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Held on Tuesday, January 26, 2016 
Gardenville Recreation Center, Gibsonton, Florida 

Public Hearing Scrapbook 

Public participation was solicited without regard to race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, disability or family status. 

From Kracker Avenue to South of SR 676 (Causeway Boulevard) 
Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study 

Work Program Item Segment No. 430056-1 
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CD of this Scrapbook, Graphic Displays, Handouts, and PowerPoint Presentation 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=howard+frankland+bridge&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=eUJ-kZT2ZxP1NM&tbnid=Mtoi_VMern3sRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://carphotos.oldride.com/549905194.html?o%3D587660859568&ei=sKUcUpzyN4nu8ATBvoGgBA&bvm=bv.51156542,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNEY1sYAQRKGNI9CKtsR8x7xgN_4Gg&ust=1377695431475077


PUBLIC HEARING | JANUARY 26, 2016 | HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY | WORK PROGRAM ITEM SEGMENT NO. 430056-1 | ETDM PROJECT NO. 5180 3 

Contents 

Introduction 4 

Project and Public Hearing Location Map 5 
Florida Administrative Register & Newspaper Advertisements 7-8 
Newsletter, Comment Form & Speaker Request Card 10-12 

Public Hearing Sign-In Sheets 14-16 

Display Graphics 18-26 

PowerPoint Presentation with Script 28-32 

Exterior Sign Locations & Photos 34-36                                                                                                                           

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=howard+frankland+bridge&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=eUJ-kZT2ZxP1NM&tbnid=Mtoi_VMern3sRM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://carphotos.oldride.com/549905194.html?o%3D587660859568&ei=sKUcUpzyN4nu8ATBvoGgBA&bvm=bv.51156542,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNEY1sYAQRKGNI9CKtsR8x7xgN_4Gg&ust=1377695431475077


PUBLIC HEARING | JANUARY 26, 2016 | HILLSBOROUGH COUNTY | WORK PROGRAM ITEM SEGMENT NO. 430056-1 | ETDM PROJECT NO. 5180 4 

Introduction 
INTRODUCTION 
The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) conducted a Project 
Development and Environment (PD&E) study for proposed improvements to US 
41 (SR 45) in southern Hillsborough County. The study limits are from Kracker 
Avenue to South of SR 676 (Causeway Boulevard). The total length of the 
project is approximately 7 miles. The purpose of this study is to evaluate 
alternative capacity and operational improvements to US 41. The project 
location map is shown on the next page.  

The purpose of this public hearing scrapbook is to document the information 
that was presented at the hearing. This document includes the following 
information: 

• Description of the proposed improvements 
• Display graphics presented 
• Citizen and FDOT/consultant sign-in sheets 
• Newsletter and public hearing handouts 
• Newspaper display advertisements 
• PowerPoint presentation with script 
• Photographs taken at the hearing 

Also, a CD is included containing electronic files of this scrapbook as well as the 
PowerPoint presentation shown at the hearing and copies of the display boards.  

BACKGROUND & PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The PD&E study documented the need for the project and presented the 
procedures used to develop and evaluate various improvement alternatives 
related to this facility. The highway is to be improved from an existing, four-lane 
divided rural and urban facility to a six-lane divided facility. Bridges over Bullfrog 
Creek and the Alafia River are recommended to be replaced. The proposed 
improvements will include construction of stormwater management and 
floodplain compensation ponds and intersection improvements, in addition to 
multimodal facilities (trail, pedestrian, bicycle, and transit accommodations). 

US 41 is a major north-south arterial of regional significance that parallels 
Interstate 75 (I-75) and US 301 in Hillsborough County. Within the study area, 
US 41 plays a significant role in connecting southern Hillsborough County to the 
Tampa Bay region.  

The purpose of the proposed project is to accommodate future traffic demands 
on US 41 due to growth within the project limits and surrounding areas. This 
corridor is projected to operate at level of service (LOS) F in the design year 
(2040) if no increase in capacity is provided. Other factors that support the need 
for the project include: regional connectivity, safety, consistency with 
transportation plans, emergency evacuation, and modal interrelationships. 

PUBLIC HEARING 
The public hearing was held on Tuesday, January 26, 2016, from 5:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the following location: 

Gardenville Recreation Center 
6219 Symmes Road 
Gibsonton, Florida 33534 

Prior to the hearing, a notice was published in the Florida Administrative 
Register on Tuesday, January 12, 2016. A run of paper display advertisement 
was published in two separate issues of the Tampa Tribune and Centro Mi 
Diario on Tuesday, January 5, 2016 and Friday, January 15, 2016. Copies of 
these advertisements are shown in this scrapbook.  

Approximately 380 affected property owners, agencies, officials, and interested 
citizens were sent a newsletter invitation in accordance with the Department’s 
procedures. Approximately 60 citizens attended the hearing. Copies of the sign-
in sheets are included in this scrapbook. Prior to the hearing, one comment was 
received, and FDOT continued to receive comments until February 5, 2016. One 
written comment was received at the hearing. Comment forms submitted can 
be found in the Comments and Coordination Report.  

The informal session of the public hearing was held from 5:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
The hearing venue was prepared as an open-house, during which citizens were 
given an opportunity to review a handout, various exhibits, and the study 
documents. Copies of the handouts and display boards can be found in this 
scrapbook. In addition, a project video (PowerPoint Presentation) ran 
continuously in one side of the room. Copies of the slides and script are 
included at the back of this scrapbook. FDOT and consultant representatives 
were available for one-on-one questions and answers. A court reporter was 
present throughout the hearing to verbally record comments as well.  

The formal portion of the hearing was moderated by Mr. Kirk Bogen, PE, the 
FDOT District Seven Environmental Management Engineer, at 6:30 p.m. where 
members of the public could voice their opinions. His presentation covered the 
following topics: 

• Description of the project and purpose of the hearing 
• The exhibit with State and Federal laws cited  
• Right of way acquisition information 
• Methods for the public to provide comments 

Following the formal presentation, attendees were given an opportunity to 
make oral statements for the record. Four people spoke publicly. Following this 
segment, the formal session was adjourned at approximately 6:45 p.m., and the 
informal session resumed until 7:30 p.m. A transcript of the oral presentation 
and all statements made to the court reporter are included in the study’s Final 
Comments & Coordination Report.  

In addition, representatives and table kiosks were set up for FDOT’s right of 
way, access management, and safety. This was so the public could direct their 
comments directly with those areas.  

Reports and other information available at the public hearing included:  

• Air Quality Memorandum [Draft]  
• Cultural Resource Assessment Survey (CRAS) Report Volume 1 of 2 [Final]  
• Cultural Resource Assessment Survey (CRAS) Report Volume 2 of 2 [Final]  
• Existing Bridge Typical Sections  
• Existing Typical Sections  
• Level I Contamination Screening Evaluation Report (CSER) [Draft]  
• Location Hydraulics Memorandum [Draft]  
• Noise Study Report [Draft]  
• Pond Sizing Report [Draft]  
• Preliminary Engineering Report [Draft]  
• State Environmental Impact Report [Draft]  
• Traffic Technical Memorandum [Final]  
• Traffic Technical Memorandum Appendices [Final]  
• Utility Assessment Package [Final]  
• Wetland Evaluation and Biological Assessment Report [Draft]  
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Project and Public Hearing Location Map 
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Florida Administrative Register & Newspaper 
Advertisements 
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Florida Administrative Register 

Published in 
the Florida 

Administrative 
Register on 

Tuesday, 
January 12, 

2016. 
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Newspaper Advertisements 

Published in the 
Tampa Tribune and 
Centro mi Dario on 
Tuesday, January 5, 

2016 and Friday, 
January 15, 2016. 

The Tampa Tribune The Centro mi Dario 
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Newsletter, Comment Form &  
Speaker Request Card 
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The newsletter was 
mailed on Tuesday, 
December 29, 2015 

and distributed at the 
public hearing 

session. 
 

The public hearing 
newsletter served as a 
property owner notice 

and an invitation to 
interested parties on 

the project mailing list. 
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The newsletter was 
mailed on Tuesday, 
December 29, 2015 

and distributed at the 
public hearing 

session. 
 

The public hearing 
newsletter served as a 
property owner notice 

and an invitation to 
interested parties on 

the project mailing list. 
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Comment Form & Speaker Card 

Speaker cards were 
available at the 
public hearing 

session. 

Comment forms were 
included with the public 
hearing newsletter and 
were distributed at the 
public hearing session. 
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Public Hearing Sign-In Sheets 
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Public Hearing Sign-in Sheets 
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Public Hearing Sign-in Sheets 
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Public Hearing Sign-in Sheets 
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Display Graphics 
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Duplicate Plot 
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PowerPoint Presentation with Script 
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Exterior Sign Locations & Photos 
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Photos 
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