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STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

|. GENERAL INFORMATION
County: Pasco
" Project Name:  US 98 (SR 533) Dade City Bypass PD&E Study
Project Limits: From the Vicinity of the US 301 South Intersection to the Vicinity of the US
301 North Intersection
Project Numbers: WPI Segment No. 256423 1 FederaI—A|d Project No. 3112 017P

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

a. Existing: The project study limits for the US 98 Dade City Bypass are from the vicinity of
the US 301 South intersection to the vicinity of the US 301 North intersection, a distance of
about 1.6 miles. The project location is shown in Figure 1. The existing roadway is a two-
lane rural facility.

b. Proposedimprovements: Itis proposed to upgrade the US 98 Dade City Bypass to a four-
lane divided urban facility. The proposed typical section consists of two 12-foot lanes, 4-foot
bike lanes and 5-foot sidewalks in each direction. Left turn lanes will be accommodated
within a 22-foot median. The proposed improvements require a minimum of 102 feet of
right-of-way. ltis also proposed to improve traffic operations at the skewed intersections of
US 301 South, CR 35A and US 301 North. Improved pedestrian crossings are proposed at
Whitehouse Avenue, Martin Luther King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue, and Tuskeegee
Avenue. An optional intersection concept is provided that would bring US 301 North, River
Road and the US 98 Dade City Bypass together at one location..

3. CLASS OF ACTION

a. Class of Action: b. Other Actions:
[ 1 Environmental Assessment [ 1 Section 4(f) Evaluation
[ ] Environmental iImpact [X] Section 106 Consultation
[X] Type 2 Categorical Exclusion [ 1 Endangered Species Assessment

c. Public Involvement:

1. [ ] A public hearing is not required, therefore, approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion constitutes acceptance of the location and design concepts for this
project.

2. [X] A public hearing was held on November 29, 2001 and a transcript is included with
the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
determination constitutes location and design concept acceptance for this project.

[ 1 Anopportunity for a public hearing was afforded and a certification of opportunity is
included with the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion determination constitutes acceptance of the location and design
concepts for this project.

3. [ ] Apublic hearing will be held and the public hearing transcnpt will be provided ata
later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion DOES NOT constitute
acceptance of the project's location and design concepts.

[ 1 Anopportunity for a public hearing will be afforded and a certification of opportunity
will be provided at a later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
determination DOES NOT constitute acceptance of the project's location and
design concepts.

d. Cooperating Agency: [ JCOE [ JUSCG [ ]FWS [ 1EPA [ 1 NMFS [X] None

ScANNED 7z >
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IMPACT EVALUATION
S M N N "
Topical Categories i i o o0
g n n i REMARKS
n e n
v
A. SOCIAL IMPACTS
1. Land Use Changes [1 1)1 IXI [] _SeeAttachmentA
2. Community Cohesion [T 13 [XI [] SeeAttachmentA
3. Relocation Potential [T IXI [] [] SeeAttachmentA
4, Community Services [T 11 XI [] SeeAttachmentA
5. Title VI Consideration {111 IXI [1 SeeAttachmentA
6. Controversy Potential {111 IXI [] SeeAttachmentA
7. Utilities and Railroads [1[1 [XI [] SeeAttachmentA
B. CULTURAL IMPACTS
1. Section 4(f) Lands [1 [] [XI [] SeeAttachmentA
2. Historic Sites/Districts [T I]1 X1 [] SeeAttachmentA
3. Archaeological Sites [T 1) X [] SeeAttachmentA
4. Recreational Areas 111 X9 1]
C. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
1. Wetlands [1 X1 [1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
2. Agquatic Preserves [1 101 01 X
3. Water Quality [T 11 X [] SeeAttachmentA
4. Outstanding Fla. Waters {1101 01 X :
5. Wild and Scenic Rivers (111 11 X
6. Floodplains [T X1 [1 []1 SeeAttachmentA
7. Coastal Zone Consistency [ ] [] [X] [] _DCA letter dated 10/29/99
8. Coastal Barrier Islands [1 1) 1] X
9. Wildlife and Habitat [T 11 X1 [] _SeeAttachmentA
10. Farmiands [1[1 [1 X
D. PHYSICAL IMPACTS
1. Noise [1 X1 [] [ SeeAttachmentA
2. Air [T 01 [XI []1 _SeeAttachmentA
3. Construction [1 IX]I []1 [1 _SeeAttachmentA
4. Contamination [1 DX []1 []1 SeeAttachmentA
5. Navigation [TIT1T [1 X

a. ‘pq FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS NOT required in accordance with

23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

b. [ ] FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS required in accordance with

23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

E. PERMITS REQUIRED

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD)
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit
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WETLANDS FINDING

See Attadhmeht A. "

COMMITMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

» FDOT is committed to the following measures:

1.

Railroad Crossings - The FDOT is committed to evaluate the need to improve the railroad
crossings at Tuskegee Avenue and Martin Luther King Boulevard during the design phase of
this project.

Willingham Road - The FDOT is committed to coordinate during design with the appropriate
local governments to facilitate improvements to Willingham Road.

Traffic Signals - The FDOT is committed to evaluate during design or after construction the
need for traffic signals at the intersections of CR 35A, Tuskeegee/Buford Avenues, Meridian
Avenue (SR 52), River Road, and US 301 North. Monitoring the operation of the build
condition is to be undertaken for these intersections to determine if the signals are
warranted. A recommendation for a traffic signal installation is conditional on results of
signal warrant analysis.

Pedestrian Accommodations — The FDOT is committed to provide pedestrian crossings at
the signalized intersections of US 301 South and Martin Luther King Boulevard. The FDOT
is also committed, during design, to evaluate pedestrian crossings at the intersections of CR
35A, Tuskeegee/Buford Avenues, Meridian Avenue (SR 52), River Road, and US 301 North.

Lighting - The FDOT is committed to consider roadway lighting for the length of this project.
Dade City will be required to enter into a maintenance agreement for the lighting.

CR 35A - The FDOT is committed to consider widening the US 98 Dade City Bypass only
from CR 35A to US 301 North during design if Pasco County has studied and committed to
construct CR 35A as a bypass from US 98 in Zephyrhills.

Gateway Concepts/Landscaping - The FDOT is committed to coordinate with Dade City to
evaluate gateway landscaping and signage concepts and provide landscaping within any
suitable areas of the right-of-way during the final design of this project. The FDOT will
coordinate with Dade City for the placement of irrigation water supply lines and sleeves and
feeder lines for reuse water during the design phase.

Access Management — The FDOT is committed to evaluate median openings and driveway
connections from US 301 South to CR 35A during the design phase of this project. The
evaluation will include: 1) a joint driveway to be shared by the Calvary Assembly of God
Church and the strip center containing the tractor sales; 2) or a joint driveway to be shared
by the strip center containing the tractor sales and the Ford dealership; and 3) eliminating
the directional median opening at Connector Road.
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sommendations:

1. Typical Section - The recommended improvements to the US 88 Dade City Bypass conglst
of upgrading the existing two-lane rural roadway to a four-lane divided urban facility as
shown on the attached concept plans. The recommended typical section is a four-lane
divided urban section that includes two 12-foot travel lanes each way, a 22-foot raised
median, 4-foot bike lanes and 5-foot sidewalks each way. Left turn lanes will be
accommodated in the median.

2. Special Features - It is recommended that additional pavement be provided at the southwest
quadrants of the intersections with Meridian Avenue (SR 52) and Martin Luther King
Boulevard to allow for U-turns.
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ATTACHMENT A

-Land Use Changes

s most recent Dade City and Pasco County Future Land Use Maps show that land use in the US
Dade City Bypass corridor will remain predominantly commercial/retail uses with areas of
iidential, industrial and public lands. The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass
| utilize the existing predominantly commercial corridor and land use is not anticipated to change
a result of the improvements.

2 - Community Cohesion

1e proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass involve widening the existing roadway
| the same alignment. Additionally, traffic operations will be improved at the major intersections
ong the route. Pedestrian, bicycle and handicapped facilities will be improved. Currently,
:destrian/bicycle traffic crosses the US 98 Dade City Bypass at several unsignalized intersections
1d mid-block locations to access the commercial businesses and services located along the west
de of the roadway. The proposed improvements include improved pedestrian, bicycle, and
andicapped facilities for the US 98 Dade City Bypass intersections at Whitehouse Avenue, Martin
ather King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue, and Tuskeegee Avenue. The crossing improvements will
clude both rail and roadway crossings. The proposed improvements will enhance motorized and
on-motorized access from the residential neighborhoods east of the US 98 Dade City Bypass to
e commercial businesses and services west of the US 98 Dade City Bypass.

.3 - Relocation Potential

he existing US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way ranges from 60 ft to 115 feet. The minimum right-
f-way width for the recommended typical section is 102 feet. Additional right-of-way is required in
reas where the roadway profile is elevated above the surrounding topography, atintersections and
r stormwater management and floodplain compensation facilities. The purchase of the additional
ght-of-way will necessitate relocations in some areas of the project.

‘he recommended alignment would require about six residential and six business relocations. Four
f the residential relocations are in Segment 1 along the east side of the US 98 Dade City Bypass at
1e US 301 South intersection and two are located in Segment 4 along the west side, north of Martin
uther King Boulevard.

1 order to minimize the unavoidable effects of right-of-way acquisition and displacement of people,
ne Florida Department of Transportation will carry out a right-of-way and relocation program in
ccordance with Florida Statute 339.09 and the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
\cquisition Policy Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-646 as amended by Public Law 100-17).

"he residential and business relocations are shown on the Concept Plans.

\.4 - Community Services

No community services will be adversely affected by the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade
ity Bypass. Fire and rescue services in the project corridor are provided by the Dade City Fire and
>olice Departments, the Pasco County Sheriff's Office, and the Florida Highway Patrol. None of
hese services will be adversely affected by the improvements.



h 22, 2002 FORM 650-040-02
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT = 05/87
Page 8 of 12

5 - Title VI Consideration

le VI, Title VIl and Executive Order 12898 (Environmental Justice) "

le VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act (Title VI), and related statutes, provides that no person shall,
the grounds of race, color, age, religion, sex, national origin, or handicap/disability, be excluded
m participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subject to discrimination under
y program of the Federal, State or local government. Title Vil of the 1968 Civil Rights Act (Title
[) guarantees each person equal opportunity in housing.

ecutive Order 12898 Environmental Justice was issued to underscore and complement certain
visions of existing law, including Title VI and Title VIl and related statutes. This project has been
veloped in accordance with Title VI, Title Vil and Executive Order 12898 and is not expected to
ect any distinct minority, ethnic, elderly, or handicapped groups.

5 - Controversy Potential

merous informational meetings were held to inform the public and local officials about the
posed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass.

blic input and comment was solicited and reviewed. Generally, the public and local officials have
en supportive of the project. The public hearing transcript is included in the Comments and
ordination Report.

e US 98 Dade City Bypass project is considered to have a low potential for controversy.
7 - Utilities And Railroads

lities

lity services within the project corridor that have the potential to be affected by the various
ernatives analyzed for this proposed action include:

e TECO Peoples Gas Systems, Inc. (Natural Gas Distribution)
¢ Sprint Florida, Inc. (Telephone)
e Tampa Electric Company (Electric Distribution)
« Dade City Utilities (Water and Sanitary Sewer)
e utility relocation costs for the recommended alignment are estimated to be $781,425.

ilroads

e CSX Railroad parallels the US 98 Dade City Bypass from the CR 35A intersection to US 301
rth. Amtrak operates a rail passenger station at the historic Dade City Train Depot at the
rsection of Meridian Avenue (SR 52) and the US 98 Dade City Bypass. Four railroad crossings
side streets are located along the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor, including River Road
ossing #622720), Martin Luther King Boulevard (crossing #622721), Tuskeegee Avenue
ossing #622722), and Wilson Street (crossing #622723).

ne of the railroad crossings will be affected by the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade
y Bypass.
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B.1 - Section 4(f) Lands

One Dade City park is located within the project corridor. The recommended alignment Will not
encroach into the park nor will it affect the function or access of the park.

B.2 - Historic Sites/Districts

A Cultural Resources Assessment Survey (CRAS) was undertaken to comply with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-655), as amended, and the
implementing regulations 36 CFR 800 (revised May 1999), as well as the provisions contained in the
revised Chapter 267, Florida Statutes. All work was carried out in conformity with Part 2, Chapter 12
- Archaeological and Historical Resources of the FDOT’s Project Development & Environment
(PD&E) Manual (revised January 1999), and the standards contained in the Historic Preservation
Compliance Review Program of the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources
Manual (revised November 1990).

One historic resource (50 years of age or older) was recorded previously in the project area. This
NRHP-listed property, the Dade City Atlantic Coast Line (ACL) Railroad Depot (8PA415) at 14216
US 98 Dade City Bypass, is located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E Study project APE.
In the area of the railroad depot, all three of the alignment alternatives evaluated for the proposed
improvements will widen the US 98 Dade City Bypass to the west away from the Depot.

Field surveys resulted in the location and recording of 24 additional potential historic properties
(8PA1207-1227, 8PA1265-67). The 24 newly recorded historic resources represent residential or
commercial buildings common to the area. None of the 24 properties appear to be eligible for listing
in the NRHP, either independently or as part of a historic district.

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) responded with a letter dated March 28, 2001
concurring that the Dade City ACL Railroad Depot continues to be listed in the NRHP and that the
other 24 historic structures are not NRHP eligible. The SHPO also requested “further
documentation outlining project alternatives in order to address the potential impact of this projecton
the Dade City ACL Railroad Depot (8PA415).” A Section 106 Consultation Technical Memorandum
was prepared to address potential project effects to the NRHP-listed depot. The examples of
adverse effect, as contained in 36 CFR Part 800.5(a)(1) and (2), were applied and found not to be
applicable for the recommended alternative. In summary, the proposed undertaking will have no
effect, as defined in 36 CFR Part 800.16(l), upon the NRHP-listed Dade City ACL Railroad Depot.
The SHPO responded by letter of October 26, 2001 stating that they concur with the “finding that the
proposed undertaking will have no effect on the historic Dade City ACL Railroad Depot (8PA415).”

B.3 - Archaeological Sites

Archaeological background research, including a review of the FSF and the NRHP, indicated that 32
archaeological sites have been recorded previously within 3 miles of the project corridor. None are
located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass proposed right-of-way. As a result of the field survey, no
prehistoric or historic period archaeological sites were found.

The CRAS was submitted to the SHPO for concurrence that the proposed improvements to the US
98 Dade City Bypass will not involve any NRHP-listed or potentially eligible archaeological sites.
The SHPO responded with a letter dated March 28, 2001 concurring with the CRAS results thatno
prehistoric or historic period archaeological sites were found.
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.1 - Wetlands

1 accordance with Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, dated May 23, 1977, a study
ras conducted to assess the potential effects on wetland within the proposed project. The study
1dicated the preferred alternative would affect about 0.87 acres of wetlands.

"he mitigation option to be considered is the use of Florida Statute 373.4137 that allows payment to
1e SWFWMD for their use in mitigating the impacts.

;.3 - Water Quality

stormwater runoff from the US 98 Dade City Bypass will be collected in curb inlets. The water will
ye conveyed in an underground storm sewer system to stormwater management ponds for water
juality treatment. The stormwater facility design for this project will include, at a minimum, the water
juantity requirements for water quality impacts as required by the SWFWMD in Chapters 40D-4 and
10D-40 FAC.

The locations of the stormwater management ponds are- shown on the Concept Plans. The
ippropriate Best Management Practices will be used during the construction phase for erosion
sontrol and water quality considerations.

>.6 - Floodplains

A\ Location Hydraulic Report was prepared to determine if any floodplains will be significantly
affected due to the proposed improvements. The proposed improvements will not support
ncompatible floodplain development. :

'he proposed drainage structures will perform hydraulically in a manner equal to or greater than the
2Xisting structures, and backwater surface elevations are not expected to increase. As a result,
here will be no significant adverse impacts on natural and beneficial floodplain values. There will
e no significant change in flood risk, and there will not be a significant change in the potential for
nterruption or termination of emergency service or emergency evacuation routes. Therefore, ithas
been determined that this encroachment is not significant.

>.9 - Wildlife And Habitat

Pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the study area was evaluated for
he potential occurrence of threatened and endangered species. An Endangered Species
-valuation Memorandum prepared for this project did not identify any listed species or critical habitat
hat will be affected by the proposed improvements.

on April 14, 2000, the USFWS indicated that, “The Proposed Action is not likely to adversely affect
he resources protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531, et.
>ed.). This finding fulfills the requirements of the Act.”

).1 - No_ise

\ Noise Study Report was prepared in accordance with Title 23 CFR, Part 772, Procedures for
\batement of Highway Traffic Noise and Construction Noise using methodology established by the
-DOT in the PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 17 (January 2001).
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3ased on the noise contour data, a review of land use data, proximity of noise sensitive sites to the

JS 98 Dade City Bypass, and field verification of noise sensitive locations, a total of 53 receivers

‘epresenting 77 noise sensitive sites were evaluated for the Build Alternative. East of the US 98

Jade City Bypass, 25 receivers representing 38 noise sensitive sites were modeled. West of the
JS 98 Dade City Bypass, 28 receivers representing 39 noise sensitive sites were modeled.

For the Build Alternative year 2025 traffic conditions, 14 residences are predicted to experience
noise levels that approach or exceed the NAC. An evaluation of traffic management, alignment
modifications and property acquisition indicated that these abatement measures were not feasible or
reasonable. Noise barriers were also evaluated. At 11 of the residences a 5 dBA reduction could
not be achieved because of limitations on the barrier length to accommodate side streets and
driveways. Noise barriers were not feasible at these locations.

The remaining three residences are either isolated or located in an area with a low density of
residential development. Because of the small number of residences that would benefit, noise
barriers were determined to not be cost reasonable at these locations.

D.2 — Air Quality

An air quality evaluation, specifically an analysis of carbon monoxide concentrations (CO) was
performed in accordance with FDOT’s PD&E Manual. Based on the FDOT's computerized
screening test (COSCREEN), the proposed project will not cause violations of the National Ambient
Air Quality Standards for CO. Therefore, the project will not have a significant impact on air quality.

The project is in an area that has been designated as attainment for all the air quality standards
under the criteria provided in the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. Therefore, conformity
requirements do not apply to this project.

D.3 — Construction

Construction activities for the project will result in minimal, temporary, yet unavoidable air, noise,
water quality, wetland, traffic flow, and visual impacts for individuals residing or traveling in the
immediate vicinity of the project.

Noise generated by roadway construction, haul trucks and other heavy equipment is anticipated.
Construction noise will be minimized on this project by the Contractor’s adherence to noise control
measures discussed in the current edition of the FDOT Standard Specifications for Roadway and
Bridge Construction.

Construction activities will also cause minor short term increases in air quality impacts in the form of
dust from earthwork and unpaved roads and smoke from open burning. These impacts will be
minimized or controlled by adherence to all State and local regulations and to the current edition of
the FDOT Standard Specifications for Roadway and Bridge Construction.

Maintenance of traffic and sequence of construction will be planned and scheduled so as to
minimize traffic delays throughout the project. Access to all businesses and residences will be
maintained to the extent practical through controlled construction scheduling.

Visual impacts associated with the storage of construction materials and establishment of temporary
construction facilities will occur, but are not considered substantial. Construction impacts from the
project will be minimal.
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).4 - Contaminaﬁon

\ Level | Contamination Screening of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor was condticted
o determine the potential for contamination of the US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way from
idjacent properties and business operations. Abutting sites were identified based on regulatory
standards as potential sources of hazardous materials and petroleum contamination. Sites with
suspected or documented contamination were further evaluated for potential contamination risks
vith respect to impacts to construction and right-of-way acquisition.

\ Contamination Screening Evaluation Report (CSER) was prepared pursuant to the Federal
dighway Administration’s Technical Advisory T 6640.8A, dated October 30, 1987, and in
accordance with the FDOT’s PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 22, dated February 8, 1994.

Twenty-five sites were identified as having the potential for contamination. The sites were identified
>y windshield survey; examination of 1966, 1974, 1982, and 1998 historic aerial photography; and
-eviews of the original US 98 Dade City Bypass construction drawings, local FDEP files and Dade
City Directories. Of the 25 sites, four are potential hazardous materials sites and 21 are potential

oetroleum sites. .
The four hazardous materials sites were given a rating of LOW.

Of the 21 petroleum sites, 16 were considered to have a LOW potential for contamination and five
were considered to have a MEDIUM potential for contamination. It is recommended that the five
sites rated as having a MEDIUM potential for contamination be field tested by organic vapor
analyzer (OVA) screening or soil sampling with laboratory analysis. If the results of the testing
indicate no evidence of soil or groundwater contamination, the rating of the site could be revised
downward. Typically, the rating of field tested sites with no evidence of contamination would be
revised to LOW. Because of the nature of the businessés conducted (e.g. gasoline service stations),
some sites could remain rated as having a MEDIUM potential even if field testing did not reveal the
presence of contamination.
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STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

. GENERAL INFORMATION
County: Pasco
- Project Name: US 98 (SR 533) Dade City Bypass PD&E Study
Project Limits: From the Vicinity of the US 301 South Intersection to the Vicinity of the US
301 North Intersection
Project Numbers: WPI Segment No. 256423 1 Federal-Aid Project No. 3112 017P

. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

a. Existing: The project study limits for the US 98 Dade City Bypass are from the vicinity of
the US 301 South intersection to the vicinity of the US 301 North intersection, a distance of
about 1.6 miles. The project location is shown in Figure 1. The existing roadway is a two-
lane rural facility.

b. ProposedImprovements: ltis proposed to upgrade the US 98 Dade City Bypass to a four-
lane divided urban facility. The proposed typical section consists of two 12-foot lanes, 4-foot
bike lanes and 5-foot sidewalks in each direction. Left turn lanes will be accommodated
within a 22-foot median. The proposed improvements require a minimum of 102 feet of
right-of-way. Itis also proposed to improve traffic operations at the skewed intersections of
US 301 South, CR 35A and US 301 North. Improved pedestrian crossings are proposed at
Whitehouse Avenue, Martin Luther King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue, and Tuskeegee
Avenue. An optional intersection concept is provided that would bring US 301 North, River
Road and the US 98 Dade City Bypass together at one location..

. CLASS OF ACTION

a. Class of Action: b. Other Actions:
[ ] Environmental Assessment [ 1 Section 4(f) Evaluation
[ ] Environmental Impact [X] Section 106 Consultation
[X] Type 2 Categorical Exclusion [ 1 Endangered Species Assessment

c. Public Involvement:

1. [ ] A public hearing is not required, therefore, approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion constitutes acceptance of the location and design concepts for this
project.

2. [X] A public hearing was held on November 29, 2001 and a transcriptis included with
the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
determination constitutes location and design concept acceptance for this project.

[ 1 Anopportunity for a public hearing was afforded and a certification of opportunity is
included with the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion determination constitutes acceptance of the location and design
concepts for this project.

3. [ 1 Apublic hearing will be held and the public hearing transcnpt will be provided at a
later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion DOES NOT constitute
acceptance of the project's location and design concepts.

[ 1 Anopportunity fora public hearing will be afforded and a certification of opportunity
will be provided at a later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
determination DOES NOT constitute acceptance of the project's location and
design concepts.

d. Cooperating Agency: [ JCOE [ JUSCG [ ]JFWS [ JEPA [ 1 NMFS [X] None
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IMPACT EVALUATION

S M N N '
Topical Categories i i o o
g n n | REMARKS
n e n
'
A. SOCIAL IMPACTS
1. Land Use Changes [T I[1 [XI [] SeeAttachmentA
2. Community Cohesion [T 1) IXI [] SeeAttachmentA
3. Relocation Potential [T X1 [1 []1 SeeAttachmentA
4. Community Services [T I [XI [] SeeAttachmentA
5. Titie VI Consideration [1 111 XI [] SeeAttachmentA
6. Controversy Potential [1I[1 [XI [] SeeAttachmentA
7. Utilities and Railroads [T I] [XI [] SeeAttachmentA
B. CULTURAL IMPACTS
1. Section 4(f) Lands [T [1 [XI [] SeeAttachmentA
2. Historic Sites/Districts [T T[] X [] SeeAttachmentA
3. Archaeological Sites [T [1 [XI [] SeeAttachmentA
4. Recreational Areas [T 1) X1 []
C. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
1. Wetlands [1 X1 []1 []1 SeeAttachmentA
2. Aquatic Preserves (110} [1 IXI
3. Water Quality [1 0[] X3 []1 SeeAttachmentA
4. Outstanding Fla. Waters [1101 11 X :
5. Wild and Scenic Rivers [TIY [} X
6. Floodplains [T X1 []1 [] SeeAttachmentA
7. Coastal Zone Consistency [ ] []1 [X] [ ] _DCA letter dated 10/29/99
8. Coastal Barrier Islands (1101 11 X1
9. Wildlife and Habitat [1[1 X9 [1 _SeeAttachmentA
10. Farmlands {1101 11 X1
D. PHYSICAL IMPACTS
1. Noise [T X1 [1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
2. Air [1 1) X3 [] _SeeAttachmentA
3. Construction [1 X1 [] [] SeeAttachmentA
4. Contamination [T X [1 [] SeeAttachmentA
5. Navigation (1101 11 X

a. ‘p(L FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS NOT required in accordance with

23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

b. [ ] FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS required in accordance with

23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

E. PERMITS REQUIRED

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Southwest Fiorida Water Management District (SWFWMD)
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit
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VETLANDS FINDING

ee Attac'hmeht A. .

SOMMITMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

FDOT is committed to the following measures:

l.

Railroad Crossings - The FDOT is committed to evaluate the need to improve the railroad
crossings at Tuskegee Avenue and Martin Luther King Boulevard during the design phase of
this project.

Willingham Road - The FDOT is committed to coordinate during design with the appropriate
local governments to facilitate improvements to Willingham Road.

Traffic Signals - The FDOT is committed to evaluate during design or after construction the
need for traffic signals at the intersections of CR 35A, Tuskeegee/Buford Avenues, Meridian
Avenue (SR 52), River Road, and US 301 North. Monitoring the operation of the build
condition is to be undertaken for these intersections to determine if the signals are
warranted. A recommendation for a traffic signal installation is conditional on results of
signal warrant analysis.

Pedestrian Accommodations — The FDOT is committed to provide pedestrian crossings at
the signalized intersections of US 301 South and Martin Luther King Boulevard. The FDOT
is also committed, during design, to evaluate pedestrian crossings at the intersections of CR
35A, Tuskeegee/Buford Avenues, Meridian Avenue (SR 52), River Road, and US 301 North.

Lighting - The FDOT is committed to consider roadway lighting for the length of this project.
Dade City will be required to enter into a maintenance agreement for the lighting.

CR 35A - The FDOT is committed to consider widening the US 98 Dade City Bypass only
from CR 35A to US 301 North during design if Pasco County has studied and committed to
construct CR 35A as a bypass from US 98 in Zephyrhills.

Gateway Concepts/Landscaping - The FDOT is committed to coordinate with Dade City to
evaluate gateway landscaping and signage concepts and provide landscaping within any
suitable areas of the right-of-way during the final design of this project. The FDOT will
coordinate with Dade City for the placement of irrigation water supply lines and sleeves and
feeder lines for reuse water during the design phase.

Access Management — The FDOT is committed to evaluate median openings and driveway
connections from US 301 South to CR 35A during the design phase of this project. The
evaluation will include: 1) a joint driveway to be shared by the Calvary Assembly of God
Church and the strip center containing the tractor sales; 2) or a joint driveway to be shared
by the strip center containing the tractor sales and the Ford dealership; and 3) eliminating
the directional median opening at Connector Road.
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ommendations:

1. Typical Section - The recommended improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass conslst
of upgrading the existing two-lane rural roadway to a four-lane divided urban facility as
shown on the attached concept plans. The recommended typical section is a four-lane
divided urban section that includes two 12-foot travel lanes each way, a 22-foot raised
median, 4-foot bike lanes and 5-foot sidewalks each way. Left turn lanes will be
accommodated in the median.

2. Special Features - Itis recommended that additional pavement be provided at the southwest
quadrants of the intersections with Meridian Avenue (SR 52) and Martin Luther King
Boulevard to allow for U-turns.
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ATTACHMENT A

- Land Use Changes

3 most recent Dade City and Pasco County Future Land Use Maps show that land use in the US
Dade City Bypass corridor will remain predominantly commercial/retail uses with areas of
idential, industrial and public lands. The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass
| utilize the existing predominantly commercial corridor and land use is not anticipated to change
a result of the improvements.

2 - Community Cohesion

e proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass involve widening the existing roadway
the same alignment. Additionally, traffic operations will be improved at the major intersections
ng the route. Pedestrian, bicycle and handicapped facilities will be improved. Currently,
destrian/bicycle traffic crosses the US 98 Dade City Bypass at several unsignalized intersections
«d mid-block locations to access the commercial businesses and services located along the west
je of the roadway. The proposed improvements include improved pedestrian, bicycle, and
indicapped facilities for the US 98 Dade City Bypass intersections at Whitehouse Avenue, Martin
ither King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue, and Tuskeegee Avenue. The crossing improvements will
clude both rail and roadway crossings. The proposed improvements will enhance motorized and
»n-motorized access from the residential neighborhoods east of the US 98 Dade City Bypass to
e commercial businesses and services west of the US 98 Dade City Bypass.

3 - Relocation Potential

ne existing US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way ranges from 60 ftto 115 feet. The minimum right-
-way width for the recommended typical section is 102 feet. Additional right-of-way is required in
-eas where the roadway profile is elevated above the surrounding topography, at intersections and
r stormwater management and floodplain compensation facilities. The purchase of the additional
jht-of-way will necessitate relocations in some areas of the project.

he recommended alignment would require about six residential and six business relocations. Four
f the residential relocations are in Segment 1 along the east side of the US 98 Dade City Bypass at
e US 301 South intersection and two are located in Segment 4 along the west side, north of Martin
uther King Boulevard.

 order to minimize the unavoidable effects of right-of-way acquisition and displacement of people,
e Florida Department of Transportation will carry out a right-of-way and relocation program in
ccordance with Florida Statute 339.09 and the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
cquisition Policy Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-646 as amended by Public Law 100-17).

he residential and business relocations are shown on the Concept Plans.

.4 - Community Services

lo community services will be adversely affected by the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade
ity Bypass. Fire and rescue services in the project corridor are provided by the Dade City Fire and

olice Departments, the Pasco County Sheriff's Office, and the Florida Highway Patrol. None of
ese services will be adversely affected by the improvements.
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- Title VI Consideration

» VI, Title VIII and Executive Order 12898 (Environmental Justice) .

> VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act (Title V1), and related statutes, provides that no person shall,
he grounds of race, color, age, religion, sex, national origin, or handicap/disability, be excluded
n participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subject to discrimination under
program of the Federal, State or local government. Title VIl of the 1968 Civil Rights Act (Title
) guarantees each person equal opportunity in housing.

cutive Order 12898 Environmental Justice was issued to underscore and complement certain
visions of existing law, including Title VI and Title VIl and related statutes. This project has been
eloped in accordance with Title VI, Title VIl and Executive Order 12898 and is not expected to
ct any distinct minority, ethnic, elderly, or handicapped groups.

- Controversy Potential

nerous informational meetings were held to inform the public and local officials about the
osed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass.

lic input and comment was solicited and reviewed. Generally, the public and local officials have
n supportive of the project. The public hearing transcript is included in the Comments and
rdination Report.

-US 98 Dade City Bypass project is considered to have a low potential for controversy.
- Utilities And Railroads
ties

ty services within the project corridor that have the potential to be affected by the various
rnatives analyzed for this proposed action include:

» TECO Peoples Gas Systems, Inc. (Natural Gas Distribution)

» Sprint Florida, Inc. (Telephone)

» Tampa Electric Company (Electric Distribution)

» Dade City Utilities (Water and Sanitary Sewer)

utility relocation costs for the recommended alignment are estimated to be $781,425.

‘oads

CSX Railroad parallels the US 98 Dade City Bypass from the CR 35A intersection to US 301
h. Amtrak operates a rail passenger station at the historic Dade City Train Depot at the
section of Meridian Avenue (SR 52) and the US 98 Dade City Bypass. Four railroad crossings
Je streets are located along the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor, including River Road
ssing #622720), Martin Luther King Boulevard (crossing #622721), Tuskeegee Avenue
ssing #622722), and Wilson Street (crossing #622723).

2 of the railroad crossings will be affected by the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade
Bypass.
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B.1 - Section 4(f) Lands

One Dade City park is located within the project corridor. The recommended alignment Wwill not
encroach into the park nor will it affect the function or access of the park.

B.2 - Historic Sites/Districts

A Cultural Resources Assessment Survey (CRAS) was undertaken to comply with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-655), as amended, and the
mplementing regulations 36 CFR 800 (revised May 1999), as well as the provisions contained in the
revised Chapter 267, Florida Statutes. All work was carried out in conformity with Part 2, Chapter 12
- Archaeological and Historical Resources of the FDOT’s Project Development & Environment
(PD&E) Manual (revised January 1999), and the standards contained in the Historic Preservation
Compliance Review Program of the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources
Manual (revised November 1990).

One historic resource (50 years of age or older) was recorded previously in the project area. This
NRHP-listed property, the Dade City Atlantic Coast Line (ACL) Railroad Depot (8PA415) at 14216
US 98 Dade City Bypass, is located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E Study project APE.
n the area of the railroad depot, all three of the alignment alternatives evaluated for the proposed
mprovements will widen the US 98 Dade City Bypass to the west away from the Depot.

~ield surveys resulted in the location and recording of 24 additional potential historic properties
(8PA1207-1227, 8PA1265-67). The 24 newly recorded historic resources represent residential or
commercial buildings common to the area. None of the 24 properties appear to be eligible for listing
n the NRHP, either independently or as part of a historic district.

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) responded with a letter dated March 28, 2001
~oncurring that the Dade City ACL Railroad Depot continues to be listed in the NRHP and that the
ther 24 historic structures are not NRHP eligible. The SHPO also requested “further
jocumentation outlining project alternatives in order to address the potential impact of this project on
he Dade City ACL Railroad Depot (8PA415).” A Section 106 Consultation Technical Memorandum
vas prepared to address potential project effects to the NRHP-listed depot. The examples of
adverse effect, as contained in 36 CFR Part 800.5(a)(1) and (2), were applied and found not to be
applicable for the recommended alternative. In summary, the proposed undertaking will have no
>ffect, as defined in 36 CFR Part 800.16(1), upon the NRHP-listed Dade City ACL Railroad Depot.
'he SHPO responded by letter of October 26, 2001 stating that they concur with the “finding that the
yroposed undertaking will have no effect on the historic Dade City ACL Railroad Depot (8PA415).”

3.3 - Archaeological Sites

\rchaeological background research, including a review of the FSF and the NRHP, indicated that 32
irchaeological sites have been recorded previously within 3 miles of the project corridor. None are
>cated within the US 98 Dade City Bypass proposed right-of-way. As a result of the field survey, no
irehistoric or historic period archaeological sites were found.

"he CRAS was submitted to the SHPO for concurrence that the proposed improvements to the US
I8 Dade City Bypass will not involve any NRHP-listed or potentially eligible archaeological sites.
"he SHPO responded with a letter dated March 28, 2001 concurring with the CRAS results thatno
rehistoric or historic period archaeological sites were found.
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1 - Wetlands

accordance with Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, dated May 23, 1977, a study
as conducted to assess the potential effects on wetland within the proposed project. The study
dicated the preferred alternative would affect about 0.87 acres of wetlands.

1e mitigation option to be considered is the use of Florida Statute 373.4137 that allows payment to
e SWFWMD for their use in mitigating the impacts.

.3 - Water Quality

tormwater runoff from the US 98 Dade City Bypass will be collected in curb inlets. The water will
3 conveyed in an underground storm sewer system to stormwater management ponds for water
Jality treatment. The stormwater facility design for this project will include, at a minimum, the water
Jantity requirements for water quality impacts as required by the SWFWMD in Chapters 40D-4 and
)D-40 FAC.

he locations of the stormwater management ponds are- shown on the Concept Plans. The
opropriate Best Management Practices will be used during the construction phase for erosion
ontrol and water quality considerations.

.6 - Floodplains

Location Hydraulic Report was prepared to determine if any floodplains will be significantly
fected due to the proposed improvements. The proposed improvements will not support
compatible floodplain development. :

he proposed drainage structures will perform hydraulically in a manner equal to or greater than the
xisting structures, and backwater surface elevations are not expected to increase. As a result,
ere will be no significant adverse impacts on natural and beneficial floodplain values. There will
2 no significant change in flood risk, and there will not be a significant change in the potential for
terruption or termination of emergency service or emergency evacuation routes. Therefore, ithas
een determined that this encroachment is not significant.

.9 - Wildlife And Habitat

ursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the study area was evaluated for
e potential occurrence of threatened and endangered species. An Endangered Species
valuation Memorandum prepared for this project did not identify any listed species or critical habitat
at will be affected by the proposed improvements.

n April 14, 2000, the USFWS indicated that, “The Proposed Action is not likely to adversely affect
e resources protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531, et.
eq.). This finding fulfills the requirements of the Act.”

A - No‘ise

Noise Study Report was prepared in accordance with Title 23 CFR, Part 772, Procedures for
batement of Highway Traffic Noise and Construction Noise using methodology established by the
DOT in the PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 17 (January 2001).
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lased on the noise contour data, a review of land use data, proximity of noise sensitive sites to the

JS 98 Dade City Bypass, and field verification of noise sensitive locations, a total of 53 receivers

epresenting 77 noise sensitive sites were evaluated for the Build Alternative. East of the US 98

)Yade City Bypass, 25 receivers representing 38 noise sensitive sites were modeled. West of the
JS 98 Dade City Bypass, 28 receivers representing 39 noise sensitive sites were modeled.

‘or the Build Alternative year 2025 traffic conditions, 14 residences are predicted to experience
ioise levels that approach or exceed the NAC. An evaluation of traffic management, alignment
nodifications and property acquisition indicated that these abatement measures were not feasible or
easonable. Noise barriers were also evaluated. At 11 of the residences a 5 dBA reduction could
iot be achieved because of limitations on the barrier length to accommodate side streets and
Iriveways. Noise barriers were not feasible at these locations.

"he remaining three residences are either isolated or located in an area with a low density of
esidential development. Because of the small number of residences that would benefit, noise
\arriers were determined to not be cost reasonable at these locations.

).2 — Air Quality

\n air quality evaluation, specifically an analysis of carbon monoxide concentrations (CO) was
)erformed in accordance with FDOT's PD&E Manual. Based on the FDOT's computerized
creening test (COSCREEN), the proposed project will not cause violations of the National Ambient
\ir Quality Standards for CO. Therefore, the project will not have a significant impact on air quality.

"he project is in an area that has been designated as attainment for all the air quality standards
inder the criteria provided in the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. Therefore, conformity
equirements do not apply to this project.

).3 — Construction

>onstruction activities for the project will result in minimal, temporary, yet unavoidable air, noise,
vater quality, wetland, traffic flow, and visual impacts for individuals residing or traveling in the
mmediate vicinity of the project.

loise generated by roadway construction, haul trucks and other heavy equipment is anticipated.
>onstruction noise will be minimized on this project by the Contractor’s adherence to noise control
neasures discussed in the current edition of the FDOT Standard Specifications for Roadway and
3ridge Construction.

>onstruction activities will also cause minor short term increases in air quality impacts in the form of
ust from earthwork and unpaved roads and smoke from open burning. These impacts will be
ninimized or controlled by adherence to all State and local regulations and to the current edition of
1e FDOT Standard Specifications for Roadway and Bridge Construction.

faintenance of traffic and sequence of construction will be planned and scheduled so as to
1inimize traffic delays throughout the project. Access to all businesses and residences will be
1aintained to the extent practical through controlled construction scheduling.

'isual impacts associated with the storage of construction materials and establishment of temporary
onstruction facilities will occur, but are not considered substantial. Construction impacts from the
roject will be minimal.
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.4 - Contamination

Level | Contamination Screening of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor was conducted
» determine the potential for contamination of the US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way from
djacent properties and business operations. Abutting sites were identified based on regulatory
-andards as potential sources of hazardous materials and petroleum contamination. Sites with
Jspected or documented contamination were further evaluated for potential contamination risks
ith respect to impacts to construction and right-of-way acquisition.

Contamination Screening Evaluation Report (CSER) was prepared pursuant to the Federal
ighway Administration’s Technical Advisory T 6640.8A, dated October 30, 1987, and in
ccordance with the FDOT’s PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 22, dated February 8, 1994.

wenty-five sites were identified as having the potential for contamination. The sites were identified
y windshield survey; examination of 1966, 1974, 1982, and 1998 historic aerial photography; and
sviews of the original US 98 Dade City Bypass construction drawings, local FDEP files and Dade
ity Directories. Of the 25 sites, four are potential hazardous materials sites and 21 are potential
etroleum sites. .

he four hazardous materials sites were given a rating of LOW.

)f the 21 petroleum sites, 16 were considered to have a LOW potential for contamination and five
rere considered to have a MEDIUM potential for contamination. It is recommended that the five
ites rated as having a MEDIUM potential for contamination be field tested by organic vapor
nalyzer (OVA) screening or soil sampling with laboratory analysis. If the results of the testing
1dicate no evidence of soil or groundwater contamination, the rating of the site could be revised
ownward. Typically, the rating of field tested sites with no evidence of contamination would be
2vised to LOW. Because of the nature of the businesseés conducted (e.g. gasoline service stations),
ome sites could remain rated as having a MEDIUM potential even if field testing did not reveal the
resence of contamination.
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STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

. GENERAL INFORMATION
County: Pasco
Project Name: US 98 (SR 533) Dade City Bypass PD&E Study
Project Limits: From the Vicinity of the US 301 South Intersection to the Vicinity of the US
301 North Intersection
Project Numbers: WPI Segment No. 256423 1 Federal-Aid Project No. 3112-017P

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

a. Existing: The project study limits for the US 98 Dade City Bypass are from the vicinity of
the US 301 South intersection to the vicinity of the US 301 North intersection, a distance of
about 1.6 miles. The project location is shown in Figure 1. The existing roadway is a two-
lane rural facility.

b. ProposedImprovements: Itis proposed to upgrade the US 98 Dade City Bypass to a four-
lane divided urban facility. The proposed typical section consists of two 12-foot lanes, 4-foot
bike lanes and 5-foot sidewalks in each direction. Left turn lanes will be accommodated
within a 22-foot median. The proposed improvements require a minimum of 102 feet of
right-of-way. Itis also proposed to improve traffic operations at the skewed intersections of
US 301 South, CR 35A and US 301 North. Improved pedestrian crossings are proposed at
Whitehouse Avenue, Martin Luther King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue, and Tuskeegee
Avenue. An optional intersection concept is provided that would bring US 301 North, River
Road and the US 98 Dade City Bypass together at one location..

3. CLASS OF ACTION

a. Class of Action: b. Other Actions:
[ 1 Environmental Assessment [ ] Section 4(f) Evaluation
[ 1 Environmental Impact [X] Section 106 Consultation
[X] Type 2 Categorical Exclusion [ 1 Endangered Species Assessment

c. Public Involvement:

[ 1 A public hearing is not required, therefore, approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion constitutes acceptance of the location and design concepts for this
project.

2. [X] A public hearing was held on November 29, 2001 and a transcript is included with
the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
determination constitutes location and design concept acceptance for this project.

[ 1 Anopportunity fora public hearing was afforded and a certification of opportunity is
included with the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion determination constitutes acceptance of the location and design
concepts for this project.

3. [ ] Apublichearing will be held and the public hearing transcript will be provided at a
later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion DOES NOT constitute
acceptance of the project's location and design concepts.

[ 1 Anopportunity for a public hearing will be afforded and a certification of opportunity
will be provided at a later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
determination DOES NOT constitute acceptance of the project's location and
design concepts.

d. Cooperating Agency: [ JCOE [ JUSCG [ ]FWS [ JEPA [ 1NMFS [X] None
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4. REVIEWER'S SIGNATURE

W//M 4 ; /& 02

FDOT®rojectManager Date
/ /
FHWA Urban Transportation Engineer Date

5. FHWA CONCURRENCE

(For) Division Administrator Date
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6. IMPACT EVALUATION
S M N N
Topical Categories i i o o
g n n | REMARKS
n e n
\
A. SOCIAL IMPACTS
1. Land Use Changes [T 01 IXI [1 SeeAttachmentA
2. Community Cohesion [T [1 XI [1 SeeAttachmentA
3. Relocation Potential [1 X [1 [1 _SeeAttachmentA
4. Community Services [T 11 BXI []1 SeeAttachmentA
5. Title VI Consideration [T 11 [XI [1 SeeAttachmentA
6. Controversy Potential [T 11 [XI [] SeeAttachmentA
7. Utilities and Railroads [ 0[] [X] [] SeeAttachmentA
B. CULTURAL IMPACTS
1. Section 4(f) Lands [T [] IXI []1 SeeAttachmentA
2. Historic Sites/Districts [1 [1 [XI [] _SeeAttachmentA
3. Archaeological Sites [T [1 XI []1 _SeeAttachmentA
4. Recreational Areas [T 1] X 11
C. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
1. Wetlands [T X1 [1 [] SeeAttachmentA
2. Agquatic Preserves (111 [1 X
3. Water Quality [T 0[] X [] SeeAttachmentA
4. Outstanding Fla. Waters [111 11 X .
5. Wild and Scenic Rivers (1 1] [) 4
6. Floodplains [ X1 [1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
7. Coastal Zone Consistency [ ] []1 [X] [ ] DCA letter dated 10/29/99
8. Coastal Barrier Islands [T 1) [) X
9. Wildlife and Habitat [1 0[] XI [1 SeeAttachmentA
10. Farmlands [TI11 [ X
D. PHYSICAL IMPACTS
1. Noise I1 X1 [Y [1 SeeAttachmentA
2. Air [1 1) [XI [] SeeAttachmentA
3. Construction [1 X1 [] [1 SeeAttachmentA
4. Contamination [T X1 [] []1 SeeAttachmentA
5. Navigation [T 1111 X

a. [ 1 FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS NOT required in accordance with

23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

b. [ 1] FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS required in accordance with

23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

E. PERMITS REQUIRED

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD)

Florida Department of Environmental Protection

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit
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7. WETLANDS FINDING

See Attachment A.

8. COMMITMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The FDOT is committed to the following measures:

1.

Railroad Crossings - The FDOT is committed to evaluate the need to improve the railroad
crossings at Tuskegee Avenue and Martin Luther King Boulevard during the design phase of
this project.

Willingham Road - The FDOT is committed to coordinate during design with the appropriate
local governments to facilitate improvements to Willingham Road.

. Traffic Signals - The FDOT is committed to evaluate during design or after construction the

need for traffic signals at the intersections of CR 35A, Tuskeegee/Buford Avenues, Meridian
Avenue (SR 52), River Road, and US 301 North. Monitoring the operation of the build
condition is to be undertaken for these intersections to determine if the signals are
warranted. A recommendation for a traffic signal installation is conditional on results of
signal warrant analysis.

Pedestrian Accommodations — The FDOT is committed to provide pedestrian crossings at
the signalized intersections of US 301 South and Martin Luther King Boulevard. The FDOT
is also committed, during design, to evaluate pedestrian crossings at the intersections of CR
35A, Tuskeegee/Buford Avenues, Meridian Avenue (SR 52), River Road, and US 301 North.

Lighting - The FDOT is committed to consider roadway lighting for the length of this project.
Dade City will be required to enter into a maintenance agreement for the lighting.

CR 35A - The FDOT is committed to consider widening the US 98 Dade City Bypass only
from CR 35A to US 301 North during design if Pasco County has studied and committed to
construct CR 35A as a bypass from US 98 in Zephyrhills.

Gateway Concepts/Landscaping - The FDOT is committed to coordinate with Dade City to
evaluate gateway landscaping and signage concepts and provide landscaping within any
suitable areas of the right-of-way during the final design of this project. The FDOT will
coordinate with Dade City for the placement of irrigation water supply lines and sleeves and
feeder lines for reuse water during the design phase.

Access Management - The FDOT is committed to evaluate median openings and driveway
connections from US 301 South to CR 35A during the design phase of this project. The
evaluation will include: 1) a joint driveway to be shared by the Calvary Assembly of God
Church and the strip center containing the tractor sales; 2) or a joint driveway to be shared
by the strip center containing the tractor sales and the Ford dealership; and 3) eliminating
the directional median opening at Connector Road.
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Recommendations:

1. Typical Section - The recommended improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass consist
of upgrading the existing two-lane rural roadway to a four-lane divided urban facility as
shown on the attached concept plans. The recommended typical section is a four-lane
divided urban section that includes two 12-foot travel lanes each way, a 22-foot raised
median, 4-foot bike lanes and 5-foot sidewalks each way. Left turn lanes will be
accommodated in the median.

2. Special Features - It is recommended that additional pavement be provided at the southwest
quadrants of the intersections with Meridian Avenue (SR 52) and Martin Luther King
Boulevard to allow for U-turns.
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ATTACHMENT A

.1 -Land Use Changes

he most recent Dade City and Pasco County Future Land Use Maps show that land use in the US
8 Dade City Bypass corridor will remain predominantly commercial/retail uses with areas of
sidential, industrial and public lands. The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass
ill utilize the existing predominantly commercial corridor and land use is not anticipated to change
s a result of the improvements.

.2 - Community Cohesion

he proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass involve widening the existing roadway
n the same alignment. Additionally, traffic operations will be improved at the major intersections
ong the route. Pedestrian, bicycle and handicapped facilities will be improved. Currently,
edestrian/bicycle traffic crosses the US 98 Dade City Bypass at several unsignalized intersections
nd mid-block locations to access the commercial businesses and services located along the west
de of the roadway. The proposed improvements include improved pedestrian, bicycle, and
andicapped facilities for the US 98 Dade City Bypass intersections at Whitehouse Avenue, Martin
uther King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue, and Tuskeegee Avenue. The crossing improvements will
clude both rail and roadway crossings. The proposed improvements will enhance motorized and
on-motorized access from the residential neighborhoods east of the US 98 Dade City Bypass to
e commercial businesses and services west of the US 98 Dade City Bypass.

.3 - Relocation Potential

he existing US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way ranges from 60 ftto 115 feet. The minimum right-
-way width for the recommended typical section is 102 feet. Additional right-of-way is required in
-eas where the roadway profile is elevated above the surrounding topography, atintersections and
r stormwater management and floodplain compensation facilities. The purchase of the additional
jht-of-way will necessitate relocations in some areas of the project.

1e recommended alignment would require about six residential and six business relocations. Four
‘the residential relocations are in Segment 1 along the east side of the US 98 Dade City Bypass at
e US 301 South intersection and two are located in Segment 4 along the west side, north of Martin
1ther King Boulevard.

order to minimize the unavoidable effects of right-of-way acquisition and displacement of people,
e Florida Department of Transportation will carry out a right-of-way and relocation program in
:cordance with Florida Statute 339.09 and the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
:quisition Policy Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-646 as amended by Public Law 100-17).

1e residential and business relocations are shown on the Concept Plans.

4 - Community Services

)y community services will be adversely affected by the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade
ty Bypass. Fire and rescue services in the project corridor are provided by the Dade City Fire and

lice Departments, the Pasco County Sheriff's Office, and the Florida Highway Patrol. None of
:se services will be adversely affected by the improvements.
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5 - Title VI Consideration

e VI, Title VIl and Executive Order 12898 (Environmental Justice)

le VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act (Title Vi), and related statutes, provides that no person shall,
 the grounds of race, color, age, religion, sex, national origin, or handicap/disability, be excluded
m participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subject to discrimination under
y program of the Federal, State or local government. Title VIl of the 1968 Civil Rights Act (Title
Il) guarantees each person equal opportunity in housing.

cecutive Order 12898 Environmental Justice was issued to underscore and complement certain
ovisions of existing law, including Title VI and Title Vil and related statutes. This project has been
veloped in accordance with Title VI, Title VIII and Executive Order 12898 and is not expected to
‘ect any distinct minority, ethnic, elderly, or handicapped groups.

6 - Controversy Potential

imerous informational meetings were held to inform the public and local officials about the
oposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass.

iblic input and comment was solicited and reviewed. Generally, the public and local officials have
en supportive of the project. The public hearing transcript is included in the Comments and
ordination Report.

e US 98 Dade City Bypass project is considered to have a low potential for controversy.
7 - Utilities And Railroads

lities

ility services within the project corridor that have the potential to be affected by the various
ernatives analyzed for this proposed action include:

e TECO Peoples Gas Systems, Inc. (Natural Gas Distribution)
e Sprint Florida, Inc. (Telephone)
e Tampa Electric Company (Electric Distribution)
o Dade City Utilities (Water and Sanitary Sewer)
e utility relocation costs for the recommended alignment are estimated to be $781,425.

ilroads

e CSX Railroad parallels the US 98 Dade City Bypass from the CR 35A intersection to US 301
rth. Amtrak operates a rail passenger station at the historic Dade City Train Depot at the
arsection of Meridian Avenue (SR 52) and the US 98 Dade City Bypass. Four railroad crossings
side streets are located along the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor, including River Road
ossing #622720), Martin Luther King Boulevard (crossing #622721), Tuskeegee Avenue
ossing #622722), and Wilson Street (crossing #622723).

ne of the railroad crossings will be affected by the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade
y Bypass.
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- Section 4(f) Lands

» Dade City park is located within the project corridor. The recommended alignment will not
roach into the park nor will it affect the function or access of the park.

- Historic Sites/Districts

ultural Resources Assessment Survey (CRAS) was undertaken to comply with Section 106 of
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 88-655), as amended, and the
ementing regulations 36 CFR 800 (revised May 1999), as well as the provisions contained in the
sed Chapter 267, Florida Statutes. All work was carried outin conformity with Part 2, Chapter 12
chaeological and Historical Resources of the FDOT’s Project Development & Environment
&E) Manual (revised January 1999), and the standards contained in the Historic Preservation
pliance Review Program of the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources
ual (revised November 1980).

 historic resource (50 years of age or older) was recorded previously in the project area. This
1P-listed property, the Dade City Atlantic Coast Line (ACL) Railroad Depot (8PA415) at 14216
98 Dade City Bypass, is located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E Study project APE.
e area of the railroad depot, all three of the alignment alternatives evaluated for the proposed
ovements will widen the US 98 Dade City Bypass to the west away from the Depot.

i surveys resulted in the location and recording of 24 additional potential historic properties
A1207-1227, 8PA1265-67). The 24 newly recorded historic resources represent residential or
mercial buildings common to the area. None of the 24 properties appear to be eligible for listing
e NRHP, either independently or as part of a historic district.

State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) responded with a letter dated March 28, 2001
surring that the Dade City ACL Railroad Depot continues to be listed in the NRHP and that the
r 24 historic structures are not NRHP eligible. The SHPO also requested *“further
Jmentation outlining project alternatives in order to address the potential impact of this project on
Jade City ACL Railroad Depot (8PA415).” A Section 106 Consultation Technical Memorandum

prepared to address potential project effects to the NRHP-listed depot. The examples of
irse effect, as contained in 36 CFR Part 800.5(a)(1) and (2), were applied and found not to be
icable for the recommended alternative. In summary, the proposed undertaking will have no
;t, as defined in 36 CFR Part 800.16(1), upon the NRHP-listed Dade City ACL Railroad Depot.

SHPO responded by letter of October 26, 2001 stating that they concur with the “finding that the
osed undertaking will have no effect on the historic Dade City ACL Railroad Depot (8PA415).”

Archaeological Sites

aeological background research, including a review of the FSF and the NRHP, indicated that 32
aeological sites have been recorded previously within 3 miles of the project corridor. None are
ed within the US 98 Dade City Bypass proposed right-of-way. As a result of the field survey, no
storic or historic period archaeological sites were found.

>RAS was submitted to the SHPO for concurrence that the proposed improvements to the US
ade City Bypass will not involve any NRHP-listed or potentially eligible archaeological sites.
3HPO responded with a letter dated March 28, 2001 concurring with the CRAS results that no
storic or historic period archaeological sites were found.
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C.1 - Wetlands

In accordance with Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, dated May 23, 1977, a study
was conducted to assess the potential effects on wetland within the proposed project. The study
indicated the preferred alternative would affect about 0.87 acres of wetlands.

The mitigation option to be considered is the use of Florida Statute 373.4137 that allows payment to
the SWFWMD for their use in mitigating the impacts.

C.3 - Water Quality

Stormwater runoff from the US 98 Dade City Bypass will be collected in curb inlets. The water will

be conveyed in an underground storm sewer system to stormwater management ponds for water

quality treatment. The stormwater facility design for this project will include, at a minimum, the water -
quantity requirements for water quality impacts as required by the SWFWMD in Chapters 40D-4 and

40D-40 FAC.

The locations of the stormwater management ponds are shown on the Concept Plans. The
appropriate Best Management Practices will be used during the construction phase for erosion
control and water quality considerations.

C.6 - Floodplains

A Location Hydraulic Report was prepared to determine if any floodplains will be significantly
affected due to the proposed improvements. The proposed improvements will not support
incompatible floodplain development. :

The proposed drainage structures will perform hydraulically in a manner equal to or greater than the
existing structures, and backwater surface elevations are not expected to increase. As a result,
there will be no significant adverse impacts on natural and beneficial floodplain values. There will
be no significant change in flood risk, and there will not be a significant change in the potential for
interruption or termination of emergency service or emergency evacuation routes. Therefore, it has
been determined that this encroachment is not significant.

C.9 - Wildlife And Habitat

Pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the study area was evaluated for
the potential occurrence of threatened and endangered species. An Endangered Species
Evaluation Memorandum prepared for this project did not identify any listed species or critical habitat
that will be affected by the proposed improvements.

On April 14, 2000, the USFWS indicated that, “The Proposed Action is not likely to adversely affect
he resources protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531, et.
Seq.). This finding fulfills the requirements of the Act.”

D.1 - Noise
A Noise Study Report was prepared in accordance with Title 23 CFR, Part 772, Procedures for

Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise and Construction Noise using methodology established by the
-DOT in the PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 17 (January 2001).
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ed on the noise contour data, a review of land use data, proximity of noise sensitive sites to the

98 Dade City Bypass, and field verification of noise sensitive locations, a total of 53 receivers

esenting 77 noise sensitive sites were evaluated for the Build Alternative. East of the US 98

e City Bypass, 25 receivers representing 38 noise sensitive sites were modeled. West of the
98 Dade City Bypass, 28 receivers representing 39 noise sensitive sites were modeled.

the Build Alternative year 2025 traffic conditions, 14 residences are predicted to experience
e levels that approach or exceed the NAC. An evaluation of traffic management, alignment
ifications and property acquisition indicated that these abatement measures were not feasible or
onable. Noise barriers were also evaluated. At 11 of the residences a 5 dBA reduction could
be achieved because of limitations on the barrier length to accommodate side streets and
eways. Noise barriers were not feasible at these locations.

remaining three residences are either isolated or located in an area with a low density of
jential development. Because of the small number of residences that would benefit, noise
iers were determined to not be cost reasonable at these locations.

— Air Quality

air quality evaluation, specifically an analysis of carbon monoxide concentrations (CO) was
ormed in accordance with FDOT's PD&E Manual. Based on the FDOT's computerized
ening test (COSCREEN), the proposed project will not cause violations of the National Ambient
Juality Standards for CO. Therefore, the project will not have a significantimpact on air quality.

project is in an area that has been designated as attainment for all the air quality standards
or the criteria provided in the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. Therefore, conformity
lirements do not apply to this project.

— Construction

struction activities for the project will result in minimal, temporary, yet unavoidable air, noise,
r quality, wetland, traffic flow, and visual impacts for individuals residing or traveling in the
ediate vicinity of the project.

e generated by roadway construction, haul trucks and other heavy equipment is anticipated.
struction noise will be minimized on this project by the Contractor’s adherence to noise control
sures discussed in the current edition of the FDOT Standard Specifications for Roadway and
ge Construction.

struction activities will also cause minor short term increases in air quality impacts in the form of
from earthwork and unpaved roads and smoke from open burning. These impacts will be
mized or controlled by adherence to all State and local regulations and to the current edition of
-DOT Standard Specifications for Roadway and Bridge Construction.

itenance of traffic and sequence of construction will be planned and scheduled so as to
mize traffic delays throughout the project. Access to all businesses and residences will be
itained to the extent practical through controlled construction scheduling.

al impacts associated with the storage of construction materials and establishment of temporary
struction facilities will occur, but are not considered substantial. Construction impacts from the
2ct will be minimal.
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Contamination

/el | Contamination Screening of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor was conducted
termine the potential for contamination of the US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way from
ent properties and business operations. Abutting sites were identified based on regulatory
lards as potential sources of hazardous materials and petroleum contamination. Sites with
acted or documented contamination were further evaluated for potential contamination risks
espect to impacts to construction and right-of-way acquisition.

ntamination Screening Evaluation Report (CSER) was prepared pursuant to the Federal
vay Administration’s Technical Advisory T 6640.8A, dated October 30, 1987, and in
-dance with the FDOT’s PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 22, dated February 8, 1994.

ty-five sites were identified as having the potential for contamination. The sites were identified
ndshield survey; examination of 1966, 1974, 1982, and 1998 historic aerial photography; and
vs of the original US 98 Dade City Bypass construction drawings, local FDEP files and Dade
directories. Of the 25 sites, four are potential hazardous materials sites and 21 are potential
leum sites.

our hazardous materials sites were given a rating of LOW.

> 21 petroleum sites, 16 were considered to have a LOW potential for contamination and five
considered to have a MEDIUM potential for contamination. It is recommended that the five
rated as having a MEDIUM potential for contamination be field tested by organic vapor
zer (OVA) screening or soil sampling with laboratory analysis. If the results of the testing
te no evidence of soil or groundwater contamination, the rating of the site could be revised
ward. Typically, the rating of field tested sites with no evidence of contamination would be
2d to LOW. Because of the nature of the businesses conducted (e.g. gasoline service stations),
- sites could remain rated as having a MEDIUM potential even if field testing did not reveal the
:nce of contamination.
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STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

1. GENERAL INFORMATION
County: Pasco
Project Name: US 98 (SR 533) Dade City Bypass PD&E Study
Project Limits: From the Vicinity of the US 301 South Intersection to the Vicinity of the US
301 North Intersection
Project Numbers: WPI| Segment No. 256423 1 Federal-Aid Project No. 3112-017P

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

a. Existing: The project study limits for the US 98 Dade City Bypass are from the vicinity of
the US 301 South intersection to the vicinity of the US 301 North intersection, a distance of
about 1.6 miles. The project location is shown in Figure 1. The existing roadway is a two-
lane rural facility.

b. ProposedImprovements: Itis proposed to upgrade the US 98 Dade City Bypass to a four-
lane divided urban facility. The proposed typical section consists of two 12-foot lanes, 4-foot
bike lanes and 5-foot sidewalks in each direction. Left turn lanes will be accommodated
within a 22-foot median. The proposed improvements require a minimum of 102 feet of
right-of-way. ltis also proposed to improve traffic operations at the skewed intersections of
US 301 South, CR 35A and US 301 North. Improved pedestrian crossings are proposed at
Whitehouse Avenue, Martin Luther King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue, and Tuskeegee
Avenue. An optional intersection conceptis provided that would bring US 301 North, River
Road and the US 98 Dade City Bypass together at one location..

3. CLASS OF ACTION

a. Class of Action: b. Other Actions:
[ 1 Environmental Assessment [ 1 Section 4(f) Evaluation
[ 1 Environmental Impact [X] Section 106 Consultation
[X] Type 2 Categorical Exclusion [ 1 Endangered Species Assessment

c. Public Involvement:

1. [ ] A public hearing is not required, therefore, approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion constitutes acceptance of the location and design concepts for this
project.

2. [X] A public hearing was held on November 29, 2001 and a transcriptis included with
the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
determination constitutes location and design concept acceptance for this project.

[ 1 Anopportunity for a public hearing was afforded and a certification of opportunity is
included with the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion determination constitutes acceptance of the location and design
concepts for this project.

3. [ 1 Apublic hearing will be held and the public hearing transcript will be provided at a
later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion DOES NOT constitute
acceptance of the project's location and design concepts.

[ ] Anopportunity for a public hearing will be afforded and a certification of opportunity
will be provided at a later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
determination DOES NOT constitute acceptance of the project's location and
design concepts.

d. Cooperating Agency: [ JCOE [ JUSCG [ ]FWS [ 1EPA [ INMFS [X] None
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6. IMPACT EVALUATION
S M N N
Topical Categories i i o o
g n n I REMARKS
n e n
\
A. SOCIAL IMPACTS
1. Land Use Changes [T T[] X1 [] _SeeAttachmentA
2. Community Cohesion [1 11 X1 [] SeeAttachmentA
3. Relocation Potential [1 IXI [] [] SeeAttachmentA
4. Community Services [T 11 X1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
5. Title VI Consideration [T I1 IXI [] SeeAttachmentA
6. Controversy Potential [T 11 IXI [] _SeeAitachmentA
7. Utilities and Railroads [1 11 X1 [] SeeAttachmentA
B. CULTURAL IMPACTS
1. Section 4(f) Lands [1[] [XI [] _SeeAttachmentA
2. Historic Sites/Districts [T L1 X1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
3. Archaeological Sites [T I1 X1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
4. Recreational Areas [T 11 X1 1]
C. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
1. Wetlands [T X1 [1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
2. Aquatic Preserves 1101 I1 X
3. Water Quality [T I1 X1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
4. Outstanding Fla. Waters (111 11 X
5. Wild and Scenic Rivers (111 [1 X
6. Floodplains [1 X1 [] [1 SeeAttachmentA
7. Coastal Zone Consistency [ ] []1 [X] [] DCA letter dated 10/29/99
8. Coastal Barrier Islands (1101 11 X
9. Wildlife and Habitat [1 0[] IXI [1 SeeAttachmentA
10. Farmlands [T I1T [1 X
D. PHYSICAL IMPACTS
1. Noise [T X1 [1 [] SeeAttachmentA
2. Air [T I]1 X1 []1 _SeeAttachmentA
3. Construction [1 X3 [1 [] _SeeAttachmentA
4. Contamination [J IXI [1 [] SeeAttachmentA
5. Navigation (1101 I X
a. FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS NOT required in accordance with

23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

b. [ ] FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS required in accordance with

23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

E. PERMITS REQUIRED

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD)

Florida Department of Environmental Protection

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit
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7. WETLANDS FINDING

See Attachment A.

8. COMMITMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The FDOT is committed to the following measures:

1.

Railroad Crossings - The FDOT is committed to evaluate the need to improve the railroad
crossings at Tuskegee Avenue and Martin Luther King Boulevard during the design phase of
this project.

Willingham Road - The FDOT is committed to coordinate during design with the appropriate
local governments to facilitate improvements to Willingham Road.

Traffic Signals - The FDOT is committed to evaluate during design or after construction the
need for traffic signals at the intersections of CR 35A, Tuskeegee/Buford Avenues, Meridian
Avenue (SR 52), River Road, and US 301 North. Monitoring the operation of the build
condition is to be undertaken for these intersections to determine if the signals are
warranted. A recommendation for a traffic signal installation is conditional on results of
signal warrant analysis.

Pedestrian Accommodations — The FDOT is committed to provide pedestrian crossings at
the signalized intersections of US 301 South and Martin Luther King Boulevard. The FDOT
is also committed, during design, to evaluate pedestrian crossings at the intersections of CR
35A, Tuskeegee/Buford Avenues, Meridian Avenue (SR 52), River Road, and US 301 North.

. Lighting - The FDOT is committed to consider roadway lighting for the length of this project.

Dade City will be required to enter into a maintenance agreement for the lighting.

CR 35A - The FDOT is committed to consider widening the US 98 Dade City Bypass only
from CR 35A to US 301 North during design if Pasco County has studied and committed to
construct CR 35A as a bypass from US 98 in Zephyrhills.

Gateway Concepts/Landscaping - The FDOT is committed to coordinate with Dade City to
evaluate gateway landscaping and signage concepts and provide landscaping within any
suitable areas of the right-of-way during the final design of this project. The FDOT will
coordinate with Dade City for the placement of irrigation water supply lines and sleeves and
feeder lines for reuse water during the design phase.

Access Management — The FDOT is committed to evaluate median openings and driveway
connections from US 301 South to CR 35A during the design phase of this project. The
evaluation will include: 1) a joint driveway to be shared by the Calvary Assembly of God
Church and the strip center containing the tractor sales; 2) or a joint driveway to be shared
by the strip center containing the tractor sales and the Ford dealership; and 3) eliminating
the directional median opening at Connector Road.
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Recommendations:

1. Typical Section - The recommended improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass consist
of upgrading the existing two-lane rural roadway to a four-lane divided urban facility as
shown on the attached concept plans. The recommended typical section is a four-lane
divided urban section that includes two 12-foot travel lanes each way, a 22-foot raised
median, 4-foot bike lanes and 5-foot sidewalks each way. Left turn lanes will be
accommodated in the median.

2. Special Features - It is recommended that additional pavement be provided at the southwest
quadrants of the intersections with Meridian Avenue (SR 52) and Martin Luther King
Boulevard to allow for U-turns.
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ATTACHMENT A
A.1 - Land Use Changes

The most recent Dade City and Pasco County Future Land Use Maps show that land use in the US
98 Dade City Bypass corridor will remain predominantly commercial/retail uses with areas of
residential, industrial and public lands. The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass
will utilize the existing predominantly commercial corridor and land use is not anticipated to change
as a result of the improvements.

A.2 - Community Cohesion

The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass involve widening the existing roadway
on the same alignment. Additionally, traffic operations will be improved at the major intersections
along the route. - Pedestrian, bicycle and handicapped facilities will be improved. Currently,
pedestrian/bicycle traffic crosses the US 98 Dade City Bypass at several unsignalized intersections
and mid-block locations to access the commercial businesses and services located along the west
side of the roadway. The proposed improvements include improved pedestrian, bicycle, and
handicapped facilities for the US 98 Dade City Bypass intersections at Whitehouse Avenue, Martin
Luther King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue, and Tuskeegee Avenue. The crossing improvements will
include both rail and roadway crossings. The proposed improvements will enhance motorized and
non-motorized access from the residential neighborhoods east of the US 98 Dade City Bypass to
the commercial businesses and services west of the US 98 Dade City Bypass.

A.3 - Relocation Potential

The existing US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way ranges from 60 ftto 115 feet. The minimum right-
of-way width for the recommended typical section is 102 feet. Additional right-of-way is required in
areas where the roadway profile is elevated above the surrounding topography, at intersections and
for stormwater management and floodplain compensation facilities. The purchase of the additional
right-of-way will necessitate relocations in some areas of the project.

The recommended alignment would require about six residential and six business relocations. Four
of the residential relocations are in Segment 1 along the east side of the US 98 Dade City Bypass at
the US 301 South intersection and two are located in Segment 4 along the west side, north of Martin
Luther King Boulevard.

In order to minimize the unavoidable effects of right-of-way acquisition and displacement of people,
the Florida Department of Transportation will carry out a right-of-way and relocation program in
accordance with Florida Statute 339.09 and the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
Acquisition Policy Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-646 as amended by Public Law 100-17).

The residential and business relocations are shown on the Concept Plans.

A.4 - Community Services

No community services will be adversely affected by the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade
City Bypass. Fire and rescue services in the project corridor are provided by the Dade City Fire and

Police Departments, the Pasco County Sheriff's Office, and the Florida Highway Patrol. None of
these services will be adversely affected by the improvements.
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A.5 - Title VI Consideration

Title VI, Title VIl and Executive Order 12898 (Environmental Justice)

Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act (Title V1), and related statutes, provides that no person shall,
on the grounds of race, color, age, religion, sex, national origin, or handicap/disability, be excluded
from participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subject to discrimination under
any program of the Federal, State or local government. Title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act (Title
VIill) guarantees each person equal opportunity in housing.

Executive Order 12898 Environmental Justice was issued to underscore and complement certain
provisions of existing law, including Title VI and Title VIl and related statutes. This project has been
developed in accordance with Title VI, Title VIIl and Executive Order 12898 and is not expected to
affect any distinct minority, ethnic, elderly, or handicapped groups.

A.6 - Controversy Potential

Numerous informational meetings were held to inform the public and local officials about the
proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass.

Publicinput and comment was solicited and reviewed. Generally, the public and local officials have
been supportive of the project. The public hearing transcript is included in the Comments and
Coordination Report.

The US 98 Dade City Bypass project is considered to have a low potential for controversy.
A.7 - Utilities And Railroads
Utilities
Utility services within the project corridor that have the potential to be affected by the various
alternatives analyzed for this proposed action include:
e TECO Peoples Gas Systems, Inc. (Natural Gas Distribution)
e Sprint Florida, Inc. (Telephone)
e Tampa Electric Company (Electric Distribution)

e Dade City Utilities (Water and Sanitary Sewer)
The utility relocation costs for the recommended alignment are estimated to be $781,425.

Railroads

The CSX Railroad parallels the US 98 Dade City Bypass from the CR 35A intersection to US 301
North. Amtrak operates a rail passenger station at the historic Dade City Train Depot at the
intersection of Meridian Avenue (SR 52) and the US 98 Dade City Bypass. Four railroad crossings
of side streets are located along the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor, including River Road
(crossing #622720), Martin Luther King Boulevard (crossing #622721), Tuskeegee Avenue
(crossing #622722), and Wilson Street (crossing #622723).

None of the railroad crossings will be affected by the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade
City Bypass.
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B.1 - Secticn 4(f) Lands

One Dade City park is located within the project corridor. The recommended alignment will not
encroach into the park nor will it affect the function or access of the park.

B.2 - Historic Sites/Districts

A Cultural Resources Assessment Survey (CRAS) was undertaken to comply with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-655), as amended, and the
implementing regulations 36 CFR 800 (revised May 1999), as well as the provisions contained in the
revised Chapter 267, Florida Statutes. All work was carried outin conformity with Part 2, Chapter 12
- Archaeological and Historical Resources of the FDOT’s Project Development & Environment
(PD&E) Manual (revised January 1999), and the standards contained in the Historic Preservation
Compliance Review Program of the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources
Manual (revised November 1990).

One historic resource (50 years of age or older) was recorded previously in the project area. This
NRHP-listed property, the Dade City Atlantic Coast Line (ACL) Railroad Depot (8PA415) at 14216
US 98 Dade City Bypass, is located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E Study project APE.
In the area of the railroad depot, all three of the alignment alternatives evaluated for the proposed
improvements will widen the US 98 Dade City Bypass to the west away from the Depot.

Field surveys resulted in the location and recording of 24 additional potential historic properties
(8PA1207-1227, 8PA1265-67). The 24 newly recorded historic resources represent residential or
commercial buildings common to the area. None of the 24 properties appear to be eligible for listing
in the NRHP, either independently or as part of a historic district.

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) responded with a letter dated March 28, 2001
concurring that the Dade City ACL Railroad Depot continues to be listed in the NRHP and that the
other 24 historic structures are not NRHP eligible. The SHPO also requested “further
documentation outlining project alternatives in order to address the potential impact of this project on
the Dade City ACL Railroad Depot (8PA415).” A Section 106 Consultation Technical Memorandum
was prepared to address potential project effects to the NRHP-listed depot. The examples of
adverse effect, as contained in 36 CFR Part 800.5(a)(1) and (2), were applied and found not to be
applicable for the recommended alternative. In summary, the proposed undertaking will have no
effect, as defined in 36 CFR Part 800.16(l), upon the NRHP-listed Dade City ACL Railroad Depot.
The SHPO responded by letter of October 26, 2001 stating that they concur with the “finding that the
proposed undertaking will have no effect on the historic Dade City ACL Railroad Depot (8PA415).”

B.3 - Archaeological Sites

Archaeological background research, including a review of the FSF and the NRHP, indicated that 32
archaeological sites have been recorded previously within 3 miles of the project corridor. None are
located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass proposed right-of-way. As a result of the field survey, no
prehistoric or historic period archaeological sites were found.

The CRAS was submitted to the SHPO for concurrence that the proposed improvements to the US
98 Dade City Bypass will not involve any NRHP-listed or potentially eligible archaeological sites.
The SHPO responded with a letter dated March 28, 2001 concurring with the CRAS results that no
prehistoric or historic period archaeological sites were found.
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C.1 - Wetlands

In accordance with Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, dated May 23, 1977, a study
was conducted to assess the potential effects on wetland within the proposed project. The study
indicated the preferred alternative would affect about 0.87 acres of wetlands.

The mitigation option to be considered is the use of Florida Statute 373.4137 that allows payment to
the SWFWMD for their use in mitigating the impacts.

C.3 - Water Quality

Stormwater runoff from the US 98 Dade City Bypass will be collected in curb inlets. The water will
be conveyed in an underground storm sewer system to stormwater management ponds for water
quality treatment. The stormwater facility design for this project will include, at a minimum, the water
quantity requirements for water quality impacts as required by the SWFWMD in Chapters 40D-4 and
40D-40 FAC.

The locations of the stormwater management ponds are shown on the Concept Plans. The
appropriate Best Management Practices will be used during the construction phase for erosion
control and water quality considerations.

C.6 - Floodplains

A Location Hydraulic Report was prepared to determine if any floodplains will be significantly
affected due to the proposed improvements. The proposed improvements will not support
incompatible floodplain development.

The proposed drainage structures will perform hydraulically in a manner equal to or greater than the
existing structures, and backwater surface elevations are not expected to increase. As a result,
there will be no significant adverse impacts on natural and beneficial floodplain values. There will
be no significant change in flood risk, and there will not be a significant change in the potential for
interruption or termination of emergency service or emergency evacuation routes. Therefore, ithas
been determined that this encroachment is not significant.

C.9 - Wildlife And Habitat

Pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the study area was evaluated for
the potential occurrence of threatened and endangered species. An Endangered Species
Evaluation Memorandum prepared for this project did not identify any listed species or critical habitat
that will be affected by the proposed improvements.

On April 14, 2000, the USFWS indicated that, “The Proposed Action is not likely to adversely affect
the resources protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531, et.
Seq.). This finding fulfills the requirements of the Act.”

D.1 - Noise
A Noise Study Report was prepared in accordance with Title 23 CFR, Part 772, Procedures for

Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise and Construction Noise using methodology established by the
FDOT in the PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 17 (January 2001).
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Based on the noise contour data, a review of land use data, proximity of noise sensitive sites to the

US 98 Dade City Bypass, and field verification of noise sensitive locations, a total of 53 receivers

representing 77 noise sensitive sites were evaluated for the Build Alternative. East of the US 98

Dade City Bypass, 25 receivers representing 38 noise sensitive sites were modeled. West of the
US 98 Dade City Bypass, 28 receivers representing 39 noise sensitive sites were modeled.

For the Build Alternative year 2025 traffic conditions, 14 residences are predicted to experience
noise levels that approach or exceed the NAC. An evaluation of traffic management, alignment
modifications and property acquisition indicated that these abatement measures were not feasible or
reasonable. Noise barriers were also evaluated. At 11 of the residences a 5 dBA reduction could
not be achieved because of limitations on the barrier length to accommodate side streets and
driveways. Noise barriers were not feasible at these locations.

The remaining three residences are either isolated or located in an area with a low density of
residential development. Because of the small number of residences that would benefit, noise
barriers were determined to not be cost reasonable at these locations.

D.2 - Air Quality

An air quality evaluation, specifically an analysis of carbon monoxide concentrations (CO) was
performed in accordance with FDOT's PD&E Manual. Based on the FDOT's computerized
screening test (COSCREEN), the proposed project will not cause violations of the National Ambient
Air Quality Standards for CO. Therefore, the project will not have a significantimpact on air quality.

The project is in an area that has been designated as attainment for all the air quality standards
under the criteria provided in the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. Therefore, conformity
requirements do not apply to this project.

D.3 — Construction

Construction activities for the project will result in minimal, temporary, yet unavoidable air, noise,
water quality, wetland, traffic flow, and visual impacts for individuals residing or traveling in the
immediate vicinity of the project.

Noise generated by roadway construction, haul trucks and other heavy equipment is anticipated.
Construction noise will be minimized on this project by the Contractor’s adherence to noise control
measures discussed in the current edition of the FDOT Standard Specifications for Roadway and
Bridge Construction.

Construction activities will also cause minor short term increases in air quality impacts in the form of
dust from earthwork and unpaved roads and smoke from open burning. These impacts will be
minimized or controlled by adherence to all State and local regulations and to the current edition of
the FDOT Standard Specifications for Roadway and Bridge Construction.

Maintenance of traffic and sequence of construction will be planned and scheduled so as to
minimize traffic delays throughout the project. Access to all businesses and residences will be
maintained to the extent practical through controlled construction scheduling.

Visual impacts associated with the storage of construction materials and establishment of temporary
construction facilities will occur, but are not considered substantial. Construction impacts from the
project will be minimal.
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D.4 - Contamination

A Level | Contamination Screening of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor was conducted
to determine the potential for contamination of the US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way from
adjacent properties and business operations. Abutting sites were identified based on regulatory
standards as potential sources of hazardous materials and petroleum contamination. Sites with
suspected or documented contamination were further evaluated for potential contamination risks
with respect to impacts to construction and right-of-way acquisition.

A Contamination Screening Evaluation Report (CSER) was prepared pursuant to the Federal
Highway Administration’s Technical Advisory T 6640.8A, dated October 30, 1987, and in
accordance with the FDOT’'s PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 22, dated February 8, 1994.

Twenty-five sites were identified as having the potential for contamination. The sites were identified
by windshield survey; examination of 1966, 1974, 1982, and 1998 historic aerial photography; and
reviews of the original US 98 Dade City Bypass construction drawings, local FDEP files and Dade
City Directories. Of the 25 sites, four are potential hazardous materials sites and 21 are potential
petroleum sites.

The four hazardous materials sites were given a rating of LOW.

Of the 21 petroleum sites, 16 were considered to have a LOW potential for contamination and five
were considered to have a MEDIUM potential for contamination. It is recommended that the five
sites rated as having a MEDIUM potential for contamination be field tested by organic vapor
analyzer (OVA) screening or soil sampling with laboratory analysis. If the results of the testing
indicate no evidence of soil or groundwater contamination, the rating of the site could be revised
downward. Typically, the rating of field tested sites with no evidence of contamination would be
revised to LOW. Because of the nature of the businesses conducted (e.g. gasoline service stations),
some sites could remain rated as having a MEDIUM potential even if field testing did not reveal the
presence of contamination.
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Florida Department of Transportation

11201 N. McKINLEY DRIVE * TAMPA, FL 33612-6456 * (813)975-6000 * 1-800-226-7220

JEB BUSH ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT OFFICE * 7-500 THOMAS F. BARRY, JR.
;OVERNOR SECRETARY

April 18, 2002

Mr. James E. St. John

Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
227 N. Bronough Street, Room 2015
Tallahassee, Florida 32301-2015

Attention: Mr. Marvin Williams P.E. Urban Transportation Engineer

RE: WPI Segment No. 256423 1; FAP No. 3112-017P
U.S. 98 Dade City Bypass from U.S. 301 South to U.S. 301 North, Pasco County

Dear Mr. St. John:

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is concluding a Project Development and Environment
(PD&E) Study for improvement alternatives to the U.S. 98 Dade City Bypass from the vicinity of the U.S.
301 South intersection to the vicinity of the U.S. 301 North intersection. The study evaluated widening
U.S. 98 from two lanes to four lanes and included proposed pond site areas. We are forwarding the final
documentation for your concurrence.

Enclosed are three copies of the type 2 Categorical Exclusion Environmental Determination, one copy of
the Preliminary Engineering Report, and one copy of the Comments and Coordination Report. The
Comments and Coordination Report contains the Public Hearing Transcript as well as all of the project
comments.

Please sign and return two copies of the Type 2 Categorical Exclusion to me, and keep the rest of the
documents for your files.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call me at SC 512-8011 or 813-975-6922.
Sincerely,

Pl

Michael Seifert, PSM, P.E.
PD&A Project Manager
Michael.seifert@dot.state. fl.us

Enclosure
cC: K. Bogen J. Sawyer

www.dot.state.fl.us
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April 18, 2002

Mr. James E. St. John

Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
227 N. Bronough Street, Room 2015
Tallahassee, Florida 32301-2015

Attention: Mr. Marvin Williams P.E. Urban Transportation Engineer

RE:  WPI Segment No. 256423 1; FAP No. 3112-017P
U.S. 98 Dade City Bypass from U.S. 301 South to U.S. 301 North, Pasco County

Dear Mr. St. John:

The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) is concluding a Project Development and Environment
(PD&E) Study for improvement alternatives to the U.S. 98 Dade City Bypass from the vicinity of the U.S.
301 South intersection to the vicinity of the U.S. 301 North intersection. The study evaluated widening
U.S. 98 from two lanes to four lanes and included proposed pond site areas. We are forwarding the final
documentation for your concurrence.

Enclosed are three copies of the type 2 Categorical Exclusion Environmental Determination, one copy of
the Preliminary Engineering Report, and one copy of the Comments and Coordination Report. The
Comments and Coordination Report contains the Public Hearing Transcript as well as all of the project
comments.

Please sign and return two copies of the Type 2 Categorical Exclusion to me, and keep the rest of the
documents for your files.

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call me at SC 512-8011 or 813-975-6922.
Sincerely,

g™

Michael Seifert, PSM, P.E.
PD&A Project Manager
Michael.seifert@dot.state.fl.us

Enclosure
cC: K. Bogen J. Sawyer

www.dot.state.fl.us
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SECTION 1.0
SUMMARY

1.1 COMNMITMENTS
Construction

1 addition to the provisions detailed in the Flonda Department of Transportation’s (FDO's)
‘Standard Specifications for Roads and Bridge Construction’ and to minimize impacts to the
wman and natural environment, the Vlorida Department of Transportation 1s commiitted to the
ollowing special measures to minimize construction noise:

B Where the project engineer determines that noise-sensitive sites exist at the time of
onstruction, the contractor may be requircd to usc static rollers for compaction ol embankment,

subgrade, busc, asphalt, etc.

Screen all stationary cquipment such as pumps, compressors, gencrators, elc., from noisc
ensitive rceeivers if that cquipment is to operate beyond normal working hours. 111t is feasible,

creen this cquipment duning normal working hours to reduce noise.

ither constiuction-related commitments to be provided in the design plans or contractual

yeuments for the proposed project are:

zstnction of operating hours for lighting the construction areas will be determined and required

the contractor prior to beginning construction activities that require lighting.

ordination with the local media and law enforcement agencies will be underaken prior to
nmencing construction activities to cnsure that construction-related mpacts are mininlized or

:quately mitigated when work duning non-daylight hours is required.
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‘oordination with S.R. 39 project

\ past PD&E Study on S.R. 39 from I-4 to U.S. 301 (WPI Seg. No. 255099 1 and No. 256298 1)
>commended widenimg S.R. 39 from two lancs to four lanes. It also recommendad realigning
e S.R. 39 intersection wath U.S. 301, which currently connects al an acute angle, to a *|™
itersection with a traffic signal for safety reasons. The realignment proposed would result in a
cction of existing S.R. 39 becoming a cul-de-sac with access from thé north only off U.S. 301.
conncction between the existing S.R. 39 and the new S.R. 39 alignment will be investigated in
1e Design phase of this project due to the number of trucks currently accessing busincsses on
115 scction of existing S.R. 39. If this project 1s construcled before the S.R. 39 project, the
terscetion realigmment should be constructed along with this U.S. 301 project to increase the
apacity and enhance safety at this interscetion.

.

‘oordination with T.ocal Governments

he side streets between 6" Strect and U.S. 301 arc expected Lo carry additional traffic when the
ne-way pair system 1s constructed. The FDO'T will vesurlace all local connccting streets

ctween 6" Street and U.S. 301 as part of this project.

he City of Zephyrhills currently owns the scction of 6™ Street from “C” Avenuc to where it
nnects with U.S. 301 just south of Geiger Road. Pasco County owns the section of 6™ Strect
wth of “C"” Avenue. These sections will becomne a part of the State roadway system when this
oject is constructed, as Southbound U.S. 301. The FDOT is in the process of preparing a Joiut
ansfer Agreement with the City of Zephyrhills and Pasco County for these roadway scetions.
lditionally, there s a scetion of existing S.R.39, which will become a local street when the S.R.
Cintersection with U.S. 301 is realigned (scc above section, Coordination with S.R. 39 project.)
s section of existing S.R. 39 is expected to be transferred from the State to Pasco County. The
nsfer of Right-of Way (ROW) for these sections will take effeet upon completion of

nstruction.

1-2
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here arc businesses along U.S. 301 with limited parking spaces that are currently using the
dsting ROW on U.S. 301 for parking. This project’s improvements will require the use of most
[ the existing ROW for widening to three lanes on 11.S. 301, reducing the amount of parking
railable for some businesses. The FDOT will coordinate with the City of Zephyrhills, Pasco
ounty and property owners on UL.S. 301 to create additional parkig wherever {casible on side

rects near the businesses alfected.

2 RECOMMENDATIONS

ne Recommiended Altemalive Is a one-way pair system using 6™ Strect southbound and U.S.
)1 northbound. In this altcrnative, 6th Street and 1.S. 301 will be three lane urban strects. The
ban scction for both of these streets has three 11 foot travel lanes, a four-foot hicycle lane and
ve-fool sidewalks on each side. The lane widths were narrowed to 11 feet to allow for a wider
yrder width, making it casier to connect to cxisting grade at the back of sidewalk. The FDO1
esign Department recommended this change, noting the design speed of 40 mph and the low
nck traffic (24 hr 'l = 5.5%). An underground pipe systemn 1s proposed to convey storm water to

tention ponds. Sce Figure 8-3.

1¢ Recommended Alternalive requires 60 fect of ROW on 6™ Strect and U.S. 301, Although
¢ proposed one-way typical sections fit inside the existing ROW for U.S. 301 and 6" Strect,
OW is necded to connect 6 Street with U.S. 301 at the south end of the project. In order to
ow for a continuous flow of traffic on 6" Street to U.S. 301 at the south end of the project,
10oth transitions with reverse curves arc planned, beginning just north of the exisling S.R. 39
erscction. The curves were designed (o minimize the environmental affects and ROW costs.
DW is also required for pond sites. Sece plan shects in Appendix B for proposed ROW

juirements to extend 6" Strect to U.S. 301. The preferred pond sites arc shown on Figure 5-1.

ice the Recommended Aliernative is a one-way pair system, there arc no restriclive medians
sposcd for most of the project’s length. There is, however, a raised median proposed from the
¥ SR 39 interscction to Fir Avenuc, where U.S. 301 transitions from a four lane divided road

the one-way par. At a meeting of the Mcdian Review Comunittce on May17, 2001 it was

1-3
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reed that there would be full median openings at Tucker Road and Palm Grove Avenue, to

low for left turns and U-turns in this four lanc section of U.S. 301.
yecial Features

1s recommended that additional pavement be added on the northeast corner of Palm Grove

venuc 1o allow for cars and small trucks to make U-tums. See plan sheet 2 in Appendix 3.

1-4
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= =E= 5405 West Cypress Street, Suite 300
— oo Tampa, FL. 33607 Phone: (813)289-5300 FAX: (813)289-4405
YEARS ®
TRANSFER OF MATERIAL
To: Florida Department of Transportation Re: Environmental Determination
11201 N. McKinley Drive
Mail Station 7-500 District 7 Project: US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E
Tampa, FL 33612-6456 Date: July 25, 2001
(813) 975-6922 Project No.: 15486
WPI Seg. No.: 256423 1
Attn:  Mr. Mike Seifert, PSM, E.I. FAP No.: 3112-017P
We are forwarding the following: ® Attached O Under Separate Cover O Prints
Copies Date No. Description
5 July 25, 2001 - Revised Environmental Determination Form 650-040-02
1 June 29, 2001 - Environmental Determination Form with FDOT Comments.
WE ARE SENDING YOU:
O For Approval 0O No exception taken O Review and Comment
0O As requested O Rejected - See Remarks O Submit specified items
X For your use O Proceed subject to corrections noted O

REMARKS:

Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc.

fEG

Jeffrey L. Sawyer, AICP, P.L.S.
Project Manager
E-mail: sawyerj@pbworld.com

File - 15486A-4.18
By:

e i T/~

M:\L. PROJECTS\US 98 Dade City PD&E\Transmit\seitrand5.wpd
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Parsons Brinckerhoff

Consulting Engineers ;5 ;|

5405 West Cypréss Strébt Fdbike 300

TampagFly 33697 o y Phone: (813)289-5300 FAX: (813)289-4405

TRANSFER OF MATERIAL

To: Florida Department of Transportation Re: Environmental Determination
11201 N. McKinley Drive
Mail Station 7-500 District 7 Project: US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E

Tampa, FL 33612-6456

Date: June 29, 2001

(813) 975-6922

Project No.: 15486

WPI Seg. No.: 256423 1

Attn:  Mr. Mike Seifert, PSM, E.I. FAP No.: 3112-017P
We are forwarding the following: R Attached O Under Separate Cover O Prints
Copies Date No. Description
3 June 2001 - Revised Environmental Determination Form 650-040-02
WE ARE SENDING YOU:

O For Approval

O As requested
O For your use

O No exception taken B Review and Comment
O Rejected - See Remarks O Submit specified items
O Proceed subject to corrections noted o

REMARKS:

File - 15486A-3.01

Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc.

G

By: Jeffrey L. Sawyer, AICP, P.L.S.
Project Manager
E-mail: sawyerj@pbworld.com

M:\L PROJECTS\US 98 Dade City PD&E\Transmit\seitran4 1.wpd
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July 25, 2001 FORM 650-040-02
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STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

1. GENERAL INFORMATION
County: Pasco
Project Name: US 98 (SR 533) Dade City Bypass PD&E Study
Project Limits: From the Vicinity of the US 301 South Intersection to the Vicinity of the US
301 North Intersection
Project Numbers: WPI Segment No. 256423 1 Federal-Aid Project No. 3112-017P

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

a. Existing: The project study limits for the US 98 Dade City Bypass are from the vicinity of
the US 301 South intersection to the vicinity of the US 301 North intersection, a distance of
about 1.6 mi. The project location is shown in Figure 1. The existing roadway is a two-lane
rural facility. The existing typical section is shown in Figure 2.

b. Proposed Improvements: It is proposed to upgrade the US 98 roadway to a four-lane
divided urban typical section with bike lanes and sidewalks for the length of the project. The
proposed typical section is shown in Figure 3. It is also proposed to improve traffic
operations at the skewed intersections of US 301 South, CR 35A and US 301 North.
Improved pedestrian crossings are proposed at Whitehouse Avenue, Martin Luther King
Boulevard, Meridian Avenue, and Tuskeegee Avenue.

3. CLASS OF ACTION

a. Class of Action: b. Other Actions:
[ 1 Environmental Assessment [ 1 Section 4(f) Evaluation
[ 1 Environmental Impact [X] Section 106 Consultation
[X] Type 2 Categorical Exclusion [ ] Endangered Species Assessment

c. Public Involvement:

1. [ ] A public hearing is not required, therefore, approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion constitutes acceptance of the location and design concepts for this
project.

2. [ 1 A public hearing was held on (insert date of hearing) and a transcript is included
with the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion determination constitutes location and design concept acceptance for
this project.

[ 1 Anopportunity for a public hearing was afforded and a certification of opportunity is
included with the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion determination constitutes acceptance of the location and design
concepts for this project.

3. [X] A public hearing will be held and the public hearing transcript will be provided at a
later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion DOES NOT constitute
acceptance of the project's location and design concepts.

[ 1 Anopportunity for a public hearing will be afforded and a certification of opportunity
will be provided at a later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
determination DOES NOT constitute acceptance of the project's location and
design concepts. :

d. Cooperating Agency: [ JCOE [ JUSCG [ ]FWS [ ]EPA [ INMFS [X]None
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6. IMPACT EVALUATION
S M N N
Topical Categories i i o o
g n n | REMARKS
n e n
v
A. SOCIAL IMPACTS
1. Land Use Changes {1011 [XI [1 SeeAttachmentA
2. Community Cohesion {1011 IXI [l SeeAttachmentA
3. Relocation Potential [1 X1 []1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
4. Community Services [T T[] [XI [] SeeAttachmentA
5. Title VI Consideration [1 1)1 [XI [] _SeeAttachmentA
6. Controversy Potential [1 01 X1 [] _SeeAttachmentA
7. Utilities and Railroads [1 01 IXI [] _SeeAttachmentA
B. CULTURAL IMPACTS
1. Section 4(f) Lands [T T[] IXI [1 SeeAttachmentA
2. Historic Sites/Districts [1 1] X1 [] SeeAttachmentA
3. Archaeological Sites [1 101 IXI [] _SeeAttachmentA
4. Recreational Areas (101 [1 X
C. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
1. Wetlands [T IXI []1 [] SeeAttachmentA
2. Aquatic Preserves 1101 11 X
3. Water Quality [T 11 X1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
4. Outstanding Fla. Waters [T 11 [1 X '
5. Wild and Scenic Rivers [TTI1 1] X
6. Floodplains [T X1 {1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
7. Coastal Zone Consistency [] [ ] [X] [ 1 See DCA letter dated October 29, 1999
8. Coastal Barrier Islands [TTI] I1 X
9. Wildlife and Habitat [1[1 X1 []1 SeeAttachmentA
10. Farmiands (1101 {1 X
D. PHYSICAL IMPACTS
1. Noise [1 X1 [] [] _SeeAttachmentA
2. Air [1 11 IXI [1 _SeeAttachmentA
3. Construction [T X1 [1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
4. Contamination [T X1 [1 [] SeeAttachmentA
5. Navigation [1 11 11 X

a. []
b. [ ]

FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS NOT required in
accordance with 23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS required in
accordance with 23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

E. PERMITS REQUIRED

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Southwest Florida Water Management District
Florida Department of Environmental Protection :
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit
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7. WETLANDS FINDING

To be included in the final environmental document.

8. COMMITMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

To be included in the final environmental document following the Public Hearing.
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ATTACHMENT A

A. - SOCIAL IMPACTS
A.1 - Land Use Changes

The most recent Dade City and Pasco County Future Land Use Maps show that land use in the US
98 Dade City Bypass corridor will remain predominantly commercial/retail uses with areas of
residential, industrial and public lands. The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass
will utilize the existing predominantly commercial corridor and land use is not anticipated to change
as a result of the improvements. The proposed improvements will not support incompatible
floodplain development.

A.2 - Community Cohesion

The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass involve widening the existing roadway
on the same alignment. Additionally, traffic operations will be improved at the major intersections
along the route. Pedestrian, bicycle and handicapped facilities will be improved. Currently,
pedestrian/bicycle traffic crosses the US 98 Dade City Bypass at several unsignalized intersections
and mid-block locations to access the commercial businesses and services located along the west
side of the roadway. The proposed improvements include improved pedestrian, bicycle, and
handicapped facilities for the US 98 Dade City Bypass intersections at Whitehouse Avenue, Martin
Luther King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue, and Tuskeegee Avenue. The crossing improvements will
include both rail and roadway crossings. The proposed improvements will enhance motorized and
non-motorized access from the residential neighborhoods east of the US 98 Dade City Bypass to
the commercial businesses and services west of the US 98 Dade City Bypass.

A.3 - Relocation Potential

The existing US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way ranges from 60 ft to 115 ft. The proposed four-
lane improvements will require a minimum of 102 ft of right-of-way. The purchase of the additional
right-of-way will necessitate relocations in some areas of the project. The left alignment alternative
will require five business and five residential relocations. The right alignment alternative will require
12 business and three residential relocations. The centered alignment alternative will require five
business and three residential relocations. A combination or “best fit” alignment is being evaluated
to minimize right-of-way costs and the number of relocations. A Conceptual Stage Relocation Plan
will be developed to document the availability of replacement housing for relocated businesses and
residents.

A.4 - Community Services

No community services will be adversely affected by the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade
City Bypass. Fire and rescue services in the project corridor are provided by the Dade City fire and
police departments, the Pasco County Sheriff's Office and the Florida Highway Patrol. None of
these services will be adversely affected by the improvements.
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A.5 - Title VI Consideration

Title VI, Title VIl and Executive Order 12898 (Environmental Justice)

Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act (Title V1), and related statutes, provides that no person shall,
on the grounds of race, color, age, religion, sex, national origin, or handicap/disability, be excluded
from participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subject to discrimination under
any program of the Federal, State or local government. Title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act (Title
VIIl) guarantees each person equal opportunity in housing.

Executive Order 12898 Environmental Justice was issued to underscore and complement certain
provisions of existing law, including Title VI and Title Vil and related statutes. This project has been
developed in accordance with Title VI, Title VIll and Executive Order 12898.

The US 98 Dade City Bypass through the project area was constructed at a time when much of the
county was very rural. However, the route selected for the highway is within 0.5 miles or less of the
main north-south route through downtown Dade City (7" Street). The US 98 Dade City Bypass
parallels the CSX Railroad right-of-way for about half of the project length. Neighborhoods east of
the CSX Railroad developed independently.

Over the years, the US 98 Dade City Bypass developed as a commercial corridor providing goods
and services in close proximity to the neighborhoods east of the railroad. These areas have
retained their integrity as cohesive neighborhoods.

The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass in Pasco County involve widening
the existing facility on the same alignment to accommodate projected traffic demands, improve
the traffic operations at intersections, improve non-motorized transportation opportunities and
access, and incorporate the latest design and safety standards. As such, additional right-of-way
acquisition is anticipated to affect residences and businesses along the existing corridor. A small
number of these may be minority, ethnic, elderly, or low-income persons. However, no
discriminatory criteria were used during the development and selection of alternatives. The
proposed improvements have not been planned to affect any specific groups or individuals, but
rather to improve upon the existing facility. A Conceptual Stage Relocation Plan will be prepared
for this study to address the potential for relocation of residences or businesses and analyze the
availability of replacement dwellings or commercial properties.

A.6 - Controversy Potential

The following informational meetings were held to inform the public and local officials about the
proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass.

Pasco County Metropolitan Planning Organization - May 1999
Agency Kick-Off Meeting - June 1999

Dade City Staff - June 1999

Dade City Chamber of Commerce - August 1999

Dade City Mainstreet - August 1999

Alternatives Public Workshop - November 2000

Public Informational Meeting — March 2001

Miscellaneous Small Group Meetings - Various dates

e & & o o ¢ o o
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Public input and comment was solicited and reviewed. Generally, the public and local officials are in
favor of the project. Only a few minor negative comments were received, mostly from property and
business owners whose property may be affected by the proposed right-of-way acquisition.

These comments are being addressed during the PD&E Study. The US 98 Dade City Bypass
project is considered to have a very low potential for controversy.

A.7 - Utilities And Railroads
Utilities
Utility locations were obtained using the Utility Request Package processed through the FDOT

District Utility Engineer. Utility services within the project corridor that have the potential to be
affected by the various alternatives analyzed for this proposed action include:

e TECO Peoples Gas Systems, Inc. (Natural Gas Distribution)
e Sprint Florida, Inc. (Telephone)

e Tampa Electric Company (Electric Distribution)

o Dade City Utilities (Water and Sanitary Sewer)

Railroads

The CSX Railroad parallels the US 98 Dade City Bypass from the CR 35A intersection to US 301
North. Amtrak operates a rail passenger station at the historic Dade City Train Depot at the
intersection of Meridian Avenue (SR 52) and the US 98 Dade City Bypass. Two passenger trains
stop at Dade City daily. Amtrak does not have plans to increase service to Dade City. The closest
passenger train stops to Dade City are Wildwood, Florida, about 35 mi to the north, and Lakeland,
Florida, about 25 mi to the southeast.

Rail-highway crossing information (November 1999) for the CSX Railroad, Railroad Line Number
370 (SSR GA. Line) was collected. Four railroad crossings are located along the US 98 Dade City
Bypass project corridor, including River Road (crossing #622720), Martin Luther King Boulevard
(crossing #622721), Tuskeegee Avenue (crossing #622722), and Wilson Street (crossing #622723).

The posted speed of vehicles on roads intersecting the railroad tracks is 30 mph for all four
crossings. All four crossings are at-grade, have good crossing surface conditions and have smooth
transition types. The stopping sight distance for all four crossings northeast and southwest is 200 ft.
Each crossing has one set of mainline track and one set of non-mainline track (the River Road and
Tuskeegee Avenue crossings have siding tracks, the Martin Luther King Boulevard crossing is
unknown and the Wilson Street crossing has a pass track). Each crossing has two through lanes
(number of lanes with active traffic flow over crossing) and only the Martin Luther King Boulevard
crossing has one auxiliary lane (number of lanes over crossing used for other than through traffic -
example: stop and turn lanes, parking lanes, etc.). The only illuminated crossing is River Road.

B. - CULTURAL IMPACTS

B.1 - Section 4(f) Lands

The US 98 Dade City Bypass project lies within the designated service areas of two Dade City
community parks (Naomi Jones Pyracantha Park and Mickens Field), two neighborhood parks

(Price Park and Rhinesmith Park) and one mini-park (Dade City Apex Park). The Dade City
Comprehensive Plan designates service areas of a 1.25 mi radius for community parks and a 0.5 mi
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radius for neighborhood parks. Pyracantha and Price Parks and Mickens Field lie outside the
project corridor and will not be affected by improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass. Two

Dade City Parks are located within the project corridor.

Rhinesmith Park is bounded by US 301 on the west, Bougainvillea Avenue on the south, South 5™
Street on the East, and Southview Avenue to the North. Rhinesmith Park is designated as a
Neighborhood Park. It contains no recreation facilities and encompasses 1.9 ac. Dade City Apex
Park is located immediately south of Rhinesmith Park at the intersection of US 301 South and US
98. Apex Park is bounded on the north by Bougainvillea Avenue and on the east by South 5™
Street. Apex Park is designated as a mini-park. It contains four benches, five picnic-type tables and
three decorative gaslights situated on 0.3 ac. Collectively, Dade City Apex and Rhinesmith Parks
are known and signed as Hibiscus Park.

The three alignment alternatives (left, right and center) have been evaluated for the four-lane
improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass in the area of the park. None of the alignment
alternatives being considered will encroach into the park. The proposed improvements will not
affect the function or access of Hibiscus Park.

B.2 - Historic Sites/Districts

A Cultural Resources Assessment Survey (CRAS) was undertaken to comply with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-655), as amended, and the
implementing regulations 36 CFR 800 (revised May 1999), as well as the provisions contained in the
revised Chapter 267, Florida Statutes. All work was carried out in conformity with Part 2, Chapter 12
- Archaeological and Historical Resources of the FDOT's PD&E Manual (revised January 1999), and
the standards contained in the Historic Preservation Compliance Review Program of the Florida
Department of State, Division of Historical Resources Manual (revised November 1990).

The purpose of the CRAS was to locate, identify, and bound any cultural resources within the
project area of potential effects (APE) and to assess their significance in terms of eligibility for
listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The historical/architectural and
archaeological field surveys were conducted in December 1999 and January 2000.

Historical background research, including a review of the Florida Site File (FSF) and the NRHP,
indicated that one historic resource (50 years of age or older) was recorded previously in the project
area. This NRHP-listed property, the Dade City Atlantic Coast Line (ACL) Railroad Depot (8PA415)
at 14216 US 98 Dade City Bypass, is located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E Study
project APE. In the area of the railroad depot, all three of the alignment alternatives evaluated for
the proposed improvements will widen the US 98 Dade City Bypass to the west away from the
Depot.

Field surveys resulted in the location and recording of 24 additional potential historic properties
(8PA1207-1227, 8PA1265-67). The 24 newly recorded historic resources represent residential or
commercial buildings common to the area. The properties are neither distinguished by their
architectural features, nor known to be associated with significant events or with the lives of persons
significant in the past. Based upon these criteria, none of the 24 appears to be eligible for listing in
the NRHP, either independently or as part of a historic district.

The CRAS was submitted to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for concurrence that the
proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass will not involve any NRHP-listed or
potentially eligible historic properties. The SHPO responded with a letter dated March 28, 2001
concurring that the Dade City ACL Railroad Depot continues to be listed in the NRHP and that the
other 24 historic structures are not NRHP eligible. The SHPO also requested “further
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documentation outlining project alternatives in order to address the potential impact of this project on
the Dade City ACL Railroad Depot (8PA415).” A Section 106 Consultation Technical Memorandum
has been prepared to address potential project effects to the NRHP-listed depot. The examples of
adverse effect, as contained in 36 CFR Part 800.5(a)(1) and (2), were applied and found not to be
applicable for the recommended alternative. In summary, the proposed undertaking will have no
effect, as defined in 36 CFR Part 800.16(l), upon the NRHP-listed Dade City ACL Railroad Depot.
The Section 106 Consultation Technical Memorandum will be submitted to the FHWA for review
and coordination with the SHPO.

B.3 - Archaeological Sites

Archaeological background research, including a review of the FSF and the NRHP, indicated that 32
archaeological sites have been recorded previously within 3 miles of the project corridor. None are
located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way. A review of relevant site locational
information for environmentally similar areas within Pasco County and the surrounding region
indicated a moderate to high probability for the occurrence of prehistoric sites within portions of the
project corridor. The background research also indicated that sites, if present, would most likely be
small lithic or artifact scatters. The results of historical research suggested a low to moderate
potential for historic period archaeological sites associated with late nineteenth and early twentieth
century settlements and roads. As a result of the field survey, no prehistoric or historic period
archaeological sites were found.

The CRAS was submitted to the SHPO for concurrence that the proposed improvements to the US
98 Dade City Bypass will not involve any NRHP-listed or potentially eligible archaeological sites.
The SHPO responded with a letter dated March 28, 2001 concurring with the CRAS results that no
prehistoric or historic period archaeological sites were found.

C. - NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
C.1 - Wetlands

In accordance with Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, dated May 23, 1977, a study
was conducted to assess the potential wetland impacts of the proposed project.

The wetlands were classified according to the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
methodology. The land use, vegetation cover and land form for each wetland was identified using
the FDOT Florida Land Use, Cover and Forms Classification System (FLUCFCS), Second Edition,
September 1985.

Sizes of existing wetlands and potential wetland impacts were determined planimetrically from
project aerial photographs. Wetlands potentially affected by the project were assessed for
functional significance using the Wetland Rapid Assessment Procedure (WRAP) as developed by
the South Florida Water Management District and utilized by the US Army Corps of Engineers.

Six wetlands were identified within the US 98 Dade City Bypass project study area. A summary of
the classifications, wetland areas, and anticipated impacts is included in the Wetland Evaluation
Report, September 2000.

The left alignment alternative will affect about 0.89 ac of wetlands. The right alignment alternative
will affect about 0.29 ac of wetlands. The centered alignment alternative will affect about 0.86 ac of
wetlands. Wetland impacts associated with stormwater management facilities are expected to be



July 25, 2001 FORM 650-040-02
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT - 05/97

Page 13 of 16

about 0.30 ac. A combination or “best fit” alignment will be evaluated to minimize wetland impacts

for the length of the project.

Mitigation for potential wetland impacts will be coordinated through the Southwest Florida Water
Management District (SWFWMD). It is anticipated that wetland mitigation will be conducted
pursuantto S. 373.4137 F.S. to satisfy all mitigation requirements of Part 1V, Chapter 373, F.S. and
33 U.S.C.S. 1344. Wetland impacts for this project are considered minimal.

C.3 - Water Quality

The proposed drainage systems will be designed to convey stormwater runoff away from the
roadway in the existing natural basin flow directions. The proposed improvements will be an urban
four-lane divided typical section. Stormwater runoff will be collected in curb inlets, conveyed through
a storm sewer system to stormwater management ponds generally situated outside the existing
right-of-way in close proximity to the outfall locations. Retaining walls of various heights may be
constructed at some locations in order to avoid the proposed typical section toe-of-slope from falling
outside the existing right-of-way.

The proposed improvements will increase the amount of impervious surface and consequently
increase stormwater runoff. A Water Quality Impact Evaluation (WQIE) checklist was conducted in
accordance with Chapter 20 of the PD&E Manual. The appropriate Best Management Practices will
be used during the construction phase for erosion control and water quality considerations.

The FDOT coordinated with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection and SWFWMD
stormwater personnel to provide them with descriptions of the conceptual design of the stormwater
management system for this project. The proposed stormwater facility designs will include, at a
minimum, the water quantity requirements for water quality impacts as required by SWFWMD in
Rules Chapters 40D-4 and 40D-40. Therefore, no further mitigation for water quality impacts will be
needed.

C.6 - Floodplains

FDOT drainage maps, United States Geological Survey Quadrangle maps, SWFWMD
topographic maps, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate
Maps, (FIRMs) and the Duck Lake Stormwater Management Master Plan were used to identify
flood-prone areas within the US 98 corridor. A field inspection was conducted to identify obvious
drainage problems. Additionally, people knowledgeable about local drainage conditions
(residents, FDOT maintenance personnel, and Pasco County and Dade City operations
personnel) were interviewed.

FEMA has prepared a Flood Insurance Study for Dade City, August 17, 1981. The accompanying
FIRMs are dated August 17, 1981. The project area is covered by portions of Community-Panel
Numbers 120231 0010 C and 120231 0115 C. Coordination with local FEMA representatives for
Dade City and Pasco County, made in July 1999, revealed that no revisions have been made to the
effective FIRMs within the US 98 Dade City Bypass project limits.

FEMA has designated 100-year base floodplain areas in two locations in the US 98 Dade City
Bypass project corridor as Zone AH (El 78). Zone AH is described as areas of potential 100-year
shallow flooding where flood depths are between 1 and 3 feet. A Zone B (now Zone X) is delineated
at the north end of the project west of the US 301 North intersection. Zone B is described as areas
between the limits of the 100-year and 500-year flood boundaries or certain areas subject to 100-
year flooding with average depths less than 1 foot or where the contributing drainage area is less
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than 1 square mile. The remainder of the US 98 Dade City Bypass projectis in Zone C (now Zone
X). Zone C is described as areas of minimal flood risk (generally above the 100-year flood

elevation).

The Duck Lake Stormwater Management Master Plan was developed for the Duck Lake Study Area
by SWFWMD in December 1987. The study area is in east-central Pasco County. Dade City lies in
the approximate center of the study area. The study area covers 40.2 sq mi in the Withlacoochee
River drainage basin. The Duck Lake Study identified that major floods affecting east Pasco County
have historically involved rising waters in the Withlacoochee River basin. Within Dade City,
flooding from runoff and ponding in low-lying areas are due to inadequate interior drainage.

Coordination with SWFWMD indicates that the Duck Lake Study 100-year flood elevation of 78.8 ft
will be used to determine flood plain encroachment compensation for the widening of the US 98
Dade City Bypass.

The resulting 100-year floodplain delineation at elevation 78.8 ft and the recommended alignment
on the SWFWMD aerials were used to estimate encroachment volume for the proposed project. .
The widened roadway embankment will deposit fill material into the floodplain at several locations
along the project. Additionally, the roadway profile grade line will be elevated above the base
floodplain from Pasco Avenue to Martin Luther King Boulevard. The floodplain encroachment is
expected to be about 16.7 ac-ft. Floodplain encroachments are addressed in the Location Hydraulic
Report prepared for this project.

Floodplain compensation site (FPC) alternatives were also included in the analysis for each basin.
The estimated encroachment volumes are provided either within the pond site alternative (if the site
is large enough to accommodate the required treatment and attenuation in addition to the floodplain
compensation) or in a separate site. FPC sites will be located adjacent to the 100-year floodplain
elevation of 78.8 ft.

Mitigation will be required for encroachment into the 100-year base floodplain. The mitigation has
been coordinated with SWFWMD. Floodplain compensation will be accomplished in off-site
locations within the same drainage basins as the encroachments.

The proposed drainage structures will perform hydraulically in a manner equal to or greater than the
existing structures, and backwater surface elevations are not expected to increase. As a result,
there will be no adverse impacts on natural and beneficial floodplain values. There will be no
significant change in flood risk, and there will not be a significant change in the potential for
interruption or termination of emergency service or emergency evacuation routes. Therefore it has
been determined that these encroachments are not significant.

There are no regulatory floodways within the project limits.
C.9 - Wildlife And Habitat

Pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the study area was evaluated for
the potential occurrence of threatened and endangered species. Literature reviews were conducted
and data were requested from the USFWS, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
(FFWCC), and the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI).

An Endangered Species Evaluation Memorandum prepared for this project did not identify any listed
species or critical habitat that will be affected by the proposed improvements. Coordination with the
FFWCC indicates that there are no known bald eagle nests within 1 mi of the US 98 Dade City
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Bypass project site. No occurrence records of listed species or critical habitat are contained within

the FFWCC database for the project area.

A field inspection of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project was conducted on November 3, 1999. The
purposes of this inspection were to observe any listed species that might be present and to
determine if any suitable habitat existed and for specific occurrences of listed species within the
project corridor. The field inspection revealed that no habitat that would exhibit listed species
existed within the study corridor.

On April 14, 2000, the USFWS indicated that, “The Proposed Action is not likely to adversely affect
the resources protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531, et.
Seq.). This finding fulfills the requirements of the Act.”

D. - PHYSICAL IMPACTS
D.1 - Noise

Preliminary 66 dBA noise contour data for the US 98 Dade City Bypass four-lane improvements
were generated to estimate the number of noise sensitive sites for each of the alignment
alternatives being evaluated. The 66 dBA isopleth ranged out from the road centerline from 114 ft to
132 ft.

For the existing condition, 11 residences were identified within the 66 dBA contour for the left
alignment alternative, eight residences and one church for the right alignment, and nine residences
and one church for the centered alignment.

With the proposed improvements, a combination or “best fit” alignment may eliminate up to six of the
noise sensitive residential receivers through right-of-way acquisition. Noise abatement measures
will be evaluated for the remaining noise sensitive receivers and addressed in the final
environmental document and the ongoing public involvement process.

A Noise Study Report is being prepared for this project and will be used to evaluate the “best fit”
alignment. Potential noise level changes are considered to be minimal for this project.

D.2 - Air

An Air Quality Report is being prepared for this study in accordance with the procedures in the
FDOT PD&E Manual, PartIl. The air quality study will determine whether the project will cause or
contribute to an exceedance of the National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for carbon
monoxide.

The project is in an area that has been designated as attainment for ozone standards under the
criteria provided in the Clean Air Act. Itis anticipated that this project will be in conformance with the
State Implementation Plan because it will not cause violations of the NAAQS.

D.3 - Construction
Construction activities for the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass will have air,

noise, water, traffic flow, and visual impacts for those residents and travelers within the immediate
vicinity of the project.
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These temporary construction-related effects will be effectively controlled in accordance with
FDOT's Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction as directed by the FDOT Project

Manager.

D.4 - Contamination

A Level | Contamination Screening of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor was conducted
to determine the potential for contamination of the US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way from
adjacent properties and business operations. Abutting sites were identified based on regulatory
standards as potential sources of hazardous materials and petroleum contamination. Sites with
suspected or documented contamination were further evaluated for potential contamination risks
with respect to impacts to construction and right-of-way acquisition.

A Contamination Screening Evaluation Report (CSER) was prepared pursuant to the Federal
Highway Administration’s Technical Advisory T 6640.8A, dated October 30, 1987, and in
accordance with the FDOT’s PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 22, dated February 8, 1994.

Twenty-five sites were identified as possibly having the potential for contamination. The sites were
identified by windshield survey, examination of 1966, 1974, 1982, and 1998 historic aerial
photography; and a review of the original US 98 Dade City Bypass construction drawings, local
FDEP files and Dade City Directories. Of the 25 sites, four are potential hazardous materials sites
and 21 are potential petroleum sites.

The four hazardous materials sites were given a rating of LOW.

Of the 21 petroleum sites, 16 were considered to have a LOW potential for contamination and five
were considered to have a MEDIUM potential for contamination. It is recommended that the five
sites rated as having a MEDIUM potential for contamination be field tested by organic vapor
analyzer (OVA) screening or soil sampling with laboratory analysis. If the results of the testing
indicate no evidence of soil or groundwater contamination, the rating of the site could be revised
downward. Typically, the rating of field tested sites with no evidence of contamination would be
revised to LOW. Because of the nature of the businesses conducted (e.g. gasoline service stations),
some sites could remain rated as having a MEDIUM potential even if field testing did not reveal the
presence of contamination.

It is recommended that the following five sites be further analyzed through a Level 2 Contamination
Assessment to verify or refute the potential contamination concerns:

Site No. 23W — Pat’s Food Mart/United 500

Site No. 25W - Git In Go Food Store/Texaco

Site No. 30W - J.H. Williams Oil Company, Inc.

Site No. 36E - La Pasa Dita (formerly Cracker Shack, a.k.a. United 500)
Site No. 44E - Coastal Mart & Convenience Store
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October 29, 1999

Mr. Jeraldo Comellas, Jr., P.E.
Department of Transportation
District Project Development . v
and Environment Engineer ' R
11201 N. McKinley Drive s

-

Tampa, Florida 33612-6456 T

RE: U.S. Department of Transportation - Highway Planning ang <
Construction - Advance Notification - U.S. 98 Dade City =~
Bypass - Financial Project Number: 256423 1 21 01 - Pa%qo rn
County, Florida o
SAI: FL©9908260681C

Dear Mr. Comellas:

The Florida State Clearinghouse, pursuant to Presidential
Executive Order 12372, Gubernatorial Executive Order 85-359, Section
216.212, Florida Statutes, the Coastal Zone Management Act, 16 U.S.C.
§§ 1451-1464, as amended, and the National Environmental Policy Act,
42 U.S.C. §§ 4321, 4331-4335, 4341-4347, as amended, has coordinated a
review of the above-referenced project.

The Department of State (DOS) notes that the proposed project
will have a cultural resource survey performed. Provided that the
applicant completes the survey and appropriately avoids, minimizes, or
mitigates impacts to any significant archaeological or historic sites
identified in the survey, the above project will have no adverse
effect. Please refer to the enclcsed DOS comments.

The Governor's Office of Planning and Budgeting (OPB) notes that
Best Management Practices should be employed to ensure that impacts to
environmental resources are minimized. OPB also requests to review
any environmental documents prepared for this project. Please refer
to tne enclosed OPB comments.

The Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD) notes
that it expects to participate in future reviews and will provide more
in-depth comments as the project unfolds. Additionally, the SWEWMD
notes that the applicant is committed to considering several options
to address the area’s transportation issues. This action should
assist with identifying transportation solutions that meet the needs

2555 SHUMARD OAKBOULEVARD « TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-2100
Phone: (850) 488-8466/Suncom 278-8466 FAX:(850)921-0781/Suncom 291-0781
Internet address: http://www.state.fl.us/comaff/

FLORIDA KEYS GREEN SWAMP
Area of Critical State Concern Field Office Area of Critical State Concern Field Office
2796 Overseas Highway, Suite 212 205 East Main Street, Suite 104
Marathon, Florida 33050-2227 Bartow, Florida 33830-1641



Mr. Jeraldo Comellas, Jr., P.E.
October 28, 1999
Page Two

of the community while minimizing environmental impacts. The SWFWMD
offers specific comments regarding permitting requirements of the-
project. To prevent any unnecessary project delay, the SWFWMD
encourages the applicant to meet with the SWFWMD’s Brooksville staff
prior to initiating construction drawing preparation, to discuss
permitting issues regarding the project. Please refer to the enclosed
SWFWMD comments.

Based on the information contained in the advance notification
and the enclosed comments provided by our reviewing agencies, the
state has determined that the project is consistent with the Florida
Coastal Management Program (FCMP). All subsequent environmental
documents prepared for this project must be reviewed to determine the
project's continued consistency with the FCMP. The state's continued
concurrence with the project will be based, in part, on the adequate
resolution of issues identified during this and subsequent reviews.
Enclosed are all comments received to date from our reviewing
agencies. Comments subsequently received by the State Clearinghouse
will be forwarded for your consideration.

In addition, the Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council (TBRPC)
notes that the project is not considered to be regionally significant
and is consistent with its Strategic Regional Policy Plan. The
comments received from the TBRPC are enclosed for your review and
consideration.

The Department of Community Affairs (Department), pursuant to its
role as the state's land planning agency, has reviewed the referenced
project for consistency with the relevant local government
comprehensive plan. Based on the information contained in the
application, the Department has determined that the project is
consistent, to the maximum extent feasible, with the applicable
comprehensive plan.

If you have any gquestions regarding .this letter, please contact
Ms. Cherie Trainor, Clearinghouse Coordinator, at (850) 922-5438.

Sincerely,

Ralph Cantral, Executive Director
Florida Coastal Management Program

RC/cc
Enclosures
cc: George Percy, Department of State
Trisha Neasman, Southwest Florida Water Management District

Mary Tanner, Office of Planning and Budgeting
Kristi Thum, Tampa Bay Regional Planning Council
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Project File No. 2001-01641
Cultubal Resource Assessment Survey, U.S. 98 Dade City Bypass
7.5, 301 South to U.S. 301 North, Dade City, Pasco County.
chaeological Consultants, Inc., December 2000,
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| In accordanch with the procedures contained in 36 C.F.R., Part 800 ("Protection of Historic

Properties'),
implermented
| survey of the

Based on ths
building (the
buildings an

buildings an

O Director's Off

!
J Historic Fensacola Pres

as well as the provisions contained in Chapter 267.061, Florida Statutes,

through 1A-46, Florida Administrative Code, we reviewed the results of the field
above referenced project and find them to be complete and sufficient.

information provided in the above report, we note that one previously recorded
Dade City ACL Railroad Depot, 8PA415) and twenty-four newly recorded
structures (8P A1207-1227, 8PA1265-1267), were located and assessed as a result

. ce
I(B-SO) 488.1480) + FAX: {85.3355

rvation Board

of the above [field survey. No archaeological sites were located. The Dade City ACL Railroad

Depot is listdd on the National Register of Historic Places. The remaining twenty-four buildings
| and structurds were determined to be ineligible. We concur with the findings and determinations
in the above feport. 1t is therefore the opinion of this agency that the twenty-four newly recorded

structures are not eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

j 830 595-5985 « FAX{593-598%

(3611 279-14758 ¢ FAX:279.1474

2 Historic Preservation
(8501 487-2333 » FAX: 922-049%

O St Augustine Regional Office

(904) §25-5045 '« FAX: 525-504

This office Will need further documentation outlining project alternatives in order to address the
potential imgact of this project on the Dade City ACL Railroad Depot (8PA415). We ook

forward to cpordinating with you on this project.

| RA.Gray Building * 500 South Bronough Strest ¢ Tallahassee, Florida 32399-0250 +  hitp:// wiww.flheritage.com

O Archaealogical Research
(850) 487-2299 « FAX: 4142207

3 Palm Beach Regional Office

- O Historical Museums
(8350) 488-1484 « FAX: 921.2533

O Tampa Regional Office
(B12) 272.3843 » FAX- 272.2747
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If you have ahy questions concerning our comments, please contact Ms. Robin Jackson, Historic Sites
Specialist bylelectronic mail at fjackson@mail.dos.state flus, or at 850-487-2333 or 800-847-7278.
Thank you fgr your interest in protecting Florida's historic properties.

Sincerely,

R el DeeamyS o

Q&{ Janet SnyderfMatthews, Ph.D., Director
i

Division of Historical Resources
State Histori¢ Preservation Officer

L ISM/Jrj
i xc: C. L. Irifin, FDOT
Rick Adkir, FDOT, District Seven
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STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

1. GENERAL INFORMATION
County: Pasco
Project Name: US 98 (SR 533) Dade City Bypass PD&E Study
Project Limits: From the Vicinity of the US 301 South Intersection to the Vicinity of the US 301

North Intersection

Project Numbers: Work Program Item Segment No. 256423 1

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

a.

Existing: The project study limits for the US 98 Dade City Bypass are from the vicinity of the US
301 South intersection to the vicinity of the US 301 North intersection, a distance of about 1.6 mi
(2.57 km). The project location is shown in Figure 1. The existing roadway is a two-lane rural
facility. The existing typical section is shown in Figure 2.

Proposed Improvements: It is proposed to upgrade the US 98 roadway to a four-lane divided urban
typical section with bike lanes and sidewalks for the length of the project. The proposed typical
section is shown in Figure 3. It is also proposed to improve traffic operations at the skewed
intersections of US 301 South, CR 35A and US 301 North. Improved pedestrian/ crossings are
proposed at Whitehouse Avenue, Martin Luther King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue and Tuskeegee
Avenue.

3. CLASS OF ACTION

a.

Class of Action: b. Other Actions:

[ ] Environmental Assessment [ 1 Section 4(f) Evaluation

[ ] Environmental Impact [ ] Section 106 Consultation

[X] Type 2 Categorical Exclusion [ 1 Endangered Species Assessment

Public Involvement:

1. [ ] A public hearing is not required, therefore, approval of this Type 2
Categorical Exclusion constitutes acceptance of the location and design
concepts for this project.

2. [ ] A public hearing was held on (insert date of hearing) and a transcript is
included with the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2
Categorical Exclusion determination constitutes location and design concept
acceptance for this project.

[ 1 An opportunity for a public hearing was afforded and a certification of
opportunity is included with the environmental determination. Approval of
this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion determination constitutes acceptance of
the location and design concepts for this project.

3. [X] A public hearing will be held and the public hearing transcript will be
provided at a later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
DOES NOT constitute acceptance of the project's location and design
concepts.

[ ] Anopportunity for a public hearing will be afforded and a certification of opportunity
will be provided at a later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
determination DOES NOT constitute acceptance of the project's location and design
concepts.

Cooperating Agency: [ ] COE [ JUSCG []FWS [ ]EPA [ ] NMFS [X] None
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4. REVIEWER'S SIGNATURE

227 1

Y 0, zes
/.72 /

FDOT Pt6ject Marfager - Date
/ /
FDOT Environmental Administrator Date
/ /
FHWA Urban Transportation Engineer Date
5. FHWA CONCURRENCE
/ /
(For) Division Administrator Date
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6. IMPACT EVALUATION

S M N N
Topical Categories 1 i o o
g n n 1 REMARKS
n e n
v
A. SOCIAL IMPACTS
1. Land Use Changes (111 X1 [ See Attachment A
2. Community Cohesion [T 171 [X1 []1 _SeeAttachmentA
3. Relocation Potential [1 X1 []1 [1 _SeeAttachmentA
4, Community Services (101 X111 See Attachment A
5. Title VI Consideration [T 01 X1 [1 _SeeAttachment A
6. Controversy Potential [T 01 X1 [1 _SeeAttachment A
7. Utilities and Railroads [1 11 [X]I [1 _SeeAttachment A
B. CULTURAL IMPACTS
1. Section 4(f) Lands [1 11 [XI []1 _SeeAttachmentA
2. Historic Sites/Districts [1 11 [X1 [1 _SeeAttachment A
3. Archaeological Sites {1 01 X1 [1 _SeeAttachment A
4. Recreational Areas [T 01 X1 (] See Attachment A
C. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
1. Wetlands [T X1 [1 [] See Attachment A
2. Aquatic Preserves (111 []1 X]
3. Water Quality [T 11 [XI [1 _SeeAttachmentA
4. Outstanding Fla. Waters (111 ] X
5. Wild and Scenic Rivers (111 [1 [X]
6. Floodplains [1 [X]I [] [1 _SeeAttachmentA
7. Coastal Zone Comsistency [ ] [ ] [] [X]
8. Coastal Barrier Islands (101 [T [X]
9. Wildlife and Habitat [1[] [XI [] _SeeAttachmentA
10. Farmlands [111 [1 X
D. PHYSICAL IMPACTS
1. Noise [1 X1 [1 [1 _SeeAttachment A
2. Air [T X1 171 [] See Attachment A
3. Construction [1 X101 [] See Attachment A
4. Contamination [T X101 1] See Attachment A
5. Navigation (111 [1 X]

a. [ ] FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS NOT required in

accordance with 23 CFR 650, Subpart H.
b. [ ] FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS required in
accordance with 23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

E. PERMITS REQUIRED

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Southwest Florida Water Management District

Florida Department of Environmental Protection
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit
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WETLANDS FINDING

To be included in the final environmental document.

COMMITMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

To be included in the final environmental document following the Public Hearing.
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ATTACHMENT A

A. - SOCIAL IMPACTS
A.1 - Land Use Changes

The most recent Dade City and Pasco County Future Land Use Maps show that land use in the US 98 Dade
City Bypass corridor will remain predominantly commercial/retail uses with areas of residential, industrial
and public lands. The proposed improvements to US 98 would utilize the existing predominantly commercial
corridor and land use is not anticipated to change as a result of the improvements.

A.2 - Community Cohesion

The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass involve widening the existing roadway on the
same alignment. Additionally, traffic operations will be improved at the major intersections along the route.
Pedestrian, bicycle and handicapped facilities will be improved. Currently, pedestrian/bicycle traffic crosses
US 98 at several unsignalized intersections and mid-block locations to access the commercial businesses and
services located along the west side of the roadway. The proposed improvements include improved
pedestrian/bicycle/handicapped facilities for the US 98 intersections at Whitehouse Avenue, Martin Luther
King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue and Tuskeegee Avenue. The crossing improvements will include both rail
and roadway crossings. The proposed improvements will enhance motorized and non-motorized access from
the residential neighborhoods east of US 98 to the commercial businesses and services west of US 98.

A.3 - Relocation Potential

The existing US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way ranges from 60 ft (18.3 m) to 115 ft (35.1 m). The
proposed four-lane improvements will require a minimum of 102 ft (31.1 m) of right-of-way. The purchase
of the additional right-of-way will necessitate relocations in some areas of the project. The left alignment
alternative would require five business and five residential relocations. The right alignment alternative would
require 12 business and three residential relocations. The centered alignment alternative would require five
business and two residential relocations. A combination or “best fit” alignment is being evaluated to
minimize right-of-way costs and the number of relocations. A Conceptual Stage Relocation Plan will be
developed to document the availability of replacement housing for relocated businesses and residents.

A.4 - Community Services

No community services would be adversely affected by the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City
Bypass. Fire and rescue services in the project corridor are provided by the Dade City fire and police
departments, the Pasco County Sheriff's Office and the Florida Highway Patrol. None of these services

would be adversely affected by the improvements.

A.5 - Title VI Consideration

Title VI, Title VIII and Executive Order 12898 (Environmental Justice)

Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act (Title VI), and related statutes, provides that no person shall, on the
grounds of race, color, age, religion, sex, national origin, or handicap/disability, be excluded from
participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subject to discrimination under any program of
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the Federal, State or local government. Title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act (Title VIII) guarantees each
person equal opportunity in housing.

Executive Order 12898 was issued to underscore and complement certain provisions of existing law,
including Title VI and Title VIII and related statutes. This project has been developed in accordance with
Title VI, Title VIII and Executive Order 12898.

The US 98 Dade City Bypass through the project area was constructed at a time when much of the county
was very rural; however, the route selected for the highway is within 0.5 miles or less of the main north-south
route through downtown Dade City (7" Street). The US 98 Dade City Bypass parallels the CSX Railroad
right-of-way for about half of the project length. Neighborhoods east of the CSX Railroad developed
independently.

Over the years, the US 98 Dade City Bypass developed as a commercial corridor providing goods and
services in close proximity to the neighborhoods east of the railroad. These areas have retained their integrity
as cohesive neighborhoods.

The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass in Pasco County involve widening the existing
facility on the same alignment to accommodate projected traffic demands, improve the traffic operations at
intersections, improve non-motorized transportation opportunities and access, and incorporate the latest
design and safety standards. As such, additional right-of-way acquisition is anticipated to affect residences
and businesses along the existing corridor. A small number of these may be minority, ethnic, elderly or low-
income persons. However, no discriminatory criteria were used during the development and selection of
alternatives. The proposed improvements have not been planned to affect any specific groups or individuals,
but rather to improve upon the existing facility. A Conceptual Stage Relocation Plan will be prepared for this
study to address the potential for relocation of residences or businesses and analyze the availability of
replacement dwellings or commercial properties.

A.6 - Controversy Potential

The following informational meetings were held to inform the public and local officials about the proposed
improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass.

Pasco County Metropolitan Planning Organization - May 1999
Agency Kick-Off Meeting - June 1999

Dade City Staff - June 1999

Dade City Chamber of Commerce - August 1999

Dade City Mainstreet - August 1999

Alternatives Public Workshop - November 2000
Miscellaneous Small Group Meetings - Various dates

Public input and comment was solicited and reviewed. Generally, the public and local officials are in favor of
the project. Only a few minor negative comments were received, mostly from property and business owners
whose property may be affected by the right-of-way acquisition.

These comments are being addressed in the PD&E Study. The US 98 Dade City Bypass project is considered
to have a very low potential for controversy.



FORM 650-040-02
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT - 05/97
Page 10 of 15

A.7 - Utilities And Railroads
Utilities
Utility locations were obtained using the Utility Request Package processed through the FDOT District Utility

Engineer. Ultility services within the project corridor that have the potential to be affected by the various
alternatives analyzed for this proposed action include:

¢ Peoples Gas Systems, Inc.

e Sprint Florida United

e Tampa Electric Company (TECO)
¢ Dade City Utilities

Railroads

The CSX Railroad parallels the US 98 Dade City Bypass from the CR 35A intersection to US 301 North.
Amtrak operates a rail passenger station at the historic Dade City Train Depot at the intersection of Meridian
Avenue (SR 52) and the US 98 Dade City Bypass. Two passenger trains stop at Dade City daily. Amtrak
does not have plans to increase service to Dade City. The passenger train stops closest to Dade City are
Wildwood, Florida, about 35 mi (56.3 km) to the north, and Lakeland, Florida, about 25 mi (4.02 km) to the
southeast.

Rail-highway crossing information (November 1999) for the CSX Railroad, Railroad Line Number 370 (SSR
GA. Line) was collected. Four railroad crossings are located along the US 98 Dade City Bypass project
corridor, including River Road (crossing #622720), Martin Luther King Boulevard (crossing #622721),
Tuskeegee Avenue (crossing #622722) and Wilson Street (crossing #622723).

The posted speed of vehicles on roads intersecting the railroad tracks is 30 mph (50 km/h) for all four
crossings. All four crossings are at-grade, have good crossing surface conditions and have smooth transition
types. The stopping sight distance for all four crossings northeast and southwest is 200 ft (61.0 m). Each
crossing has one set of mainline track and one set of non-mainline track (the River Road and Tuskeegee
Avenue crossings have siding tracks, the Martin Luther King Boulevard crossing is unknown and the Wilson
Street crossing has a pass track). Each crossing has two through lanes (number of lanes with active traffic
flow over crossing) and only the Martin Luther King Boulevard crossing has one auxiliary lane (number of
lanes over crossing used for other than through traffic - example: stop and turn lanes, parking lanes, etc.).
The only illuminated crossing is River Road.

B. - CULTURAL IMPACTS
B.1 - Section 4(f) Lands

The US 98 project lies within the designated service areas of two Dade City community parks (Naomi Jones
Pyracantha Park and Mickens Field), two neighborhood parks (Price Park and Rhinesmith Park) and one
mini-park (Dade City Apex Park). The Dade City Comprehensive Plan designates service areas of a 1.25 mi
(2.0 km) radius for community parks and a 0.5 mi (0.8 km) radius for neighborhood parks. Pyracantha and
Price Parks and Mickens Field lie outside the project corridor and would not be affected by improvements to
US 98. Two Dade City Parks are located within the project corridor.
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Rhinesmith Park is bounded by US 301 on the west, Bougainvillea Avenue on the south, South 5® Street on
the East and Southview Avenue to the North. Rhinesmith Park is designated as a Neighborhood Park. It
contains no recreation facilities and encompasses 1.9 ac (0.8 ha). Dade City Apex Park is located
immediately south of Rhinesmith Park at the intersection of US 301 South and US 98. Apex Park is bounded
on the north by Bougainvillea Avenue and on the east by South 5 Street. Apex Park is designated as a mini-
park. It contains four benches, five picnic-type tables and three decorative gaslights situated on 0.3 ac (0.1
ha). Collectively, Dade City Apex and Rhinesmith Parks are known and signed as Hibiscus Park.

The three alignment alternatives (left, right and center) have been evaluated for the four-lane improvements
to the US 98 Dade City Bypass in the area of the park. None of the alignment alternatives being considered
would encroach into the park. The proposed improvements would not affect the function or access of
Hibiscus Park.

B.2 - Historic Sites/Districts

A Cultural Resources Assessment Survey (CRAS) was undertaken to comply with Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-655), as amended, and the implementing
regulations 36 CFR 800 (revised May 1999), as well as the provisions contained in the revised Chapter 267,
Florida Statutes. All work was carried out in conformity with Part 2, Chapter 12 - Archaeological and
Historical Resources of the FDOT’s PD&E Manual (revised January 1999), and the standards contained in the
Historic Preservation Compliance Review Program of the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical
Resources Manual (revised November 1990).

The purpose of the CRAS was to locate, identify, and bound any cultural resources within the project area of
potential effects (APE) and to assess their significance in terms of eligibility for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The historical/architectural and archaeological field surveys were
conducted in December 1999 and January 2000.

Historical background research, including a review of the Florida Site File (FSF) and the NRHP, indicated
that one historic resource (50 years of age or older) was recorded previously in the project area. This NRHP-
listed property, the Dade City Atlantic Coast Line (ACL) Railroad Depot (8PA415) at 14216 US 98 Dade
City Bypass, is located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E Study project APE. In the area of the
railroad depot, all three of the alignment alternatives evaluated for the proposed improvements would widen
the US 98 Dade City Bypass to the west away from the Depot.

Field surveys resulted in the location and recording of 24 additional potential historic properties (§PA1207-
1227, 8PA1265-67). The 24 newly recorded historic resources represent residential or commercial buildings
common to the area. The properties are neither distinguished by their architectural features, nor known to be
associated with significant events or with the lives of persons significant in the past. Based upon these
criteria, none of the 24 appears to be eligible for listing in the NRHP, either independently or as part of a
historic district.

B.3 - Archaeological Sites

Archaeological background research, including a review of the FSF and the NRHP, indicated that 32
archaeological sites have been recorded previously within 3 miles of the project corridor. None are located
within the US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way. A review of relevant site locational information for
environmentally similar areas within Pasco County and the surrounding region indicated a moderate to high
probability for the occurrence of prehistoric sites within portions of the project corridor. The background
research also indicated that sites, if present, would most likely be small lithic or artifact scatters. The results
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of historical research suggested a low to moderate potential for historic period archaeological sites associated
with late nineteenth and early twentieth century settlements and roads. As a result of the field survey, no
prehistoric or historic period archaeological sites were found.

The CRAS has been submitted to the State Historic Preservation Officer for concurrence that the proposed
improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass will not involve any NRHP listed or potentially eligible historic
properties or archaeological sites.

C. - NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
C.1 - Wetlands

In accordance with Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, dated May 23, 1977, a study was
conducted to assess the potential wetland impacts of the proposed project.

The wetlands were classified according to the USFWS methodology (Cowardin, et.al., 1979). The land use,
vegetation cover and land form for each wetland was identified using the FDOT Florida Land Use, Cover and
Forms Classification System (FLUCFCS), Second Edition, September 1985.

Sizes of existing wetlands and potential wetland impacts were determined planimetrically from project aerial
photographs. Wetlands potentially affected by the project were assessed for functional significance using the
Wetland Rapid Assessment Procedure (WRAP) as developed by the South Florida Water Management
District and utilized by the USACOE.

Six wetlands were identified within the US 98 Dade City Bypass project study area. A summary of the
classifications, wetland areas, and anticipated impacts is included in the Wetland Evaluation Report,
September 2000.

The left alignment alternative would affect about 0.89 ac (0.36 ha) of wetlands. The right alignment
alternative would affect about 0.29 ac (0.12 ha) of wetlands. The centered alignment alternative would affect
about 0.86 ac (0.35 ha) of wetlands. A combination or “best fit” alignment will be evaluated to minimize
wetland impacts for the length of the project.

Mitigation for potential wetland impacts will be coordinated through the SWFWMD. It is anticipated that
wetland mitigation will be conducted pursuant to S. 373.4137 F.S. to satisfy all mitigation requirements of
Part IV, Chapter 373, F.S. and 33 U.S.C.S 1344. Wetland impacts for this project are considered minimal.

C.3 - Water Quality

The proposed drainage systems will be designed to convey storm water runoff away from the roadway in the
existing natural basin flow directions. The proposed improvements will be an urban four-lane divided typical
section. Storm water runoff would be collected in curb inlets, conveyed through a storm sewer system to
storm water management ponds generally situated outside the existing right-of-way in close proximity to the
outfall locations. Retaining walls of various heights may be constructed at some locations in order to avoid
the proposed typical section toe of slope from falling outside the existing right-of-way.

The proposed improvements will increase the amount of impervious surface and consequently increase storm
water runoff. A Water Quality Impact Evaluation (WQIE) checklist was conducted in accordance with
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Chapter 20 of the PD&E Manual. The appropriate Best Management Practices will be used during the
construction phase for erosion control and water quality considerations.

The FDOT coordinated with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) and SWFWMD
storm water personnel to provide them with descriptions of the conceptual design of the storm water
management system for this project. The proposed storm water facility designs will include, at a minimum,
the water quantity requirements for water quality impacts as required by SWFWMD in Rules Chapters 40D-4
and 40D-40. Therefore, no further mitigation for water quality impacts will be needed.

C.6 - Floodplains

FDOT drainage maps, United States Geological Survey (USGS) Quadrangle maps, SWFWMD topographic
maps, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps, and the Duck Lake
Stormwater Management Master Plan were used to identify flood-prone areas within the US 98 corridor. A
field inspection was conducted to identify obvious drainage problems. Additionally, people knowledgeable
about local drainage conditions (residents, FDOT maintenance personnel, and Pasco County and Dade City
operations personnel) were interviewed.

The widened roadway embankment will deposit fill material into the floodplain at several locations along the
project. Additionally, the roadway profile grade line will be elevated above the base floodplain from Pasco
Avenue to Martin Luther King Boulevard. Floodplain compensation will be accomplished in off-site
locations within the same drainage basins as the encroachments.

Mitigation will be required for encroachment into the 100-year base floodplain. The mitigation will be
coordinated with SWFWMD.

C.9 - Wildlife And Habitat

Pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the study area was evaluated for the potential
occurrence of threatened and endangered species. Literature reviews were conducted and data were
requested from the USFWS, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FFWCC), and the Florida
Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI).

An Endangered Species Evaluation Memorandum prepared for this project did not identify any listed species
or critical habitat that would be affected by the proposed improvements. Coordination with the FFWCC
indicates that there are no known bald eagle nests within 1 mi (1.6 km) of the US 98 Dade City Bypass
project site. No occurrence records of listed species or critical habitat are contained within the FFWCC
database for the project area.

A field inspection of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project was conducted on November 3, 1999. The purpose
of this inspection was to observe any listed species that might be present and to determine if any suitable
habitat existed and for specific occurrences of listed species within the project corridor. The field inspection
revealed that no habitat that would exhibit listed species existed within the study corridor.

On April 14, 2000, the USFWS indicated that, “The Proposed Action is not likely to adversely affect the
resources protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1974, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531, et. Seq.). This
finding fulfills the requirements of the Act.”



FORM 650-040-02
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT - 05/97
Page 14 of 15

D. - PHYSICAL IMPACTS
D.1 - Noise

Preliminary 66 dBA noise contour data for the US 98 Dade City Bypass four-lane improvements were
generated to estimate the number of noise sensitive sites for each of the alignment alternatives being
evaluated. The 66 dBA isopleth ranged out from the road centerline from 114 ft (35.7 m) to 132 ft (40.2 m).

For the existing condition, eleven residences were identified within the 66 dBA contour for the left alignment
alternative, eight residences and one church for the right alignment, and nine residences and one church for
the centered alignment. With the proposed improvements, a combination or “best fit” alignment may
eliminate four of the noise sensitive residential receivers through right-of-way acquisition.

Potential noise impacts are considered to be minimal for this project.

D.2 - Air

An Air Quality Report is being prepared for this study in accordance with the procedures in the FDOT PD&E
Manual, Part II. The air quality study will determine whether the project would cause or contribute to an
exceedance of the National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for carbon monoxide.

The project is in an area that has been designated as attainment for ozone standards under the criteria
provided in the Clean Air Act. It is anticipated that this project will be in conformance with the State
Implementation Plan because it will not cause violations of the NAAQS.

D.3 - Construction

Construction activities for the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass will have air, noise,
water, traffic flow, and visual impacts for those residents and travelers within the immediate vicinity of the
project.

These temporary construction related effects will be effectively controlled in accordance with FDOT's
Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction as directed by the FDOT Project Manager.

D.4 - Contamination

A Level I Contamination Screening of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor was conducted to
determine the potential for contamination of the US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way from adjacent
properties and business operations. Abutting sites were identified based on regulatory standards as potential
sources of hazardous materials and petroleum contamination. Sites with suspected or documented
contamination were further evaluated for potential contamination risks with respect to impacts to construction
and right-of-way acquisition.

A Contamination Screening Evaluation Report (CSER) was prepared pursuant to the Federal Highway
Administration’s Technical Advisory T 6640.8A, dated October 30, 1987, and in accordance with the FDOT’s
PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 22, dated February 8, 1994.
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Twenty-five sites were identified as possibly having the potential for contamination. The sites were identified
by windshield survey; examination of 1966, 1974, 1982 and 1998 historic aerial photography; and a review of
the original US 98 construction drawings, local FDEP files and Dade City Directories. Of the twenty-five
sites, four are potential hazardous materials sites and twenty-one are potential petroleum sites.

The four hazardous materials sites were given a rating of LOW.

Of the twenty-one petroleum sites, sixteen were considered to have a LOW potential for contamination and
five were considered to have a MEDIUM potential for contamination. It is recommended that the five sites
rated as having a MEDIUM potential for contamination be field tested by organic vapor analyzer (OVA)
screening or soil sampling with laboratory analysis. If the results of the testing indicate no evidence of soil or
groundwater contamination, the rating of the site could be revised downward. Typically, the rating of field
tested sites with no evidence of contamination would be revised to LOW. Because of the nature of the
businesses conducted (e.g. gasoline service stations), some sites could remain rated as having a MEDIUM
potential even if field testing did not reveal the presence of contamination.

It is recommended that the following five sites be further analyzed through a Level 2 Contamination
Assessment to verify or refute the potential contamination concerns:

Site No. 23W - Pat’s Food Mart/United 500

Site No. 25W - Git In Go Food Store/Texaco

Site No. 30W - J.H. Williams Oil Company, Inc.

Site No. 36E - La Pasa Dita (formerly Cracker Shack, a.k.a. United 500)
Site No. 44E - Coastal Mart & Convenience Store
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STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION o? S22, S0

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION D T

County: Pasco lra e e

Project Name: US 9&@. D\de City Bvpass PD&E Study

Project Limits: From “US 301 South #US 301 North

Project Numbers: -Ei + 2564231290t

Work Program Item Segment No. 256423 1
2. PROJECT DESCRIPTIOI;I w Ay

a. Existing: The prOJect limits for the US 98 Dade City Bypass are from the vicinity of the US 301
South intersection to the vicinity of the US 301 North intersection, a distance of about 1.6 mi (2.57
km). The project location is shown in Figure 1. The existing roadway is a two-lane rural facility,

—wethfeemerfm&me&pfwéedﬁse&&mms The existing typical section is shown in Figure
2, \ ;

b. Proposed Improvements:Itis proposed to upgrade the US 98 roadway to a four-lane divided urban
typical section with bike lanes and sidewalks for the length of the project. The proposed typical
section is shown in Figure 3. It is also proposed to improve traffic operations at the skewed
intersections of US 301 South, CR 35A and US 301 North. Improved pedestrian/ crossings are
proposed at Whitehouse Avenue, Martin Luther King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue and Tuskeegee

1. GENERAL INFORMATION . e— Aﬂ/

Avenue.
3. CLASS OF ACTION
a. Class of Action: b. Other Actions: ,
[ ] Environmental Assessment [ ] Section 4(f).Statement— E!,‘S,ﬁ'ﬁﬂ.&.,% AL
[ 1 Environmental Impact [ ] Section 106 Consultation
[X] Type 2 Categorical Exclusion [ ] Endangered Species Assessment

c. Public Involvement:
1. [ ] A public hearing is not required, therefore, approval of this Type 2
Categorical Exclusion constitutes acceptance of the location and design
concepts for this project.
2. [ ] A public hearing was held on (insert date of hearing) and a transcript is
included with the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2
Categorical Exclusion determination constitutes location and design concept
acceptance for this project.
[ 1 An opportunity for a public hearing was afforded and a certification of
opportunity is included with the environmental determination. Approval of
this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion determination constitutes acceptance of
the location and design concepts for this project.
3. [X] A public hearing will be held and the public hearing transcript will be
provided at a later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
DOES NOT constitute acceptance of the project’s location and design
concepts.
[ ] An opportunity for a public hearing will be afforded and a certification of opportunity
will be provided at a later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
determination DOES NOT constitute acceptance of the project's location and design

concepts.
d. Cooperating Agency: [ ] COE [ ] USCG [ ] FWS [ ] EPA [ ] NMFS [X] None
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4. REVIEWER'S SIGNATURE

/ /
FDOT Project Manager Date

/ /
FDOT Environmental Speeialist____ Date

[ ot
Bt (2 %‘wﬁ %F”\»—

\/ / /

FHWA Transportation Engineer Date
lj,ﬂ,/{?"ﬂ,\').\ . -
5. FHWA CONCURRENCE
/ [
Date

(For) Division Administrator
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6. IMPACT EVALUATION
S M N N
Topical Categories i i o o
g 1n n I REMARKS
n e n
v
A. SOCIAL IMPACTS
1. Land Use Changes [1[1 [X]1 [] SeeAttachment A}
2. Community Cohesion [J 01 [X]I [1 SeeAttachment A2
3. Relocation Potential [J X1 [1 [] SeeAttachment A}
4. Community Services [T []1 [XI [1 SeeAttachment A}
5. Title VI Consideration [T [1 [XI [1 SeeAttachment A
6. Controversy Potential [ 01 [XI ['] SeeAttachment AH
7. Utilities and Railroads [} [] [X]I [] SeeAttachment A,
B. CULTURAL IMPACTS A\
1. Section 4(f) Lands (111 X1 11 See AttachmentIg.f
2. Historic Sites/Districts [T 11 X111 See Attachment B.
3. Archaeological Sites [T 01 X1 [1] See Attachment B!
4. Recreational Areas [1 11 xi Soa_ AR U weuns £
C. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT i
1. Wetlands [1 [XI [1 [1 SeeAttachment §.1
2. Aquatic Preserves (1101 [1 X - |
3. Water Quality (1 [] [X]I [] SeeAttachment€.3
4. Outstanding Fla. Waters (1101 1 X1 i
5. Wild and Scenic Rivers [1 11 [ X :
6. Floodplains [T X1 {71 11 See Attachment .6
7. Coastal Zone Consistency [ ] [1 []1 [X]
8. Coastal Barrier Islands [1 11 1 [X]
9. Wildlife and Habitat [1 [X] ['1  SeeAttachment ¢.9
10. Farmlands 111 (J] X}
D. PHYSICAL IMPACTS ,‘.‘(
1. Noise [1 X} [1 [] SeeAttachmentD.1
2. Air [1 X1 [] [1 SeeAttachmentD]
3. Construction [T IX]T [] [] SeeAttachmentD.?
4. Contamination [1 XI [] [1 SeeAttachmentD.4
5. Nawigation (111 [1 X

FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS NOT required in
accordance with 23 CFR 650, Subpart H. N
FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permiit IS required in I
accordance with 23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

[y

E. PERMITS REQUIRED
U.S. Amy Corps of Engineers M@mwmmwmmr%mmwm_
1143082

Southwest Florida Water Management District (mmmm
17-1.215(1); Surface Water Management, Chapters-46B=4;40C2,40C=46:40C-42.E.A.C; Individual Surface Water

Management-Permit)

Florida Department of Environmental Protection (Bredge-and-Fill Permit,.Chapterd 2312 FA-CwEorm-17-312-000¢H-

Stermwater-Chapter 1725, F.A.C., Application for New Starmwater Discharge Facility, FDNR-State-Fands; Clrapter253 -
F-S:-Gonsentof- Use-Easement; Form-+7-313-900(17Notice of Titeit to Constuct Works*Pursuant toz-Wetland Resaurce

General Permit,-10/5/90; Form-17-312-500(8)-Wetlard Resource Peniiit, Chiapter 17-312; F-A:Go)-
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (National Pollution Discharge Elimination (NPDES) Permit)
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See Attachment C.1. 7D \&,«L, AN U{‘v\f t( ( A / Lyl oo ? A il 7/»’-’—//
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ATTACHMENTS TO ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION FORM 650-040-02
ATTACHMENT A. - SOCIAL IMPACTS

A.l1 - Land Use Changes

/VM/\/L(\ prong
The 18%8 Dade City andf%pﬁ Pasco County Future Land Use Maps show that land use in the US 98 Dade
City Bypass corridor will remain predominantly commercial/retail uses with areas of residential, industrial
and public lands. The proposed improvements to US 98 would utilize the existing predominantly commercial
corridor and land use is not anticipated to change as a result of the improvements.

A.2 - Community Cohesion

The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass involve widening the existing roadway on the

same alignment. Additionally, traffic operations will be improved at the major intersections along the route.
Pedestrian, bicycle and handicapped facilities will be improved. Currently, pedestrian/bicycle traffic crosses

US 98 at several unsignalized intersections and mid-block locations to access the commercial businesses and

services located along the west side of the roadway. The proposed improvements include improz;d,\ " tesidTior
pedestrian/bicycle/handicapped facilities for the meger- US 98 and=€8X<Railroad eressmg locations at
Whitehouse Avenue, Martin Luther King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue and Tuskeegee Avenue. The crossing
improvements will include both rail and roadway crossings. The proposed improvements will enhance
motorized and non-motorized access from the residential neighborhoods'east of US 98 apdtixCS X Ratlroad

to the commercial businesses and services west of US 98.

A.3 - Relocation Potential

The existing US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way ranges from 60 ft (18.3 m) to 115 ft (35.1 m). The
proposed four-lane improvements will require a minimum of 102 ft (31.1 m) of right-of-way. The purchase
of the additional right-of-way will necessitate relocations in some areas of the project. The left alignment
alternative would require five business and five residential relocations. The right alignment alternative would
require 12 business and three residential relocations. The centered alignment alternative would require five
business and two residential relocations. A combination or "best fit" alignment wittbe evaluated to minimize
right-of-way costs and the number of relocations. A Conceptual Stage Relocatioyf Plan will be developed to
document the availability of replacement housing for relocated businesses and fesidents.
@, }S,Lw (1

A.4 - Community Services : ‘

—
No community services would be adversely affected by the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City
Bypass. Fire and rescue services in the project corridor are provided by the Dade City fire and police
departments, the Pasco County Sheriff’s Office and the Florida Highway Patrol. None of these services
would be adversely affected by the improvements.

A.5 - Title VI Consideration

Title VI, Title VIII and Executive Order 12898 (Environmental Justice)

Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act (Title VI), and related statutes, provides that no person shall, on the
grounds of race, color, age, religion, sex, national origin, or handicap/disability, be excluded from
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participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subject to discrimination under any program of
the Federal, State or local government. Title VIII of the 1968 Civil Rights Act (Title VIII) guarantees each
person equal opportunity in housing.

Executive Order 12898 was issued to underscore and complement certain provisions of existing law,
including Title VI and Title VIII and related statutes. This project has been developed in accordance with
Title VI, Title VIII and Executive Order 12898.

The US 98 Dade City Bypass through the project area was constructed at a time when much of the ‘county
was very rural; however, the route selected for the highway is within 0.5 miles or less of the main north-south
route through downtown Dade City (7* Street). The US 98 Dade City Bypass parallels the CSX Railroad
right-of-way for about half of the project length. Neighborhoods east of the CSX Railroad developed
independently.

Over the years, the US 98 Dade City Bypass developed as a commercial corridor providing goods and
services in close proximity to the neighborhoods east of the railroad. These areas have retained their integrity
as cohesive neighborhoods. )

The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass in Pasco County involve widening the existing

facility on the same alignment to accommodate projected traffic demands, improve the traffic operations at
intersections, improve non-motorized transportation opportunities and access, and incorporate the latest
design and safety standards. As such, additional right-of-way acquisition is anticipated to affect residences
and businesses along the existing corridor. A small number of these may be minority, ethnic, elderly or low-
income persons. However, no discriminatory criteria were used during the development and selection of
alternatives. The proposed improvements have not been planned to affect any specific groups or individuals,
but rather to improve upon the existing facility. A Conceptual Stage Relocation Plan will be prepared for this
study to address the potential for relocation of residences or businesses and analyze the availability of
replacement dwellings or commercial properties.

“Gurrently, pedestrian/bicycle traffic crosses US 98 at the unsignalized'intersectigns.of*ﬁfﬂ(’&:gee Avenue,
Meridi enue and River Road, and the signalized intersection of ngin«-LﬁfBer King Boulevard. Other
pedestrian crossitigs.occur at mid-block locations to access the gomm*éfcial businesses and services located
along the west side‘oofﬁtk\madway. The mid-block locations are footpath extensions of Hampton and
Roosevelt Avenues north of Tusl<>cgée~A{m§;‘and‘Iﬁvin Avenue north of the Dade City Railroad Depot.
All of these locations except Meridian Aventiginclude the crossing of the CSX Railroad tracks and US 98.
The proposed improvements include improved pedestrian/bicycle/ handicapped facilities at the US 98 and
CSX Railroad crossing ",locafi?)ns at Whitehouse Avenue/River Ro%in Luther King Boulevard,
Meridian Avenue and Tuskeegee Avenue. The crossing improvements will provide "Look Both Ways" type
of pedestrian rail crossings, signalized pedestrian crossings of US 98 and pedestrian refil s-in@roposed
median of US 98.

» PN

The proposed improvemenm\a%torizéa"énd non-motorized access from the residential
neighborhoods east of US 98 and the CSX Rat o the commercial businesses and services west of US
98. The US 98 improvements will aid in the saiWWeighborhoods to
the east with the bus/iness‘é’g and services to the west.
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A.6 - Controversy Potential

The following informational meetings xyé?e heldito infofm the public and local officials about the proposed
improvements to the US 98 Dade City/Bypass.

/ g
Pasco County Metropolitan Planning Org;u{lgation - May 1999
Agency Kick-Off Meeting - June 1 999"
Dade City Staff - June 1999
Dade City Chamber of Commerce - August 1999
Dade City Mainstreet - August 1999
Altematives Public Workshop - November 2000
Miscellaneous Small Group Meetings - Various dates

Public input and comment was solicited and reviewed. Generally, the public and local officials are in favor
of the project. Only a few minor negative comments were received, mostly from property and business
owners whose property may be affected by the right-of-way acquisition. The-follewing-econcerns-were

identified at these meetings:i——

“Pedestrian Safety - Particularly at the Tuskeegee Avenue, Martin Luther King Boulevard and River Road
crossings. Captain Duff of the Dade City Police noted several pedestrian fatalities along this stretch of
US 98 inthe past. o

Gatewavs to DadeGity - Several comments were received regarding the“impor,tan’ée of the aesthetics of the
major intersectioMong the US 98 Dade City Bypass corridor, including US 301 South, CR 33A,
Meridian Avenue and US 301 North. Provide opportunities for ga’gewéy signage.

Trees - Preserve the large oak trees along 7% Street/US 301 and,al’éng the north right-of-way of US 98
between US 301 South and CR 35A.

Landscaping - Provide opportunities for [andscaping in the pgopf)sed median, retention ponds and other green
areas within the proposed right-of-way. ye

Traffic Signals - Move the traffic signal from the agtiff Luther King intersection to River Road because of
the truck traffic at River Road and the relocation.of the elementary school from Martin Luther King
Boulevard. e

Truck Traffic at Meridian Avenue - Discourage large through-trucks from turning onto 7% Street (US 301)
from Meridian Avenue. Long truc}cs”have difficulty tumning-gnto the US 98 Dade City Bypass from
Meridian Avenue. A potential saféty issue needs to be investigi%ted.

Vacant Pasco Plaza Shopping Centef at CR 35A (formerly Kash ‘N Kar;%i:g\e]City would like to preserve

the commercial viability of the tract, if possible. However, realignmentof the intersection and use for
retention ponds could prevent the property from returning to the tax base. If so, landscaping with live
oaks could be an acceptable altemative.

Stormwater Management - The vacant Pasco County property north of the Eastern Pasc Government Center
could possibly be shared with the County as a site for stormwater retention facilities.

Rail Trail - The fofmer railroad right-of-way west of 8" Street has been designated for use i the Rails-to-
Trails pro fam. Provisions for an extension of the rail trail from Dade City to the Withlacoochee River
Park east of town should be considered at River Road. \

Downtowfi Dade City Main Street - The program director requested a meeting to discuss the project\ The
m e/ting should include the committee engineer. The group is interested in preserving the "historic" palm

Jrees at the Dade City Train Depot.
M koo

These comments wilkt€ addressed in the PD&E Study. The US 98 Dade City Bypass project is considered

to have a very low potential for controversy.
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A.7 - Utilities And Railroads
Utilities

Utility locations were obtained using the Utility Request Package processed throughthe FDOT District Utility
Engineer. Utility services within the project corridor which have the potential to be affected by the various
alternatives analyzed for this proposed action are- hstec% below:

Lo fapea ,I/J
Peoples Gas Systems, Inc - 2 in' (50 mm) and 12.in (300, mm) steel -gas’ hnes are located on the east srdp of .
the US 98 Dade City Bypass for the length ofthe project. R T

Sprint Florida Umted Buneil/;o{)per telephone cable exists on the east side of US 98 from the southem
end of the project at D1x1e Ay nue north for about- 220 ft (67‘1 m) and on the west side of US-98 from
Bougainvillea Avenue to about Palm Avenue. Crossings in thesé areas exist at Dixie Avenue, Cboth north\and
south of the Calvary Assembly Church property, and just north of the Jarrett-Skeen Ford Lincoln Meroury
Dealership. Buried copper telephone cable exists on the east side of US 98 from Tuskeegee Avenue for about
250 ft (76.2 m) ndrth where it crosses US 98 and runs on the west side to about 70 ft (21.3 m) north of
Meridian Averiue. The cable Crosses to the east side of US 98 north of Mendlan Avenue and runs to just
south of East San Francisco Avenue where it crosses US 98 and runs adj acent to the CSX Railroad tracks up
to just north of Merédith Avenue. The cable then runs 'west and turns north near the Vitality Beverages, Inc.

(former Lykes= Pasco) property. Buried copper telephone cable runs along the east side of US 98 from about
US 984S 301 North to north of Lock Street. A crossmg e*usts at’LockStreet

TECO Two-13,200 volt overhead electric pole lines are located approximately 6 ft (1.8 m)m51de the west
nght-of-way line of US 98. The first electric pole line begins at CR 35A and contjnues Snorth to River Road.
The second electric pole line begms atPond Avenue and extends beyond th the-US 98/US 301 project limits.
Local electric serv1ce distribution lines are present within Wg naht of-way for the length of the _

pI'Q]ect L h
Dade City Utilities,- Potable water distribution lmes and samtary sewerhnes are present Wlthln theexisting
tht-of_way for the lengthfofﬁle project. o -

The CSX Railroad parallels the US 98 Dade City Bypass from the CR 35A intersection to US 301 North.
Amtrak operates a rail passenger station at the historic Dade City Train Depot at the intersection of Meridian
Avenue (SR 52) and the US 98 Dade City Bypass. Two passenger trains stop at Dade City daily. Amtrak
does not have plans to increase service to Dade City. The passenger train stops closest to Dade City are
Wildwood, Florida, about 35 mi (56.3 km) to the north, and Lakeland, Florida, about 25 mi (4.02 km) to the
southeast.

Rail-highway crossing information (November 1999) for the CSX Railroad, Railroad Line Number 370 (SSR
GA. Line) was collected. Four railroad crossings are located along the US 98 Dade City Bypass project
corridor, including River Road (crossing #622720), Martin Luther King Boulevard (crossing #622721),
Tuskeegee Avenue (crossing #622722) and Wilson Street (crossing #622723).

The posted speed of vehicles on roads intersecting the railroad tracks is 30 mph (50 km/h) for all four
crossings. All four crossings are at-grade, have good crossing surface conditions and have smooth transition
types. The stopping sight distance for all four crossings northeast and southwest is 200 ft (61.0 m). Each
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crossing has one set of mainline track and one set of non-mainline track (the River Road and Tuskeegee
Avenue crossings have siding tracks, the Martin Luther King Boulevard crossing is unknown and the Wilson
Street crossing has a pass track). Each crossing has two through lanes (number of lanes with active traffic
flow over crossing) and only the Martin Luther King Boulevard crossing has one auxiliary lane (number of
lanes over crossing used for other than through traffic - example: stop and turn lanes, parking lanes, etc.).
The only illuminated crossing is River Road. ‘
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ATTACHMENT B. - CULTURAL IMPACTS

B.1 - Section 4(f) Lands

The US 98 project lies within the designated service areas of two Dade City community parks (Naomi Jones
Pyracantha Park and Mickens Field), two neighborhood parks (Price Park and Rhinesmith Park) and one
mini-park (Dade City Apex Park). The Dade City Comprehensive Plan designates service areas of a 1.25
mi (2.0 km) radius for community parks and a 0.5 mi (0.8 km) radius for neighborhood parks. Pyracantha
and Price Parks and Mickens Field lie outside the project corridor and would not be affected by
improvements to US 98. Two Dade City Parks are located within the project corridor.

—~

' Rhinesmith Park is bounded by US 301 on the west, Bougainvillea Avenue on the south, South 5% Street
on the East and Southview Avenue to the North. Rhinesmith Park is designated as a Neighborhood Park.
It contains no recreation facilities and encompasses 1.9 ac (0.8 ha). The park is municipally owned, well
maintained, landscaped and designed for.passive recreation use by all age groups. Dade City does not
maintain usage records for the park, but notes’ that local residents occasionally use%par»k\for children’s
passive play. Inlpfbvem_ents to US 98 would have no effect ofithe-physical property, access c?ﬁmetiqn of
Rhinesmith Park. T

Dade City Apex Park is located immediately south of Rhinesmith Park at the intersection of US 301 South
and US 98. Apex Park is bounded on the north by Bougainvillea Avenue and on the east by South 5% Street.
Apex Park is designated as amini-park. It contains four benches, five picnic-type tables and three decorative
gaslights situated on 0.3 ac (0.1 ha). The park is handicapped accessible. Apex Park is municipally owned,
‘well maintained, landscaped and designed for passive recreation use by all age groups.. Dade City does not
maintain usage records for the park, but notes that it is used year-round by residents Emd local business
employees for picnic lunches during the Mghd y to Friday work week-and occasionally used by local
residents_for picnics and passive play on weekends, Dade City and the Dade City Garden leib\roated
directly a\c\roﬁs South 5% Street) maintain the appearax%fthe park as a decorative southern gateway‘to\the

city.

/ Collectively, Dade City Apex and Rhinesmith Parks are known and signed as Hibiscus Park.

A

+ }fhree alignment altematives (left, right and center) have been evaluated for the four-lane improvements to
the US 98 Dade City Bypass in the area of the park. None of the alignment alternatives being considered

would encroach into the park. The proposed improvements would not affect the function or access of
Hibiscus Park.

B.2 - Historic Sites/Districts

A Cultural Resources Assessment Survey (CRAS) was undertaken to comply with Section 106 of the
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-655), as amended, and the implementing
regulations 36 CFR 800 (revised May 1999), as well as the provisions contained in the revised Chapter 267,
Florida Statutes. All work was carried out in conformity with Part 2, Chapter 12 - Archaeological and
Historical Resources of the FDOT’s PD&E Manual (revised January 1999), and the standards contained in
the Historic Preservation Compliance Review Program of the Florida Department of State, Division of
Historical Resources Manual (revised November 1990).

The purpose of the CRAS was to locate, identify, and bound any cultural resources within the project area of
potential effects (APE) and to assess their significance in terms of eligibility for listing in the National Register of
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Historic Places (NRHP). The historical/architectural and archaeological field surveys were conducted in December
1999 and January 2000.

Historical background research, including a review of the Florida Site File (FSF) and the NRHP, indicated
that one historic resource (50 years of age or older) was recorded previously in the project area. This NRHP-
listed property, the Dade City Atlantic Coast Line (ACL) Railroad Depot (8PA415) at 14216 US 98 Dade
City Bypass, is located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E Study project APE. In the area of the
railroad depot, all three of the aljgnment alternatives evaluated for the proposed improvements to the US 98
Dade City Bypass would widen to the west away from the depot. oS

¢ City Bypass would w atod y gp QS
Field surveys resulted in the location and recording of 24 additionalhistoric properties (8PA1207-1227,
8PA1265-67). The 24 newly recorded historic resources represent residential or commercial buildings
common to the area. The properties are neither distinguished by their architectural features, nor known to
be associated with significant events or with the lives of persons significant in the past. Based upon these
criteria, none of the 24 appears to be eligible for listing in the NRHP, either independently or as part of a
historic district.

_—
-

— o

— S
The Vitality Beverages, Inc. (formerly Lykes-Pach).Eitfﬁs processing plant complex at 15000 US 301 was
also examined during this investigation due to-it§ historical importance to the.surrounding area Access to
the property WaS*del,l\lgl by the owner, - ™.
. 7 ™~

Although visual examinatign:ftféin-the ; existing right-of-way and historical research sdggests-that a portion
of this complex may be'p”(/)tentially eligible-for listing in the NRHP, the concentrdtion of historic'buildings
appears to be about 450 ft (137.1 m) north of the US-301/US 98 Bypass igte'f‘s/ection, outside of the US_98
Dade Ci’;y Bypass Project APE. Due to the denial of access an&the@;a\ribe from the project’s APE, neit\l\fe-r\
a FSF form nor a request for a Determination of Eligibility (DOE) were prepared for this property.

B.3 - Archaeological Sites

Archaeological background research, including a review of the FSF and the NRHP, indicated that 32 archaeological
sites have been recorded previously within 3 miles of the project corridor. None are located within the US 98 Dade
City Bypass right-of-way. A review of relevant site locational information for environmentally similar areas within
Pasco County and the surrounding region indicated a moderate to high probability for the occurrence of prehistoric
sites within portions of the project corridor. The background research also indicated that sites, if present, would
most likely be small lithic or artifact scatters. The results of historical research suggested a low to moderate
potential for historic period archaeological sites associated with late nineteenth and early twentieth century
settlements and roads. As a result of the field survey, no prehistoric or historic period archaeological sites were
found.

\(\V”L' sy Lo { Lo
\[\ J A s o
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ATTACHMENT C. - NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

C.1 - Wetlands

In accordance with Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, dated May 23, 1977, a study was
conducted to assess the potential wetland impacts of the proposed project. The pugposes of the study are to:
1) describe the exigting wetlands and other surface water fexgures within the U 98 Dade City Bypass

the Soil Survey of\Pasco County, United States Fish and Wildlife Service\gQSFWS) National Wetlands
Inventory mapping, and 1 in = 100 ft (1:1000) scale project aerial photography. Wetlands were identified in
the field utilizing the Uxnited States Army Corps of Englneers (USACOE), Federal Manual*for Identifying
and Delineating Jurisdictrspal Wetlands (1987). \

The wetlands were classified according to the USFWS methodology (Cowardin, et.al., 1979). The land use,
vegetation cover and land form for each wetland was identified using the FDOT Florida Land Use, Cover
and Forms Classification System (FLUCFCS), Second Edition, September 1985.

Sizes of existing wetlands and potential wetland impacts were determined planimetrically from project aerial
photographs. Wetlands which may be potentially affected by the project were assessed for functional
significance using the Wetland Rapid Assessment Procedure (WRAP) as developed by the South Florida
Water Management District and utilized by the USACOE.

Six wetlands were identified within the US 98 Dade City Bypass project study area. They are contained
within the I—hllsborough-Wl\hlacoochee Regional %'inage Basin. Wetland 1A isa wet field cuxently being
used as a pasture for cattle. \Wetland 1B contains the drainageway for Wetland 1A. Wetland 2Ng a small
depression area filled with shruby wetland trees. Wetlands 3 and 4 are classified as wet ditches
created for the conveyance of stortawater. Wetland 5is a (Trygitch created for theﬁ}sgleyance of stormwater.

A summary of the classifications, gfmd areas, and anticipated impacts is included in Fable 17

Hie wEr Lt f

\_____\

/
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Table 1-
WETLAND SUMMARY
N US 98 Dade City Bypass Project Development and Environment Study /
Area within
\“ﬁﬁla“d eS| FLUCFCS Code RtV xping
o.\ assification ac (ha) Right-of-Way
¢ (ha)
1A \ PEMIC 643 0.44 (0.18) (/)./008 (0.003) |
1B \ PSS1Cx 510 0.005* (0.002) /0.002 (0.001)
2 \ESSICX 616 0.41(0.17) / 0(0)
3 PEMlCX 510 0.22 (0.09) A 0.2 (0.08)
4 PSST(;X 510 0.91 (0.37) / 0.04 (0.02)
5 PUB2D\ 510 0.06 (0.02) / 0(0)

* Wetland 1B is a small portion of “a\l\arger wetland system 1A draining into Shadow Lake and eventually into the

Withlacoochee River. The total wetland area shown is the maximum area potentially affected by the proposed
S

improvements. /
The descriptions of the USFWS Classification codes used to idenj:i/fy the wetland areas within the US 98
Dade City Bypass project limits are listsa\below. /
USFWS Classification Code  Description YA
System - P Palustrine /
Class - EM, SS, UB Emergent, Scrub-st rub, Unconsolidated bottom
Subclass - 1 Persistent, Broad-leayed deciduous
Subclass - 2 Sand /
Water Regime - C, D Seasonally flooded, Seasenally flooded/well drained
Special Modifier -, Excavated / Q\

The descriptions of the FLUCFCS codes used té identify the %ﬁ and areas within the US 98 Dade City
Bypass project limits are listed below.

4

Code Description 7;’/ \
510  Streams and Waterways - This category includes rivers, creeks;, canals and other linear water

bodies. \
J
616  Inland Ponds and Sloughs -/These communities are associated with cgressions and drainage
areas that are not associated with streams or lakes.

643  Wet Prairies - This classification is composed of dominantly grassy vegetation on wet soils and
is usually distinguishgd from marshes by having less water and shorter herbage,

WRAP analyses were co;lgiucted to assess wetland function and valtues for wetlands within t}thudy area,
using Technical Publicafion REG-001 as a guide. WRAP incorporates concepts from the\USFWS
Habitat Evaluation P}écedures (HEP, 1980) and the Southwest Florida Water Management District
(SWFWMD) Save Otr Rivers Project, Evaluation Matrix (SOR, 1992). TheWRAP assessment u ilizes

“a holistic approach to evaluate ecological communities based on the folloWwing variables:
utilization, weé fd overstory/shrub canopy~of desirable species, wetland vegetan
desirable speciésradjacent upland/wetland b%ffer, field indicators of wetland hydro

qua;%g? d tre\atr{ent systems.
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ighest score an individual wetland can receive on any one variable is a 3.0 and the lowest is 0.0.
score is the sum of the scores for the rated variables, divided by the syni of maximum
possible scores for the rated variables. The final rating score is expressed numerically with a number
between 0 and 1, With one representing the highest quality wetland, and can be.calculated as follows:

/

r rated variable / } maximum possible scg‘;es{for rated variables

RAP analysis. /

rd

Table2
RESUL*];S OF WRAP ANALYSIS
US 98 Dade City Bypass Project Dévelopment and Environment Study

WRAP Score =) scores

Table 2 shows the results of the

Wildlife | Wetland | ) ooand | Habitat gy g Water
Wetland Utilization | Cano Groun Support Hvdrolo Quality & | Overall
No. ‘ : _py /Cover [\ Buffer ¥ & | Treatment | Score
Score Score \& Score
" | Score core Score
% .
1A 0.00 P 0.00 0.38\ 0.00 1.53 0.127
1B 050 3" - 1.00 0.50 0.50 1.06 0.238
2 1.09/ 1.00 0.50 0.25 1.00 2.09 0.170
3 00 - 0.50 0.00 Y 0.55 0.324
4 1.00 0.50 0.50 0.00 0.00 \ 0.50 0.139
5 0.00 - 0.00 0.00 0.00 N 05 0.03

7 \
The left alignment alternative would affect about 0.89 ac (0.36 ha) of wetlands. The right alignment
alternative would affect about 0.29 ac (0.12 ha) of wetlands. The centered alignment alternative would

affect about 0.86 ac (0.35 ha) of wetlands. A combination or "best fit" alignment will be evaluated to
minimize wetland impacts for the length of the project.

Mitigation for potential wetland impacts will be coordinated through the SWFWMD. Wetland impacts
for this project are considered minimal. -
Skt G

The proposed drainage systems will be designed to convey storm water runoff away from the roadway
in the existing natural basin flow directions. The proposed improvements will be an urban four-lane
divided typical section. Storm water runoff would be collected in curb inlets, conveyed through a storm
sewer system to storm water management ponds generally situated outside the existing right-of-way in
close proximity to the outfall locations. Retaining walls of various heights may be constructed at some
locations in order to avoid the proposed typical section toe of slope from falling outside the existing

right-of-way.

C.3 - Water Quality

The proposed improvements will increase the amount of impervious surface and consequently increase
storm water runoff. A Water Quality Impact Evaluation (WQIE) checklist was conducted in accordance
with Chapter 20 of the PD&E Manual. The appropriate Best Management Practices will be used during
the construction phase for erosion control and water quality considerations.
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The FDOT coordinated with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) and
SWFWMD storm water personnel to provide them with descriptions of the conceptual design of the
storm water management system for this project. The proposed storm water facility designs will include,
at a minimum, the water quantity requirements for water quality impacts as required by SWFWMD in
Rules Chapters 40D-4 and 40D-40. Therefore, no further mitigation for water quality impacts will be
needed.

C.6 - Floodplains

FDOT drainage maps, United States Geological Survey (USGS) Quadrangle maps, SWFWMD
topographic maps, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps, and
the Duck Lake Stormwater Management Master Plan were used to identify flood-prone areas within the
US 98 corridor. A field inspection was conducted to identify obvious drainage problems. Additionally,
people knowledgeable about local drainage conditions (residents, FDOT maintenance personnel, and

Pasco County and Dade City operations personnel) were interviewed.
T

sewer systems gutters or overland sheet flow
towards the US 98 Da ing to occur in the depression areas

The FEMA designated 100-year base flo ation 78 ft (23.8 m) (NGVD 1929). The Duck Lake
Study 100-year flood elevation is;,l}z . Coordination with SWFWMD indicates that
the Duck Lake Study should bearSed for determining floodptain encroachnents. Typically, the US 98

No othér flooding problems associated with FDOT drainage structures have been identified for the length
of this project.

The widened roadway embankment will deposit fill material into the floodplain at several locations along
the project. Additionally, the roadway profile grade line will be elevated above the base floodplain from
Pasco Avenue to Martin Luther King Boulevard. Floodplain compensation will be accomplished in off-
site locations within the same drainage basins as the encroachments.

Mitigation will be required for encroachment into the lOO-year base floodplain. The mitigation will be
coordinated with SWFWMD.

C.9 - Wildlife And Habitat

Pursuant to Section 7(c) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the study area was
evaluated for the potential occurrence of threatened and endangered species. Literature reviews were
conducted and data were requested from the USFWS, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission(FFWCC), and the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI).
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An Endangered Species Evaluation Memorandum prepared for this project did not identify any listed
species or critical habitat that would be affected by the proposed improvements. Coordination with the
FFWCC indicates that there are no known bald eagle nests within 1 mi (1.6 km) of the US 98 Dade City
Bypass project site. No occurrence records of listed species or critical habitat are contained within the
FFWCC database for the project area.

A field inspection of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project was conducted on November 3, 1999. The
purpose of this inspection was to observe any listed species that might be present and to determine if any
suitable habitat existed and for specific occurrences of listed species within the project corridor. The
field inspection revealed that no habitat that would exhibit listed species existed within the study corridor.
specific occurrences or obsesyations were made for any listed species I%V\vgl\d occur within Pasco

Cou The lack of specific habitat for listed species within the study ar€ags to be expected as the
corridor }
anticipated t

urban in nature and is hlghly developed. Additionally, no native~upland habitats are
e affected as a result of thlS\prOJeCt

On April 14,2000, the USFWS indicated that "The Proposed Action is not likely to adversely affect the
resources protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1974, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531, et. Seq.). This
finding fulfills the requirements of the Act."
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ATTACHMENT D. - PHYSICAL IMPACTS
D.1 - Noise

Preliminary 66 dBA noise contour data for the US 98 Dade City Bypass four-lane improvements were
generated to estimate the number of noise sensitive sites for each of the alignment alternatives being
evaluated. The 66\%BA isopleth ranged out from the road centerline from 114 ft (35.7 m) to 132 ft (40.2
m). .

For the existing condition, eleven residences were identified \a&/&l‘rﬁg‘eﬂ% dBA contour for the left
alignment alternative, eight residences and one church for the right alignment, and nine residences and
one church for the centered alignment. With the proposed improvements, a combination or "best fit"
alignment may eliminate four of the noise sensitive residential receivers through right-of-way acquisition.

Potential noise impacts are considered to be minimal for this project.

D.2 - Air .

o bor
An Air Quality Report willbe prepared for this study in accordance with the procedures in the FDOT
PD&E Manual, Part 1], Chapter 16:August 18;1999. The air quality study will determine whether the
project would cause or contribute to an exceedance of the National Ambient Air Quality Standard
(NAAQS) for carbon monoxide.

Itis anticQ)tated that the results of{l\l\e air quality analysis will indicate that theproject will not cause or
contribute tQ the NAAQS for carbon‘m\onoxide with or wi}h%li;the proposed USA8 Dade City Bypass
ul

improvements, Construction of the proposed project wo ave a temporary impact on air quality
conditions in 3’(Ncini’cy of the roadway dﬁring site preparation.\Rarticulate matter (d&t) would cause
the greatest impact\Where excess particulate matter is likely to bef:"orge a problem, the contractor will
adhere to the 1991 }D T Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge\Construction and any special
provisions in the constrcug@n contract which relate to'the control of air pc?ﬂution.

The project is in an area that has been designated as attainment for ozone standards under the criteria
provided in the Clean Air Act. It is anticipated that this project will be in conformance with the State
Implementation Plan because it will not cause violations of the NAAQS.

D.3 - Construction

Construction activities for the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass will have air,
noise, water, wetlands, traffic flow, and visual impacts for those residents and travelers within the
immediate vicinity of the project.

AR Y s fororsy L E""/‘*“""-«'i‘ . /u/f A/x 2 &%‘C'A
The-air-quality-i i temporary and would primarily be in ¢ issions from-diesel-
powered-construction-equipment-and-dust-from—embankment-and-haul-road-areas.——Air-pellution
assoctated-withthecreation—of -uitboiie parnticles-will be effectively controlled through-theuse~of
watering-or-the-application-of-ealeium-chloride in accordance with FDOT's Standard Specifications for

Road and Bridge Construction as directed by the FDOT Project Manager.




FORM 650-040-02
_ ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT - 05/97
Page 21 of 22

ise and vibration impacts will be from the heavy equipment movement and construction activities such
as Wbratory compaction of embankments. Noise control measures will include those ¢dntained in

During project construction, potential short-term increases in water turbidity may ect wetlands and
Water quality impacts resulting from erosion and sedimentation would be controlled in
accordance with FDOT'sStandard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction and through the use
of Best Managentgnt Practices.

Maintenance of traffic\and sequence of construction would be planned“and scheduled so as to minimize
traffic delays throughouizthe project. Signs would be used as app{opriate to provide notice of road
closures and other pertinentinformation to the traveling public. T e local news media would be notified
in advance of road closings and other construction-related activities.

/

e

/
A sign providing the name, addressyand telephone number of a FDOT contact person would be displayed
on-site to assist the public in obtainingymmediate ansvérs to questions or filing complaints about project
activity.

construction scheduling. Within the projeef lithits, the present traffic congestion may become worse
during stages of construction where narroy lanes Y be necessary._Traffic delays would be controlled
to the extent possible where many construction operetions are in progress at the same time. The
contractor would be required to maintain one lane of traffic in each direction at all times and to comply
with the Best Management Pracgcé/s of FDOT.

’/
Access to all businesses and residences wou{lﬁ maintained to the extent practicable through controlled
[of o

For the residents living along/the right-of-way, some of the\m: erials stored for the project may be
displeasing visually. However, this is a temporary condition and shoyld pose no substantial problem in
the short term.

7 . . .
embankments, and use of materials, such as limerock, asphaltic concrete, and Port]land cement concrete.

Construction of the ‘roadway may require excavation of unsuitable matenakr(‘t:ck), placement of
Demucking may be required at the wetland sites and would be controlled by Sectidn 120 of the FDOT

gragsing, sodding, mulching, sandbagging, slope drains, sediment basins, sediment checks, artifisial
coverings, and berms.

D.4 - Contamination

A Level I Contamination Screening of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor was conducted to
determine the potential for contamination of the US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way from adjacent
properties and business operations. Abutting sites were identified based on regulatory standards as
potential sources of hazardous materials and petroleum contamination. Sites with suspected or
documented contamination were further evaluated for potential contamination risks with respect to
impacts to construction and right-of-way acquisition.
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A Contamination Screening Evaluation Report (CSER) was prepared pursuant to the Federal Highway
Administration’s Technical Advisory T 6640.84, dated October 30, 1987, and in accordance with the
FDOT’s PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 22, dated February 8, 1994, as further modified and clarified
by the District Contamination Impact Coordinator. The purgose of this report\'{to present the
prelimjnary findings of a\%e\rature and file revieﬂgi\the potentialXpr finding hazardous materials and

petroletyn contamination ow_parcels along the propqsed alignmentWhich may impact the proposed
improvemtents.

Twenty-five sites were identified as possibly having the potential for contamination. The sites were
identified by windshield survey; examination of 1966, 1974, 1982 and 1998 historic aerial photography;
and a review of the original US 98 construction drawings, local FDEP files and Dade City Directories.
Of the twenty-five sites, four are potential hazardous materials sites and twenty-one are potential
petroleum sites.

The four hazardous materials sites were given a rating of LOW.

Of the twenty-one petroleum sites, sixteen were considered to have a LOW potential for contamination
and five were considered to have a MEDIUM potential for contamination. Itis recommended that the
five sites rated as having a MEDIUM potential for contamination be field tested by organic vapor
analyzer (OVA) screening or soil sampling with laboratory analysis. If the results of the testing indicate
no evidence of soil or groundwater contamination, the rating of the site could be revised downward.
Typically, the rating of field tested sites with no evidence of contamination would be revised to LOW.
Because of the nature of the businesses conducted (e.g. gasoline service stations), some sites could
remain rated as having a MEDIUM potential even if field testing did not reveal the presence of
contamination.

It is recommended that the following five sites be further analyzed through a Level 2 Contamination
Assessment to verify or refute the potential contamination concems:

Site No. 23W - Pat’s Food Mart/United 500

Site No. 25W - Git In Go Food Store/Texaco

Site No. 30W - J H. Williams Oil Company, Inc.

Site No. 36E - La Pasa Dita (formerly Cracker Shack, a k.a. United 500)
Site No. 44E - Coastal Mart & Convenience Store
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11201 N. McKINLEY DRIVE * TAMPA, FL 3361 {813)975-6000 + 1.800-226-7220
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JEB BUSH THOMAS F. BARRY, JR.

GOVERNOR SECRETARY

April 10, 2001

Division Administrator

Federal Highway Administration
227 Bronough Street, Room2015
Tallahassee, Florida 32301-2015

Attention: Mr. Marvin Williams

Dear Mr. Marvin Williams:

Subject: US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E Study
State Project Number: 14070-1514
Federal-Aid Project No.: 3112-017P
Work Program Number: 256423-1
Pasco County, Florida

Enclosed is an Environmental Class of Action Determination (Form 650-040-02), for your
concurrence. This determination was derived through consultation with your agency.

If additional information is required to further substantiate the determination, please let me
know.

Sincerely,

Jeraldo Comellas, P.E.
District Environmental Management Engineer

JC/GM
cc: File

H\MATTHEWS\EMO Letters\ECAD doc
www.dot.state.fl.us
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Parsons Brinckerhoff
Consulting Engineers
5405 West Cypress Street, Suite 300

Tampa, FL. 33607 Phone: (813) 289-5300 FAX: (813) 289-4405

TRANSFER OF MATERIAL
To: Florida Department of Transportation Re: Environmental Determination

11201 N. McKinley Drive

Mail Station 7-500 District 7 Project: US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E

Tampa, FL 33612-6456 Date: April 6, 2001

(813) 975-6922 Project No.: 15486

WPI Seg. No.: 256423 1
Attn:  Mr. Mike Seifert, PSM, E.I. FAP No.: 3112-017P
We are forwarding the following: X Attached O Under Separate Cover O Prints
Copies Date No. Description
5 -- - US 98 Environmental Determination Revised Text
Pages 4,12, 13, and 14

WE ARE SENDING YOU:
O For Approval O No exception taken O Review and Comment
O As requested O Rejected - See Remarks O Submit specified items
X For your use O Proceed subject to corrections noted a
REMARKS:
Mike,

Please insert these revised pages into the five copies of the US 98 Dade City Bypass Environmental
Determination.

Thanks. Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc.

£ Q N “(/‘7/ \ﬂ*( el
By:  Jeftiey L' Sawyer/ AICP/P.LS.
Project Manager
File - 15486A-3.01 E-mail: sawyerj@pbworld.com

M:\L. PROJECTS\WS 98 Dade City PD&E\Transmit\seitran28. wpd

<L g 7D T o S



QEe«23, 220

MAIL STATION

= STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
S  TRANSMITTAL MEMORANDUM DISTRICT

Date: 3/9;/9/

M AO&UV\ From: 7’)7.42/ 7

I ME [DAANDLE Ol REPLY O APPROVE O

G, o for t0 S tam A AL of s lomai
b ton 17 foritter foe dons acbibicssn .

They b Haidd tlong ot Y6 acrd Daatf”
£, o

P iks /f \*‘AW/«X/,I/K




FORM 650-040-02
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT - 05/97
Page 1 of 15

STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION -

1. GENERAL INFORMATION
County: Pasco
Project Name: US 98 (SR 533) Dade City Bypass PD&E Stud _
Project Limits: From the Vicinity of the US 301 South Intersection to the Vicinity of the US 301

North Intersection e

Project Numbers: Work Program Item Segment No. 256423 1

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

a.

Existing: The project study limits for the US 98 Dade City Bypass are from the vicinity of the US
301 South intersection to the vicinity of the US 301 North intersection, a distance of about 1.6 mi
(2.57 km). The project location is shown in Figure 1. The existing roadway is a two-lane rural
facility. The existing typical section is shown in Figure 2.

Proposed Improvements: It is proposed to upgrade the US 98 roadway to a four-lane divided urban
typical section with bike lanes and sidewalks for the length of the project. The proposed typical
section is shown in Figure 3. It is also proposed to improve traffic operations at the skewed
intersections of US 301 South, CR 35A and US 301 North. Improved pedestrian/ crossings are
proposed at Whitehouse Avenue, Martin Luther King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue and Tuskeegee
Avenue.

3. CLASS OF ACTION

a.

Class of Action: b. Other Actions:

[ ] Environmental Assessment [ 1 Section 4(f) Evaluation

[ ] Environmental Impact [ ] Section 106 Consultation

[X] Type 2 Categorical Exclusion [ ] Endangered Species Assessment

Public Involvement:
1. [ ] A public hearing is not required, therefore, approval of this Type 2
Categorical Exclusion constitutes acceptance of the location and design
concepts for this project.
2. [ 1 A public hearing was held on (insert date of hearing) and a transcript is
included with the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2
Categorical Exclusion determination constitutes location and design concept
acceptance for this project. '
[ 1 Anopportunity for a public hearing was afforded and a certification of
opportunity is included with the environmental determination. Approval of
this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion determination constitutes acceptance of
the location and design concepts for this project.
3. [X] A public hearing will be held and the public hearing transcript will be
provided at a later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
DOES NOT constitute acceptance of the project's location and design
concepts.
[ 1 Anopportunity for a public hearing will be afforded and a certification of opportunity
will be provided at a later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
determination DOES NOT constitute acceptance of the project's location and design

concepts.
Cooperating Agency: [ ] COE []USCG []FWS []EPA [] NMFS [X] None

=< ANNED 7/12/12.



FORM 650-040-02
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT - 05/97
Page 4 of 15

WETLANDS FINDING

To be included in the final environmental documenty.

COMMITMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

To be included in the final environmental document following the Public Hearing.
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most likely be small lithic or artifact scatters. The results of historical research suggested a low to moderate
potential for historic period archaeological sites associated with late nineteenth and early twentieth century
settlements and roads. As a result of the field survey, no prehistoric or historic period archaeological sites were

found.
officev

The CRAS has been submitted to the State Historic Preservation Office for concurrence that the proposed

improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass will not mbhe-ﬁfe/e\é any NRHP listed or potentially
eligible historic properties or archaeological sites.  \n A ‘

C. - NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
C.1 - Wetlands

In accordance with Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, dated May 23, 1977, a study was
conducted to assess the potential wetland impacts of the proposed project.

The wetlands were classified according to the USFWS methodology (Cowardin, et.al., 1979). The land use,
vegetation cover and land form for each wetland was identified using the FDOT Florida Land Use, Cover
and Forms Classification System (FLUCFCS), Second Edition, September 1985.

Sizes of existing wetlands and potential wetland impacts were determined planimetrically from project aerial
photographs. Wetlands which may be potentially affected by the project were assessed for functional
significance using the Wetland Rapid Assessment Procedure (WRAP) as developed by the South Florida
Water Management District and utilized by the USACOE.

Six wetlands were identified within the US 98 Dade City Bypass project study area. A summary of the
classifications, wetland areas, and anticipated impacts is included in the Wetland Evaluation Report,
September 2000.

The left alignment alternative would affect about 0.89 ac (0.36 ha) of wetlands. The right alignment
alternative would affect about 0.29 ac (0.12 ha) of wetlands. The centered alignment alternative would affect
about 0.86 ac (0.35 ha) of wetlands. A combination or "best fit" alignment will be evaluated to minimize
wetland impacts for the length of the project.

Mitigation for potential wetland impacts will be coordinated through the SWFWMD. It is anticipated that
wetland mitigation will be conducted pursuant to S. 373.4137 F.S. to satisfy all mitigation requirements of
Part IV, Chapter 373, F.S. and 33 U.S.C.S 1344. Wetland impacts for this project are considered minimal.

C.3 - Water Quality

The proposed drainage systems will be designed to convey storm water runoff away from the roadway in the
existing natural basin flow directions. The proposed improvements will be an urban four-lane divided typical
section. Storm water runoff would be collected in curb inlets, conveyed through a storm sewer system to
storm water management ponds generally situated outside the existing right-of-way in close proximity to the
outfall locations. Retaining walls of various heights may be constructed at some locations in order to avoid
the proposed typical section toe of slope from falling outside the existing right-of-way.

The proposed improvements will increase the amount of impervious surface and consequently increase storm
water runoff. A Water Quality Impact Evaluation (WQIE) checklist was conducted in accordance with
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Chapter 20 of the PD&E Manual. The appropriate Best Management Practices will be used during the
construction phase for erosion control and water quality considerations.

The FDOT coordinated with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) and SWFWMD
storm water personnel to provide them with descriptions of the conceptual design of the storm water
management system for this project. The proposed storm water facility designs will include, at a minimum,
the water quantity requirements for water quality impacts as required by SWFWMD in Rules Chapters 40D-4
and 40D-40. Therefore, no further mitigation for water quality impacts will be needed. .

C.6 - Floodplains

FDOT drainage maps, United States Geological Survey (USGS) Quadrangle maps, SWFWMD topographic
maps, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Flood Insurance Rate Maps, and the Duck Lake
Stormwater Management Master Plan were used to identify flood-prone areas within the US 98 corridor. A
field inspection was conducted to identify obvious drainage problems. Additionally, people knowledgeable
about local drainage conditions (residents, FDOT maintenance personnel, and Pasco County and Dade City
operations personnel) were interviewed.

The widened roadway embankment will deposit fill material into the floodplain at several locations along the
project. Additionally, the roadway profile grade line will be elevated above the base floodplain from Pasco
Avenue to Martin Luther King Boulevard. Floodplain compensation will be accomplished in off-site
locations within the same drainage basins as the encroachments.

Mitigation will be required for encroachment into the 100-year base floodplain. The mitigation will be
coordinated with SWFWMD.

C.9 - Wildlife And Habitat

Pursuant to Seetien-/e)-of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the study area was evaluated
for the potential occurrence of threatened and endangered species. Literature reviews were conducted and
jata were requested from the USFWS, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission(FFWCC), and
he Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI).

An Endangered Species Evaluation Memorandum prepared for this project did not identify any listed species
or critical habitat that would be affected by the proposed improvements. Coordination with the FFWCC
ndicates that there are no known bald eagle nests within 1 mi (1.6 km) of the US 98 Dade City Bypass
sroject site. No occurrence records of listed species or critical habitat are contained within the FFWCC
latabase for the project area.

A field inspection of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project was conducted on November 3, 1999. The purpose
of this inspection was to observe any listed species that might be present and to determine if any suitable
1abitat existed and for specific occurrences of listed species within the project corridor. The field inspection
evealed that no habitat that would exhibit listed species existed within the study corridor.

dn April 14, 2000, the USFWS indicated that "The Proposed Action is not likely to adversely affect the
esources protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1974, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531, et. Seq.). This
inding fulfills the requirements of the Act."



FORM 650-040-02
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT - 05/97
Page 14 of 15

D. - PHYSICAL IMPACTS
D.1 - Noise

Preliminary 66 dBA noise contour data for the US 98 Dade City Bypass four-lane improvements were
generated to estimate the number of noise sensitive sites for each of the alignment alternatives being
evaluated. The 66 dBA isopleth ranged out from the road centerline from 114 ft (35.7 m) to 132 ft (40.2 m).

For the existing condition, eleven residences were identified within the 66 dBA contour for the left alignfhent
alternative, eight residences and one church for the right alignment, and nine residences and one church for
the centered alignment. With the proposed improvements, a combination or "best fit" alignment may
eliminate four of the noise sensitive residential receivers through right-of-way acquisition.

Potential noise impacts are considered to be minimal for this project.

D.2 - Air

An Air Quality Report is being prepared for this study in accordance with the procedures in the FDOT PD&
Manual, Part II. The air quality study will determine whether the project would cause or contribute to -
exceedance of the National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for carbon monoxide.

The project is in an area that has been designated as attainment for ozone standards under the criter
provided in the Clean Air Act. It is anticipated that this project will be in conformance with the Ste

Implementation Plan because it will not cause violations of the NAAQS.

D.3 - Construction

water, traffic flow, and visual impacts for those residents and travelers within the immediate

Constructign activities for the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass will have air, noise,
vicinity ! € project.

These temporary construction related effects will be effectively controlled in accordance with FDOT's
Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction as directed by the FDOT Project Manager.

D.4 - Contamination

A Level I Contamination Screening of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor was conducted to
determine the potential for contamination of the US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way from adjacent
properties and business operations. Abutting sites were identified based on regulatory standards as potential
sources of hazardous materials and petroleum contamination. Sites with suspected or documented
contamination were further evaluated for potential contamination risks with respect to impacts to construction
and right-of-way acquisition.

A Contamination Screening Evaluation Report (CSER) was prepared pursuant to the Federal Highway
Administration’s Technical Adv1sory T 6640.8A, dated October 30, 1987, and i in accordance with the




D§wHA3 L0

Michael J Seifert To: Marvin Williams,
. cc:
06/12/01 08:48 AM Subject: US 98 Dade City Bypass Class of Action Determination. Wpi Seg.
256423-1

Marvin, in response to your comments dated May 10 regarding the subject document, we offer
the following:

f. Comment - Add a positive floodway statement.

Response - We will add a statement denoting that there are no designated floodways
V within the project area when the final environmental document is submitted to your agency
ifor LCDA approval.

2. Comment - Summarize the project's location Hydraulic Studies, per FAPG 656.111 (c).

“~“Response - A summary of the Project's Location Hydraulic Study will be provided based
on Chapter 24 of the PD&E manual.

3. Comment - Add discussion of support of incompatible floodplain development.

!

Response - A discussion about the project not supporting incompatible floodplain
development will be added. Bodid ©  Lamo e 24 ]

4. Comment - The noise discussion needs improvement. We have impacts and we have to
explore abatement. Address noise prior to Public Hearing.

,ﬁlesponse - The Noise Study Analysis will be completed before the Public Hearing and the
environmental document will reflect the results and any necessary abatement
commitments.

5. Comment - Wetlands Impacts- At the time for a decision, we need to conclude that we have
minimized impacts and used measures to mitigate.

Response - The wetlands impacts will be quantified for the preferred alignment and the
necessary wetlands statements will be provided in the final environmental document.

6. Comment - Social Impacts - Discuss the public involvement work being done with
Residencies impacted by this proposed project.

Response - Any Social Impacts and our extensive Public Involvement efforts will be
discussed in the final environmental document.

Michael J Seifert PSM, E.I.
Environmental Management Office
813-975-6922

< e 7H2 s
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US Department of Transportation
Federal Highway Administration

Design Inspection Report

Division Report No Inspected Reported Project No

Florida 1 05/10/01 05/10/01 P-311-2 (017)
Inspection made Area State No District
Marvin Williams; Urban Transportation A2 14070-1514 7
Engineer.

In Company With

Staff

Inspection Type Phases Inspected

Environment Class of action Determination

Location County

US-98 Dade City Bypass from the Vicinity of the US 301 South Pasco
Intersection to the Vicinity of the US 301 North Intersection
Ul-4 at US-98 Interchange.

Description -

Roadway Widening from 2 to 4 lanes -, o :

Scope of Review R i
P ;;E

Review the subject Class of Action Determination (COAD) and comment“-on‘the

document if needed. -

Summary of comments:

1. Add a positive floodway statement.

2. Summarize the project’s location Hydraulic Studies, per FAPG 656.111(c).
3. Add discussion of support of incompatible floodplain development.

4. The noise discussion needs improvement. We have impacts and we have to

explore abatement. Address noise prior to the public hearing.

5. Wetlands impacts-At the time for a decision, we need to conclude that we
have minimized impacts and used measures to mitigate.

6. Social Impacts-Discuss the public involvement work being done with
Residencies impacted by this proposed project.

Since this is a COAD all comments except the number 5 can be addressed in
the Type 2 Categorical Exclusion. Understanding/resolution on comment 5 is needed

before the public hearing.



P 311-2 (017) Page 2.
May 10, 2001

Distribution Project File (original)
Reading File
Area Engineer, Area B2
District PD&E Engineer, FDOT District 7
State Environmental Officer, FDOT, Tallahassee, MS-37

Form FHWA- 14460 Ravissd 10/89



HASCHZ2e 20

‘ . ‘ A WYt
June 29, 2001 ﬂ‘( & FORM 650-040-02
OYrvvae 07 ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT - 05/97 .
Page 1 of 16

STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

1. GENERAL INFORMATION

County: Pasco

Project Name: US 98 (SR 533) Dade City Bypass PD&E Study

Project Limits: From the Vicinity of the US 301 South Intersection to the Vicinity of the US

301 North Intersection
Project Numbers: WPI Segment No. 256423 1 Federal-Aid Project No. 3112-017P
2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION T

a. Existing: The project study limits for the US,98 Dade Clty Bypass are from the vicinity of
the US 301 South intersection to the vicinity of the US 301 North intersection, a distance of
about 1.6 mi. The project location is shown in Figure 1. The existing roadway is a two-lane
rural facility. The existing typical section is shown in Figure 2.

b. Proposed Improvements: It is proposed to upgrdde the US 98 roadway to a four-lane
divided urban typical section with bike lanes and sidewalks for the length of the project. The
proposed typical section is shown in Figure 3. It is also proposed to improve traffic
operations at the skewed intersections of US 301 South, CR 35A and US 301 North.
Improved pedestrian crossings are proposed at Whitehouse Avenue, Martin Luther King
Boulevard, Meridian Avenue and Tuskeegee Avenue.

3. CLASS OF ACTION

a. Class of Action: b. Other Actions: g
[ 1 Environmental Assessment [ ] Section 4(f) Evaluation /
[ 1 Environmental Impact ] Section 106 Consultation
[X] Type 2 Categorical Exclusion ] Endangered Species Assessment

c. Public Involvement:

1.-[ 1 A public hearing is not required, therefore, approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion constitutes acceptance of the location and design concepts for this
project.

2. [ 1 A public hearing was held on (insert date of hearing) and a transcript is included
with the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion determination constitutes location and design concept acceptance for
this project.

[ 1 Anopportunity for a public hearing was afforded and a certification of opportunity
is included with the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2
Categorical Exclusion determination constitutes acceptance of the location and
design concepts for this project.

3. [X] A public hearing will be held and the public hearing transcript will be provided at a
later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion DOES NOT constitute
acceptance of the project's location and design concepts.

[ 1 An opportunity for a public hearing will be afforded and a certification of

' opportunity will be provided at a later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion determination DOES NOT constitute acceptance of the project's location
and design concepts.

d. Cooperating Agency: [ JCOE [ JUSCG [ ]FWS [ ]JEPA [ ]NMFS [X]None

< AN NETD 7A,7 //o
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6. IMPACT EVALUATION
S M N N
Topical Categories i i o o
g n n | REMARKS
n e n
' v
A. SOCIAL IMPACTS
1. Land Use Changes [T 1] X1 [] SeeAttachmentA
2. Community Cohesion [TTI]1 [XI []1 SeeAttachmentA
3. Relocation Potential [T XI [1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
4. Community Services [1I[]1 [XI [1 SeeAttachmentA
5. Title VI Consideration 1 [1 X1 [1 SedAttachmentA
6. Controversy Potential [1 01 [XI [] SeeAttachmentA
7. -Utilities and Railroads [1 11 [XI [V SeeAttachmentA
B. CULTURAL IMPACTS
1. Section 4(f) Lands ITI1 X1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
2. Historic Sites/Districts [1 001 [XI [] SeéAttachmentA
3. Archaeological Sites [T 01 X1 [] SeeAttachmentA
4. Recreational Areas [1TI1 IXI []1 SeeAttachmentA
C. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT ‘
1. Wetlands [1 X1 [] [1 SeeAttachmentA
2. Aquatic Preserves [1 11 11 X
3. Water Quality [1 11 IXI [1 SeeAttachmentA
4. OQutstanding Fla. Waters (1101 1] X
5. Wild and Scenic Rivers [T11 11 X
6. Fioodplains [T X1 [1] ] See Attachment A )
7. Coastal Zone Consistency [ ] [ ] X] See DcA Ll -Aatel .
8. Coastal Barrier Islands [1 1] h [X]
9. Wildlife and Habitat [T 11 X1 [] SeeAttachmentA
10. Farmlands [1 11 11 K
D. PHYSICAL IMPACTS .
1. Noise {1 X [1 [] SeeAtachmentA
2. Air [1 I X1 []1 _SeeAttachmentA
3. Construction [T X1 [1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
4. Contamination [1 IXI []1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
5. Navigation (111 (1 X

accordance with 23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

accordance with 23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

a. [ ] FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS NOT required in

b. [ ] FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS required in

E. PERMITS REQUIRED
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Southwest Florida Water Management District
Florida Department of Environmental Protection
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit
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A.5 - Title VI Consideration

Title VI, Title VIIl and Executive Order 12898 (Environmental Justice) 5/‘“’@—

Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act (Title V1), and related statutes, érgldii%;no person shall, on
the grounds of race, color, age, religion, sex, national origin, or handicap/disability, be excluded
from participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subject to discrimination under
any program of the Federal, State or local government. Title VI of the 1968 Civil Rights Act (Title
VIll) guarantees each person equal opportunity in housing.

Executive Order 12898 Envnronmental Justice was issued \to underscore and complement certain
provisions of existing law, including Title VI and Title \il and related statutes. This project has been
developed in accordance with Title VI, Title VIll and Executive Order 12898.

The US 98 Dade City Bypass through the project area was constructed at a time when much of the
county was very rural; however, the route selected for the highway is within 0.5 miles or less of the
main north-south route through downtown Dade City (7" Street). The US 98 Dade City Bypass
parallels the CSX Railroad right-of-way for about half of the project length. Neighborhoods east of
the CSX Railroad developed independently.

Over the years, the US 98 Dade City Bypass developed as a commercial corridor providing goods
and services in close proximity to the neighborhoods east of the railroad. These areas have
retained their integrity as cohesive neighborhoods.

The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass in Pasco County involve widening Space
the existing facility on the same alignment to accommodate projected traffic demands, improve
the traffic operations at intersections, improve non-motorized transportation opportunities and
access, and incorporate the latest design and safety standards. As such, additional rigitof-way
acquisition is anticipated to affect residences and businesses along the existing corridor.”A small
number of these may be minority, ethnic, elderly, or I@come persons. However, no
discriminatory criteria were used during the development 'and selection of alternatives. The
proposed improvements have not been planned to@?t any specific groups or individuals, but
rather to improve upon the existing facility. A Conceptual Stage Relocation Plan will be prepared

for this study to address the potential for relocation of residences or businesses and analyze the ‘
availability of replacement dwellings or commercial properties.

A.6 - Controversy Potential

The following informational meetings were held to inform the public and local officials about the
proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass.

Pasco County Metropolitan Planning Organization - May 1999
Agency Kick-Off Meeting - June 1999

Dade City Staff - June 1999

Dade City Chamber of Commerce - August 1999

Dade City Mainstreet - August 1999

Alternatives Public Workshop - November 2000

Public Informational Meeting — March 2001

Miscellaneous Small Group Meetings - Various dates
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Public input and comment was solicited and reviewed. Generally, the public and local officials are in
favor of the project. Only a few minor negative comments yere received, mostly from property and
business owners whose property may be affected by the right-of-way acquisition.

-4
These comments are being addressed jn'tﬂe PD&E Study. The US 98 Dade City Bypass project is
considered to have a very low potential’f\or controversy. -

A.7 - Utilities And Railroads

Utilities P .
fa “‘, .
Utility locations were obtained using the Utility Request Package processed through the FDOT
District Utility Engineer. Utility services within the project corridor that have the potential to be

affected by the various alternatives analyzed for this proposed action include:

TECO Peoples Gas Systems, Inc. (Natural Gas Distrib‘ytion)
Sprint Florida, Inc. (Telephone) '
Tampa Electric Company (Electric Distribution)

Dade City Utilities (Water and Sanitary Sewer)

Railroads

The CSX Railroad parallels the US 98 Dade City Bypass from the CR 35A intersection to US 301
North. Amtrak operates a rail passenger station at the historic Dade City Train Depot at the
intersection of Meridian Avenue (SR 52) and the US 98 Dade City Bypass. Two passenger trains
stop at Dade City daily.- Amtrak does not have plans to increase service to Dade City. The closest
passenger train stops to Dade City are Wildwood, Florida, about 35 mi to the north, and Lakeland,
Florida, about 25 mi to the southeast.

Rail-highway crossing information (November 1999) for the CSX Railroad, Railroad Line Number
370 (SSR GA. Line) was collected. Four railroad crossings are located along the US 98 Dade City
Bypass project corridor, including River Road (crossing #622720), Martin Luther King Boulevard
(crossing #622721), Tuskeegee Avenue (crossing #622722), and Wilson Street (crossing #622723).

The posted speed of vehicles on roads intersecting the railroad tracks is 30 mph for all four
crossings. All four crossings are at-grade, have good crossing surface conditions and have smooth
transition types. The stopping sight distance for all four crossings northeast and southwest is 200 ft.
Each crossing has one set of mainline track and one set of non-mainline track (the River Road and
Tuskeegee Avenue crossings have siding tracks, the Martin Luther King Boulevard crossing is
unknown and the Wilson Street crossing has a pass track). Each crossing has two through lanes
(number of lanes with active traffic flow over crossing) and only the Martin Luther King Boulevard
crossing has one auxiliary lane (number of lanes over crossing used for other than through traffic-
example: stop and turn lanes, parking lanes, etc.). The only illuminated crossing is River Road.

B. - CULTURAL IMPACTS
B.1 - Section 4(f) Lands

The US 98 Dade City Bypass project lies within the designated service areas of two Dade City
community parks (Naomi Jones Pyracantha Park and Mickens Field), two neighborhood parks
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(Price Park and Rhinesmith Park) and one mini-park (Dade City Apex Park). The Dade City
Comprehensive Plan designates service areas of a 1.25 mi radius for community parks and a 0.5 mi
radius for neighborhood parks. Pyracantha and Price Parks and Mickens Field lie outside the
project corridor and will not be affected by improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass. Two
Dade City Parks are located within the project corridor.

Rhinesmith Park is bounded by US 301 on the west, Bougainvillea Avenue on the south, South 5"
Street on the East, and Southview Avenue to the North. Rhinesmith Park is designated as a
Neighborhood Park. It contains no recreation facilities and encompasses 1.9 ac. Dade City Apex
Park is located immediately south of Rhinesmith Park at tr\g intersection of US 301 South and US
98. Apex Park is bounded on the north by Bougainvillea ‘Avenue and on the east by South 5"
Street. Apex Park is designated as a mini-park. It tbntains four benches, five picnic-type tables
and three decorative gaslights situated on 0.3 ac. Collectively, Dade City Apex and Rhinesmith

Parks are known and signed as Hibiscus Park.

The three alignment alternatives (left, right and center) have been evaluated for the four-lane
improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass in the area of the park. None of the alignment
alternatives being considered will encroach into the park. The proposed improvements will not
affect the function or access of Hibiscus Park.

B.2 - Historic Sites/Districts

A Cultural Resources Assessment Survey (CRAS) was undertaken to comply with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-655), as amended, and the
implementing regulations 36 CFR 800 (revised May 1999), as well as the provisions contained in
the revised Chapter 267, Florida Statutes. All work was carried out in conformity with Part 2,
Chapter 12 - Archaeological and Historical Resources of the FDOT's PD&E Manual (revised
January’ 1999), and the standards contained in the Historic Preservation Compliance Review
Program of the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources Manual (revised
November 1990).

project area of potential effects (APE) and to assess their significance in terms of elig Bittyfor

The purpose of the CRAS was to locate, identify, and bound any>cu|tural resources w$,the
Y
and

listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The historical/architectur
archaeological field surveys were conducted in December 1999 and January 2000.

Historical background research, including a review of the Florida Site File (FSF) and the NRHP,
indicated that one historic resource (50 years of age or older) was recorded previously in the project
area. This NRHP-listed property, the Dade City Atlantic Coast Line (ACL) Railroad Depot (8PA415)
at 14216 US 98 Dade City Bypass, is located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E Study
project APE. In the area of the railroad depot, all three of the alignment alternatives evaluated for
the proposed improvements will widen the US 98 Dade City B pass to the west away from the

-

Depot. /2(,/4/\ —/1’ u7j LA vl .SC(,‘??"I“/\/? N é&w,-«,./ e gt /.:i T SR /( 4y, Q/A /'IW'
. / of UM Effecd T Ao Flwnd Efudt /;;; e

Field surveys resulted in the location and recording of 24 additional potential historic properties
(8PA1207-1227, 8BPA1265-67). The 24 newly recorded historic resources represent residential or
commercial buildings common to the area. The properties are neither distinguished by their
architectural features, nor known to be associated with significant events or with the lives of persons
significant in the past. Based upon these criteria, none of the 24 appears to be eligible for listing in
the NRHP, either independently or as part of a historic district.

rad e
Feliry -
wWa



June 29,2001 - ) . FORM 650-040-02
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT - 05/97
Page 12 of 16

B.3 - Archaeological Sites

Archaeological background research, including a review of the FSF and the NRHP, indicated that 32
archaeological sites have been recorded previously within 3 miles of the project corridor. None are
located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way. A review of relevant site locational
information for environmentally similar areas within Pasco County and the surrounding region
indicated a moderate to high probability for the occurrence of prehistoric sites within portions of the
project corridor. The background research also indicated that sites, if present, would most likely be
small lithic or artifact scatters. The results of historical research suggested a low to moderate
potential for historic period archaeologlcal sites associated wnth late nineteenth and early twentieth
century settlements and roads. As a result of the field survey, no prehistoric or historic period
archaeological sites were found. A"

proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass will not involve any NRHP listed or

The CRAS has been submitted to the State Historic Preservation Office for concurrence that thj
potentially eligible historic properties or archaeological sites.

w/ﬂ’/;,/e fe g Ak

C. - NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

C.1 - Wetlands

In accordance with Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, dated May 23, 1977, a study
was conducted to assess the potential wetland impacts of the proposed project.

The wetlands were classified according to the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS)
methodology. The land use, vegetation cover and land form for each wetland was identified using
the FDOT Florida Land Use, Cover and Forms Classification System (FLUCFCS), Second Edition,
September 1985.

Sizes of existing wetlands and potential wetland impacts were determined planimetrically from
project aerial photographs. Wetlands potentially affected by the project were assessed for
functional significance using the Wetland Rapid Assessment Procedure (WRAP) as developed by
the South Florida Water Management District and utilized by the US Army Corps of Engineers.

Six wetlands were identified within the US 98 Dade City Bypass project study area. A summary of
‘he classifications, wetland areas, and anticipated impacts is included in theWetland Evaluation
Report, September 2000.

he left alignment alternative will affect about 0.89 ac of wetlands. The right alignment alternative
vill affect about 0.29 ac of wetlands. The centered alignment alternative will affect about 0.86 ac of
vetlands. Wetland impacts associated with stormwater management facilities are expected to be
ibout 0.30 ac. A combination or “best fit" alignment will be evaluated to minimize wetiand impacts
or the length of the project.

Aitigation for potential wetland impacts will be coordinated through the Southwest Florida Water
fanagement District (SWFWMD). It is anticipated that wetland mitigation will be conducted
wursuant to S. 373.4137 F.S. to satisfy all mitigation requirements of Part IV, Chapter 373, F.S. and
3 U.S.C.S. 1344. Wetland impacts for this project are considered minimal.
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.3 - Water Quality

he proposed drainage systems will be designed to convey stormwater runoff away from the
oadway in the existing natural basin flow directions. The proposed improvements will be an urban
ur-lane divided typical section. Stormwater runoff will be collected in curb inlets, conveyed
rough a storm sewer system to stormwater management ponds generally situated outside the
xisting right-of-way in close proximity to the outfall locations. Retaining walls of various heights may
e constructed at some locations in order to avoid the proposed typical section toe-of-slope from
alling outside the existing right-of-way.

he proposed improvements will incréase the amount of lmperwous surface and consequently
icrease stormwater runoff. A Water Quality Impact Evaluation (WQIE) checklist was conducted in
ccordance with Chapter 20 of the PD&E Manual. The'appropriate Best Management Practices will
e used during the construction phase for erosion control and water quality considerations.

he FDOT coordinated with the Florida Department of Environmental Protection (FDEP) and
WFWMD stormwater personnel to provide them with descriptions of the conceptual design of the
tormwater management system for this project. The proposed stormwater facility designs will
iclude, at a minimum, the water quantity requirements for water quality impacts as required by
WFWMD in Rules Chapters 40D-4 and 40D-40. Therefore, no further mitigation for water quality
npacts will be needed.

.6 - Floodplains

DOT drainage maps, United States Geological Survey (USGS) Quadrangle maps, SWFWMD
ypographic maps, Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) Fiood Insurance Rate
laps, (FIRMs) and the Duck Lake Stormwater Management Master Plan were used to identify
ood-prone areas within the US 98 corridor. A field inspection was conducted to identify obvious

rainage problems. Additionally, people knowledgeable about local [ra’ age conditions
esidents, FDOT maintenance personnel, and Pasco County and Dadg-City operations
ersonnel) were interviewed.

O~
EMA has prepare@od Insurance Study for Dade City, August 17, 1981. The accompanying
IRMs are dated August 17, 1981. The project area is covered by portions of Community-Panel
lumbers 120231 0010 C and 120231 0115 C. Coordination with local FEMA representatives for
)ade City and Pasco County, made in July 1999, revealed that no revisions have been made to the
ffective FIRMs within the US 98 Dade City Bypass project limits.

EMA has designated 100-year base floodplain areas in two locations in the US 98 Dade City
ypass project corridor as Zone AH (EI 78). Zone AH is described as areas of potential 100-year
hallow flooding where flood depths are between 1 and 3 feet. A Zone B (now Zone X) is
elineated at the north end of the project west of the US 301 North intersection. Zone B is
escribed as areas between the limits of the 100-year and 500-year flood boundaries orcertain
reas subject to 100-year flooding with average depths less than 1-foot or where the contributing
rainage area is less than 1 square mile. The remainder of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project is
1 Zone C (now Zone X). Zone C is described as areas of minimal flood risk (generally above the
00-year flood elevation).

he Duck Lake Stormwater Management Master Planwas developed for the Duck Lake Study Arga -
y SWFWMD in December 1987. The study area is in east-central Pasco County. Dade City liesin

J

Spot ?

Set
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the approximate center of the study area. The study arga covers 40.2 sq mi in the Withlacoochee
River drainage basin. The Duck Lake Study identified {Hat major floods affecting east Pasco County
) 0ot hee River basin. Within Dade City, flooding
from runoff and ponding in low-lying areas are due-tethadequate interior drainage.

Coordination with SWFWMD indicates that the Duck Lake Study 100-year flood elevation of 78.8 ft
will be used to determine flood plain encroachment compensation for the widening of the US 98
Dade City Bypass.

The resulting 100-year floodplain delipeation at elevation 78.8 ft and the recommended alignment
on the SWFWMD aerials were used to estimate encroacﬁment volume for the proposed project.
The widened roadway embankment will deposit fill matenal into the floodplain at several locations
along the project. Additionally, the roadway profi ile grade line will be elevated above the base
floodplain from Pasco Avenue to Martin Luther King Boulevard The floodplain encroachment is

expected to be about 16.7 ac-ft. //A fo '“{}0 a ,[ POVERYY s
He LHR.

Floodplain compensation site (FPC) alternatives were also included in the analysis for each basin.
The estimated encroachment volumes are provided either within the pond site alternative (if the site
is large enough to accommodate the required treatment and attenuation in addition to the floodplain
compensation) or in a separate site. FPC sites will be located adjacent to the 100-year floodplain
elevation of 78.8 ft.

Mitigation will be required for encroachment into the 100-year base floodplain. The mitigation has
been coordinated with SWFWMD. Floodplain compensation will be accomplished in off-site
locations within the same drainage basins as the encroachments. ,

The proposed drainage structures will perform hydraulically in a manner equal to or greater than the
existing structures, and backwater surface elevations are not expected to increase. As a result,
there will be no adverse impacts on natural and beneficial floodplain values. There will be no
significant change in flood risk, and there will not be a significant change in the potential for
interruption or termination of emergency service or emergency evacuation routes. Therefore it has
been determined that these encroachments are not significant.

There are no regulatory floodways within the project limits.
C.9 - Wildlife And Habitat

Pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the study area was evaluated for
the potential occurrence of threatened and endangered species. Literature reviews were conducted
and data were requested from-the USFWS, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission
(FFWCC), and the Florida Natural Areas Inventory (FNAI).

An Endangered Species Evaluation Memorandum prepared for this project did not identify any listed
species or critical habitat that will be affected by the proposed improvements. Coordination with the
FFWCC indicates that there are no known bald eagle nests within 1 mi of the US 98 Dade City
Bypass project site. No occurrence records of listed species or critical habitat are contained within
the FFWCC database for the project area.

A field inspection of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project was conducted on November 3, 1999. The
purpose of this inspection was to observe any listed species that might be present and to determine
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if any suitable habitat existed and for specific occurrences of listed t/s_pecies within the project
corridor. The field inspection revealed that no habitat that would exhistieEspecies existed within
the study corridor.

On April 14, 2000, the USFWS indicated that, “The Proposed Action is not likely to adversely affect
the resources protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531, et.
Seq.). This finding fulfills the requirements of the Act.”

D. - PHYSICAL IMPACTS
D.1 - Noise

Preliminary 66 dBA noise contour data for the US 98 Dade City Bypass four-lane improvements
were generated to estimate the number of noise sensitive sites for each of the alignment
alternatives being evaluated. The 66 dBA isopleth ranged out from the road centerline from 114 ft

to 132 ft. v e

&

For the existing condition, 11 residences were identified wrthm the 66 dBA contour for the left
alignment alternative, eight residences and one church forth&n/ht alignment, and nine residences
and one church for the centered alignment.
o Hee o ’}

With the proposed improvements, a combmatlon or “best f t alrgnment may eliminate up to six of the
noise sensitive residential receivers through nght of-way acquisition. Noise abatement mea ures
will be evaluatec? fO/ the remainin norse S nsrtlve recelve;s,wn/( adesied o) 7
Apariapy s Aocn. ., s poT e
A detailed Noise Study Report is belng prepared for this project and will be used to evaluate the
“pbest fit" alignment. Potential noise irpasts are considered to be minimal for this project.

7N S fg S

D.2 - Air

An Air Quality Report is being prepared for this study in accordance with the procedures in the
FDOT PD&E Manual, Part Il. The air quality study will determine whether the project will cause or
contribute to an exceedance of the National Ambient Air Quality Standard (NAAQS) for carbon
monoxide.

The project is in an area that has been designated as attainment for ozone standards under the
criteria provided in the Clean Air Act. It is anticipated that this project will be in conformance with
the State Implementation Plan because it will not cause violations of the NAAQS.

D.3 - Construction

Construction activities for the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass will have air,
noise, water, traffic flow, and visual impacts for those residents and travelers within the immediate
vicinity of the project.

These temporary construction-related effects will be effectively controlled in accordance with
FDOT's Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Constructior}as directed by the FDOT Project
Manager.
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Parsons Brinckerhoff

Consulting Engineers
5405 West Cypress Street, Suite 300

Tampa, FL 33607

(813) 289-4405

Phone: (813)289-5300 FAX:

TRANSFER OF MATERIAL

Florida Department of Transportation Re:

Environmental Determination

To:
11201 N. McKinley Drive
Mail Station 7-500 District 7 Project: US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E
Tampa, FL 33612-6456 Date: March 22, 2001
(813) 975-6922 Project No.: 15486
WPI Seg. No.: 256423 1
Attn:  Mr. Mike Seifert, PSM, E.I. FAP No.: 3112-017P
We are forwarding the following: Attached O Under Separate Cover O Prints
Copies Date No. Description
5 -- - US 98 Environmental Determination
WE ARE SENDING YOU:
0 For Approval 0O No exception taken O Review and Comment
O Rejected - See Remarks O Submit specified items
O

O As requested
& For your use

O Proceed subject to corrections noted

REMARKS:

Mike,

Please find enclosed the Environmental Determination

Thanks.

File - 15486A-7.02

M:\1. PROJECTS\US 98 Dade City PD&E\Transmit\seitran27.wpd

Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc.
/

freyL §awyer AICP PIST

OJect Manager
E-mail: sawyerj@pbworld.com

— i i o
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Florida Department of Transportation

11201 N. McKINLEY DRIVE * TAMPA, FL 33612-6456 * (813)975-6000 * 1-800-226-7220

JEB BUSH ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT OFFICE * 7-500 * 813-975-6922 THOMAS F. BARRY, JR.
;OVERNOR SECRETARY
DATE: March 14, 2001
TO: Jeff Sawyer, Project Manager
Parsons Brinckerhoff
FROM: Michael Seifert, Project Manager ’;4’:// ,

COPIES: Kirk Bogen
s-File

SUBJECT: US 98 Environmental Degermination
WPI Seg No¥'256423-1

Jeff, enclosed is a copy of the Environmental Determination form with written comments.
Please have those comments addressed.

If you have any questions please call me at 975-6922.

HAMATTHEWS\EMO Letters\Seifert\sawyer3.doc
www.dot.state.fl.us

— i) i2)i>
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Date: March 13, 2001
To:  Jeff Sawyer, Project Manager Parsons Brinckerhoff
Subject: US 98 Environmental Determination, WPI Seg. 256423-1

Jeff, enclosed is a copy of the Environmental Determination form with written comments.
Please have those comments addressed.

If you have any questions please call me at 975-6922.

Thanks,

Michael Seifert,

CC: K. Bogen, File

Path: pdeshare/seifert/256423/envdet.doc

= e S
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11201 N. McKinley DRIVE * TAMPA, FL 33612-6456 * 975-6119 * 1-800-226-7220
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT OFFICE * 7-500

Date: February 26, 2001 LETTER

Phone: (813) 975-6922 OF

Fax: (813) 975-6451 TRANSMITTAL

TO: RE:

Kirk Bogen, PD Engineer US 98 Dade City Bypass
Rick Adair, Environmental Administrator WPI Seg. 256423-1

FAP No. 3112-017

Pasco County

WE ARE FORWARDING TO YOU:

____Copy of Letter(s) __Final Environmental Reports
____ Preliminary Concept Plans __ Request(s) for Traffic Study
_____Draft Engineering Report __ Permit(s)/Agreements(s)
_____Public Information/Letter __ X Draft Environmental Report

The Following Described Item(s)

Draft Environmental Determination Report.

THESE ARE TRANSMITTED/RETURNED:

For Approval For Revision For Circulation X Review
For Your Use For Signature For Your Handling & Comments
As Requested For Your Consideration For Your Information Other

Please have comments by March 12, 2001.

cc: BY: Michael Sejfert, P.S.M., E.L.
%/ Jefortt

File v
TITLE: Project Manager

N s 7//’7 /5
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11201 N. McKinley DRIVE * TAMPA, FL 33612-6456 * 975-6119 * 1-800-226-7220
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT OFFICE * 7-500

date: February 26, 2001 LETTER

hone: (813) 975-6922 OF

‘ax: (813) 975-6451 TRANSMITTAL

O: RE:

(irk Bogen, PD Engineer US 98 Dade City Bypass
Rick Adair, Environmental Administrator WPI Seg. 256423-1

FAP No. 3112-017

Pasco County

VE ARE FORWARDING TO YOU:

____ Copy of Letter(s) __ Final Environmental Reports
____ Preliminary Concept Plans __ Request(s) for Traffic Study
___Draft Engineering Report __ Permit(s)/Agreements(s)
____ Public Information/Letter _ X Draft Environmental Report

__ The Following Described Item(s)

Draft Environmental Determination Report.

HESE ARE TRANSMITTED/RETURNED:

___For Approval For Revision For Circulation X _Review
___For Your Use For Signature For Your Handling & Comments
_ As Requested For Your Consideration For Your Information Other

se have comments by March 12, 2001.

BY: Michael Sejfest, P.S.M., E.L

TITLE: Project Manager
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11201 N. McKinley DRIVE * TAMPA, FL 33612-6456 * 975-6119 * 1-800-226-7220 ; 7 5& L/ Z

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT OFFICE * 7-500

date: February 26, 2001 LETTER

*hone: (813) 975-6922 OF

‘ax: (813) 975-6451 TRANSMITTAL

[O: RE:

(iR Baeem PD Engineer US 98 Dade City Bypass
Rick Adair, Environmental Administrator WPI Seg. 256423-1

FAP No. 3112-017

Pasco County

WE ARE FORWARDING TO YOU:

___ Copy of Letter(s) __Final Environmental Reports
____Preliminary Concept Plans ___ Request(s) for Traffic Study
___ Draft Engineering Report __ Permit(s)/Agreements(s)
____ Public Information/Letter _ X Draft Environmental Report

The Following Described Item(s)

Draft Environmental Determination Report.

[HESE ARE TRANSMITTED/RETURNED:

___ For Approval For Revision For Circulation X Review
~_ForYourUse For Signature For Your Handling & Comments
____AsRequested ' (}JIf_or.Your Consideration For Your Information Other

>|lease have commentsfby March 12, 2001.

.
N
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BY: Mic%Se'fe ,P.SM., EL
/ feoid

TITLE: Project Manager
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Parsons Brinckerhoff

4 _-—_=__: Consulting Engineers
= === 5405 West Cypress Street, Suite 300
__”——fg,g@ Tampa, FL 33607 Phone: (813)289-5300 FAX: (813)289-4405
TRANSFER OF MATERIAL
To: Florida Department of Transportation Re: Environmental Determination & Scrapbook
11201 N. McKinley Drive
Mail Station 7-500 District 7 Project: US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E
Tampa, FL 33612-6456 Date: February 20, 2001
(813) 975-6922 Project No.: 15486
WPI Seg. No.: 256423 1
Attn:  Mr. Mike Seifert, PSM, E.I. FAP No.: 3112-017P
We are forwarding the following: ® Attached O Under Separate Cover O Prints
Copies Date No. Description
3 - -- Environmental Determination
1 Project Scrapbook
WE ARE SENDING YOU:
O For Approval O No exception taken 00 Review and Comment
0O As requested O Rejected - See Remarks O Submit specified itemg, ..
& For your use O Proceed subject to corrections noted o g;
Y
LRI}
REMARKS: ro o
oo .
Mike, oo
Please find enclosed the Environmental Determination and the project scrapbook for your revz‘gw. €3
>
. “Yig
w0 o
oYy om

Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc.

7l

Jeffrey L. Sawyer, AICP, P.L..S.

Project Manager
E-mail: sawyerj@pbworld.com

File - 15486A-7.02
By:

M:\L. PROJECTS\US 98 Dade City PD&E\Transmit\seitran23.wpd
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Date: 02/12/01
From: MICHAEL SEIFERT
To: Sawyerl]J,

I spoke with Rick this morning.

56423, 20

PD701MS - DOT1

SAWYER]T - MAIL
Subject: US 98 Environmental Determination Class of Action

Reference: Your note of 02/09/01 10:55 attached below

He is in agreement that we should get

ED form out asap. Ideally we'd like to see Gus approve it before he leaves

the new guy takes over. Mike

date: 02/09/01 10:56
“rom: SawyerJ@pbworld.com
To: SEIFERT,MICHAEL

ject: US 98 Environmental Determination Class of Action

SAWYERJ - MAIL
PD701MS - DOT1

schedule calls for the Environmental Determination Class of Action to be

ared early in the project development.
issoon told us to wait until later in the project schedule.

The former FDOT PM Jai

Now that we

chosen a typical section and preliminarily selected a preferred
ment, it may be time to prepare and submit the Environmental
rmination for FHWA to concur with the Cat Ex as the environmental

nent.
ne know what you think.
S,

rey L. Sawyer, AICP, P.L.S.
ons Brinckerhoff
West Cypress Street
e 300
3, FL 33607
ral Office Phone: (813) 289-5300
t 0ffice Phone: (813) 207-2960
(813) 289-4405
il: sawyerj@pbworld.com

< ) 7//”7 //"‘)



ti, Christa

Gennett-Jones, Debra
Saturday, August 19, 2000 8:31 AM
Ippoliti, Christa
Sawyer, Jeffrey
:t: US 98 Bypass - Non-Profit Organizations

sta,

rou had a great weekend.

+ do me a favor. In your in-box you will find an "Organizations" listing for Dade City, Florida. I've highlighted some
zations that | need you to call for me on Monday. | need to know the physical location of these organizations. If

re indeed located within the US 98 Bypass-project corridor (I've attached a Project Location Map for your reference),
need to know if they are non-profit organizations. If they are non-profit organizations located within the US 98

s project corridor, 1 then need a brief description as to what they do.

you contact the organization, explain that we are conducting an environmental study for the proposed widening of
5 98 Bypass from US 301 South to US 301 North. Please call me at home if you need additional information - 854-

-cell number 690-6741, or ask Jeff (if he's available). | appreciate your help.

S,

bi

i Jones
ons Brinckerhoff
West Cypress Street, Suite 300
a, FL 33607
813/289-5300
r 813/207-2902
813/289-4405
: gennett@pbworld.com

ey T2/ i2



2864273(.20

:;—-—sf‘g-;% Telephone
=== Conversation
s = Memorandum
YEARS
Project: jobro. ... .. dae
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Parsons Austin Center West Il
Brinckerhoff 1408 North Westshore Bivd.
Suite 300

Tampa, FL 33607
813-289-5300
Fax: 813-289-4405

July 2, 1999

Mr. Jai Ramkissoon, P.E.

Florida Department of Transportation
District Seven

11201 N. McKinley Drive

MS 7-500

Tampa, FL 33612-6456

Project: US 98 Bypass Project Development and Environment (PD&E) Study
Financial Project ID Number 256423 1 22 01
From US 301 South to US 301 North
Pasco County

Subject: Section 4(f) Applicability

Dear Mr. Ramkissoon:

The following information is provided to assist you in vour coordination with FHWA to determine the
need for a Section 4(f) Determination of Applicability (DOA) for the US 98 Bypass PD&E project.

Parsons Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc. (PB) has investigated the proximity of Section 4(f)
properties to the US 98 Bypass project corridor. For purposes of this preliminary investigation, the
project corridor is bounded by 7™ Street (US 301) to the west and the US 98 Bypass to the east. The
northern and southern limits of the corridor are the intersections of US 98 and US 301 South and US 301
North. The following presents the results of our initial data collection.

PUBLIC PARKS . .

The project lies within the service areas of one Pasco County community park (John S. Burks Memorial
Park with a 3-mile radius service area) and one neighborhood park (Carver Heights Playground with a
I-mile radius service area). Burks Park is located west of Dade City on SR 52. Carver Heights
Playground is located east of the CSX Railroad near River Road. Both of these County parks fall outside
the project corridor and would not be affected by improvements to US 98.

The US 98 project lies within the designated service areas of two Dade City community parks (Naomi
Jones Pyracantha Park and Mickens Field), two neighborhood parks (Price Park and Rhinesmith
Park) and one mini-park (Dade City Apex Park). The Dade City Comp Plan designates service areas of
a 1 Y2 mile radius for community parks and a %2 mile radius for neighborhood parks. Pyracantha and Price
Parks and Mickens Field lie outside the project corridor and would not be affected by improvements to
US 98. The following two Dade City Parks, however, are located within the project corridor.

Rhinesmith Park is bounded by US 301 on the west, Bougainvillea Avenue on the south, South 5" Street
on the East and Southview Avenue to the North. Rhinesmith Park is designated as a Neighborhood Park.

a0 M:\US 98 Project\Section4f\Jail.doc
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It contains no recreation facilities and encompasses 1.9 acres. The park is municipally owned. well
maintained, landscaped and designed for passive recreation use by all age groups. Dade City does not
maintain usage records for the park, but notes that local residents occasionally use the park for children’s

passive play.

Dade City Apex Park is located immediately south of Rhinesmith Park at the intersection of US 301
South and US 98. Apex Park is bounded on the north by Bougainvillea Avenue and on the east by South
5" Street. Apex Park is designated as a Mini-Park. It contains four benches, five picnic-type tables and
three decorative gaslights situated on 0.3 acres. The park is handicapped accessible. Apex Park is
municipally owned, well maintained, landscaped and designed for passive recreation use by all age
groups. Dade City does not maintain usage records for the park, but notes that it is used year-round by
residents and local business employees for picnic lunches during the Monday to Friday work week and
occasionally used by local residents for picnics and passive play on weekends. Dade City and the Dade
City Garden Club (located directly across South 5" Street) maintain the appearance of the park as a
decorative southern gateway to the city.

Collectively, Dade City Apex and Rhinesmith Parks are known and signed as Hibiscus Park.

Conclusion - Improvements to the US 98 Bypass could potentially impact the Apex Park portion of
Hibiscus Park if right-of-way acquisition were to occur to the north. Improvements to the US 98
Bypass would have no effect on the physical property, access or function of Rhinesmith Park portion of
Hibiscus Park. Improvements on other alignments in the corridor such as one-way pairs using South
7" Street or South 5" Street would impact the physical property and access of both the Apex and
Rhinesmith portions of Hibiscus Park.

HISTORIC RESOURCES

The recently renovated circa 1912 Dade City Railroad Depot (an active Amtrak train station) sits along
the east right-of-way of the US 98 Bypass corridor at Meridian Avenue. The depot was listed in the
National Register of Historic Places (NR) in 1994. It was rehabilitated in 1996-97 using ISTEA Special
Enhancement funds.

Conclusion - Widening the US 98 Bypass has the potential to impact the Dade City Railroad Depot if
right-of-way acquisition were to occur to the east.

The following structures in the project corridor have been included on the historical registries of the Dade
City Historical Advisory Board and the Pasco County Preservation Committee.

Several historic structures lie along both sides of 7" Street in downtown Dade City. These include the

original Pasco County Courthouse, built in 1909 and currently under restoration, the Florida Telephone
Building built in 1924, the Williams Buiiding built in 1926, and the Touchton Building built in1908.

M:\US 98 Project\Section4f\Jail.doc
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Dade City Hall located on the south side of Meridian Avenue at 4" Street was originally intended to be a
hotel. When developers went broke, it was left half finished until 1940, when construction was resumed.

Two homes are located on the east side of 5" Street between Church and Howard Avenues. The Shofner
House is an example of late-19" century Florida architecture. The J. A. Peek House is a Victorian
bungalow converted to a commercial building.

The Crescent Theater was built for silent films and vaudeville in the early 1920s. It is an example of
Spanish architecture. This former theater on 5™ Street will be renovated using State funds and donated for
use as a senior citizen center and performing arts center.

The Dade City Women’s Club is located along the east side of 7" Street at Palm Avenue. The club was
built about 1920 and is an example of Tudor revival architecture.

Old St. Rita’s Catholic Church, built in 1913, is located east of 5™ Street between Southview Avenue
and Bougainvillea Avenue. The church was moved to this location in 1976 and currently serves as the
home of the Dade City Garden Club.

Conclusion - Improvements to US 98 using alternate alignments such as one-way pairs using 5", 6" or
= . . . .
7" Streets have the potential to impact these non-NR historic structures.

Note: This is preliminary information on historic structures in the project corridor. A Cultural Resources
Assessment Survey will be completed for this project. Detailed information regarding potential historical
and archaeological site involvement will be provided at that time.

OTHER

Immediately north of the East Pasco Government Center is an abandoned base/softball field on Pasco
County Property. This property is not currently designated as a park or recreation area. The area is
included in the expansion plans for the Pasco County Government Center. The area was “on loan” to
Dade City for use as a ball field until the expansion of the government center. The ball field has been
abandoned and the facilities removed. This property was formerly the site of Optimist Park; a County
owned Community Park. Prior to its designation as Optimist Park, this property was part of the site of
Massey Field (an historic baseball field before the turn of the century).

Conclusion - Widening the US 98 Bypass has the potential to impact this property if right-of-way
acquisition were to occur to the west. Improvements using an alternate alignment on 5" Street also

have the potential to impact this property.

This information is provided to assist the Department in its coordination with the FHWA in requesting a
Section 4(f) DOA. Please be advised that PB does not have budget to prepare a Section 4(f) DOA. The

cer & Cettesy of M:\US 98 Project\Section4f\Jait.doc
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Scope of Services for the US 98 Bypass PD&E provides an Optional Services clause on Page A-33 in the
event that a Section 4(f) Evaluation is required for this project.

Please call if you have any questions.

Sincerely,
PARSONS BRINCKERHOFF QUADE & DOUGLAS, Inc.

L 4

Mark Jennings
Project Manager

ar & Seniury of M:\US 98 Project\Section4f\Jail.doc
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STATE OF FLORIDA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

1. GENERAL INFORMATION
County: Pasco
Project Name: US 98 (SR 533) Dade City Bypass PD&E Study
Project Limits: From the Vicinity of the US 301 South Intersection to the Vicinity of the US

301 North Intersection

Project Numbers: WPI Segment No. 256423 1 Federal-Aid Project No. 3112-017P

2. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

a.

Existing: The project study limits for the US 98 Dade City Bypass are from the vicinity of
the US 301 South intersection to the vicinity of the US 301 North intersection, a distance of
about 1.6 miles. The project location is shown in Figure 1. The existing roadway is a two-
lane rural facility.

Proposed Improvements: Itis proposed to upgrade the US 98 Dade City Bypass to a four-
lane divided urban facility. The proposed typical section consists of two 12-foot lanes, 4-foot
bike lanes and 5-foot sidewalks in each direction. Left turn lanes will be accommodated
within a 22-foot median. The proposed improvements require a minimum of 102 feet of
right-of-way. Itis also proposed to improve traffic operations at the skewed intersections of
US 301 South, CR 35A and US 301 North. Improved pedestrian crossings are proposed at
Whitehouse Avenue, Martin Luther King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue, and Tuskeegee
Avenue. An optional intersection concept is provided that would bring US 301 North, River
Road and the US 98 Dade City Bypass together at one location.

3. CLASS OF ACTION

a.

Class of Action: b. Other Actions:

[ 1 Environmental Assessment [ 1 Section 4(f) Evaluation

[ 1 Environmental Impact [X] Section 106 Consultation

[X] Type 2 Categorical Exclusion [ ] Endangered Species Assessment

Public Involvement:

1. [ ] A public hearing is not required, therefore, approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion constitutes acceptance of the location and design concepts for this
project.

2. [X] A public hearing was held on November 29, 2001 and a transcript is included with
the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
determination constitutes location and design concept acceptance for this project.

[ 1 Anopportunity for a public hearing was afforded and a certification of opportunity is
included with the environmental determination. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical
Exclusion determination constitutes acceptance of the location and design
concepts for this project.

3. [ ] A public hearing will be held and the public hearing transcript will be provided at a
later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion DOES NOT constitute
acceptance of the project's location and design concepts.

[ 1 Anopportunity for a public hearing will be afforded and a certification of opportunity
will be provided at a later date. Approval of this Type 2 Categorical Exclusion
determination DOES NOT constitute acceptance of the project's location and
design concepts.

Cooperating Agency: [ ]JCOE [ JUSCG [ ]FWS [ ]EPA [ ] NMFS [X] None



March 22, 2002

4. REVIEWER'S SIGNATURE

FORM 650-040-02

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT - 05/97
Page 2 of 12

FDOT Project Manager

FHWA Urban Transportation Engineer

Date

5. FHWA CONCURRENCE

(For) Division Administrator

Date



March 22, 2002

FORM 650-040-02
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT - 05/97
Page 3 of 12

6. IMPACT EVALUATION
S M N N
Topical Categories i [ 0O o
g n n I REMARKS
n e n
v
A. SOCIAL IMPACTS
1. Land Use Changes [T TI1 IXI [1 SeeAttachmentA
2. Community Cohesion [T T1 IXI [1 SeeAttachmentA
3. Relocation Potential [T X1 [1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
4. Community Services [T TI1 IXI [1 SeeAttachmentA
5. Title VI Consideration [T T1 IXI [1 SeeAttachmentA
6. Controversy Potential [T TI1 IXI [1 SeeAttachmentA
7. Utilities and Railroads [TT1 IXI [1 SeeAttachmentA
B. CULTURAL IMPACTS
1. Section 4(f) Lands [TT1 IXI [1 SeeAttachmentA
2. Historic Sites/Districts [T TI1 IXI [1 SeeAttachmentA
3. Archaeological Sites [T T1 IXI [1 SeeAttachmentA
4. Recreational Areas [T 11 X1 11
C. NATURAL ENVIRONMENT
1. Wetlands [T X1 []1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
2. Aquatic Preserves [TT1T I1 X
3. Water Quality [T T1 [XI [1 SeeAttachmentA
4. Outstanding Fla. Waters [TT1T I1 X
5. Wild and Scenic Rivers [TT1T I1 X
6. Floodplains [T X1 []1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
7. Coastal Zone Consistency [] [] [X] [] _DCA letter dated 10/29/99
8. Coastal Barrier Islands [TT1T I1 X
9. Wildlife and Habitat [T T1 X1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
10. Farmlands [TT1T I1 X
D. PHYSICAL IMPACTS
1. Noise [T X1 [1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
2. Air [T TI1 IXI [1 SeeAttachmentA
3. Construction [T X1 [1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
4. Contamination [T X1 [1 [1 SeeAttachmentA
5. Navigation [TT1T I[1 X

a. [ ] FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS NOT required in accordance with

23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

b. [ ] FHWA has determined that a Coast Guard Permit IS required in accordance with

23 CFR 650, Subpart H.

E. PERMITS REQUIRED

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Southwest Florida Water Management District (SWFWMD)

Florida Department of Environmental Protection

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Pollution Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Permit
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7. WETLANDS FINDING

See Attachment A.

8. COMMITMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The FDOT is committed to the following measures:

1.

Railroad Crossings - The FDOT is committed to evaluate the need to improve the railroad
crossings at Tuskegee Avenue and Martin Luther King Boulevard during the design phase of
this project.

Willingham Road - The FDOT is committed to coordinate during design with the appropriate
local governments to facilitate improvements to Willingham Road.

Traffic Signals - The FDOT is committed to evaluate during design or after construction the
need for traffic signals at the intersections of CR 35A, Tuskeegee/Buford Avenues, Meridian
Avenue (SR 52), River Road, and US 301 North. Monitoring the operation of the build
condition is to be undertaken for these intersections to determine if the signals are
warranted. A recommendation for a traffic signal installation is conditional on results of
signal warrant analysis.

Pedestrian Accommodations — The FDOT is committed to provide pedestrian crossings at
the signalized intersections of US 301 South and Martin Luther King Boulevard. The FDOT
is also committed, during design, to evaluate pedestrian crossings at the intersections of CR
35A, Tuskeegee/Buford Avenues, Meridian Avenue (SR 52), River Road, and US 301 North.

Lighting - The FDOT is committed to consider roadway lighting for the length of this project.
Dade City will be required to enter into a maintenance agreement for the lighting.

CR 35A - The FDOT is committed to consider widening the US 98 Dade City Bypass only
from CR 35A to US 301 North during design if Pasco County has studied and committed to
construct CR 35A as a bypass from US 98 in Zephyrhills.

Gateway Concepts/Landscaping - The FDOT is committed to coordinate with Dade City to
evaluate gateway landscaping and signage concepts and provide landscaping within any
suitable areas of the right-of-way during the final design of this project. The FDOT will
coordinate with Dade City for the placement of irrigation water supply lines and sleeves and
feeder lines for reuse water during the design phase.

Access Management — The FDOT is committed to evaluate median openings and driveway
connections from US 301 South to CR 35A during the design phase of this project. The
evaluation will include: 1) a joint driveway to be shared by the Calvary Assembly of God
Church and the strip center containing the tractor sales; 2) or a joint driveway to be shared
by the strip center containing the tractor sales and the Ford dealership; and 3) eliminating
the directional median opening at Connector Road.
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Recommendations:

1. Typical Section - The recommended improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass consist
of upgrading the existing two-lane rural roadway to a four-lane divided urban facility as
shown on the attached concept plans. The recommended typical section is a four-lane
divided urban section that includes two 12-foot travel lanes each way, a 22-foot raised
median, 4-foot bike lanes and 5-foot sidewalks each way. Left turn lanes will be
accommodated in the median.

2. Special Features - It is recommended that additional pavement be provided at the southwest
quadrants of the intersections with Meridian Avenue (SR 52) and Martin Luther King
Boulevard to allow for U-turns.
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Figure 1 - Project Location Map
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ATTACHMENT A

A.1 - Land Use Changes

The most recent Dade City and Pasco County Future Land Use Maps show that land use in the US
98 Dade City Bypass corridor will remain predominantly commercial/retail uses with areas of
residential, industrial and public lands. The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass
will utilize the existing predominantly commercial corridor and land use is not anticipated to change
as a result of the improvements.

A.2 - Community Cohesion

The proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass involve widening the existing roadway
on the same alignment. Additionally, traffic operations will be improved at the major intersections
along the route. Pedestrian, bicycle and handicapped facilities will be improved. Currently,
pedestrian/bicycle traffic crosses the US 98 Dade City Bypass at several unsignalized intersections
and mid-block locations to access the commercial businesses and services located along the west
side of the roadway. The proposed improvements include improved pedestrian, bicycle, and
handicapped facilities for the US 98 Dade City Bypass intersections at Whitehouse Avenue, Martin
Luther King Boulevard, Meridian Avenue, and Tuskeegee Avenue. The crossing improvements will
include both rail and roadway crossings. The proposed improvements will enhance motorized and
non-motorized access from the residential neighborhoods east of the US 98 Dade City Bypass to
the commercial businesses and services west of the US 98 Dade City Bypass.

A.3 - Relocation Potential

The existing US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way ranges from 60 ft to 115 feet. The minimum right-
of-way width for the recommended typical section is 102 feet. Additional right-of-way is required in
areas where the roadway profile is elevated above the surrounding topography, at intersections and
for stormwater management and floodplain compensation facilities. The purchase of the additional
right-of-way will necessitate relocations in some areas of the project.

The recommended alignment would require about six residential and six business relocations. Four
of the residential relocations are in Segment 1 along the east side of the US 98 Dade City Bypass at
the US 301 South intersection and two are located in Segment 4 along the west side, north of Martin
Luther King Boulevard.

In order to minimize the unavoidable effects of right-of-way acquisition and displacement of people,
the Florida Department of Transportation will carry out a right-of-way and relocation program in
accordance with Florida Statute 339.09 and the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property
Acquisition Policy Act of 1970 (Public Law 91-646 as amended by Public Law 100-17).

The residential and business relocations are shown on the Concept Plans.

A.4 - Community Services

No community services will be adversely affected by the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade
City Bypass. Fire and rescue services in the project corridor are provided by the Dade City Fire and

Police Departments, the Pasco County Sheriff's Office, and the Florida Highway Patrol. None of
these services will be adversely affected by the improvements.
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A.5 - Title VI Consideration

Title VI, Title VIII and Executive Order 12898 (Environmental Justice)

Title VI of the 1964 Civil Rights Act (Title VI), and related statutes, provides that no person shall,
on the grounds of race, color, age, religion, sex, national origin, or handicap/disability, be excluded
from participation in, or be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subject to discrimination under
any program of the Federal, State or local government. Title VIl of the 1968 Civil Rights Act (Title
VIII) guarantees each person equal opportunity in housing.

Executive Order 12898 Environmental Justice was issued to underscore and complement certain
provisions of existing law, including Title VI and Title VIl and related statutes. This project has been
developed in accordance with Title VI, Title VIl and Executive Order 12898 and is not expected to
affect any distinct minority, ethnic, elderly, or handicapped groups.

A.6 - Controversy Potential

Numerous informational meetings were held to inform the public and local officials about the
proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade City Bypass.

Public input and comment was solicited and reviewed. Generally, the public and local officials have
been supportive of the project. The public hearing transcript is included in the Comments and
Coordination Report.

The US 98 Dade City Bypass project is considered to have a low potential for controversy.
A.7 - Utilities And Railroads
Utilities
Utility services within the project corridor that have the potential to be affected by the various
alternatives analyzed for this proposed action include:
e TECO Peoples Gas Systems, Inc. (Natural Gas Distribution)
e Sprint Florida, Inc. (Telephone)
e Tampa Electric Company (Electric Distribution)

o Dade City Utilities (Water and Sanitary Sewer)
The utility relocation costs for the recommended alignment are estimated to be $781,425.

Railroads

The CSX Railroad parallels the US 98 Dade City Bypass from the CR 35A intersection to US 301
North. Amtrak operates a rail passenger station at the historic Dade City Train Depot at the
intersection of Meridian Avenue (SR 52) and the US 98 Dade City Bypass. Four railroad crossings
of side streets are located along the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor, including River Road
(crossing #622720), Martin Luther King Boulevard (crossing #622721), Tuskeegee Avenue
(crossing #622722), and Wilson Street (crossing #622723).

None of the railroad crossings will be affected by the proposed improvements to the US 98 Dade
City Bypass.
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B.1 - Section 4(f) Lands

One Dade City park is located within the project corridor. The recommended alignment will not
encroach into the park nor will it affect the function or access of the park.

B.2 - Historic Sites/Districts

A Cultural Resources Assessment Survey (CRAS) was undertaken to comply with Section 106 of
the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-655), as amended, and the
implementing regulations 36 CFR 800 (revised May 1999), as well as the provisions contained in the
revised Chapter 267, Florida Statutes. All work was carried outin conformity with Part 2, Chapter 12
- Archaeological and Historical Resources of the FDOT's Project Development & Environment
(PD&E) Manual (revised January 1999), and the standards contained in the Historic Preservation
Compliance Review Program of the Florida Department of State, Division of Historical Resources
Manual (revised November 1990).

One historic resource (50 years of age or older) was recorded previously in the project area. This
NRHP-listed property, the Dade City Atlantic Coast Line (ACL) Railroad Depot (8PA415) at 14216
US 98 Dade City Bypass, is located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass PD&E Study project APE.
In the area of the railroad depot, all three of the alignment alternatives evaluated for the proposed
improvements will widen the US 98 Dade City Bypass to the west away from the Depot.

Field surveys resulted in the location and recording of 24 additional potential historic properties
(8PA1207-1227, 8PA1265-67). The 24 newly recorded historic resources represent residential or
commercial buildings common to the area. None of the 24 properties appear to be eligible for listing
in the NRHP, either independently or as part of a historic district.

The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) responded with a letter dated March 28, 2001
concurring that the Dade City ACL Railroad Depot continues to be listed in the NRHP and that the
other 24 historic structures are not NRHP eligible. The SHPO also requested “further
documentation outlining project alternatives in order to address the potential impact of this project on
the Dade City ACL Railroad Depot (8PA415).” A Section 106 Consultation Technical Memorandum
was prepared to address potential project effects to the NRHP-listed depot. The examples of
adverse effect, as contained in 36 CFR Part 800.5(a)(1) and (2), were applied and found not to be
applicable for the recommended alternative. In summary, the proposed undertaking will have no
effect, as defined in 36 CFR Part 800.16(1), upon the NRHP-listed Dade City ACL Railroad Depot.
The SHPO responded by letter of October 26, 2001 stating that they concur with the “finding that the
proposed undertaking will have no effect on the historic Dade City ACL Railroad Depot (8PA415).”

B.3 - Archaeological Sites

Archaeological background research, including a review of the FSF and the NRHP, indicated that 32
archaeological sites have been recorded previously within 3 miles of the project corridor. None are
located within the US 98 Dade City Bypass proposed right-of-way. As a result of the field survey, no
prehistoric or historic period archaeological sites were found.

The CRAS was submitted to the SHPO for concurrence that the proposed improvements to the US
98 Dade City Bypass will not involve any NRHP-listed or potentially eligible archaeological sites.
The SHPO responded with a letter dated March 28, 2001 concurring with the CRAS results that no
prehistoric or historic period archaeological sites were found.
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C.1 - Wetlands

In accordance with Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, dated May 23, 1977, a study
was conducted to assess the potential effects on wetland within the proposed project. The study
indicated the preferred alternative would affect about 0.87 acres of wetlands.

The mitigation option to be considered is the use of Florida Statute 373.4137 that allows payment to
the SWFWMD for their use in mitigating the impacts.

C.3 - Water Quality

Stormwater runoff from the US 98 Dade City Bypass will be collected in curb inlets. The water will
be conveyed in an underground storm sewer system to stormwater management ponds for water
quality treatment. The stormwater facility design for this project will include, at a minimum, the water
quantity requirements for water quality impacts as required by the SWFWMD in Chapters 40D-4 and
40D-40 FAC.

The locations of the stormwater management ponds are shown on the Concept Plans. The
appropriate Best Management Practices will be used during the construction phase for erosion
control and water quality considerations.

C.6 - Floodplains

A Location Hydraulic Report was prepared to determine if any floodplains will be significantly
affected due to the proposed improvements. The proposed improvements will not support
incompatible floodplain development.

The proposed drainage structures will perform hydraulically in a manner equal to or greater than the
existing structures, and backwater surface elevations are not expected to increase. As a result,
there will be no significant adverse impacts on natural and beneficial floodplain values. There will
be no significant change in flood risk, and there will not be a significant change in the potential for
interruption or termination of emergency service or emergency evacuation routes. Therefore, it has
been determined that this encroachment is not significant.

C.9 - Wildlife And Habitat

Pursuant to the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, the study area was evaluated for
the potential occurrence of threatened and endangered species. An Endangered Species
Evaluation Memorandum prepared for this project did not identify any listed species or critical habitat
that will be affected by the proposed improvements.

On April 14, 2000, the USFWS indicated that, “The Proposed Action is not likely to adversely affect
the resources protected by the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531, et.
Seq.). This finding fulfills the requirements of the Act.”

D.1 - Noise
A Noise Study Report was prepared in accordance with Title 23 CFR, Part 772, Procedures for

Abatement of Highway Traffic Noise and Construction Noise using methodology established by the
FDOT in the PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 17 (January 2001).
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Based on the noise contour data, a review of land use data, proximity of noise sensitive sites to the

US 98 Dade City Bypass, and field verification of noise sensitive locations, a total of 53 receivers

representing 77 noise sensitive sites were evaluated for the Build Alternative. East of the US 98

Dade City Bypass, 25 receivers representing 38 noise sensitive sites were modeled. West of the
US 98 Dade City Bypass, 28 receivers representing 39 noise sensitive sites were modeled.

For the Build Alternative year 2025 traffic conditions, 14 residences are predicted to experience
noise levels that approach or exceed the NAC. An evaluation of traffic management, alignment
modifications and property acquisition indicated that these abatement measures were not feasible or
reasonable. Noise barriers were also evaluated. At 11 of the residences a 5 dBA reduction could
not be achieved because of limitations on the barrier length to accommodate side streets and
driveways. Noise barriers were not feasible at these locations.

The remaining three residences are either isolated or located in an area with a low density of
residential development. Because of the small number of residences that would benefit, noise
barriers were determined to not be cost reasonable at these locations.

D.2 — Air Quality

An air quality evaluation, specifically an analysis of carbon monoxide concentrations (CO) was
performed in accordance with FDOT’'s PD&E Manual. Based on the FDOT’s computerized
screening test (COSCREEN), the proposed project will not cause violations of the National Ambient
Air Quality Standards for CO. Therefore, the project will not have a significantimpact on air quality.

The project is in an area that has been designated as attainment for all the air quality standards
under the criteria provided in the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990. Therefore, conformity
requirements do not apply to this project.

D.3 — Construction

Construction activities for the project will result in minimal, temporary, yet unavoidable air, noise,
water quality, wetland, traffic flow, and visual impacts for individuals residing or traveling in the
immediate vicinity of the project.

Noise generated by roadway construction, haul trucks and other heavy equipment is anticipated.
Construction noise will be minimized on this project by the Contractor’s adherence to noise control
measures discussed in the current edition of the FDOT Standard Specifications for Roadway and
Bridge Construction.

Construction activities will also cause minor short term increases in air quality impacts in the form of
dust from earthwork and unpaved roads and smoke from open burning. These impacts will be
minimized or controlled by adherence to all State and local regulations and to the current edition of
the FDOT Standard Specifications for Roadway and Bridge Construction.

Maintenance of traffic and sequence of construction will be planned and scheduled so as to
minimize traffic delays throughout the project. Access to all businesses and residences will be
maintained to the extent practical through controlled construction scheduling.

Visual impacts associated with the storage of construction materials and establishment of temporary
construction facilities will occur, but are not considered substantial. Construction impacts from the
project will be minimal.
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D.4 - Contamination

A Level | Contamination Screening of the US 98 Dade City Bypass project corridor was conducted
to determine the potential for contamination of the US 98 Dade City Bypass right-of-way from
adjacent properties and business operations. Abutting sites were identified based on regulatory
standards as potential sources of hazardous materials and petroleum contamination. Sites with
suspected or documented contamination were further evaluated for potential contamination risks
with respect to impacts to construction and right-of-way acquisition.

A Contamination Screening Evaluation Report (CSER) was prepared pursuant to the Federal
Highway Administration’s Technical Advisory T 6640.8A, dated October 30, 1987, and in
accordance with the FDOT’s PD&E Manual, Part 2, Chapter 22, dated February 8, 1994.

Twenty-five sites were identified as having the potential for contamination. The sites were identified
by windshield survey; examination of 1966, 1974, 1982, and 1998 historic aerial photography; and
reviews of the original US 98 Dade City Bypass construction drawings, local FDEP files and Dade
City Directories. Of the 25 sites, four are potential hazardous materials sites and 21 are potential
petroleum sites.

The four hazardous materials sites were given a rating of LOW.

Of the 21 petroleum sites, 16 were considered to have a LOW potential for contamination and five
were considered to have a MEDIUM potential for contamination. It is recommended that the five
sites rated as having a MEDIUM potential for contamination be field tested by organic vapor
analyzer (OVA) screening or soil sampling with laboratory analysis. If the results of the testing
indicate no evidence of soil or groundwater contamination, the rating of the site could be revised
downward. Typically, the rating of field tested sites with no evidence of contamination would be
revised to LOW. Because of the nature of the businesses conducted (e.g. gasoline service stations),
some sites could remain rated as having a MEDIUM potential even if field testing did not reveal the
presence of contamination.



	CATX graphics.pdf
	Page 1


