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STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION 

1. GENERAL INFORMATION

County:  Pasco 

Project Name:  US 98 (SR 533) Dade City Bypass PD&E Study 

Project Limits:  From the Vicinity of the US 301 South Intersection to the Vicinity of the US 

301 North Intersection 

Project Numbers: WPI Segment No. 256423 1  Federal-Aid Project No. 3112-017P 

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

a. Existing:  The project study limits for the US 98 Dade City Bypass are from the vicinity of 

the US 301 South intersection to the vicinity of the US 301 North intersection, a distance of 

about 1.6 miles.  The project location is shown in Figure 1.   The existing roadway is a two-

lane rural facility.

b. Proposed Improvements: It is proposed to upgrade the US 98 Dade City Bypass to a four-

lane divided urban facility. The proposed typical section consists of two 12-foot lanes, 4-foot 

bike lanes and 5-foot sidewalks in each direction.  Left turn lanes will be accommodated 

within a 22-foot median.  The proposed improvements require a minimum of 102 feet of 

right-of-way.  It is also proposed to improve traffic operations at the skewed intersections of 

US 301 South, CR 35A and US 301 North.  Improved pedestrian crossings are proposed at 

Whitehouse Avenue, Martin Luther King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue, and Tuskeegee 

Avenue.  An optional intersection concept is provided that would bring US 301 North, River 

Road and the US 98 Dade City Bypass together at one location.

3. CLASS OF ACTION

a. Class of Action:  b. Other Actions:

[  ]  Environmental Assessment [ ] Section 4(f) Evaluation 

[  ]  Environmental Impact  [X]  Section 106 Consultation 

[X]  Type 2 Categorical Exclusion [ ]  Endangered Species Assessment 

c. Public Involvement:

1.  [  ] A public hearing is not required, therefore, approval of this Type 2 Categorical 

Exclusion constitutes acceptance of the location and design concepts for this 

project. 

2.  [X] A public hearing was held on November 29, 2001 and a transcript is included with 

the environmental determination.  Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion 

determination constitutes location and design concept acceptance for this project. 

    [  ] An opportunity for a public hearing was afforded and a certification of opportunity is 

included with the environmental determination.  Approval of this Type 2 Categorical 

Exclusion determination constitutes acceptance of the location and design 

concepts for this project. 

3. [  ] A public hearing will be held and the public hearing transcript will be provided at a 

later date.  Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion DOES NOT constitute 

acceptance of the project's location and design concepts. 

    [ ] An opportunity for a public hearing will be afforded and a certification of opportunity 

will be provided at a later date.  Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion 

determination DOES NOT constitute acceptance of the project's location and 

design concepts. 

d. Cooperating Agency: [  ] COE  [  ] USCG  [  ] FWS  [  ] EPA  [  ] NMFS  [X] None
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4. REVIEWER'S SIGNATURE

          /          /            
FDOT Project Manager  Date 

          /         /           
FHWA Urban Transportation Engineer  Date 

5. FHWA CONCURRENCE

         /         /           
(For) Division Administrator  Date 
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6. IMPACT EVALUATION
S M N N 

Topical Categories i i o o 
g n n I REMARKS 
n  e n 

v 

A.  SOCIAL IMPACTS
           1.  Land Use Changes [  ] [  ] [X] [  ] See Attachment A 
           2.  Community Cohesion [  ] [  ] [X] [  ] See Attachment A 
           3.  Relocation Potential [  ] [X] [  ] [  ] See Attachment A 
           4.  Community Services [  ] [  ] [X] [  ] See Attachment A 
           5.  Title VI Consideration [  ] [  ] [X] [  ] See Attachment A 
           6.  Controversy Potential [  ] [  ] [X] [  ] See Attachment A 
           7.  Utilities and Railroads [  ] [  ] [X] [  ] See Attachment A 

B.  CULTURAL IMPACTS
           1.  Section 4(f) Lands [  ] [  ] [X] [  ] See Attachment A 
           2.  Historic Sites/Districts [  ] [  ] [X] [  ] See Attachment A 
           3.  Archaeological Sites [  ] [  ] [X] [  ] See Attachment A 
           4.  Recreational Areas [  ] [  ] [X] [  ]  

C.  NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
           1.  Wetlands [  ] [X] [  ] [  ] See Attachment A 
           2.  Aquatic Preserves [  ] [  ] [  ] [X]  
           3.  Water Quality [  ] [  ] [X] [  ] See Attachment A 
           4.  Outstanding Fla. Waters [  ] [  ] [  ] [X]  
           5.  Wild and Scenic Rivers [  ] [  ] [  ] [X]  
           6.  Floodplains [  ] [X] [  ] [  ] See Attachment A 
           7.  Coastal Zone Consistency [  ] [  ] [X] [  ] DCA letter dated 10/29/99 
           8.  Coastal Barrier Islands [  ] [  ] [  ] [X]  
           9.  Wildlife and Habitat [  ] [  ] [X] [  ] See Attachment A 
          10. Farmlands [  ] [  ] [  ] [X]  

D.  PHYSICAL IMPACTS
           1.  Noise [  ] [X] [  ] [  ] See Attachment A 
           2.  Air [  ] [  ] [X] [  ] See Attachment A 
           3.  Construction [  ] [X] [  ] [  ] See Attachment A 
           4.  Contamination [  ] [X] [  ] [  ] See Attachment A 
           5.  Navigation [  ] [  ] [  ] [X]  

a.   [  ]  FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS NOT required in accordance with 
23 CFR 650, Subpart H. 

 b.   [  ]  FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS required in accordance with  
23 CFR 650, Subpart H. 

E.  PERMITS REQUIRED

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) 
Florida Department of Environmental Protection 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit
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7. WETLANDS FINDING   

See Attachment A. 

8. COMMITMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

The FDOT is committed to the following measures: 

1. Railroad Crossings - The FDOT is committed to evaluate the need to improve the railroad 
crossings at Tuskegee Avenue and Martin Luther King Boulevard during the design phase of 
this project. 

2. Willingham Road - The FDOT is committed to coordinate during design with the appropriate 
local governments to facilitate improvements to Willingham Road. 

3. Traffic Signals - The FDOT is committed to evaluate during design or after construction the 
need for traffic signals at the intersections of CR 35A, Tuskeegee/Buford Avenues, Meridian 
Avenue (SR 52), River Road, and US 301 North.  Monitoring the operation of the build 
condition is to be undertaken for these intersections to determine if the signals are 
warranted.  A recommendation for a traffic signal installation is conditional on results of 
signal warrant analysis. 

4. Pedestrian Accommodations – The FDOT is committed to provide pedestrian crossings at 
the signalized intersections of US 301 South and Martin Luther King Boulevard.  The FDOT 
is also committed, during design, to evaluate pedestrian crossings at the intersections of CR 
35A, Tuskeegee/Buford Avenues, Meridian Avenue (SR 52), River Road, and US 301 North. 

5. Lighting - The FDOT is committed to consider roadway lighting for the length of this project.  
Dade City will be required to enter into a maintenance agreement for the lighting. 

6. CR 35A - The FDOT is committed to consider widening the US 98 Dade City Bypass only 
from CR 35A to US 301 North during design if Pasco County has studied and committed to 
construct CR 35A as a bypass from US 98 in Zephyrhills. 

7. Gateway Concepts/Landscaping - The FDOT is committed to coordinate with Dade City to 
evaluate gateway landscaping and signage concepts and provide landscaping within any 
suitable areas of the right-of-way during the final design of this project.  The FDOT will 
coordinate with Dade City for the placement of irrigation water supply lines and sleeves and 
feeder lines for reuse water during the design phase. 

8. Access Management – The FDOT is committed to evaluate median openings and driveway 
connections from US 301 South to CR 35A during the design phase of this project.  The 
evaluation will include: 1) a joint driveway to be shared by the Calvary Assembly of God 
Church and the strip center containing the tractor sales; 2) or a joint driveway to be shared 
by the strip center containing the tractor sales and the Ford dealership; and 3) eliminating 
the directional median opening at Connector Road. 
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Recommendations: 

1. Typical Section - The recommended improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass consist 
of upgrading the existing two-lane rural roadway to a four-lane divided urban facility as 
shown on the attached concept plans.  The recommended typical section is a four-lane 
divided urban section that includes two 12-foot travel lanes each way, a 22-foot raised 
median, 4-foot bike lanes and 5-foot sidewalks each way.  Left turn lanes will be 
accommodated in the median. 

2. Special Features - It is recommended that additional pavement be provided at the southwest 
quadrants of the intersections with Meridian Avenue (SR 52) and Martin Luther King 
Boulevard to allow for U-turns. 
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Figure 1 - Project Location Map
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ATTACHMENT A 

A.1 - Land Use Changes 

The most recent Dade City and Pasco County Future Land Use Maps show that land use in the US 
98 Dade City Bypass corridor will remain predominantly commercial/retail uses with areas of 
residential, industrial and public lands. The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass 
will utilize the existing predominantly commercial corridor and land use is not anticipated to change 
as a result of the improvements.   

A.2 - Community Cohesion 

The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass involve widening the existing roadway 
on the same alignment.  Additionally, traffic operations will be improved at the major intersections 
along the route.  Pedestrian, bicycle and handicapped facilities will be improved.  Currently, 
pedestrian/bicycle traffic crosses the US 98 Dade City Bypass at several unsignalized intersections 
and mid-block locations to access the commercial businesses and services located along the west 
side of the roadway.  The proposed improvements include improved pedestrian, bicycle, and 
handicapped facilities for the US 98 Dade City Bypass intersections at Whitehouse Avenue, Martin 
Luther King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue, and Tuskeegee Avenue.  The crossing improvements will 
include both rail and roadway crossings.  The proposed improvements will enhance motorized and 
non-motorized access from the residential neighborhoods east of the US 98 Dade City Bypass to 
the commercial businesses and services west of the US 98 Dade City Bypass. 

A.3 - Relocation Potential 

The existing US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way ranges from 60 ft to 115 feet.  The minimum right-
of-way width for the recommended typical section is 102 feet.  Additional right-of-way is required in 
areas where the roadway profile is elevated above the surrounding topography, at intersections and 
for stormwater management and floodplain compensation facilities.  The purchase of the additional 
right-of-way will necessitate relocations in some areas of the project.   

The recommended alignment would require about six residential and six business relocations.  Four 
of the residential relocations are in Segment 1 along the east side of the US 98 Dade City Bypass at 
the US 301 South intersection and two are located in Segment 4 along the west side, north of Martin 
Luther King Boulevard. 

In order to minimize the unavoidable effects of right-of-way acquisition and displacement of people, 
the Florida Department of Transportation will carry out a right-of-way and relocation program in 
accordance with Florida Statute 339.09 and the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property 
Acquisition Policy Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-646 as amended by Public Law 100-17). 

The residential and business relocations are shown on the Concept Plans. 

A.4 - Community Services 

No community services will be adversely affected by the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade 
City Bypass.  Fire and rescue services in the project corridor are provided by the Dade City Fire and 
Police Departments, the Pasco County Sheriff’s Office, and the Florida Highway Patrol.  None of 
these services will be adversely affected by the improvements. 
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A.5 - Title VI Consideration 

Title VI, Title VIII and Executive Order 12898 (Environmental Justice) 

Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act (Title VI), and related statutes, provides that no person shall, 
on the grounds of race, color, age, religion, sex, national origin, or handicap/disability, be excluded 
from participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subject to discrimination under 
any program of the Federal, State or local government.  Title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act (Title 
VIII) guarantees each person equal opportunity in housing. 

Executive Order 12898 Environmental Justice was issued to underscore and complement certain 
provisions of existing law, including Title VI and Title VIII and related statutes.  This project has been 
developed in accordance with Title VI, Title VIII and Executive Order 12898 and is not expected to 
affect any distinct minority, ethnic, elderly, or handicapped groups.  

A.6 - Controversy Potential 

Numerous informational meetings were held to inform the public and local officials about the 
proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass.  

Public input and comment was solicited and reviewed.  Generally, the public and local officials have 
been supportive of the project.  The public hearing transcript is included in the Comments and 
Coordination Report. 

The US 98 Dade City Bypass project is considered to have a low potential for controversy. 

A.7 - Utilities And Railroads 

Utilities 

Utility services within the project corridor that have the potential to be affected by the various 
alternatives analyzed for this proposed action include: 

• TECO Peoples Gas Systems, Inc. (Natural Gas Distribution) 

• Sprint Florida, Inc. (Telephone) 

• Tampa Electric Company (Electric Distribution) 

• Dade City Utilities (Water and Sanitary Sewer) 

The utility relocation costs for the recommended alignment are estimated to be $781,425. 

Railroads 

The CSX Railroad parallels the US 98 Dade City Bypass from the CR 35A intersection to US 301 
North.  Amtrak operates a rail passenger station at the historic Dade City Train Depot at the 
intersection of Meridian Avenue (SR 52) and the US 98 Dade City Bypass. Four railroad crossings 
of side streets are located along the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor, including River Road 
(crossing #622720), Martin Luther King Boulevard (crossing #622721), Tuskeegee Avenue 
(crossing #622722), and Wilson Street (crossing #622723). 

None of the railroad crossings will be affected by the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade 
City Bypass. 
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B.1 - Section 4(f) Lands 

One Dade City park is located within the project corridor.  The recommended alignment will not 
encroach into the park nor will it affect the function or access of the park.  

B.2 - Historic Sites/Districts 

A Cultural Resources Assessment Survey (CRAS) was undertaken to comply with Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-655), as amended, and the 
implementing regulations 36 CFR 800 (revised May 1999), as well as the provisions contained in the 
revised Chapter 267, Florida Statutes.  All work was carried out in conformity with Part 2, Chapter 12 
- Archaeological and Historical Resources of the FDOT’s Project Development & Environment 
(PD&E) Manual (revised January 1999), and the standards contained in the Historic Preservation 
Compliance Review Program of the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources 
Manual (revised November 1990). 

One historic resource (50 years of age or older) was recorded previously in the project area.  This 
NRHP-listed property, the Dade City Atlantic Coast Line (ACL) Railroad Depot (8PA415) at 14216 
US 98 Dade City Bypass, is located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E Study project APE.  
In the area of the railroad depot, all three of the alignment alternatives evaluated for the proposed 
improvements will widen the US 98 Dade City Bypass to the west away from the Depot. 

Field surveys resulted in the location and recording of 24 additional potential historic properties 
(8PA1207-1227, 8PA1265-67).  The 24 newly recorded historic resources represent residential or 
commercial buildings common to the area.  None of the 24 properties appear to be eligible for listing 
in the NRHP, either independently or as part of a historic district. 

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) responded with a letter dated March 28, 2001 
concurring that the Dade City ACL Railroad Depot continues to be listed in the NRHP and that the 
other 24 historic structures are not NRHP eligible.  The SHPO also requested “further 
documentation outlining project alternatives in order to address the potential impact of this project on 
the Dade City ACL Railroad Depot (8PA415).”  A Section 106 Consultation Technical Memorandum 
was prepared to address potential project effects to the NRHP-listed depot. The examples of 
adverse effect, as contained in 36 CFR Part 800.5(a)(1) and (2), were applied and found not to be 
applicable for the recommended alternative.  In summary, the proposed undertaking will have no 
effect, as defined in 36 CFR Part 800.16(I), upon the NRHP-listed Dade City ACL Railroad Depot.  
The SHPO responded by letter of October 26, 2001 stating that they concur with the “finding that the 
proposed undertaking will have no effect on the historic Dade City ACL Railroad Depot (8PA415).” 

B.3 - Archaeological Sites 

Archaeological background research, including a review of the FSF and the NRHP, indicated that 32 
archaeological sites have been recorded previously within 3 miles of the project corridor.  None are 
located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass proposed right-of-way.  As a result of the field survey, no 
prehistoric or historic period archaeological sites were found. 

The CRAS was submitted to the SHPO for concurrence that the proposed improvements to the US 
98 Dade City Bypass will not involve any NRHP-listed or potentially eligible archaeological sites.  
The SHPO responded with a letter dated March 28, 2001 concurring with the CRAS results that no 
prehistoric or historic period archaeological sites were found. 
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C.1 - Wetlands 

In accordance with Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, dated May 23, 1977, a study 
was conducted to assess the potential effects on wetland within the proposed project.  The study 
indicated the preferred alternative would affect about 0.87 acres of wetlands. 

The mitigation option to be considered is the use of Florida Statute 373.4137 that allows payment to 
the SWFWMD for their use in mitigating the impacts. 

C.3 - Water Quality 

Stormwater runoff from the US 98 Dade City Bypass will be collected in curb inlets.  The water will 
be conveyed in an underground storm sewer system to stormwater management ponds for water 
quality treatment.  The stormwater facility design for this project will include, at a minimum, the water 
quantity requirements for water quality impacts as required by the SWFWMD in Chapters 40D-4 and 
40D-40 FAC. 

The locations of the stormwater management ponds are shown on the Concept Plans. The 
appropriate Best Management Practices will be used during the construction phase for erosion 
control and water quality considerations. 

C.6 - Floodplains 

A Location Hydraulic Report was prepared to determine if any floodplains will be significantly 
affected due to the proposed improvements.  The proposed improvements will not support 
incompatible floodplain development. 

The proposed drainage structures will perform hydraulically in a manner equal to or greater than the 
existing structures, and backwater surface elevations are not expected to increase.  As a result, 
there will be no significant adverse impacts on natural and beneficial floodplain values.  There will 
be no significant change in flood risk, and there will not be a significant change in the potential for 
interruption or termination of emergency service or emergency evacuation routes.  Therefore, it has 
been determined that this encroachment is not significant. 

C.9 - Wildlife And Habitat 

Pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the study area was evaluated for 
the potential occurrence of threatened and endangered species.  An Endangered Species 
Evaluation Memorandum prepared for this project did not identify any listed species or critical habitat 
that will be affected by the proposed improvements.   

On April 14, 2000, the USFWS indicated that, “The Proposed Action is not likely to adversely affect 
the resources protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531, et. 
Seq.).  This finding fulfills the requirements of the Act.” 

D.1 - Noise 

A Noise Study Report was prepared in accordance with Title 23 CFR, Part 772, Procedures for 
Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise and Construction Noise using methodology established by the 
FDOT in the PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 17 (January 2001). 
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Based on the noise contour data, a review of land use data, proximity of noise sensitive sites to the 
US 98 Dade City Bypass, and field verification of noise sensitive locations, a total of 53 receivers 
representing 77 noise sensitive sites were evaluated for the Build Alternative.  East of the US 98 
Dade City Bypass, 25 receivers representing 38 noise sensitive sites were modeled.  West of the 
US 98 Dade City Bypass, 28 receivers representing 39 noise sensitive sites were modeled.   

For the Build Alternative year 2025 traffic conditions, 14 residences are predicted to experience 
noise levels that approach or exceed the NAC.  An evaluation of traffic management, alignment 
modifications and property acquisition indicated that these abatement measures were not feasible or 
reasonable.  Noise barriers were also evaluated.    At 11 of the residences a 5 dBA reduction could 
not be achieved because of limitations on the barrier length to accommodate side streets and 
driveways.  Noise barriers were not feasible at these locations. 

The remaining three residences are either isolated or located in an area with a low density of 
residential development.  Because of the small number of residences that would benefit, noise 
barriers were determined to not be cost reasonable at these locations.   

D.2 – Air Quality 

An air quality evaluation, specifically an analysis of carbon monoxide concentrations (CO) was 
performed in accordance with FDOT’s PD&E Manual.  Based on the FDOT’s computerized 
screening test (COSCREEN), the proposed project will not cause violations of the National Ambient 
Air Quality Standards for CO.  Therefore, the project will not have a significant impact on air quality. 

The project is in an area that has been designated as attainment for all the air quality standards 
under the criteria provided in the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990.  Therefore, conformity 
requirements do not apply to this project. 

D.3 – Construction 

Construction activities for the project will result in minimal, temporary, yet unavoidable air, noise, 
water quality, wetland, traffic flow, and visual impacts for individuals residing or traveling in the 
immediate vicinity of the project. 

Noise generated by roadway construction, haul trucks and other heavy equipment is anticipated.  
Construction noise will be minimized on this project by the Contractor’s adherence to noise control 
measures discussed in the current edition of the FDOT Standard Specifications for Roadway and 
Bridge Construction. 

Construction activities will also cause minor short term increases in air quality impacts in the form of 
dust from earthwork and unpaved roads and smoke from open burning.  These impacts will be 
minimized or controlled by adherence to all State and local regulations and to the current edition of 
the FDOT Standard Specifications for Roadway and Bridge Construction. 

Maintenance of traffic and sequence of construction will be planned and scheduled so as to 
minimize traffic delays throughout the project.  Access to all businesses and residences will be 
maintained to the extent practical through controlled construction scheduling. 

Visual impacts associated with the storage of construction materials and establishment of temporary 
construction facilities will occur, but are not considered substantial.  Construction impacts from the 
project will be minimal. 



March 22, 2002 FORM 650-040-02 
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT - 05/97 

Page 12 of 12 

D.4 - Contamination  

A Level I Contamination Screening of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor was conducted 
to determine the potential for contamination of the US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way from 
adjacent properties and business operations.  Abutting sites were identified based on regulatory 
standards as potential sources of hazardous materials and petroleum contamination.  Sites with 
suspected or documented contamination were further evaluated for potential contamination risks 
with respect to impacts to construction and right-of-way acquisition. 

A Contamination Screening Evaluation Report (CSER) was prepared pursuant to the Federal 
Highway Administration’s Technical Advisory T 6640.8A, dated October 30, 1987, and in 
accordance with the FDOT’s PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 22, dated February 8, 1994.  

Twenty-five sites were identified as having the potential for contamination.  The sites were identified 
by windshield survey; examination of 1966, 1974, 1982, and 1998 historic aerial photography; and 
reviews of the original US 98 Dade City Bypass construction drawings, local FDEP files and Dade 
City Directories.  Of the 25 sites, four are potential hazardous materials sites and 21 are potential 
petroleum sites.  

The four hazardous materials sites were given a rating of LOW. 

Of the 21 petroleum sites, 16 were considered to have a LOW potential for contamination and five 
were considered to have a MEDIUM potential for contamination.  It is recommended that the five 
sites rated as having a MEDIUM potential for contamination be field tested by organic vapor 
analyzer (OVA) screening or soil sampling with laboratory analysis.  If the results of the testing 
indicate no evidence of soil or groundwater contamination, the rating of the site could be revised 
downward.  Typically, the rating of field tested sites with no evidence of contamination would be 
revised to LOW. Because of the nature of the businesses conducted (e.g. gasoline service stations), 
some sites could remain rated as having a MEDIUM potential even if field testing did not reveal the 
presence of contamination. 
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