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FORVAL PRESENTATI ON BY M NG GAO

MR. GAO (Good evening. Wlcone. M nane is Mng
Gao and I'mthe Internodal Systens Devel opnent Manager for
District Seven of the FDOI. Wlcone to the Public Hearing.
This is the Public Hearing for US. 41 Project Devel opnent and
Envi ronment Study. This public hearing is for US 41
i nprovenents on 12th Street to Kracker Avenue.

Today is Monday, March 30th, 2009, and it's about
6:00 p.m W have gathered here at The Resort and Cl ub at
Little Harbor in Ruskin, Florida. This is your opportunity to
receive information on the project and officially coment on
the recommended "Build" Alternative and other docunents
avai |l abl e here tonight. The recommended "Build" Alternative
i s based on conprehensive environnental and engi neering
anal yses conpleted to date, as well as on public comments that
have been received.

The Project Devel opnent and Envi ronnment, or PD&E
study, and public hearing are bei ng conducted under applicable
Federal and State |aws. Those citations are listed on the
board next to the sign-in table.

When you arrived this evening you should have
received an information packet containing an informational
newsl etter and a corment form |If you weren't able to sign in
or did not receive the informati on packet, please stop by our

sign-in table before | eaving tonight.
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You shoul d have al so had the opportunity to view the
audi o-vi sual presentation that is continuously running through
this public hearing.

Those who wish to provide comments during this
portion of the public hearing should conplete a speaker's card
and submt it to the Departnent representative. |If you did
not receive a card, please raise your hand and a Depart nent
representative will be happy to provide you with one.

In addition to nmaking oral statenents, you may al so
submt your comments to the District in witing. Comment
forms may be placed in one of the conment boxes this evening,
or you may conplete the format a later date and nail it to us
at the pre-printed address | ocated on the back of the sheet.

Pl ease keep in mnd that witten comments nust be postnmarked
by Friday, April 10th, 2009, to be included in the official
public hearing record.

On this project, we anticipate the rel ocation of

zero famlies and one business. This relocation is
mar ked on the aerial displays.

If you are required to nake any type of nove as a
result of a Departnent of Transportation project, you can
expect to be treated in a fair and hel pful manner and in
conpliance with the uniform Rel ocati on Assi stance Act.

You will be contacted by an apprai ser who wl |

i nspect your property. W encourage you to be present
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during the inspection and provide information about the
val ue of your property.

You may al so be eligible for relocation advisory
servi ces and paynent benefits. |If you are being noved
and you are unsatisfied wwth the Departnent's
determ nation of your eligibility for paynent or the
anount of that paynent, you may appeal that
det erm nati on.

You will be pronptly furni shed necessary forns and
notified of the procedures to be followed in nmaking that
appeal .

Just a remnder: |If you nove, if you nove before
you receive notification of the relocation benefits that
you m ght be entitled to, your benefits may be
j eopar di zed.

The rel ocation specialists who are supervising this
project are JimFutch, Zena Gall o, and Robert Hancock.
They will be happy to answer your questions and will also
furnish you wth copies of relocation assistance
br ochur es.

| guess y'all raise your hands. Those are the
gentl emen. Okay.

Before | continue, | would Iike to recognize any
el ected officials or their representatives who are here

tonight. | would like to ask themto please stand and
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i ntroduce thenselves for the record. | don't see any.

kay. At this tine, we'll begin taking public
cooments. | will call each speaker in the order they
requested to speak. 1In order to acconbdate all requests
to speak, we ask that each speaker keep their comments to
three mnutes. Those who wi sh to provide additional
comments may return to the m crophone follow ng the | ast
speaker, or you may present your additional conments
directly to the court reporter at the end of tonight's
heari ng.

As | call your nane, please step up to the
m cr ophone and state your nane and address before making
any comments. |f you have questions, please see one of
t he Departnment representatives follow ng the portion of
t he hearing.

John Paul a.

MR. PAULA: [I'mthe first.

John Paul a, Post Ofice Box 388, Ruskin. |'ve been
to the Post Ofice and | ooked at your stuff, talked to
your staff. They've been very hel pful.

We very much want to do what's the right thing for
Ruski n and Apol |l o Beach and Adansville and the residents
down here. | have m xed enotions about what | see. |[|'ve
al ready asked the staff tonight and got sone answers

about the alternative that you have. And the main
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question | asked was had you considered in your studies
the existing roads that we have planned that are
permtted, naybe not the word permtted, but are approved
to be inproved such as we've got two roads going through
our corporate park out in Ruskin that parallels the
interstate; that's 21st Street and 24th Street. That's
partially built out now.

They both wll eventually be four-lane roads and

then they run off on across 19th Avenue and go into the

new devel opnent of Waterset. And they've got -- in the
DRI there is -- it's planned for roads all the way to
Bi g Bend.

Again, new | and has the already built-out part of
that for the south corridor, the four-I|lane road, probably
it would join up with 24th Street.

In addition, we have two east-west roads, Apollo
Beach Boul evard to go across the railroad and tie into
those two north-south roads, and then there's Adansville
and Waterset Drive that would build an overpass and go
over the railroad and tie into these roads.

And ny question was, has all of those roads been
included in your study with howit will inpact 417

And |'m probably exceeding nmy three mnutes, but Ilet
me add one other thing. | know we don't have the noney

and we're not going to get this done anytine soon, and
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know you only go to interchange -- or what's that, 12th
or 14th Street and to up to Kracker Road, but then we
have Ruskin to worry about. | think that's been kicked
around. |'ve been through all kinds of studies with
vari ous people and our little community plan the County
has approved. The people said they don't want six |anes
in Ruskin, and I'mnot sure we want six |lanes that's
going to run into a dead end in Ruskin. So | don't know
how peopl e feel about that.

And in all your alternatives you have three
alternatives. The one alternative that | think I 1ike,
and |''mnot a professional, your engineers are snarter
than nme, but |ooks to ne |ike what we need is just put in
the proper turn |lanes, acceleration |anes, and inprove
the existing road. And |I'mnot sure we want a | ot of
truck traffic going through Ruskin. W want the truck
traffic out on the interstate.

| could go on and on, but | hope you' d be able to
answer sone of that.

MR. GACO Thank you, M. Paul a.

Anyone el se who would |like to nake a statenent?
Ckay.

The public hearing transcript, witten statenents,
exhibits and reference materials will be avail able for

public inspection at the District Seven Ofice, 11201
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North McKinley Drive, Tanpa, Florida, within three weeks.

It's approximately 6:10. | hereby officially close
the formal portion of the public hearing for US 41 PD&E
Study. The Florida DOT appreciates you attending this
nmeet i ng.

Thank you.
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POANER PO NT PRESENTATI ON

Wel conme to the Public Hearing for the US 41
State Road 45 Project Devel opnent and Environnent, or
PD&E Study. At this hearing you wll see information
about the proposed inprovenents to the US 41 corridor
between 12th Street and Kracker Avenue in southern
Hi I | sbor ough County.

The Fl orida Departnment of Transportation, also known
as the FDOT, is conducting this hearing in partnership
with HIlsborough County. This presentation wll give
you a brief overview of this study and wll provide
interested citizens |ike yourselves a chance to ask
questions and of fer conments.

The Project Devel opnent and Environnent Study
process includes a conprehensive eval uation of the
effects the proposed i nprovenents may have on traffic
oper ations, socio-economc, cultural, natural and
physi cal environnments of the area. The PD&E process is
used to develop feasible alternatives for roadway
i nprovenent projects. The study eval uates viable
al ternatives and design concepts including a "No-Build"
Alternative. Once the recommended alternative is
sel ected, a State Environnental |npact Report, or SEIR
will be submtted to the FDOT's District Secretary for

approval .
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The Hi || sborough County Metropolitan Pl anning
Organi zation's 2025 Long- Range Transportati on Pl an was
adopted i n Novenber of 2004 and | ast anended in June of
2007. This plan identified a need for widening this
portion of US 41 to six |anes. However, these
i nprovenents are not funded in the MPC s Cost - Affordabl e
Pl an.

The US 41 PD&E Study began in March of 2008. Prior
to the PD&E Study, a traffic study was conducted to
determ ne future traffic and | evel of service information
and identify possible roadway and intersection
i nprovenents for the corridor.

During the PD&E Study, the proposed build
i nprovenents were refined, costs devel oped and potenti al
environnental effects were quantified. The purpose of
today's public hearing is to present the recommended
alternative and to receive comments for the record on the
proposed project and its expected effects.

The existing US 41 facility is a four |lane nostly
rural roadway with twelve foot wde travel |lanes with
paved and | awn shoul ders of varying widths. The existing
right-of-way width varies fromapproxi mtely 182 feet to
227 feet. Along this segnent, US 41 is designated as an
ener gency evacuation route.

The annual average daily traffic is the average

JOHNSON & ASSOCI ATES COURT REPORTERS, | NC. (813) 223-4960
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anmount of traffic that crosses a given point in a 24-hour
period. In 2007, the annual average daily traffic al ong
this portion of US 41 was between about 21 thousand and
27 thousand vehicl es per day.

We have determned that traffic will double. By the
year 2030, traffic on US 41 is expected to grow to
bet ween 42 t housand vehi cl es per day and al nost 48
t housand vehicl es per day south of Big Bend Road. The
exi sting four-lane roadway cannot handl e these projected
future traffic volunes w thout heavy traffic congestion

Based on this future traffic, we have determ ned
that widening US 41 to a six-lane divided highway will be
needed. In general, the additional travel lane will be
added to the outside of the roadway. At both the Apollo
Beach Boul evard and Big Bend Road intersections, an
additional |ane called an auxiliary lane will carry
additional US 41 traffic though the intersections.

The Recommended Alternative is a six-lane "suburban”
cross section with 12-foot travel |anes, 5-foot outside
paved shoul ders and 4-foot paved inside shoulders. The
roadway i s proposed to retain the existing 40-foot
medi an, and 5-foot sidewal ks will be added in nost areas
where they do not exist.

Except for near the Apollo Beach and Bi g Bend

intersections, in nost areas no additional right-of-way

JOHNSON & ASSOCI ATES COURT REPORTERS, | NC. (813) 223-4960




10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

13

will be required for the roadway i nprovenents.
Additional right-of-way will be needed for constructing
off-site stormvat er managenent facilities.

North of Big Bend Road to Penbroke Road, US 41
is designated as a Strategic Internodal System Connect or
route by the FDOT. This segnent of US 41 connects |-75
to the Port of Tanpa facilities. The typical section
varies slightly here wwth wi der inside and outside paved
shoul ders.

The study team eval uated the engi neering and
environnental factors involved with the recommended
alternative. This matrix conpares the cost and potenti al
environnental effects of the No-Build Alternative with
t he Recormended Alternative. You can find the matrix in
your handout .

This table shows the prelimnary cost estimtes for
the Recormended Alternative. The total estimated cost is
approxi mately $167 mllion.

There are advantages and di sadvant ages associ at ed
with the Recommended Alternative

The advant ages include: Inproved regional
connectivity; an increase in roadway capacity; inproved
safety with a decrease in future traffic congestion; and
consi stency with the needs conponent of the Hillsborough

MPC Transportation Plan.
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The di sadvant ages of the Recomrended Alternative
i nclude: Costs associated with the design, |and
acqui sition and construction; acquisition of additional
right-of-way; tenporary traffic disruptions as a result
of these inprovenents; and m nimal environnental effects.

The No-Build or No-Project Alternative is also
considered a viable alternative and will remain so for
the duration of the study. Under this alternative, no
i nprovenents would be nade to US 41.

Advant ages of the No-Build Alternative include: No
new construction costs; no disruption to traffic due to
construction activities; no right-of-way acquisition; and
no di sturbance to natural resources.

The di sadvantages of the No-Build Alternative
include: Increase in traffic congestion; increase in
potential for traffic crashes due to increased
congestion; and increase in roadway mai ntenance and user
costs; an inconsistency with the needs conponent of the
Hi | | sborough County | ong-range transportation plan.

Today's Public Hearing is an opportunity for you to
comrent on this project. Project representatives are
on-hand for anyone who wi shes to ask questions.
Departnent representatives are al so avail able to address
guestions concerning right-of-way acquisition and access

managenent .
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There are several ways to nmake a comment as part of
the public hearing record. You can speak directly to the
court reporter who is on-hand at this hearing.

The court reporter will also record comments stated
at the public forumthat begins at 6:00 p.m An FDOT
representative will noderate this formal public comment
session and speaking tine may be |imted.

| f you are interested in speaking publicly, please
conplete a green speaker's card and drop it in the box at
the sign-in table.

You can al so conpl ete a Corment Form provided in the
brochure and drop it in one of the "Coment" boxes; or
you can mail witten comments to the address |isted on
the back of the form Al submttals nust be postnmarked
by April 10th, 2009, to becone part of the Public Hearing
Record. All the comments received, regardl ess of how
they are submtted, will be reviewed and consi dered.

Foll ow ng this hearing, the Project Teamw Il review
all public input. They will then docunent the preferred
alternative and finalize the PD&E docunments. Since no
federal funds are anticipated for this project, a State
Environnmental | npact report is being prepared. The PD&E
Study is expected to be conpleted in the next few nonths.

Typically, the project would then proceed to the

Desi gn Engi neeri ng Phase, followed by Right-of-Wy
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Acqui sition, and Construction. Funding has not yet been
identified for the recomended US 41 inprovenents.
Design for this project will nove forward when funding is
identified. It is possible that sone of these
i nprovenents will be constructed in conjunction with
adj acent future | and devel opnents.

| f you have any questions about the public hearing
procedure, or the study in general, you nmay direct them
to the Departnent staff nmenbers who are here today.

Thi s concludes today's presentation. The Florida
Departnent of Transportation thanks you for participating
in today's public hearing and for your interest in this

proj ect.
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ORAL COWVMENTS

M . Robert Daugherty
5253 Brighton Shore Drive
Apol | o Beach, Florida 33572

Ckay. |'ve learned that devel opers have backed out
of the portion of the funding that they were going to
give to FDOT and Hill sborough County to conplete this
construction project.

And candidly, and | understand that since the
bui l di ng sl unp has occurred, but we're not going to see
the kinds of levels of traffic volune that FDOT has
predi cted unless and until building starts again. And
when that does, then I think the County and FDOT could go
back to the devel opers and say cough up, fellows.

And for that reason, | don't think this project
shoul d be started until such tine as devel opnent once
agai n does pick up, because why should I, as a taxpayer
and everyone else in this roomas a taxpayer, have to
fully fund this and later give the developers a free ride
once FDOT has started it and the roads are built?

Candidly, there's too nmuch giving in our society
right now to big business and the load on the little guy,
the guy in the mddle, is getting quite heavy. | think
FDOT needs to give sone very, very serious thought to
t hat .

Again, | would recomend that the project not go
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t hrough, not be comenced until such tinme as devel opnent

agai n picks up and devel opers again agree to pay a fair

share of the expense of this project.
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CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER 19

STATE OF FLORI DA )

COUNTY OF HI LLSBOROUGH )

|, CATHY J. JOHNSON MESSI NA, Regi stered Merit
Reporter, Registered Florida Reporter, and Notary Public in
and for the State of Florida at |arge, hereby certify that the
Public Hearing was recorded in Stenotypy by ne and that the
foregoi ng pages constitute a true and correct transcription of

my recordings thereof.

W TNESS ny hand and seal this 8th day of April,

2009, at Tanpa, Hillsborough County, Florida.

Court Reporter
My Comm ssi on Expires:
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