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INTRODUCTION

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) conducted a Project 
Development and Environment (PD&E) Study for US 41 (SR 45) in 
southern Hillsborough County. The study limits are from 12th Street to 
Kracker Avenue. The total length of the project is approximately 6.2 miles. 
The purpose of this study is to identify and analyze alternative design 
concepts to meet the future traffic needs and to evaluate environmental 
effects of the alternatives.  The project location map is shown as Figure 1.  

The purpose of this public hearing scrapbook is to document the 
information that was presented at the hearing.  This document includes 
the following information:

• Description of the proposed improvements;
• Display graphics presented;
• Citizen and FDOT/consultant sign-in sheets;
• Newsletter and public hearing handouts; 
• Newspaper display advertisements;
• PowerPoint presentation with script; and
• Photographs taken at the hearing.

Also, a CD is included containing electronic files of this scrapbook as well 
as the PowerPoint presentation shown at the hearing and copies of the 
display boards. 

BACKGROUND & PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The PD&E study documented the need for the project and presented the 
procedures used to develop and evaluate various improvement 
alternatives related to this facility.

US 41 runs parallel to Interstate 75 and US 301 and provides connectivity 
among the communities of Ruskin, Apollo Beach, Gibsonton and 
Riverview.  Motorists regularly experience traffic congestion along portions 
of US 41 and traffic will continue to increase in the future.  Hillsborough 
County has approved a number of large developments along US 41 and 
others are proposed.  A separate traffic study provided data to support 
future design alternatives and recommendations.  Improvements are 
necessary to ensure US 41 operates efficiently and meets regional 
mobility needs.  The proposed improvements will relieve present and 
future traffic congestion on US 41, improve safety and emergency
evacuation, and reduce emergency response times.  US 41 is a 
designated hurricane emergency evacuation route.

Existing US 41 is functionally classified as an “urban principal arterial –
other” and currently has a 4-lane divided rural typical section.  The existing 
roadway has 11.5 to 12.0 ft. travel lanes, 4-ft. paved inside and outside 
shoulders and a 40-foot grassed median. The posted speed limit is 55 
miles per hour (mph) except for a short segment on either side of Big Bend 
Road, which is posted at 45 mph.  The existing right-of-way typically varies 
from 182 ft to 227 ft. Expected improvements include widening to six lanes 
as well as intersection improvements and construction of storm water 
management facilities. The recommended improvements will be based on 
engineering and environmental analyses that are currently underway. 
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PUBLIC HEARING

The public hearing was held on Monday, March 30, 2009 from 5:00 p.m. 
to 7:00 p.m. at the following location:

The Resort & Club at Little Harbor
611 Destiny Drive
Ruskin, FL 33570

Prior to the hearing, a notice was published in the Florida Administrative 
Weekly.  A legal display ad was published in two separate issues of the 
Tampa Tribune on March 9th and 18th, 2009 (copies of these ads are 
shown in this scrapbook).  

Approximately 600 affected property owners, agencies, and interested 
citizens were sent a newsletter invitation in accordance with the 
Department’s procedures. Approximately 21 citizens attended the hearing 
(copies of the sign-in sheets are included in this scrapbook). Prior to the 
hearing a total of 6 comments were received, and will continue to receive 
comments until approximately April 10, 2009. A total of 7 written comments 
were received at the hearing primarily requesting copies of the hearing 
displays and reports. 

The informal session of the public hearing was held at the clubhouse from 
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.  The hearing venue was prepared as an open-house, 
during which citizens were given an opportunity to review a handout, 
various exhibits, and the study documents (copies of the handouts and 
display boards can be found in this scrapbook).  In addition, a project video 
(PowerPoint presentation) ran continuously in one side of the room (copies 
of the slides and script are included at the back of this scrapbook).  FDOT 
and consultant representatives were available for one-on-one questions 
and answers.  A court reporter was present throughout the hearing to 
verbally record comments as well.

The formal portion of the hearing, also held in the clubhouse, was 
moderated by Mr. Ming Gao, the FDOT Department Head of Intermodal 
Systems Development at 6:00 p.m. where the members of the public could 
voice their opinions.  His presentation covered the following topics:

• Introductions of FDOT and consultant staff and recognition of 
local public officials;  

• Described the purpose of hearing;
• Reference to the exhibit with State and Federal laws cited; 

and
• Indicated methods the public can provide comments

Following the formal presentation, attendees were given an opportunity to 
make oral statements for the record.  One person spoke publicly. Following 
this segment, the formal session was adjourned at approximately 6:10 p.m., 
and the informal session resumed until 7:00 p.m.  A transcript of the oral 
presentation and all statements made to the court reporter will included in 
the study’s Final Project Development Summary Report. 

In addition, representatives and table kiosks were set-up for FDOT’s right-
of-way, access management, and noise.  This was so the public could
direct their comments directly with those areas.  

Reports and other information available at the public hearing included:

• Limited Level I Hazardous Material and Contamination 
Investigation   (submitted by Shaw) 

• Draft Noise Study Report
• Draft Wetland Evaluation and Biological Assessment Report
• Draft Location Hydraulics Report
• Traffic Technical Memorandum
• Draft Pond Sizing Analysis Memorandum
• Final Cultural Resource Assessment Survey
• Draft State Environmental Impact Report / Project 

Development     Summary Report (SEIR/PDSR)

1

This project is included in the Hillsborough County Metropolitan Planning 
Organization’s (MPO) Year 2025 Long-Range Transportation Plan 
(LRTP) as an unfunded need.  The West Central Florida MPO Chair’s 
Coordinating Committee (CCC) has classified US 41 as a “regional road”
and as an “unfunded need” on the “regionally significant road network” in 
west central Florida.
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