
FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION | DISTRICT SEVEN
HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY | WPI SEGMENT NO.: 440749-1

PUBLIC HEARING
PORT TAMPA BAY, TERMINAL 6  |  JUNE 1, 2023

US 41/SR 45 at CSX Grade Separation 
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WELCOME
to the Public Hearing for the US 41 at CSX 

Project Development & Environment (PD&E) Study 
Design Change Reevaluation
WPI Segment No.: 440749-1

Hearing Date & Location
Thursday, June 1, 2023 | 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Port Tampa Bay, Terminal 6
1331 McKay Street
Tampa, FL 33602

https://active.fdotd7studies.com/us41/csx-to-sr676/
Public Participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Florida Department of Transportation or FDOT welcomes you to the public hearing for the US 41/SR 45 at CSX Grade Separation Project Development and Environment or PD&E study Design Change Reevaluation from South of SR 676 (Causeway Boulevard) to north of SR 676.
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Purpose of this Public Hearing
An opportunity to: 

• Ask questions

• Offer comments about the proposed 
project alternative
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The purpose of today’s public hearing is to provide interested citizens an opportunity to ask questions and offer comments about the preferred alternative being proposed for this project. This study is being conducted in accordance with applicable State and Federal policies, regulations, and procedures. Public participation is solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status.
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This Public Hearing is being conducted in
accordance with all federal, state and local
requirements

• A Design Change Reevaluation is being prepared
as the environmental document for this study

• The environmental review, consultation, and other
actions required by applicable federal
environmental laws for this project are being, or
have been, carried out by the Florida Department
of Transportation (FDOT) pursuant to 23 U.S.C. §
327 and a Memorandum of Understanding dated
May 26, 2022, and executed by the Federal
Highway Administration and FDOT.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This public hearing is being conducted in accordance with all federal, state and local requirements. These regulations are listed on a citations board near the sign-in table, and online. 

This hearing was advertised in the Tampa Bay Times on May 10th and May 24th, and in both La Gaceta and the Florida Sentinel on May 12th and May 26th. 

A Design Change Reevaluation is being prepared as the environmental document for this study.
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What is a PD&E Study
• Evaluates proposed 

improvements
• Engineering concerns
• Economic cost
• Social and environmental 

impacts
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What is a Reevaluation?
• Verifies compliance with 

federal laws
• Identifies changes since 

original approval
oDesign standards
oSocioeconomic 

impacts
oEnvironmental impacts

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The PD&E study process includes a comprehensive evaluation of alternatives leading to the selection of a preferred alternative. Our team is reevaluating the proposed alternative from the 1994 study of the Causeway Boulevard corridor. Design concepts were developed based on the project need, and they have been evaluated based on engineering concerns, costs, social and environmental impacts.

A reevaluation is the process used to document compliance with federal laws and to identify any changes that may have occurred since the approval of the original environmental document. The original PD&E study was approved on May 24, 1994. This reevaluation is needed  to update the 1994 study, documenting changes in the design standards, project footprint, reassessing socioeconomic and environmental impacts, and comparing any new alternative options with the previously approved roadway improvement.
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Project Purpose
• Reduce traffic delays around 

CSX Railroad crossing
• Support the safe movement of 

trucks and freight
• Enhance safety and connectivity 

among bicyclists and 
pedestrians 

Project Need
• Delays during peak hours in the morning 

and evening
oHeavy truck traffic
oRailroad crossings 

• 372 crashes in study area
o5 fatalities (1 pedestrian)
o3 pedestrian crashes
o8 bicyclist crashes
o10 train crashes at US 41 crossing
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The purpose of this project is to reduce traffic delays associated with the CSX railroad crossing, support the safe movement of trucks and freight, and enhance safety and connectivity among bicyclists and pedestrians. 
 
The need for this project is evidenced by traffic delays at US 41 and Causeway Boulevard, experienced both in the morning and evening hours. In addition to truck traffic, the CSX crossings to the south of the intersection also add to the traffic delays, especially in the morning. This project will also address multimodal connectivity and safety within the area. 

Between 2015 and 2019, there were 372 crashes that occurred within the study area. The majority of crashes in the study area were rear end crashes, followed by sideswipe and angle crashes. Pedestrians were involved in three crashes and bicyclists in eight (8) crashes. There were five (5) fatal crashes, including one (1) involving a pedestrian. There were also ten (10) vehicle-train crashes at the US 41 railroad crossing south of Causeway Blvd.
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1994 EA/FONSI  Location and Study Area Map
• Initially approved in May 

1994
• Evaluated the construction 

of Causeway Boulevard as 
a six-lane roadway
oFrom SR 60 to US 301
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The FDOT is currently conducting a PD&E Design Change Reevaluation of a previously approved Environmental Assessment (EA) with a Finding of No Significant Impact (or FONSI), completed under (Work Program Item Segment No. 255598-1). The FONSI was approved by the Federal Highway Administration on May 24, 1994. This study evaluated the construction of Causeway Boulevard as a six-lane roadway beginning at SR 60 and extending approximately 7 miles east to US 301, as well as the grade separation of US 41 over the CSX Railroad. 
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Current Project Location and Study Area Map
• Approximately 0.6 miles along 

Causeway Blvd.
• Existing 4-lane divided road
• From west of S. 45th Street to just west 

of the CSX railroad crossing
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed improvements include operational improvements at the US 41 and Causeway Boulevard intersection, a grade-separated US 41 over the existing CSX railroad and multimodal facilities along both Causeway Boulevard and US 41. This project will fill in missing gaps in the existing sidewalk and bicycle facilities. 

Along Causeway Boulevard, the proposed improvements begin west of South 45th Street and extend east to just west of the CSX railroad crossing, a distance of approximately 0.6 miles. 
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Current Project Location and Study Area Map
• Approximately 1.3 miles along US 41
• Existing 6-lane divided road
• Denver Street to south of S. 22nd 

Street
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Along US 41, the proposed improvements begin south of Causeway Boulevard at Denver Street and extend north of Causeway Boulevard to south of S. 22nd Street, a distance of approximately 1.3 miles. 
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US 41/SR 45
• Important north-south corridor
• Critical Urban Freight Corridor 

(CUFC)
• Predominantly industrial and 

commercial
o Small residential pockets

• Hurricane evacuation route
• Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) 

south of Causeway Boulevard
• SIS Railway Connector south of 

Causeway Boulevard 

Causeway Boulevard (SR 676)
• Important east-west corridor
• Predominantly industrial and 

commercial
o Small residential pockets

• Hurricane evacuation route
• Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) west 

of US 41
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Causeway Boulevard is an important east-west corridor and US 41 is an important north-south corridor. Causeway Boulevard west of US 41 and US 41 south of Causeway Boulevard are part of FDOT's Strategic Intermodal System (SIS) and are designated as SIS Connectors. The CSX railroad crossing south of Causeway Boulevard is designated as an SIS Railway Connector. Both roadways are designated hurricane evacuation routes.

The portion of US 41 through the project limits is designated as a Critical Urban Freight Corridor, or a public road located in an industrial area that connects to important highways and interstates within the National Highway Freight Network.

The land uses along both Causeway Boulevard and US 41 are predominantly industrial and commercial, however, both have residential areas within project limits. 
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Consistency with Long Range Transportation Plan

2045 LRTP
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed improvements have been identified as needed in several local and state long range transportation plans including:
The Hillsborough County Transportation Planning Organization (TPO)’s 2045 Adopted Long Range Transportation Plan,
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Causeway Boulevard Typical Section
From S 45th Street to West of the CSX Railroad Crossing

TS-1

Note: Please see concepts for turn lane details.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed improvement for Causeway Boulevard from S. 45th Street to west of the CSX railroad crossing widens the existing 4-lane divided urban section to include 7-foot buffered bike lanes and 6-foot sidewalks along the outside. The proposed improvement also includes adding turn lanes at the US 41 intersection. Concrete pavement will be used where appropriate. The proposed improvements will require the acquisition of right-of-way varying from 10 to 37 feet along the north side only. 
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US 41 Typical Section
From South of Denver Street to North of Causeway Boulevard (at-grade)

TS-2
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Note: Please see concepts for turn lane details.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The proposed improvements along US 41 from just south of Denver Street to north of Causeway Boulevard, include reconstructing US 41 with concrete pavement to accommodate a 6-lane divided urban curbed section with 12-foot lanes, 7-foot buffered bicycle lanes, and 10-foot sidewalks on both sides. The median width varies from 16.5 to 36 feet to provide turn lanes.

The proposed improvements along US 41 will require the acquisition of ROW varying from 30 to 90 feet. 
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US 41 Typical Section
From N. of Trenton Street to S. of Causeway Boulevard (elevated)

TS-3
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Note: Please see concepts for turn lane details.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Within this segment, from north of Trenton Street to south of Causeway Boulevard, US 41 includes a two-lane, undivided frontage road on the west side for local access to neighboring properties. The proposed frontage road is an urban curbed section with 12-foot travel lanes, and a 10-foot sidewalk on the west side. 
 
The proposed improvements along US 41 will require the acquisition of ROW varying from 29 to 200 feet.
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S. 36TH ST.

TS-4

US 41 Typical Section
US 41 over Delaney Creek, S. 36th Avenue, 
CSX Railroad Right-of-Way, and St. Paul Street (bridge)
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Bridge overpasses are proposed for the US 41 mainline over Delaney Creek, 36th Avenue, and the at-grade CSX Crossing & St. Paul Street. The proposed bridge typical section includes three 12-foot travel lanes and 10’ paved inside and outside shoulders in each direction.
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Stormwater Management

See Concept Plans for Locations and 
Details

• No adverse or beneficial 
impacts to floodplains

• 4 proposed stormwater
management ponds

• An additional 10.65 acres of right-
of-way will be required for the 
proposed stormwater 
management ponds

15
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As part of our study, the project team evaluated the potential impacts the proposed improvements could have on local water quality and stormwater management. Four (4) stormwater management ponds are being proposed as part of this project to remove pollutants from roadway stormwater runoff. Based on the analysis, approximately 10.65 acres of additional right of way would need to be acquired for the stormwater management sites. The concept plans on display at this hearing show the proposed locations of these sites.
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Environmental Effects
NATURAL

RESOURCES
CULTURAL

RESOURCES
SOCIAL

ENVIRONMENT
PHYSICAL

ENVIRONMENT

• Wetlands & 
Surface Waters

• Essential Fish 
Habitat

• Protected Species 
and Habitat

• Archaeological & 
Historic Resources

• Section 4(f) 
(significant historical 
or recreation 
resources)

• Environmental 
Justice

• Economic
• Relocations
• Land Use

• Air Quality
• Traffic Noise
• Contamination
• Utilities 
• Railroads
• Construction 
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The project team looked at various environmental effects during the alternatives analysis. The project alternatives were evaluated for impacts to the Social, Cultural, Natural and Physical environment.
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SOCIAL ENVIRONMENT
Potential Residential and Business 

RelocationsAdditional Right of Way Impacts:
• 75 partial or full proposed parcel acquisitions
• 24.37 acres of right of way to be acquired for US 41 roadway widening, 

stormwater ponds, and floodplain compensation sites
• 3 residential relocations
• 28 business relocations

For More information visit:

FDOT Right of Way

www.dot.state.fl.us/rightofway/documents.shtm
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
To accommodate the proposed roadway improvements and stormwater facilities, acquisition of additional right of way is anticipated. Seventy-five (75) parcels may be affected. This right of way acquisition is anticipated to involve three (3) residential relocations and twenty-eight (28) business relocations. These are shown on the Concept Plans. FDOT staff are available at this public hearing to speak further about the right of way acquisition and relocation process. Or for more information, you can visit the FDOT right of way website, which is included in the project newsletter. ��To minimize the unavoidable effects of right-of-way acquisition, the FDOT will carry out a Right-of-Way Relocation Program in accordance with Florida Statute 339.09 and the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970.

http://www.dot.state.fl.us/rightofway/documents.shtm
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Environmental EffectsCULTURAL RESOURCES
Archaeological & Historic Resources

Resources Identified:

• 0 historic resources are listed, eligible for listing, or
appear potentially eligible for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places

• 0 archaeological occurrences or sites were identified
• No anticipated adverse effects to any listed or eligible

cultural resources

• 35 historic resources were identified with 17
previously identified
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A Cultural Resources Assessment Survey was conducted in accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. Thirty-five (35) historic resources and no archaeological occurrences or sites were identified. However, none of the resources identified are listed, eligible for listing, or appear potentially eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. Therefore, the proposed project will result in no historic resources affected. The Cultural Resources Assessment Survey was submitted for review and comment on February 7, 2023. 
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Environmental Effects
NATURAL RESOURCES

Wetlands, Surface Waters, Protected Species and Habitat

Resources identified:

• 0.37 acres of wetland impacts and approximately 1.65 acres of 

surface water impacts. 

• 0.19 acres of Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) impact

• No adverse effects to 

• 18 federally listed species 

• 18 state listed species

• No public conservation lands will be impacted
19

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The natural resources assessed as part of this project included wetlands and other surface waters, and protected species and habitat. The design of the preferred alternative is estimated to impact approximately 0.37 acres of wetlands, 1.65 acres of surface waters, and 0.19 acres of Essential Fish Habitat. However, no adverse effects are anticipated to protected species or their habitat, and only minimal involvement with federally-designated essential fish habitat is anticipated. The Natural Resource Evaluation was submitted to state and federal resource agencies for review and comment on March 24, 2023. 
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PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT
Noise, Air Quality & Potential Contamination Sites 

• The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) approved Traffic Noise Model (TNM) predicted traffic noise
levels are anticipated to result in impacts at 8 noise-sensitive residential receptors.
o No feasible and reasonable solutions available to mitigate these impacts (no noise barriers)

• Adverse impacts on air quality are not expected because the project area is in attainment for all National
Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS)

• Existing potentially contaminated sites adjacent to project
o 10 High risk rated sites
o 16 Medium risk rated sites
o 66 Low/No risk rated sites
o Not expected to adversely affect the project
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The Federal Highway Administration approved Traffic Noise Model predicted traffic noise levels are anticipated to result in impacts at eight (8) noise-sensitive residential receptors. No feasible and reasonable solutions are available to mitigate these impacts. 

Adverse effects on air quality are not expected because the project area is in attainment for all National Ambient Air Quality Standards. This project is expected to enhance air quality by reducing existing traffic delays associated with vehicles idling at the southern CSX railroad crossing. 

Additionally, a contamination screening evaluation was performed that identified ten (10) high-risk, sixteen (16) medium risk and sixty-six (66) low or no risk potentially contaminated sites adjacent to the project improvements. The FDOT will conduct further testing for high and medium risk sites and, if necessary, oversee remediation activities within the construction footprint. Please see the project concept boards at this hearing for locations.
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Evaluation Matrix
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Evaluation Criteria
1994 EA/FONSI             Eastern 
Segment #2 (Causeway Blvd. 
fr. 45th Street to 54th Street)

Preferred/Build 
Alternative

No-Build 
Alternative

Right-of-Way (ROW) Needs
ROW to be acquired for roadway (acres) 12.25 13.72 0
ROW to be acquired for stormwater facilities (acres) 0.83 10.65 0
Number of affected parcels 68 75 0
Potential Relocations
Number of business relocations 10 28 0
Number of residential relocations 2 3 0
Potential Environmental Effects 
Cultural Resources 0 35 0
Section 4(f) sites 0 0 0
Wetlands (acres) 0 0.37 0
Surface Waters (acres) 0 1.65 0
Floodplains Moderate Moderate None
Potential for listed/protected species and/or habitat None Moderate None
Noise-impacted receptors 3 8 8
Contamination sites (ranked as high / medium) NQ* 10 / 16 0 / 0
Estimated Project Costs
Design N/A** $5.52M $0
Wetland Mitigation N/A $0.08M $0
Total ROW Costs N/A $49.86M $0
ROW acquisition for roadway

N/A
$44.98M $0

ROW acquisition for stormwater facilities $4.88M $0
Total Construction Costs N/A $121.78M $0
Construction Engineering & Inspection (10% of Total Construction Cost) N/A $12.18M $0
Preliminary Estimate of Total Project Costs N/A $189.42M $0

*Not quantified
**Not applicable

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This evaluation matrix compares the right of way acquisition requirements and the environmental impacts of the Preferred Alternative to the original 1994 Preferred Alternative and the no-build, or “maintenance only” alternative, which will remain viable through the end of the study. The preliminary cost of the project including design, right of way acquisition, and construction phases, is approximately $189.5 million dollars. Please feel free to further view the evaluation matrix in the handout provided to you. 
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Project Schedule and Funding

PD&E Study Approval Quarter 4 2023
Public Hearing

Engineering & Environmental 
Analysis Start

Design Activities Start
Alternatives Public Workshop

Summer 2020 - Ongoing
June 1, 2023

November 2019

May 2018 - Ongoing

Data Collection Start
Re-evaluation Start May 2018 - Ongoing

Summer 2018 - Ongoing

Construction Not Currently Funded
Right of Way Acquisition
Design Underway

FY 2022/23 - 2024/25

FDOT 5-Year Adopted Work Program 
(FY 2022/23 – 2026/27)

22

Fall 2023

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The study began in May of 2018 and is anticipated for approval in late 2023.  After this public hearing, the study team will gather and consider all public input and update the project evaluation and documents to move towards the approval timeframe. The project’s Design is underway, and the Right of Way Acquisition phase is currently State funded. However, the Construction phase is not currently funded. 
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Ways to Provide Comments
• Make a verbal statement directly to the court reporter in a one-on-one setting 

for those attending the in-person session. 

• Make a verbal statement during the public comments period during the formal 
portion

• Submit your comments through the project website on the “Send Us Your 
Comments Page” http://active.fdotd7studies.com/us41/csx-to-sr676/

• Complete a comment form and drop it in the box in-person or mail comments 
to the address listed on the back

Must be postmarked by
JUNE 15, 2023

To become part of the public hearing record
23

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This public hearing is an opportunity for you to ask questions and offer comments on this study. Project representatives are available to provide more details and answer questions. There are several ways to comment as part of the public hearing record. All comments received, will be reviewed and considered in the study analysis, regardless of how they are submitted.
You can speak directly with the court reporter or complete the Comment Form and drop it in one of the comment boxes today for those attending in-person
You may also input comments onto the comment page of the project website, or mail the comment form to the address listed on the back of the form. The form must be postmarked by June 15, 2023, for your comments to be included in the official public hearing record.

http://active.fdotd7studies.com/us41/csx-to-sr676/
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US 41/SR 45 at CSX Grade Separation 
Project Development & Environment (PD&E) Study Design Change Reevaluation
from S. of SR 676 to N. of SR 676
WPI No.: 440749-1 | ETDM #14345

For Draft Project Documents and 
Hearing Materials Visit:
https://active.fdotd7studies.com/us41/csx-to-sr676/

Draft Project Documents are also Available at:

78th Street Community Library
7625 Palm River Road, Tampa, FL 33619

(813) 780-0064

FDOT District Seven Headquarters
11201 N. McKinley Drive, Tampa, FL 33612

(813) 975-6000

Documents are available from
May 10, 2023, to June 15, 2023
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Materials from this public hearing and other project details are posted on the project website. Draft project documents are available for review on the website, at this hearing, and have been on public display at the 78th Street Community Library and at the FDOT’s District Seven office since May 10th and will remain there until June 15, 2023. The project newsletter shows the district headquarters and library’s hours.

https://active.fdotd7studies.com/us41/csx-to-sr676/
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PORT TAMPA BAY, TERMINAL 6 | JUNE 1, 2023
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THANK YOU!
VISIT THE PROJECT WEBSITE:

https://active.fdotd7studies.com/us41/csx-to-sr676/

Remember to be Alert Today, Alive Tomorrow.
Safety doesn’t happen by accident.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Thank you for your interest in the US 41 at CSX Grade Separation PD&E study Design Change Reevaluation, and for taking time to participate in this public hearing. We look forward to your comments, and your continued involvement in this important project. And Remember to be Alert Today, Alive Tomorrow. Safety doesn’t happen by accident.

https://active.fdotd7studies.com/us41/csx-to-sr676/
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