the study on February 16, 2021. The newsletter 
described the PD&E study process, discussed the project purpose, and provided a project schedule 
with the next steps in the study. The newsletter also included contact information and instructions 
for those needing special assistance or language support.  

A public hearing newsletter was mailed to those on the project mailing list, as noted in Section 4, on 
June 1, 2021. The newsletter was sent to promote the public hearing and to encourage participation 
and receive public comments. It served as an official notice to adjacent property owners of the public 
hearing. The newsletter presented the proposed improvements on US 301, within the study limits. 
Contact information and instructions for those needing special assistance or language support were 
also provided. A copy of all the above project newsletters are provided in Appendix B. 

The final newsletter will be mailed after the FDOT issues LDCA for the project.  
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 WEBSITE 

Public participation is an integral part of the transportation process.  In an effort to engage and inform 
the public throughout the study process, a project website was developed (Figure 6-1).   

The project website is located at this web address: www.fdotd7studies.com/projects/us301-us98-to-
sr50/. The project website was used as an educational tool for the general public; explaining what a 
PD&E study evaluates and why, listing contact information for comments and questions, and 
providing links to other sites and projects. The project website will be updated after the study is 
approved.  

In addition, the website was used as an information sharing tool. Site visitors could read about project 
details, review past and current newsletters, follow the project schedule, and peruse available project 
documents, information sheets, and FAQ’s. The site was also one of several methods used to notify 
the public about the public hearing.   

As of July 2021, five project-related comments have been submitted through the website, and no 
requests have been made to join the mailing list.   
 

Figure 6-1 US 301 PD&E Study Website 

 

http://www.fdotd7studies.com/projects/us301-us98-to-sr50/
http://www.fdotd7studies.com/projects/us301-us98-to-sr50/
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 PUBLIC HEARING 

7.1 PUBLIC HEARING 

A public hearing was conducted both in-person and virtually to present information to and receive 
public input from interested persons regarding the proposed improvements to US 301, which included 
providing comments regarding the median modifications along the study corridor in Pasco and  
Hernando Counties. The public hearing was held at the Community Center of Ridge Manor, 34240 
Cortez Boulevard, Ridge Manor, FL 33523 on Thursday, June 24, 2021.  

The hearing was held to inform citizens and interested parties about the project details, anticipated 
schedule, and afford them the opportunity to express their views concerning the proposed 
improvements to US 301. The hearing consisted of an open house from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. and  
a formal presentation and public comment period beginning at 6:30 p.m., followed by resuming the 
open house until 7:30 p.m. Kirk Bogen, P.E., District Seven Environmental Management Engineer, 
presided over the formal portion, along with Justin Hall, District Seven Government Liaison 
Administrator, who served as the moderator for the virtual portion. The proceedings were recorded 
by the court reporter that was on site throughout the evening. Mr. Bogen welcomed the audience 
and discussed the purpose of the hearing. The next portion of the hearing was devoted to verbal 
comments.   

Attendees were given the opportunity to provide comments in several ways: 

• Submit your comment through the project website on the “Send Us Your Comments Page”; 

• Make a verbal statement during the public comments period as part of the formal portion; 

• Make a verbal statement directly to the court reporter in a one-on-one setting for those 
attending the in-person session during the informal portion of the hearing; 

• Complete a written comment form and drop it in the comment box in-person at the  
public hearing; or 

• Mail comments to the Department address listed on the back of the comment form 
postmarked by July 6, 2021, for the public hearing; 

A total of 57 people (non-staff) signed in at the in-person public hearing, and total of 22 people  
(non-staff) signed in at the virtual portion of the public hearing. A total of 12 written comments were 
received, 2 verbal statements were made during the formal public comment period, and no verbal 
comments were left with the court reporter.  

FDOT staff and its consultants were available at the public hearing to discuss the project and  
answer questions. A separate group of FDOT staff was also available for the virtual attendees during 
the public hearing to answer any questions. A continuously-running PowerPoint presentation 
describing the project and the proposed improvements to US 301 was shown during the open house 
portion of the hearing, and also available for the virtual attendees prior to the formal portion of the 
public hearing.  
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The public hearing display boards were also available for review at the in-person hearing session and 
for review online starting on June 21, 2021, at the project website 
www.fdotd7studies.com/projects/us301-us98-to-sr50/ and consisted of: 

US 301 PD&E Study Display Boards: 

• Welcome and List of Citations 
• Title VI Information 
• Project Schedule 
• Project Location and Study Area Map 
• Evaluation Matrix and Estimated Project Costs 
• Access Management 
• Ways to Provide Your Comments 
• Existing Roadway Typical Sections  
• Preferred Alternative Roadway Typical Sections  
• Preferred Bridge Typical Section 
• Aerial Plots of the Proposed Improvements along US 301 

The study’s supporting documents for the public hearing were available for public review from  
June 21, 2021, through July 6, 2021, on the project website as well as during normal operating hours 
at the following locations shown in Table 7.1.  

 

Table 7-1 Locations the Study Documents were Available for Public Review 

Location FDOT District 7 East Hernando  
Branch Library 

Hugh Embry * 
Library 

Zephyrhills  
Public Library 

Address 11201 N. McKinley Dr 
Tampa, FL 33612 

6457 Windermere Rd 
Brooksville, FL 34602 

14215 4th St 
Dade City, FL 33523 

5347 8th St 
Zephyrhills, FL 33542 

*Note: Due to construction at the Hugh Embry Library documents were relocated on June 26, 2021, 
to Zephyrhills Public Library for the remainder of the time until July 6, 2021. 

As noted in Section 5, a newsletter advertising the public hearing was sent to the public on June 1, 
2021, via direct mail to property owners within 300 feet of the project and within seven adjacent 
Census blocks that have a minority population greater than 40 percent, as well as current tenants, 
agencies, and interested parties. A map of the parcels included in the mailing list is provided as 
Appendix C. The newsletter was sent via electronic mail to the elected officials on May 28, 2021, and 
to the stakeholders on June 1, 2021. 

A legal display notice advertising the public hearing was published in the Tampa Bay Times on June 6, 
2021, and June 16, 2021, in La Gaceta on June 4, 2021, and June 18, 2021, and advertised in the Ridge 
Manor News on June 9, 2021, and on June 16, 2021. The public hearing was also advertised on the 
Ridge Manor Community Facebook page. An advertisement was also placed on the project website 
and the District’s Public Information Office (PIO) website on June 1, 2021, and in the Florida 
Administrative Register on June 11, 2021. Copies of these advertisements are shown in the Public 
Hearing Scrapbook. 

http://www.fdotd7studies.com/projects/us301-us98-to-sr50/


 

US 301/State Road (SR) 35 PD&E Study  Comments & Coordination Report 
WPI Segment No.: 447536-1  Page 7-3 

 

7.2 PUBLIC HEARING TRANSCRIPT 

The transcript for the Public Hearing is included in Appendix D. Copies of the public hearing materials, 
including the legal display advertisement, sign-in sheets, display graphics, PowerPoint slides, and 
attendance rosters are included in the Public Hearing Scrapbook that was prepared for this project’s 
PD&E study and are located in the project files. 

Public hearing comments received during the comment period for the public hearing are summarized 
in Section 8. 
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 SUMMARY OF PUBLIC HEARING COMMENTS 

The public hearing comment period ended on July 6, 2021. As stated earlier, a total of 12 written 
comments were received during the public hearing comment period, 2 verbal statements were made 
during the formal public comment period, and no verbal comments were left with the court reporter. 
No comments were received after the public comment period. Most comments expressed support for 
the project.   

A summary of both the written and verbal comments received during the public hearing, as well as 
after the comment period, is provided below in Table 8-1. No comments were received from virtual 
attendees during the public hearing. Copies of the actual written comments are included in the project 
files.  
 

Table 8-1 Summary of Public Hearing Comments 

No. US 301 PD&E Study Type 

Request to  
Add to Study 
Notification 

List 

1 1)  You’re going to do exactly what you want, when you want! Your   
     meetings, questions and info are required by law!   
2)  I’m so impressed that your so concerned about our small 4 mile  
     stretch of US 301.   
3)  You can have 4, 6, or 8 lanes, but this won’t correct your  
      problem!   
4)  It’s our country and society problem! Not our state or country.  
      People no longer respect laws or others. It’s an I’m first society  
      and get the hell out of my way!   
5)  I’m ashamed of United States. Open your eyes! 

Comment  
Form Mailed  

(Before Hearing) 

No 

2 We live near the southern start of this project study, just have a 
few questions. Thank you! 
(Our interest in project)  
We own 13.5 acres that some borders (450 feet) our pasture is 
right near the major HWY sign Brooksville and Wildwood. Our 
homes 2x  were built in 1930. Our goal for the property would be 
to keep the natural history of Pasco county, these two roads 
coming into Pasco County are first impression of the old natural 
county. Questions and problems we see on a daily basis. 
Questions 
1. Any study that would change the intersection at 98 and 301. 
2. Would our land (20216 US HWY Dade City FL 33523) be used for 
this project.  
 
Problems  
1). Noise from Large trucks (commerce) as trucks head north on 
US 301 and slow down for US 98. These trucks are using engine 
brake to slow down, trucks with and without loads are using their 
engine to slow but not at the crossing to head north on US 98.  
I have read FDOT policy on the use of engine brakes in area’s that 
have neighborhoods and churches in an area that would effective.  

Website Comment 
Received 

(Before Hearing) 
5/4/2021 

No 
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No. US 301 PD&E Study Type 

Request to  
Add to Study 
Notification 

List 

2). US 301 to US 98 heading north, no signage to indicate to yield 
to oncoming traffic. Many accidents have happen at intersection.  
3). Currently US 301 heading south at our location coming from 
two lane to four lane is like a racetrack for cars or trucks following 
slower traffic to speed around at this point which makes a hazard 
for south bound US 98 traffic merging on to South bound US 301. 

3 Good morning. According to your webpage for the PD&E study, 
“The proposed improvements will include construction of 
stormwater management facility (SMF) and floodplain 
compensation (FPC) sites, various intersection improvements, 
median modifications, and multimodal facilities (pedestrian, 
bicycle and transit accommodations).”  The Hernando County 
School Board owns an 80 acre parcel of land (parcel key # 
1386020) on McKethan Road, approximately 0.85 miles west of US 
301. Please advise whether the SMF or FPC sites will have any 
impact on the School Board’s property. Thanks in advance. Jim 
Lipsey, Manager of Planning, Design & Construction, Hernando 
County School District. (352) 797-7050 x410. 

Website Comment 
Received 

(Before Hearing) 
6/7/2021 

No 

4 A low cost, simple solution to most of your major concerns of the 
4 mile stretch of US 301 between Pasco-Hernando county. Is to 
put another Round-About at US301-Trilacoochee Intersection. 1) 
Make it small like the US98-Trilby intersection. 2) Traffic flow will 
be forced to slow down and pay attention! 3) Traffic that don’t like 
a small Round-About will seek an alternate route! 4) We have seen 
the biggest traffic flow increases when construction started on 
SR50 and the small new Round-About construction and 
completion at US 98 an Trilby rd.  
Also, we need a righthand turn lane into FT. Dade Mobile Home 
Park!  This is a Safety Concern. Thank You 
 

Website Comment 
Received 

(Before Hearing) 
6/18/2021 

No 

5 WE NEED SIDEWALK FROM 19 -50 AT THE FOUR WAY  LIGHTS   TO 
ROGERS PARK  RYAN OTTO ALLEN WAS MY  FAMILY FRIEND OF 
15+ YEARS HE WAS THE VICTIM OF THE RECENT HIT AND RUN 
LAST WEEK AND  ONE WEEK PRIOR A  FEMALE BICYCLIST WAS HIT 
AT THE END OF DARTS STREET OUR LIVES MATTER TOO JUST 
BECAUSE PEOPLE DRIVE DOES NOT MEAN THEY OWN THE ROAD 
THEY NEED TO SLOW DOWN AS WELL MORE CHILDREN AT PLAY 
SIGNS OR BUS STOP SIGNS SLOW OR SPEED LIMIT SIGNS AND 
WALKWAYS ARE NEEDED INCLUDING ON DARTS STREET. 
 

Website Comment 
Received 

(Before Hearing) 
6/18/2021 

No 
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No. US 301 PD&E Study Type 

Request to  
Add to Study 
Notification 

List 

6 We are not in favor of widening the road and do not consider this 
plan an improvement. We do not think it is needed and the 
additional lanes, medians, turning lanes etc. that are usually 
involved in widenings such as these only make driving more 
difficult and dangerous. We do not think there is any need for it as 
traffic is minimal and very manageable as it is and this is a nice 
section of country road. We are in our 60’s and already tend to 
avoid multi lane roads and opt to go to Bushnell for shopping 
rather than Brooksville as Rt 50 as 301 north is a more pleasant 2 
lane country road with minimal complications. Older neighbors of 
ours also go to Bushnell to the Winn Dixie even though it is farther 
away, just to avoid the multiple lanes and medians on Rt 50. They 
avoid driving to Brooksville at all as the multiple lanes cause more 
confusion, and people are constantly jockeying for position, 
passing and causing other vehicles to pass or change lanes, and 
trying to make left hand turns across a wider road can be 
challenging. We do not want to see this industrialization of our 
beautiful country roads, and we are certain that 301 between rt 50 
and Bushnell will unfortunately be next on the list for so called 
improvements. Please spend the money elsewhere. Cleaning up 
the roadways of the unbelievable amount of litter would be first 
on our list of priorities. Repairing aging infrastructure like bridges 
would be a priority over creating new expensive highways where 
they are not needed. If you want to add a bike path or places for 
buses to pull over that would be a good addition, but this would 
be money spent on something that is unnecessary and will make 
driving more dangerous. We think older community members are 
negatively impacted by bringing 4 lane highways to our 
neighborhood. 

 
Website Comment 

Received 
(Before Hearing) 

6/23/2021 

Yes 

7 Going north on 301 you would turn left onto Johnny B Road. 
(which is just before the Christmas Tree Farm). Once on Johnny B 
look to the right where the road drops off and look to the left 
where there is a spring or pond. When we have heavy rains the 
road floods in that area. Sometimes we are unable to get out 
because of flooding. Will this become more of a problem due to 
this project? If so, can you consider it during your planning? 
Thanks for reading this. Have a Blessed Day!  

Comment Form 
Received 

(at Hearing) 
6/24/2021 

No 
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No. US 301 PD&E Study Type 

Request to  
Add to Study 
Notification 

List 

8 My concern is the proposed intersection modification at Reynolds 
Street and 301. Not sure of the population of Talisman - several 
hundred? - but I imagine most work and shopping for these 
residents is south toward Dade City. From what I understand of 
the proposal, the only safe way to enter the 4 lanes going south 
off Reynolds is to turn right toward the north and go up a mile or 
so, make a left-hand turn and finally enter traffic to go south on 
301. How about decent turn lanes on 301 at this intersection? A 
place to pull out, cross the double northbound lanes, and safely 
wait until a break in the southbound traffic comes. 

 
Comment Form 

Received 
(at Hearing) 
6/24/2021 

No 

9 Will Cummer Road be shut down permanently during project? 
Concerned because the school, my church, and boys & girls club is 
located there. 

Comment Form 
Received 

(at Hearing) 
6/24/2021 

No 

10 Please contact us regarding the Gibson property at 21146 US Hwy 
301. Is it possible to exchange this property to offset some of the 
DeCandido property that will be used for the Floodplain Comp 
Site? 

 
Comment Form 

Received 
(at Hearing) 
6/24/2021 

No 

11 Like to see a good connection to the existing Trail at current 
flyover bridge to Ridge Manor Blvd by the Fire Station to allow 
builders to avoid SR 50 and heavy traffic to get to both Ridge 
Manor and Estates and thru these areas to get to highway 301 
north toward webster area.  Also with new 301 expansion have 
wide designated bike paths especially at major intersections at 
301/SR 50 and 301 and Trilby Road. 

Comment Form 
Received 

(at Hearing) 
6/24/2021 

No 

12 Driveway concern - steep grade  
Comment Form 

Received 
(at Hearing) 
6/24/2021 

No 

13 I don’t have any problems with the project. I’m all for it. I only ask 
that consideration be given. My property is near the 
Withlacoochee Bridge on the east side south about 150 yards of 
everything inside the river, and I have two entrances. The north 
entrance is a dedicated street, and it’s on the Hernando County 
official map. The south entrance is in Pasco County, I pay taxes to 
both of you guys, and that’s the main entrance. My north 
entrance, you’re not giving me access and it’s a dedicated street. 
My south entrance you’re helping flood by extending the culvert 
under the road from a drainage pond across the other side which 
already floods me, and you’re going to extend it further back my 
driveway, which is just going to flood more of my driveway back to 
where I put my house next year, and I’d just ask some 
consideration of that. That’s it. Thank you. 
 

Formal Comment 
Received 

(at Hearing) 
6/24/2021 

No 
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No. US 301 PD&E Study Type 

Request to  
Add to Study 
Notification 

List 

14 First of all, let me just make a comment. The Withlacoochee River 
is an OFW, an Outstanding Florida Waterway. I do hope your 
environmental people have taken that into considerations. My 
main reason for being here is the County Road -- County Road 
State Road 575 intersection. Okay. You have over 2,000 people 
living on the east side of that in Lachoochee. And while I’m not an 
advocate of roundabouts, I think that would be a better option 
than signalizating that intersection. I believe the whole purpose of 
this is to move truck traffic. And you’re putting two signals in this 
stretch of land, I think that just -- we don’t need to do that. Like I 
say, the roundabout at Trilby, none of us really liked it, but it 
works. I’d rather have that than signals. That’s all I have to say. 
Thank you. 

Formal Comment 
Received 

(at Hearing) 
6/24/2021 

Yes 

 
 

In addition, there were several comments and concerns that staff members heard from members of 
the public hearing during the open house which were: 

1. Concerns with the exact amount of new right of way to be taken on either side of US 301, or how 
far the new alignment will extend beyond existing right of way/edge of pavement. 

 
2. Construction begin and end times, as well as duration. 
 
3. Driveway access for several adjacent property owners. 
 
4. Questions on median opening access in several areas along the project.  
 
5. Timing of when the SR 50 project under construction would be completed and related to the 

timing of when this US 301 project might begin construction. 
 

As a result of comment number 2 above, the FDOT responded the following on September 23, 2021: 

Comment: We live near the southern start of this project study, just have a few questions.  
Thank you!  

 
(Our interest in project)  
We own 13.5 acres that some borders (450 feet) our pasture is right near the major HWY 
sign Brooksville and Wildwood. Our homes 2x were built in 1930. Our goal for the property 
would be to keep the natural history of Pasco county, these two roads coming into Pasco 
County are first impression of the old natural county. Questions and problems we see on a 
daily basis. 

 
Questions 
1. Any study that would change the intersection at 98 and 301. 
2. Would our land (20216 US HWY Dade City FL 33523) be used for this project.  
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Response: Thank you for your questions/comments on the US 301 PD&E study from south of US 98 
to SR 50 that was received via the project website. Please see below for responses to your 
questions. 

 
1. The US 98 at US 301 intersection is proposed to be signalized. There will be two lanes of 
traffic in each direction along US 301. Adding the signal at this intersection would alleviate 
the yield concern that you indicated in your comment.  

 
2. No additional right of way would be needed from your property at this time for the 
proposed improvements. 

 
There are no plans to make changes south of the US 301/US 98 intersection, four lanes will 
remain as-is. If you have safety concerns, please contact Pete Hsu with the FDOT Safety 
department for further information. 

 

As a result of comment number 3 above, the FDOT responded the following on September 23, 2021: 

Comment: Good morning. According to your webpage for the PD&E study, “The proposed 
improvements will include construction of stormwater management facility (SMF) and 
floodplain compensation (FPC) sites, various intersection improvements, median 
modifications, and multimodal facilities (pedestrian, bicycle and transit accommodations).”  
The Hernando County School Board owns an 80 acre parcel of land (parcel key # 1386020) 
on McKethan Road, approximately 0.85 miles west of US 301. Please advise whether the 
SMF or FPC sites will have any impact on the School Board’s property. Thanks in advance. 
Jim Lipsey, Manager of Planning, Design & Construction, Hernando County School District. 
(352) 797-7050 x410. 

 
Response: Thank you for your questions/comments on the US 301 PD&E study from south of US 98 

to SR 50 that were received via the project website. 
 

The Hernando County School Board property is located outside the study area and will not 
be impacted. 

 

As a result of comment number 4 above, the FDOT responded the following on September 23, 2021: 

Comment: A low cost, simple solution to most of your major concerns of the 4 mile stretch of US 301 
between Pasco-Hernando county. Is to put another Round-About at US301-Trilacoochee 
Intersection.  

 
1) Make it small like the US98-Trilby intersection.  
2) Traffic flow will be forced to slow down and pay attention!  
3) Traffic that don’t like a small Round-About will seek an alternate route!  
4) We have seen the biggest traffic flow increases when construction started on SR50 and 

the small new Round-About construction and completion at US 98 an Trilby Rd.  
 

Also, we need a righthand turn lane into FT. Dade Mobile Home Park! This is a Safety 
Concern. Thank You 

 
Response: Thank you for your questions/comments on the US 301 PD&E study from south of US 98 

to SR 50 that were received via the project website. 
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Since US 301 is proposed to have 4 through lanes at Trilby Road, a proposed roundabout 
at this location would need to have multiple circulating lanes. Unlike the existing single 
lane roundabout at the US 98 intersection, a multi-lane roundabout would have greater 
impacts on adjacent properties. Further, multi-lane roundabouts have been found to be 
less safe than single lane roundabouts. So at this time we are not including a proposed 
roundabout at this location. Adding an additional northbound right turn lane would require 
the acquisition of additional right of way and is not currently part of the proposed concept 
plans. The addition of the 2nd northbound travel lane should allow for right turns into Fort 
Dade Mobile Home Park while allowing traffic to use the inside lane to continue 
northbound. 

 

As a result of comment number 5 above, the FDOT responded the following on September 23, 2021: 

Comment: WE NEED SIDEWALK FROM 19 -50 AT THE FOUR WAY  LIGHTS TO ROGERS PARK  RYAN 
OTTO ALLEN WAS MY  FAMILY FRIEND OF 15+ YEARS HE WAS THE VICTIM OF THE RECENT 
HIT AND RUN LAST WEEK AND  ONE WEEK PRIOR A  FEMALE BICYCLIST WAS HIT AT THE 
END OF DARTS STREET OUR LIVES MATTER TOO JUST BECAUSE PEOPLE DRIVE DOES NOT 
MEAN THEY OWN THE ROAD THEY NEED TO SLOW DOWN AS WELL MORE CHILDREN AT 
PLAY SIGNS OR BUS STOP SIGNS SLOW OR SPEED LIMIT SIGNS AND WALKWAYS ARE 
NEEDED INCLUDING ON DARTS STREET. 
 

Response: Thank you for your questions/comments on the US 301 PD&E study from south of US 98 
to SR 50 that were received via the project website. 
 

This project is not located near Weeki Wachee. It is located along US 301 in Pasco and 
Hernando Counties, east of I-75. We will forward your concerns to the Traffic Ops 
department to follow up. 

 

As a result of comment number 7 above, the FDOT responded the following on September 23, 2021: 

Comment: Going north on 301 you would turn left onto Johnny B Road. (which is just before the 
Christmas Tree Farm). Once on Johnny B look to the right where the road drops off and look 
to the left where there is a spring or pond. When we have heavy rains the road floods in 
that area. Sometimes we are unable to get out because of flooding. Will this become more 
of a problem due to this project? If so, can you consider it during your planning? Thanks for 
reading this. Have a Blessed Day! 

 
Response: Thank you for your questions/comments on the US 301 PD&E study from south of US 98 

to SR 50 that were received via comment form at the public hearing. 
 

We will take this input into consideration and look at it more closely during the design 
phase of the project. 

 

As a result of comment number 9 above, the FDOT responded the following on September 23, 2021: 

Comment: Will Cummer Road be shut down permanently during project? Concerned because the 
school, my church, and boys & girls club is located there. 
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Response: Thank you for your questions/comments on the US 301 PD&E study from south of US 98 
to SR 50 that was received via comment form at the public hearing. 

Cummer Road will remain open, and a full median opening is proposed at the US 
301/Cumer Road intersection. 

 

As a result of comment number 11 above, the FDOT responded the following on September 23, 2021: 

Comment: Like to see a good connection to the existing Trail at current flyover bridge to Ridge Manor 
Blvd by the Fire Station to allow builders to avoid SR 50 and heavy traffic to get to both 
Ridge Manor and Estates and thru these areas to get to highway 301 north toward 
webster area.  Also with new 301 expansion have wide designated bike paths especially 
at major intersections at 301/SR 50 and 301 and Trilby Road. 

Response: Thank you for your questions/comments on the US 301 PD&E study from south of US 98 
to SR 50 that were received via comment form at the public hearing. 

This project does not include improvements along SR 50. Please see the following website 
for more information about the SR 50 construction project: 
https://www.fdottampabay.com/project/254/416732-4-52-01.  We will also forward 
your concerns to the department project manager. 

The proposed improvements along US 301 will provide a 10-foot wide sidewalk on the 
east side of US 301 for the length of the project. Additionally, there will be crosswalks at 
US 301/US 98 and US 301/Trilby Road intersections providing pedestrian and bike access 
to the west side of US 301 to connect to the Withlacoochee Trail south of US 98.   
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Appendix A 
Agency and Stakeholder Coordination  



Florida Department of Transportation
RON DESANTIS 

GOVERNOR 
11201 N. McKinley Drive 

Tampa, FL  33612 
KEVIN J. THIBAULT, P.E. 

SECRETARY 

www.fdot.gov 

5/25/2021 

Zakia Williams  
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service  
7915 Baymeadows Way Ste. 200 
Jacksonville, FL 32256  
zakia_williams@fws.gov  

RE: Endangered Species Act Section 7 Coordination 
US 301 / State Road (SR) 35 from south of US 98 to SR 50 
Pasco and Hernando Counties, Florida 
WPI Segment No: 447536-1 

Dear Ms. Williams: 

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District Seven, is conducting a Project 
Development and Environment (PD&E) Study for US 301 / State Road (SR) 35 from south of US 
98 to SR 50 in Pasco and Hernando Counties, Florida (Figure 1). Improvements proposed as part 
of this PD&E Study include:  

• Widen US 301 from two to four lanes
• Construct new 2-lane southbound bridge over Withlacoochee River (west of existing

bridge)
• Construct new pedestrian bridge over Withlacoochee River (east of existing bridge)
• Construct 10-foot sidewalk on east side of US 301 and 6-foot sidewalk on west side of US

301 to Trilby Road

To meet drainage and stormwater requirements, stormwater management facility (SMF) and 
floodplain compensation (FPC) sites are also proposed to accommodate new impervious surface 
due to widening as well as address potential floodplain encroachment. The SMF and FPC sites are 
located outside of the existing right of way and are identified in the Natural Resources Evaluation 
(NRE).  All sites were evaluated, but detailed field reviews were conducted for the preferred 
alternatives. 

This NRE was prepared to document the natural resources (wetlands, protected species, and 
Essential Fish Habitat [EFH]) analyses performed to support decisions related to the evaluation of 
the project alternatives. The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by 
applicable federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by FDOT 
pursuant to 23 United States Code (U.S.C.) § 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated 
December 14, 2016, and executed by Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and FDOT. 

For



Zakia Williams, USFWS 
WPI Segment No: 447536-1 

US 301 from south of US 98 to SR 50 
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Figure 1 – Project Location Map 
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Protected Species and Habitat 
 
Federally protected species assessed for this project include the following: Florida scrub-jay, 
eastern indigo snake, red-cockaded woodpecker, eastern black rail, and wood stork. A finding of 
may affect, not likely to adversely affect was assigned for the eastern indigo snake, eastern black 
rail, and wood stork. A finding of no effect was assigned for the Florida scrub-jay and red-
cockaded woodpecker. This is provided in Table 1.  The gopher tortoise, a candidate species for 
federal listing under the Endangered Species Act, was assessed and received a finding of no 
adverse effect anticipated. Additionally, review for the federally protected bald eagle and osprey 
were conducted for this project. The project area was evaluated for Critical Habitat designated by 
Congress in 50 CFR 17.  Review of the USFWS’s available GIS data resulted in the identification 
of no Critical Habitat within the project area. 
 

Table 1: Protected Species Potentially Occurring in the 
Project Area with Effect Determinations 

Scientific Name Common Name Federal 
Status Effect Determination 

Aphelocoma coerulescens Florida scrub-jay T No Effect 

Drymarchon corais couperi Eastern indigo snake T MANLAA 

Dryobates borealis Red-cockaded 
woodpecker E No Effect 

Gopherus polyphemus Gopher tortoise C No Adverse Effect Anticipated 

Haliaeetus leucocephalus Bald eagle MBTA+ -- 
Laterallus jamaicensis 

jamaicensis Eastern black rail T MANLAA 

Mcyteria americana Wood stork T MANLAA 

Pandion haliaetus Osprey MBTA -- 
Legend: T=Threatened, E=Endangered, C=Candidate 
MANLAA=May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect 
MBTA=Migratory Bird Treaty Act, +=Also protected under the Bald & Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) 
*Species not evaluated under the 1988 Environmental Assessment/Finding of No Significant Impact 
 

 
Wetlands 
 
Wetlands and surface waters within the study area reviewed as part of this PD&E study include 
freshwater systems. The proposed Build Alternative would result in approximately 0.70 acres of 
herbaceous and forested wetland impacts and 2.36 acres of surface water impacts, see Table 2 for 
details. All jurisdictional wetland and seagrass impacts that result from the construction of this 
project will be mitigated pursuant to Section 373.4137, Florida Statue (F.S.), to satisfy all 
mitigation requirements of Part IV of Chapter 373, F.S., and 33 U.S.C. §1344. 
 
  



Zakia Williams, USFWS 
WPI Segment No: 447536-1 

US 301 from south of US 98 to SR 50 
 

Page 4 of 5 

Table 2: Potential Wetland and Surface Water Impacts 

 
Type of Wetland or 

Surface Water 
Project Impact 

Acreage Functional Loss 

Project 

Totals 

Forested 0.68 0.47 

Herbaceous 0.02 0.01 

Total Wetlands 0.70 0.48 

Palustrine 0.58 -- 

Riverine 1.78 -- 

Total Surface Waters 2.36 -- 

Project Total 3.06 0.48 

 
 
Essential Fish Habitat 
No EFH was identified within the project area; therefore, no impacts to EFH will occur as a result 
of this project. 
 
The NRE is attached for your review. The FDOT respectfully requests a response from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service within 30 days. If you have any questions or need additional information, 
please contact me at (813) 975-6455 or email me at allison.conner@dot.state.fl.us. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Allison Conner 
Environmental Specialist III 
Planning and Environmental Management Office (PLEMO) 
Florida Department of Transportation – District Seven 
 
 
cc: Ashley Henzel, FDOT 

Robin Rhinesmith, FDOT 
Kirk Bogen, FDOT 
Thu-Huong Clark, OEM 
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service finds the attached project documentation complete and 
sufficient and ______ concurs/ ______ does not concur with the recommendations and 
findings provided herein.

USFWS Comments:

Zakia Williams (or Designee)      Date
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
North Florida Ecological Services Office
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Allison Conner 

Environmental Specialist III 

Planning and Environmental Management Office 

Florida Department of Transportation District 7 

11201 North McKinley Drive 

Tampa, FL 3612  

allison.conner@dot.state.fl.us  

 

Re:  US-301 from South of US-98 to SR-50, Natural Resource Evaluation, Pasco and 

Hernando Counties 

 

Dear Ms. Conner: 

 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) staff reviewed the above-

referenced Natural Resource Evaluation (NRE) in accordance with FWC’s authorities 

under Chapter 379, Florida Statutes and Rule 68A-27, Florida Administrative Code. 

 

The proposed work by the Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District 7 

involves widening US-301 from two to four lanes, constructing a 12-foot shared-use trail 

on the north of SR-52 over the Withlachoochee River west of the existing bridge, 

constructing a new pedestrian bridge over the Withlachoochee River east of the existing 

bridge, and constructing a 10-foot sidewalk on the east side of US-301 and a 6-foot 

sidewalk on the west side of US-301 to Trilby Road.  Milling and resurfacing the existing 

two-lane roadway travel lanes and road shoulders will also be completed, however, no 

new work or disturbance will occur outside of the existing right-of-way.   

 

We expect the project will have minimal impacts to habitat or fish and wildlife resources 

including protected species.  FWC staff has no additional comments regarding the subject 

NRE and agree with the determinations of effect and project commitments for protected 

species. 

 

If you have specific technical questions regarding this information, please contact Terry 

Gilbert at (850) 728-1103 or terry.gilbert@MyFWC.com.  For all other inquires please 

contact our office by e-mail at ConservationPlanningServices@MyFWC.com. 

 

Sincerely 

 
Jennifer D. Goff, Deputy Director 

Division of Habitat and Species Conservation  

 

jdg/tg 
US 301 from south of US-98 to SR-50 NRE_44422_06242021 
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SECRETARY 

May 27, 2021 

Timothy A. Parsons, Ph.D., 
Director and State Historic Preservation Officer 
Florida Division of Historical Resources 
Florida Department of State 
R.A. Gray Building 
500 South Bronough Street 
Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 

Attn:  Alyssa McManus, Transportation Compliance Review Program 

RE:  Cultural Resource Assessment Survey 
US 301/State Road (SR) 35 from South of US 98 to SR 50 
Project Development and Environment Study 
Pasco and Hernando Counties, Florida 
Work Program Item Segment No.: 447536-1 
Federal Aid Project No.: TBD 

Dear Dr. Parsons, 

Enclosed please find one copy of the report titled Cultural Resource Assessment Survey of US 
301/State Road (SR 35) from South of US 98 to SR 50, Pasco and Hernando Counties, Florida.  
Also enclosed are 50 Florida Master Site File (FMSF) forms (five updates for 8HE00692, 
8HE00693, 8HE00790, 8HE00813, and 8PA0005, plus 45 originals for 8HE00914 - 
8HE00925, 8PA03218, 8PA03219, 8PA03220, 8PA03228 – 8PA3255 and 8PA03305) and a 
Survey Log. One linear resource is recorded with two FMSF forms (one in each county). This 
report presents the findings of a Cultural Resource Assessment Survey (CRAS) conducted in 
support of the proposed widening of US 301 in Pasco and Hernando Counties, Florida. The 
Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT), District 7, is prepare a Project 
Development and Environment (PD&E) Study to evaluate alternatives to widen US 301 from US 
98 in Pasco County to State Road (SR) 50 (Cortez Boulevard) in Hernando County. The proposed 
improvements will include construction of stormwater management facility (SMF) and floodplain 
compensation (FPC) sites. The project will require the acquisition of right-of-way (ROW). This 
project is federally funded. 

The purpose of the CRAS was to locate, identify, and bound any archaeological resources, historic 
structures, and potential districts within the project’s area of potential effects (APE) and assess 
their potential for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  The project APE 
was defined as the existing and proposed US 301 ROW within which construction is proposed and 

Improve Safety, Enhance Mobility, Inspire Innovation 
www.fdot.gov 
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was extended to the back or side property lines of adjacent parcels or a distance of no more than 
100 meters (330 feet). The APE for the proposed ponds was defined as the pond footprints in 
addition to a 100-foot buffer. The archaeological survey was limited to the existing and proposed 
ROW and the proposed pond footprints; the architectural history survey included the entire APE. 
 
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal 
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by the FDOT pursuant to 
23 U.S.C. §327 and a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) dated December 14, 2016 and 
executed by the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and FDOT.  
 
This CRAS was conducted in accordance with the requirements set forth in Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, found in 36 CFR Part 800 (Protection of 
Historic Properties).  The studies also comply with Chapter 267 of the Florida Statutes and Rule 
Chapter 1A-46, Florida Administrative Code and Section 267.12, Florida Statutes, Chapter 1A-
32.  All work was performed in accordance with Part 2, Chapter 8 of FDOT’s PD&E Manual 
(revised July 2020), FDOT’s Cultural Resources Management Handbook, and the standards 
stipulated in the Florida Division of Historical Resources’ (FDHR) Cultural Resource 
Management Standards & Operations Manual, Module Three: Guidelines for Use by Historic 
Preservation Professionals.  The Principal Investigator for this project meets the Secretary of the 
Interior’s Standards and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation (48 FR 44716-42).  
This study also complies with Public Law 113-287 (Title 54 U.S.C.), which incorporates the 
provisions of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, and the Archeological 
and Historic Preservation Act of 1979, as amended.   
 
The archaeological survey consisted of subsurface archaeological testing and pedestrian survey. A 
total of 528 shovel tests were excavated within the US 301 ROW and proposed pond footprints, 
of which 55 were positive for cultural material. This resulted in the identification of eight new 
archaeological sites (8HE00914, 8HE00915, 8HE00924, 8HE00925, 8PA03218, 8PA03219, 
8PA03220, and 8PA03305) and 17 archaeological occurrences. In addition, two previously 
recorded archaeological sites, 8HE00283 and 8PA0005, were revisited within the APE. 
 
No evidence of either previously recorded archaeological site was recovered during the fieldwork; 
therefore, there is insufficient information to evaluate the portions of sites 8HE00283 and 
8PA00005 within the archaeological APE for eligibility in  the NRHP. All eight newly recorded 
sites consist of prehistoric or prehistoric/historic artifact scatters. Due to low artifact density and/or 
the absence of diagnostic material and features, all eight sites are recommended ineligible for the 
NRHP, as expressed within the APE. No further work within the current APE is recommended for 
the previously recorded or newly recorded archaeological sites. However, none of the eight newly 
recorded sites could be delineated outside the APE. As such, insufficient information is available 
to evaluate portions of these sites that may exist beyond the current APE. If project plans change 
such that additional ROW or ponds acreage is proposed, additional archaeological work is 
recommended. 
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Archaeological occurrences are, by definition, ineligible for consideration on the NRHP. No 
further work is recommended. 

The architectural survey resulted in the identification and evaluation of 39 historic resources within 
the US 301 APE, including four previously recorded resources and 35 newly recorded resources. 
The four previously recorded resources include two structures (8HE00692 and 8HE00693), one 
road (US 301-8HE00813/8PA02675), and one canal (Lake Geneva Canal-8HE00790). The two 
structures, the Lake Geneva Canal, and a 900-foot section of US 301 within Hernando County 
(8HE00813) were all previously determined ineligible for listing in the NRHP by the State Historic 
Preservation Officer (SHPO). It is the opinion of SEARCH that these four resources have not 
gained historical significance since they were last documented and remain ineligible for listing in 
the NRHP. The remainder of US 301 in the Hernando County portion of the APE (8HE00813), as 
well as the entirety of the segment within the Pasco County portion of the APE (8PA02675), are 
newly recorded segments, although other sections of the resource has been previously recorded at 
other locations to the south of the APE in Pasco County. The newly recorded segments of US 301 
within the current project APE exhibit the same characteristics as those segments previously 
determined ineligible, and so are also recommended ineligible for inclusion in the NRHP. The 35 
newly recorded historic resources are all historic structures (8HE00918 – 8HE00923 and 
8PA03228 – 8PA3255) with the exception of one resource group (Fort Dade Mobile Home Park-
8HE00917). All of these newly recorded resources lack the architectural distinction and the 
significant historical associations necessary to be considered for individual listing in the NRHP, 
and all are recommended ineligible. No existing or potential historic districts were identified. No 
further architectural history survey is recommended. 

Based on the results of this study, it is the opinion of the District that the proposed undertaking 
will have no adverse effect on NRHP-listed, eligible, or potentially eligible historic properties.  No 
further work is recommended.   

I respectfully request your concurrence with the findings of the enclosed report.  

If you have any questions or need further assistance, please contact Crystal Geiger at (813) 
975-6637 or crystal.geiger@dot.state.fl.us. 

Sincerely, 

Crystal Geiger 
District 7 Cultural Resource Coordinator 

Enclosures 
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cc:  Thu-Huong Clark, FDOT OEM  Lindsay Rothrock, FDOT OEM 

Robin Rhinesmith, FDOT District 7  Ashley Henzel, FDOT District 7 
 Jeff Novotney, American   Berenice Sueiro-Vazquez, Atkins 
 Beth Chambless, SEARCH 
 

The Florida State Historic Preservation Officer finds the attached Cultural Resource 

Assessment Survey Report complete and sufficient and ☐ concurs / ☐ does not concur 

with the recommendations and findings provided in this cover letter for SHPO/FDHR Project 
File Number _____________________________. Or, the SHPO finds the attached 
document contains _______ insufficient information.  

In accordance with the Programmatic Agreement among the ACHP, SHPO and FDOT 
Regarding Implementation of the Federal-Aid Highway Program in Florida, if providing 
concurrence with a finding of No Historic Properties Affected for a project as a whole, or 
to No Adverse Effect on a specific historic property, SHPO shall presume that FDOT may 
approve the project as de minimis use under Section 4(f) under 23 CFR 774. 

SHPO Comments: 

 

 

 

    

Timothy A. Parsons, PhD, Director 
Florida Division of Historical Resources  

Date 

  

June 22, 2021
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Meeting Name: FDOT US 98 widening from SR 54 
to SR 50 - Pre App Meeting #3 
(Alignment change in Segments 3 and 4) 

Date: 12/22 

Location: Online Teams Meeting 

Compile By: Osiris 9 Consulting 

 

Attendees 

Name: Organization: Project Role: 

Monte Ritter, P.E. SWFWMD ERP Reviewer 

Anthony Celani, P.E. FDOT D7 D7 Drainage Department 

Tech Wells, P.E.  Arcadis Evaluating ELAs for Segment 1 

Christian Gyle, P.E. Osiris 9 Evaluating ELAs for Segment 2,3, and 4 

Walter Nemecek, P.E.  Osiris 9 TWO Manager for ELAs in Segments 2, 3, and 4 

Kyle Morgan, E.I. Osiris 9 Evaluating ELAs for Segments 2, 3, 4,  

Not Attending 

Abdul Waris FDOT D7 D7 Project PM 

 

Meeting Minutes:  

Refresh from Previous Meetings:  
 

• 2-4 Lane Widening of 4 Segments of US98/US301 
• Segments 3 and 4 have changed from US 98 to US 301. 
• ELA Selection Criteria:  

1. Nutrient Removal 
2. Attenuation 
3. Wetland 
4. Floodplain 

 
Talking Points:  
 
Presumptive Treatment vs. ELAs: 

• An ELA will be a dry or wet pond sized to meet or exceed presumptive criteria for the portion of the 
roadway that discharges to the ELA location. Regional compensatory treatment will be calculated using 
nutrient removal efficiency defined by BMPTrains.  

• An ELA can compensate for and replace presumptive wet ponds that are sized to benefit the same 
receiving waters. To do so, the ELA must meet or exceed the total nutrient removal efficiency of those 
replaced ponds sized for presumptive criteria.  
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• Since Withlacoochee is an OFW, post-development nutrient load must be equal to or less than pre-
development. Within an OFW, for an ELA to replace presumptive wet ponds the ELA must meet or 
exceed the nutrient removal efficiency those ponds designed to meet presumptive criteria for direct 
discharges into an OFW.   

• Discharge of untreated water onto offsite property not owned by FDOT will need to be routed through 
some form of BMP before being discharged.  We cannot discharge untreated water onto private 
property even if there is an overall improvement in the watershed.   

• If the discharge is into state owned land, an agreement could be reached (if the owner concurs) to 
discharge untreated water if the same receiving water sees improvement from ELA (see if this can be 
applied in Segment 1). 

Floodplains:  
• Cup for Cup compensation is SWFWMD preference when it is adjacent (same side) to the widening 

where the encroachment occurs and involves no conveyance impacts.  
• For floodplain compensation not directly connected to impacts, consultants can use their own drainage 

models 
• FDOT stated: compensation will be based on FEMA elevations 
• SWFWMD added: if the FEMA elevations are considered the most accurate information available 
• FDOT stated: a FEMA model can be used if modeling is required and a FEMA model is present 
• SWFWMD added: if the FEMA model elevations are considered the most accurate information available 

 
ELA Sites:  

• FDOT Floodplain Site:  
o Offsite development to be collected  
o Floodplain compensation 

• Decandido:  
o Pastureland land use change: improve discharge onto private property from pre-condition 
o Floodplain Compensation 

• Tree Farm: 
o Huge nutrient load reduction 
o Farm is in a watershed that connects to the Withlacoochee almost immediately downstream of US 

98 untreated discharge 
o ELA can compensate for US 98 widening if property receiving the untreated discharge immediately 

downstream is state owned entity and approves 

Action Items: 

Osiris 9: 
1. Add presumptive treatment ponds for each basin into a post-nutrient loading model and compare 

results to ELA nutrient improvement 
2. Identify solutions for areas that discharge offsite through private property.  

Arcadis: 
1. Check who owns property to the north/east of US98 widening in segment 1 that would receive 

untreated water from the widening project.  Could we come up with a similar permit to SR 50 
widening through the State Forest?  
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Meeting Name: FDOT US 301 Widening from SR 
700 to SR 50 – Pond Design Review 

Date: 3-19-2021 

Location: Online Teams Meeting 

Compile By: Osiris 9 Consulting 

 

Attendees 

Name: Organization: Project Role: 

Monte Ritter, P.E. SWFWMD ERP Reviewer 

Anthony Celani, P.E. FDOT D7 D7 Drainage Department 

Christian Gyle, P.E. Osiris 9 Evaluating ELAs for Segments 3 and 4 

   

   

   

Not Attending 

   

 

Meeting Minutes:  

Refresh from Previous Meetings:  
 

• 2-4 Lane Widening from SR 700 to SR 50 
• An ELA can compensate for and replace presumptive wet ponds that are sized to benefit the same 

receiving waters. To do so, the ELA must meet or exceed the total nutrient removal efficiency of those 
replaced ponds sized for presumptive criteria.  

• Since Withlacoochee is an OFW, post-development nutrient load must be equal to or less than pre-
development. Within an OFW, for an ELA to replace presumptive wet ponds the ELA must meet or 
exceed the nutrient removal efficiency those ponds designed to meet presumptive criteria for direct 
discharges into an OFW.   

• Discharge of untreated water onto offsite property not owned by FDOT will need to be routed through 
some form of BMP before being discharged.  We cannot discharge untreated water onto private 
property even if there is an overall improvement in the watershed.   

• Christian showed calculations demonstrating that the two ELAs provided more nutrient removal in their 
respective watersheds than all the presumptive ponds in those same watersheds 

• This was largely influenced by the addition of directly connected impervious area and the 
nutrient removal limitations of wet ponds 
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Clarification:  
• Monte stated the previous intent of the comment for ELA’s to meet or exceed the removal efficiency of 

ponds sized for presumptive criteria was to demonstrate equivalent treatment at points of direct 
discharge into lands not owned or controlled by the FDOT 

• This is to be accomplished by some form of BMP upstream of the discharge point so that no outfall point 
receives higher pollutant runoff from the project than from a presumptive pond. 

• Monte wanted verification that the presumptive ponds for comparison are sized for OFW criteria 
• Alternately, roadway runoff that remains in FDOT R/W does not need to show equivalent treatment 

 
ELA changes from previous Pre-App Meeting:  

• Christian presented SMF 1 for the ELA on the Decandido parcel and two new SMFs (SMF 2 and 3) to 
cover attenuation at two unique outfalls from SMF 1 

• Monte stated that SMF 2 and SMF 3 will need to demonstrate equivalent treatment compared to 
presumptive treatment at those outfalls based on clarification above 

• Christian presented the ELA on the FDOT parcel near SR 50 and two new SMFs to cover attenuation at 
two unique outfalls from the SMF on the FDOT parcel 

Action Items: 

Osiris 9: 
1. Demonstrate that the widening of US 301 does not produce a higher level of pollutant runoff into 

lands not owned by the state. This will be demonstrated at each outfall point from the FDOT R/W. 
2. Calculations will demonstrate presumptive ponds are sized for OFW for basis of comparison 



Notes from Pasco MPO Community Advisory Committee Meeting (CAC) 

May 5, 2021 @ 9:00am 

Meeting held virtually and at Pasco County Government Center 

Notes by Jeff Novotny – American Consulting  

 

Agenda item V.E. – Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Amendment – US 98/US 301 Corridor 

Jensen Hackett from FDOT presented to the CAC on three project segments that FDOT is working in 
various stages for consideration to add to the LRTP.  Ashley Henzel from FDOT presented on the specific 
project of US 301 from south of US 98 in Pasco County to SR 50 in Hernando County.  She explained the 
project involves widening US 301 from 2 to 4 lanes to accommodate truck traffic and improve safety.  
The typical section will be a rural type of section with a 40’ median and inclusion of a 10’ wide sidewalk 
on the east side.  The alignment will change in the project from adding the new lanes on the east side of 
the existing lanes at the south and northern ends of the project to adding the new lanes to the west side 
of existing in the middle of the project.  Also involved is adding a new bridge for southbound traffic at 
the Withlacoochee River and a pedestrian bridge to the east for the wider sidewalk.  Approximately 25 
acres of additional ROW will be needed along US 301 to widen the road and just over 90 acres of 
additional ROW will be needed for off-site stormwater management and floodplain compensation sites 
to accommodate the roadway widening.  Relocations of 1 residential unit and 2 business units are 
anticipated.   

Questions from the CAC included: 

Q1-Will SR 50 be widened to accept traffic from US 301?   
Answer: Yes, there are several projects in the design stage and under construction to expand SR 50 from 
I-75 to east of US 301. 

Q2-Will there be median plantings of ground cover or trees to lessen heat and provide shade?  
Answer: evaluation of landscaping will be considered in the design phase 

Q3-There was a question concerning roundabouts and freight accommodations involving a different 
segment of the corridor (Dade City Bypass portion) outside of this project.   
Answer: Jensen noted that the FDOT’s ICE process (Intersection Control Evaluation) involves looking at 
the most appropriate intersection type and roundabouts are considered.  Freight movements are a 
consideration in the process. 

Q4- What funding is being used for this project? 
Answer: the funding for these projects is coming from a bucket of funding for statewide freight and rural 
highways program. 

The CAC voted unanimously to approve the LRTP Amendment. 



Notes from Pasco MPO Technical Advisory Committee Meeting (TAC) 

May 10, 2021 @ 1:30am - Meeting held virtually and at Pasco County Government Center 

Notes by Jeff Novotny – American Consulting  

Agenda item V.E. – Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) Amendment – US 98/US 301 Corridor 

Jensen Hackett from FDOT presented to the CAC on three project segments that FDOT is working in 
various stages for consideration to add to the LRTP.  Ashley Henzel from FDOT presented on the specific 
project of US 301 from south of US 98 in Pasco County to SR 50 in Hernando County.  She explained the 
project involves widening US 301 from 2 to 4 lanes to accommodate truck traffic and improve safety.  
The typical section will be a rural type of section with a 40’ median and inclusion of a 10’ wide sidewalk 
on the east side.  The alignment will change in the project from adding the new lanes on the east side of 
the existing lanes at the south and northern ends of the project to adding the new lanes to the west side 
of existing in the middle of the project.  Also involved is adding a new bridge for southbound traffic at 
the Withlacoochee River and a pedestrian bridge to the east for the wider sidewalk.  Approximately 25 
acres of additional ROW will be needed along US 301 to widen the road and just over 90 acres of 
additional ROW will be needed for off-site stormwater management and floodplain compensation sites 
to accommodate the roadway widening.  Relocations of 1 residential unit and 2 business units are 
anticipated.   

Questions from the CAC included: 

Q1-Why is this project being added to the LRTP when it was not in our priority list?  
Answer: This project is being funded from a different bucket of funding of statewide SU funds. 

Q2-Transit accommodations was mentioned in the presentation – what will they be?  
Answer: PCPT Route 30 makes its northern turn around in this area.  It enters up US 301 from the south 
from Dade City, leaves just north of US 98, then turns along Trilby Road continues to US 98 and then 
south back to Dade City.  There is an existing bus stop south of Mosstown Road in the project limits that 
can be accommodated with the project and sidewalk connections and a few other bus stops along Trilby 
Road and US 98.  FDOT staff will coordinate with PCPT on any future plans for stop upgrades or service 
changes to accommodate with this project.  

Q3-Comment that Pasco County has been designing trail connections of the Withlacoochee State Trail 
including an enhanced trailhead and would suggest coordinating with Sam Benick at the County on that 
project.  Also, the County has been looking at improvements along Cummer Road and SR 575 as part of 
a future industrial development.  Funding for the 2nd phase of that project has some issue that might 
require a PD&E study and concept design work.  Suggest coordinating with Sam on that project as well 
to look at how drainage can be accommodated.   

Q4-Question about how the SR 52/Clinton Avenue segment of a different portion of the overall US 98 
corridor fits into that southern project involved with this LRTP amendment. 

Q5-Question about funding and the answer is this project is using a different funding stream of SU funds 
than other projects in the MPO priority list.   

The CAC voted to approve the LRTP Amendment with one dissenting vote. 



Notes from Meeting with Sam Beneck of Pasco County Engineering 

May 14, 2021 @ 1:00pm - Meeting held virtually via Microsoft Teams 

Notes by Jeff Novotny – American Consulting  

Attendees – Sam Beneck, Pasco County Engineering; Ashley Henzel, FDOT; Jeff Novotny, American  

This meeting was suggested by Pasco County staff at the 5/10/21 MPO TAC meeting where Ashley 
presented to this US 301 PD&E Study to the committee for input.  It was suggested to meet with Sam 
regarding the Withlacoochee State Trail connections being planned by the County as well as potential 
improvements along Cummer Road including its intersection with US 301. 

Jeff and Ashley explained the project and showed Sam the proposed improvements that will be shown a 
the upcoming public hearing in June which include constructing a 10-foot wide sidewalk along the east 
side of US 301 from Cummer Road past the County line to US 301.  In addition, a 6-foot wide sidewalk is 
planned to be extended along the west side of US 301 from Cummer Road to the Trilby Road 
intersection.  Crosswalks will be installed at US 98 and at the Trilby Road intersections to provide 
pedestrian connections at both intersections that are proposed to be signalized with this project.  

Sam indicated the County is looking at connections to the Withlacoochee Trail from the south, so this 
project would not conflict with it.  He didn’t see any issues with what was being proposed on this 
project.  Sam did indicate that the County staff is working with future industrial development that would 
provide direct access to US 301 from Cummer Road and they are thinking that Cummer Road at US 301 
in the future might have a westsbound left turn lane.  Jeff indicated the access management plan for US 
301 maintains a full median opening at Cummer Road and the existing northbound right turn lane is 
planned to remain when the 2nd northbound through lane is added.  Jeff also said the east approach 
could be shown with radius returns for a wider throat width to accommodate a future westbound left 
turn lane. 

Jeff will provide Sam with the layout of the draft concept plans shown at the meeting and Sam will send 
60% plans the County has for the future road improvements along Cummer Road. 

The meeting ended at approximately 1:50pm 



From: Novotny, Jeffrey S.
To: "Henzel, Ashley"; Sam Beneck
Cc: Hackett, Jensen
Subject: RE: 447536-1/US 301 FDOT PD&E study (US 98 to SR 50) - Pasco CO coordination
Date: Friday, May 14, 2021 2:07:00 PM
Attachments: Attachments.html

Sam
Thanks for meeting with Ashley and I this afternoon.  Linked below are 2 PDF files that I talked
through this afternoon.  One file includes slides with the proposed typical sections.  The other larger
file contains the 3 roll plots showing the concept plans.  These are drafts that we are finalizing in
advance of the public hearing on June 24.
 
Let us know if you have any questions or comments and feel free to forward any of the plans for
other projects the County is undertaking along Cummer Road, other roadways or related to the
Withlacoochee State trail.
 
Ashley/Jensen, you may not be able to download these files due to the District’s firewall, so I will
send them to you separately via FTA.
 
 
-Jeff
 
 
 

Citrix Attachments Expires May 14, 2022

DRAFT of US 301 ConceptPlanRollPlots_20...513.pdf 104.1 MB

DRAFT of US 301 TypicalSections_20210513.pdf 2.3 MB

Download Attachments

Jeffrey Novotny uses Citrix Files to share documents securely.

 

 

Jeffrey Novotny, PE, AICP
American Consulting Professionals, LLC
2818 Cypress Ridge Blvd., Suite 200  |  Wesley Chapel, FL 33544
813.435.2646 (D)  |  813.505.7597 (M)  |  jnovotny@acp-fl.com  |  acp-
americas.com

 
 
-----Original Appointment-----
From: Henzel, Ashley <Ashley.Henzel@dot.state.fl.us> 
Sent: Wednesday, May 12, 2021 12:25 PM
To: Henzel, Ashley; Sam Beneck; Novotny, Jeffrey S.

mailto:JNovotny@acp-fl.com
mailto:Ashley.Henzel@dot.state.fl.us
mailto:sbeneck@pascocountyfl.net
mailto:Jensen.Hackett@dot.state.fl.us
https://american.sharefile.com/d-sd4a7ebee10604611a635fe28aa3477fb
mailto:jnovotny@acp-fl.com
https://www.acp-americas.com/
https://www.acp-americas.com/
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Cc: Hackett, Jensen
Subject: 447536-1/US 301 FDOT PD&E study (US 98 to SR 50) - Pasco CO coordination 
When: Friday, May 14, 2021 1:00 PM-2:00 PM (UTC-05:00) Eastern Time (US & Canada).
Where: Microsoft Teams Meeting
 
 
________________________________________________________________________________

Microsoft Teams meeting

Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting

Join with a video conferencing device

11384774@t.plcm.vc
Video Conference ID: 118 397 712 5
Alternate VTC dialing instructions

Information that is submitted to the Florida Department of Transportation is open for personal
inspection and copying by any person in accordance with Chapter 119, Florida Statutes (F.S.).

Learn More | Help | Meeting options | Legal

________________________________________________________________________________
 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_NTVlMmY4YmItZmFkNy00NTk3LWJmMDEtZTFlODE0NGE0NzM1%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22db21de5d-bc9c-420c-8f3f-8f08f85b5ada%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%226ee28af8-2346-4c80-806b-78b4a05616fd%22%7d
mailto:11384774@t.plcm.vc
https://dialin.plcm.vc/teams/?key=11384774&conf=1183977125
https://aka.ms/JoinTeamsMeeting
https://fdotservicedesk.dot.state.fl.us/CherwellPortal/winlogin
https://teams.microsoft.com/meetingOptions/?organizerId=6ee28af8-2346-4c80-806b-78b4a05616fd&tenantId=db21de5d-bc9c-420c-8f3f-8f08f85b5ada&threadId=19_meeting_NTVlMmY4YmItZmFkNy00NTk3LWJmMDEtZTFlODE0NGE0NzM1@thread.v2&messageId=0&language=en-US
https://www.fdot.gov/legal
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KICK-OFF NEWSLETTER
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District 7 is conducting a Project Development & 
Environment (PD&E) study along US 301 from south of US 98 to SR 50. This PD&E study will focus on evaluating 
the widening of this section of US 301 in Pasco and Hernando Counties. 

The project will evaluate widening US 301 from a 2-lane undivided facility to a 4-lane divided facility and 
include pedestrian/bicycle accommodations. Issues related to traffic operation, safety, access management, 
freight movements, and transit will also be addressed in the study. The study will also evaluate stormwater 
management facility (SMF) and floodplain compensation (FPC) sites. The acquisition of additional right  
of way (ROW) is anticipated on this project.

PD&E STUDY BASICS
A PD&E study is conducted to meet the requirements of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)  
and other federal and state requirements. The study is to ensure that the implementation of transportation 
projects reflect and incorporate the unique engineering and community characteristics of the area. During 
the study, we determine the location and conceptual design of feasible “build” alternatives for transportation  
improvements and analyze each of their social, economic and environmental effects. The “no-build” 
alternative, which leaves US 301 in it’s present state and provides for only routine maintenance, will remain 
an option throughout the study.
 
The PD&E study will be finalized after the public hearing when the environmental reports are completed  
and approved by the FDOT Office of Environmental Management (OEM). If a “build” alternative is selected  
and funding programmed, the project may then proceed to the next phases in development, which are the  
design and right of way acquistion phases.

F E B R U A R Y  2 0 2 1

US Highway 301 (US 301)/State Road (SR) 35 
Project Development & Environment (PD&E) Study
From South of US 98 to SR 50/Cortez Boulevard
Pasco & Hernando Counties | WPI Segment No.: 447536-1

The environmental review, consultation, 
and other actions required by applicable 
federal environmental laws for this 
project are being, or have been, carried 
out by the Florida Department of 
Transportation (FDOT) pursuant to 
23 U.S.C. §327 and a Memorandum 
of Understanding dated December 
14, 2016 and executed by the Federal 
Highway Administration and FDOT.
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FDOT District Seven 
11201 N. McKinley Drive 

Tampa, FL 33612 

 

 Join the Conversation 
about the  

US Highway 301   
PD&E Study   

  Questions? 
 Contact:   

Ashley Henzel, P.E.  
FDOT Project Manager 

(813) 975-6433 or (800) 226-7220 
ashley.henzel@dot.state.fl.us 

 
 

Media Inquiries? 
 Contact:  

Kris Carson 
Public Information Officer 

(813) 975-6202 or (800) 226-7220 
kristen.carson@dot.state.fl.us         

Project Website 
 For more information on this study, 

visit our project website:  
www.fdotd7studies.com/

projects/us301-us98-to-sr50/



TASKS
2020 2021

OCT NOV DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV

Data Collection

Engineering & 
Environmental 
Analysis

Public Hearing*

Study 
Approval**

GET INVOLVED TODAY!
We invite you to get involved! The public plays an important role in the  
project development and decision-making process of this study.  
Opportunities for you to provide your input will be available throughout  
the study by means of submitting comments or attending the public  
hearing. Project newsletters like this one will be mailed out to all  
property owners adjacent to the study area and to federal, state,  
and local officials at key points during the study. There are multiple 
ways to get involved — call, write, or email us. You can also join us  
at our public hearing or invite us to speak at one of your own meetings!

NON-DISCRIMINATION
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national 
origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status. Persons who require 
special accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act  
or persons who require translation service (free of charge) should contact  
Alex Henry, Public Involvement Coordinator, at (813) 975-6405 or by  
email to: alex.henry@dot.state.fl.us.

COMUNIQUESE CON NOSOTROS
Si usted tiene preguntas o comentarios, o si simplemente desea más 
información sobre este proyecto, por favor ponerse en contacto con el  
señor Manuel Flores al teléfono (813) 975-4248 o al correo electrónico: 
manuel.flores@dot.state.fl.us.

PROJECT SCHEDULE
The US 301 PD&E study began in the late Summer of 2020. The 
project activities include collecting information, developing roadway  
improvement alternatives and evaluating the potential environmental 
and social effects of the “no-build” and “build” alternatives. A public  
hearing is tentatively scheduled for the Summer of 2021 and the study  
is expected to be completed in the Fall of 2021.

 

 

Florida Department of Transportation 
District Seven 
11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-500 
Tampa, FL 33612

The FDOT and/or authorized agents may need to make entry onto your property sometime between February 2021 and June 2021 for the purpose of conducting land surveys 
and gathering environmental and geotechnical data. Data collected will be analyzed as we develop concept plans and engineering and environmental reports. Property entry 
is authorized by Florida Statute 337.274 and is solely for the purpose of gathering data and will not interfere with continued use or occupancy of your property. Florida Statute 
337.274 authorizes FDOT staff or its agents to enter any lands, waters, and premises to conduct surveys, soundings, drillings, environmental assessments and other examinations 
necessary to perform our duties.

RIGHT OF ENTRY

* Public Hearing - Summer 2021     ** Study Approval - Fall 2021



The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) District Seven will hold a public hearing on June  
24, 2021, regarding the Project Development & Environment (PD&E) study, WPI Segment No. 447536-1, 
for the proposed improvements to US 301/State Road (SR) 35 from south of US 98 to SR 50 in Pasco and 
Hernando Counties, a distance of approximately 4.0 miles. The public hearing will be offered in-person, 
with an option to attend online. In accordance with Section 335.188, Florida Statutes, this Public Hearing 
is also being held to provide the opportunity for public comment on the proposed access management 
reclassification for US 301 from the Pasco/Hernando County Line to SR 50 (Cortez Boulevard) from 
Access Class 4 to Access Class 3 due to proposed changes from a non-restrictive to a restrictive median.  

This public hearing is being conducted both in-person 
and virtually to present information to and receive 
public input from interested persons regarding the 
proposed improvements to US 301, which include  
providing comments regarding the median modifications 
along the study corridor. Citizens who choose to attend 
the virtual hearing session must do so through a 
computer, tablet or smartphone via GoToWebinar. Virtual  
attendees must register online at the project website: 
www.fdotd7studies.com/projects/us301-us98-to-sr50/. 
Another option to attend the formal portion of the 
hearing is by phone at (914) 614-3221 using access 
code 243-778-487, however phone attendees will be in  
listen-only mode. Additional information related to the 
public hearing is included in the newsletter insert. 

Florida Department of Transportation  
District Seven 
11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 7-500 
Tampa, FL 33612

Project Schedule

US 301/State Road (SR) 35 
Project Development & Environment (PD&E) Study
From South of US 98 to SR 50
Pasco & Hernando Counties | WPI Segment No.: 447536-1

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE   I   PROJECT NEWSLETTER: JUNE 2021

Get Involved Today!
We invite you to get involved! The public plays an important role 
in the project development and decision-making process of this 
study. Opportunities for you to provide your input will be available 
throughout the study by means of submitting comments or 
attending the public hearing. There are multiple ways to get involved 
- call, write, or email us. For details on how to provide your input 
and attend the public hearing, please see the insert page provided. 
You can also invite us to speak at one of your own meetings! 
 

Non-Discrimination
Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national 
origin, age, sex, religion, disability, or family status. Persons who require 
special accommodations under the Americans with Disabillities Act 
(ADA) or persons who require translation services (free of charge) 
should contact Alex Henry, Public Involvement Coordinator, at alex.
henry@dot.state.fl.us, by telephone at (813) 975-6405 or  toll-free 
at 1 (800) 226-7220, or by written correspondence at least seven (7) 
days prior to the hearing to the Florida Department of Transportation, 
District Seven, 11201 N. McKinley Drive, MS 5-500, Tampa, FL 33612.  
 

Comuniquese Con Nosotros
Si usted tiene preguntas o comentarios, o si simplemente desea más 
información sobre este proyector, por favor ponerse en contacto 
con el  señor Manuel Flores al teléfono 813-975-4248 o al correo 
electrónico: manuel.flores@dot.state.fl.us.

FDOT Five Year Tentative Work Program Fiscal Year 2021/2022 to 
Fiscal Year 2025/2026.

Project Funding

For more information on this study, visit our project website:
www.fdotd7studies.com/projects/us301-us98-to-sr50/

Study Began Summer 2020

Data Collection Completed May 2021 

Preparation of Documents Ongoing

Public Hearing June 24, 2021

PD&E Study Approval September/October 2021

Phase Fiscal Year(s)

PD&E Ongoing

Design Design Build (See Construction)

Right of Way Acquisition Not Currently Funded

Construction Not Currently Funded

JOIN THE 
CONVERSATION

about the 
US 301/SR 35 PD&E 

Study
We want your comments  

and suggestions  
throughout the study. 

HAVE  
QUESTIONS? 

We’re here to help. 
Give us a call, send us an email,  

or let us come speak to your group:

Ashley Henzel, P.E.  
FDOT Project Manager 

FDOT—District Seven 
11201 N. McKinley Dr. 

Tampa, FL 33612 
ashley.henzel@dot.state.fl.us 

813-975-6433 
800-226-7220

— Or — 
 

Media Inquiries 
Kris Carson 

Public Information Officer  
FDOT—District Seven 
11201 N. McKinley Dr. 

Tampa, FL 33612 
kristen.carson@dot.state.fl.us 

813-975-6202 
800-226-7220

HEARING DATE  
June 24, 2021 

5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. 
Formal presentation 6:30 p.m. 

 

In-person Session 
Location 

Community Center of Ridge Manor 
34240 Cortez Boulevard 
Ridge Manor, FL 33523 

 

Registration to  
Virtual Session 

www.fdotd7studies.com/projects/ 
us301-us98-to-sr50/

• Florida Department of Transportation, District 7: Planning & Environmental Management Office 
 11201 N. McKinley Drive MS 7-500, Tampa, FL 33612, Mon.-Fri.: 8 am to 5 pm; Closed on Sat. & Sun.  
•   East Hernando Branch Library: 6457 Windermere  Road, Brooksville, FL 34602 
 Tues. & Wed.: 10 am to 6 pm; Thurs.: 12 pm to 8 pm; Fri. & Sat.: 9 am to 5 pm.  
 The library is closed on Sun. & Mon.  
•   Hugh Embry Library: 14215 4th Street, Dade City,  FL 33523, Mon. & Wed.: 10 am to 8 pm;  
 Tues. & Thurs.: 10 am to 6 pm; Fri. & Sat.: 10 am to 5 pm.  The library is closed on Sunday.  
The environmental review, consultation, and other actions required by applicable federal 
environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by the Florida Department 
of Transportation (FDOT) pursuant to 23 U.S. C. §327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated 
December 14, 2016 and executed by the Federal Highway Administration and FDOT.   
FDOT welcomes and appreciates everyone’s participation. If you have questions about the project or 
the scheduled hearing, please contact Ashley Henzel, P.E., FDOT Project Manager at (813) 975-6433 or 
(800) 226-7220 or visit our project website at www.fdotd7studies.com/projects/us301-us98-to-sr50/.  
Sincerely,

Kirk Bogen, P.E. 
Environmental Management Engineer

This public hearing will be conducted in accordance 
with all federal, state, and local requirements. This 
newsletter also serves as notice to property owners 
(pursuant to Florida Statues 339.155) that all or a portion 
of their property is within a minimum of 300 feet of 
the centerline of the alignment; however, this does not 
mean that all properties would be directly affected.   
Maps, drawings and other project information will  
be available at the in-person hearing session  
and for review online starting on June 21, 2021, at  
www.fdotd7studies.com/projects/us301-us98-to-sr50/. 
Draft project engineering and environmental reports 
will be available for public review from June 3, 2021, to 
July 6, 2021, on the project website and at the following 
locations:

In-Person Session 
Location

PROJECT LOCATION & STUDY AREA MAP



What is a PD&E Study?
The Project Development and Environment (PD&E) study is 
a comprehensive study that evaluates social, economic and 
environmental effects associated with the proposed transportation 
improvements so that the FDOT can reach a decision on the type, 
location and conceptual design to meet the project’s proposed 
purpose and need. Engaging the public by sharing and receiving 
information is a key component of this process and is required by 
the National Environmental Policy Act. 

Study Purpose
The purpose of the project is to address existing safety issues and 
accommodate future traffic growth. This segment of US 301 has a 
crash rate that exceeds the statewide average for similar facilities. 
US 301 is an important freight route that spans from Sarasota, 
Florida to Delaware. This serves as an alternate freight route to 
Interstate 75 (I-75) and has the potential to safely accommodate 
higher truck volumes.

Project Description
The project is to provide capacity and safety improvements for 
US 301/State Road (SR) 35 from south of US 98 to SR 50 in Pasco 
and Hernando Counties, a distance of approximately 4.0 miles. 
A project location map is provided on the cover page of this  
newsletter. The class of action for this project is a Type 2 
Categorical Exclusion. The proposed improvements will include 
construction of stormwater management facilities and floodplain 
compensation sites, various intersection improvements, median 
modifications, and multimodal facilities (pedestrian, bicycle and 
transit accommodation).

Existing Conditions
The existing US 301 from north of US 98 to south of SR 50 is  
a 2-lane undivided roadway with 12-foot travel lanes and 4 to 
6-foot paved shoulders. The right of way for US 301 varies from 
100 feet to 225 feet. Just north of the Pasco County line, there is 
an existing bridge over the Withlacoochee River with 12-foot lanes 
and 10-foot shoulders.

Traffic & Crash Data
Crash data along US 301 within the project limits was obtained 
from the  FDOT crash records database for the 5-year period 2014  
through 2018 within Pasco and Hernando Counties. A total of 
106 reported crashes with an average of 21 crashes per year.  
The highest number of crashes occurred at the Trilby Road and US  
98 intersections. 

Annual average daily traffic (AADT) ranged from 6,100 vehicles 
per day (VPD) to 8,100 VPD in 2019; by design year 2045, AADTs 
are expected to range from 14,080 VPD to 16,790 VPD within the 
study limits. If no improvements are made, the US 98 and Trilby 
Road intersections are expected to operate at LOS F by 2045. The 
proposed improvements in this study improve safety along US 
301 by enhancing access management with a divided median and 
proposed signal controlled intersections at US 98 and Trilby Road.   

Preferred Alternative 
The preferred alternative is to widen US 301 from a 2-lane undivided 
to a 4-lane divided facility. US 301 will be widened to the east from 
US 98 to north of Arena Road and south of Gardenia Way to SR 
50 as shown in Typical Section 1. US 301 will be widened to the 

west from north of Arena Road to South of Gardenia Way as shown  
in Typical Section 2. A new southbound bridge and pedestrian 
bridge will be constructed over the Withlacoochee River as shown  
in Typical Section 3. 

Evaluation Matrix
An evaluation matrix comparing the No Build and Build alternatives is 
shown below. This matrix compares preliminary cost estimates (ROW 
acquisition, wetland mitigation, engineering and construction), as 
well as natural, physical and social environmental factors. 

US 301/State Road (SR) 35 
Project Development & Environment (PD&E) Study

From South of US 98 to SR 50
Pasco & Hernando Counties | WPI Segment No.: 447536-1

We understand that when a 
transportation project proposes 
the acquisition of private property, 
you may have questions and 
concerns. To better educate and 
inform you about the Right of 
Way acquisition process and 
your rights, the FDOT has 
created real estate acquisition 
and relocation brochures.   
These brochures and other 
education material will be 
available at the public workshop along with representatives from 
the FDOT’s Right of Way acquisition and relocations departments. 
Copies of the brochures may also be found on our website at: 
www.dot.state.fl.us/rightofway/documents.shtm.  
We are interested in hearing your concerns and answering your 
questions. Please feel free to speak with the FDOT’s Project 
Manager or a Right of Way Representative at your convenience 
either at the workshop or by phone at (813) 975-6495.

Right of Way Acquisition Procedure

Evaluation Matrix for Public Hearing 

Evaluation Criteria No-Build 
Alternative 

Preferred 
Alternative 

Potential ROW Impacts  
Number of affected parcels 0 361 
Area of ROW anticipated to be acquired for US 301 widening (acres) 0 24.5 
Area of ROW anticipated to be acquired for Stormwater Ponds and 
Floodplain Compensation Sites (acres) 0 90.9 

Number of residential relocations 0 1 
Number of business relocations 0 2 
Potential Environmental Effects 
Archaeological/Historical sites 0 0 
Section 4(f) sites 0 0 
Noise sensitive areas 0 03 
Wetlands that are not Other Surface Waters (acres) 0 0.70 
Protected Species Involvement None Low 

Petroleum and hazardous material sites None 
2 (High) 

6 (Medium) 

Estimated Costs2 (Present Day Costs in $ Millions rounded up to nearest $0.1 Million) 
Construction of Roadway, Bridges and Ponds $0.0 $54.5 
Right of Way for US 301 Roadway Widening $0.0 $10.6 
Right of Way for Stormwater Ponds and Floodplain Compensation Site $0.0 $3.8 
Wetlands Mitigation  $0.0 $0.2 
Design and Construction Inspection (20% of construction) $0.0 $11.0 
Total Project Estimated Costs $0.0 $80.1 

1 Based on estimated total area for the US 301 widening and preferred stormwater ponds and floodplain compensation sites  

2 Construction cost based on LRE system prepared May 2021 

3 One noise sensitive site was identified, but it is also identified as a potential residential relocation 
 

Evaluation Matrix

1  Based on estimated total area for the US 301 widening and preferred stormwater management facility  
 and floodplain compensation sites
2 Construction cost based on LRE system prepared May 2021
3 One noise sensitive site was identified, but it is also identified as a potential residential relocation

Typical Section 3

Typical Section 2

Typical Section 1



US 301/State Road (SR) 35 
Project Development & Environment (PD&E) Study 
From South of US 98 to SR 50
Pasco & Hernando Counties | WPI Segment No.: 447536-1

Interested persons can attend the public hearing either in-person, virtually, or by phone in listen-only mode.  
The same materials will be presented for the in-person and virtual formats.    
Pre-registration is required for the virtual format, and in-person attendees may register in advance online. 
Registration is available online at the project website www.fdotd7studies.com/projects/us301-us98-to-sr50/,  
or from your mobile device, scan the QR Code to the right.    
If you have any questions or issues registering, please contact Ashley Henzel, P.E., the FDOT Project Manager  
at (813) 975-6433.     
To call in by phone for the formal portion of the hearing, in LISTEN-ONLY MODE, please use (914) 614-3221  
and access code 243-778-487.

Instructions for attending the public hearing

In-Person Public Hearing Session will be held at: 
Community Center of Ridge Manor 

34240 Cortez Boulevard, Ridge Manor, FL 33523  
5:30 p.m. Open house 

6:30 p.m. Formal Portion/Comment Period 

To attend the Public Hearing In-Person To optionally attend the Virtual Public Hearing Session

The Virtual Public Hearing Session will be held through: 
GoToWebinar  

5:30 p.m. Open house 
6:30 p.m. Formal Portion/Comment Period 

 
Persons registered for the Virtual Public Hearing can attend  

online using GoToWebinar.

Persons wishing to submit written statements or other exhibits, in place of, or in addition to oral statements, may do so at the hearing or by 
mailing them to Kirk Bogen, P.E., Environmental Management Engineer, FDOT District Seven, 11201 N. McKinley Drive MS 7-500, Tampa, FL 33612, 
or provide them on the “Send us your comments” page on the project website at www.fdotd7studies.com/projects/us301-us98-to-sr50/. 
All comments postmarked on or before July 6, 2021, will become part of the official public hearing record.

There are many ways to provide comments:
• Submit your comments through the project website on the "Send Us Your Comments Page".

• Make a verbal statement during the public comments period after the formal portion  
(see above for in-person and virtual options on how to submit a speaker request).

• Make a verbal statement directly to the court reporter in a one-on-one setting for those attending the in-person session.

• Complete a comment form and drop it in the comment box in-person or mail comment to the address listed on the back.  
Please postmark by July 6, 2021.

1. Upon arrival, please sign-in.  If you wish to make a formal public 
comment, please fill out a speaker card and give it to a project 
team member. You will be called during the formal portion in 
the order in which the cards are received.

2. During the Open House period starting at 5:30 p.m., a repeating 
informational presentation will be shown and project displays 
will be available for review. Team members will be on-site to 
assist with questions and/or concerns.

3. At 6:30 p.m. the formal public hearing portion will begin. 

5. At the conclusion of the formal portion of the hearing and  
the public comment period, the open house will resume until 
7:30 p.m.

2. During the Open House period, starting at 5:30 p.m., attendees 
will be able to view materials online and ask questions to 
FDOT staff through the GoTo chat box.  Team members will be 
available virtually to assist with question and/or concerns.

3. At 6:30 p.m. the formal public hearing portion will begin and 
will be broadcast from the in-person event to those attending 
virtually. 

4. After in-person formal comments have been made, virtual 
online attendees who pre-registered to make a formal 
comment will be called upon. After the pre-registered 
comments have been made, other virtual attendees may use 
the Raise Hand function of the webinar to be called upon if they 
choose to make a formal public comment.

5. At the conclusion of the formal portion of the hearing and the 
public comment period, the open house will resume until  
7:30 p.m.

4. Those who filled out a speaker card will be called upon to make 
a formal comment.  

1. Virtual online attendees should use the sign-in link emailed to 
them after registering.
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Appendix C 
Mailing List Map 
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Appendix D 
Public Hearing Transcript 

 
 



 

 

US 301 FROM S OF US 98 TO SR 50/CORTEZ BLVD 

 Project Developmentand Environment (PD&E) Study  

 from south of US 98 to SR 50 (Cortez Blvd) 

, Florida  

 Financial Management No.: 447536-1-21-01

 

 

I certify that a public hearing was conducted on  06/24/2021, beginning at 05:30 PM for the above

project. A transcript was made and the document attached is a full, true, and complete transcript of

what was said at the hearing.

 

Kirk R. Bogen July 13, 2021
(Name) Date

Kirk Bogen, PE
(Title of FDOT Representative)

Electronically signed within SWEPT
on July 13, 2021 11:26:21 AM EDT
(electronic signature on file)

Link to Public Hearing Transcript

1 - 44753612101-CE2-D7-20210624_US301_447536-1_Public_Hearing_Transcript_FINAL-2021-0706.pdf

Public Hearing Certification Page 1 of 1

PUBLIC HEARING CERTIFICATION
650-050-56

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
08/17

http://www.fla-etat.org/est/servlet/blobViewer?SweptFileId=93859
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